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Those pesky potholes!

POTHOLES have worsened dra
mat ic ally following the December 
freeze and con tinuing wet weather, 
unsur pris ingly given the effects of 
freez ing temperatures and water 
on longneglected infrastructure. 
Last summer’s drought has had an 
addi tion al impact on soil beneath 
road struc tures, causing further 
problems.

We have been working closely 
with our Local Highways Officer 
to log potholes for action and we 
would encourage everyone to please 
check on the ‘Cambridgeshire 
Report a Fault’ webpage (just 
Google those words to find it) to 
find out whether potholes you 
are concerned about have already 
been logged. If not, please do log 
the pothole and note the reference 
number. If there is a problem with 
the reporting page do let us know.

Please note that currently, when 
the subcontractors go out to fill 
potholes, they can only address 
what has been logged on the sys
tem, though the council is look ing 
at whether this can be changed.

Believe it or not, for Cambridge
shire as a whole, this year has seen 
a reduc tion in the numbers of pot
holes. Over the past year the coun
cil has adopted the use of new scan
ning technologies to identify surface 
defects so it can intervene earlier 
and also have larger area patching 
systems – but it still needs sufficient 

people and funding in place. Our 
Local Highways Officer, who reads 
the log and creates the work list, 
manages a ‘patch’ consisting of over 
35 villages.

You’ll be interested to know, pos
sibly, that in one week in January 
5586 potholes were reported – 2.5 
times the normal.

The Dragon Patchers (of which 
there are two) can do 100 every 
day, with manned teams able to 
do only 20 a day. We fixed more 
than 45,000 last year. Over 500 
claims are made for compensation 
for vehicle damage every year of 
which the County Council settle 
approximately 85.

In general terms, if a pothole is 
large and deep, we will fix it with in 
five days. If it is smaller and less of 
a hazard, we will fix it with in 21 
days.

We mark up the pot holes in dif
ferent ways, those re pair ed in five 
days are not marked as our repair 
is immediate, yellow means we 
will repair it in 21 days. We always 
aim to fix potholes with in five and 
21 days. We aim to fix emergency 
faults as soon as pos sible, always 
within five days.

We always aim to repair potholes 
with a permanent fix first time, 
however, in the winter this can be 
difficult due to the weather and 

Information from 
Cambridgeshire 
County Council

via Cllr. Kindersley

…we are working as hard as possible … to keep you safe 
regardless of whether you’re a pedestrian, cyclist or motorist

This is just one of Gamlingay’s treasured 
collection of potholes.
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numbers of potholes. At this time 
of year, we sometimes have to make 
temporary fixes to keep people safe, 
to keep up with the numbers and 
because road conditions are too wet 
for permanent repairs.

Permanent fixes will then be pro
grammed in and delivered when the 
weather allows.

The total amount of money we 
have specifically to fix potholes is 
£2.2m – this is part of a larger high
way maintenance budget (which 
in cludes planned maintenance, 
patch ing, drain clearing etc.) which 
is around £30m per year for main
tenance of 4500km of road. The 
average cost of fixing a pothole is 
£42.

But what of my road tax?
Road tax is not actually a “road” tax 
but a vehicle tax. You are paying 
tax for the vehicle and the vehicle 
only – it’s a personal tax and not a 
communal tax and it has not been 
used for roads since the 1920s.

Instead it goes into the nation al 
pot which is then partly redistri
b uted to local authorities – Cam
bridgeshire County Council has 
seen its core government funding 
cut from £143m in 2013/14 to just 
£68m in 2023/24, a real terms 
reduction of 70%.

So please continue reporting.
We know the roads are bad and 

likely to get worse and we are 
work ing as hard as possible within 
the con straints of weather, funding 
and col league availability to repair 
roads to keep you safe regardless 
of whether you’re a pedestrian, 
cyclist, motorist or other.

Continued from page 1

…and another!

Gamlingay’s
Annual Parish Meeting

Tuesday 25th April 2023
Find out about future pre-school provision

Should the village have a 20mph limit?
Please come along to hear a review of the past year (202223) and 

some presentations from County Council officers – including on the 
future of preschool provision in Gamlingay and consideration of a 

village wide 20 mph zone.
The meeting will start at 7.30pm in the Eco Hub Kier Suite

All are welcome.
Refreshments will be served after the meeting.

What is an  
Annual Parish Meeting?
There can be, and often is, confusion 
between the Annual Parish Meeting 
and the Annual Parish Coun cil 
Meet ing.

All Town and Parish Coun cils, 
through out England, are re  quired by 
law to hold an Annual Parish Meet
ing, which must take place be tween 
1st March and the 1st June (inclusive).

Meetings should not com mence 
before 6.00pm.

What is the purpose of the 
Annual Parish Meeting?
The purpose of the meeting is to give 
the Parish Council, and other local 
or ganisations an opportunity to let 
local residents know what they have 
been doing over the past year. The 
meet ing is also an opportunity for 
elec tors to have a say on any thing 

they con sider valuable to the people 
of the Parish.

Who can attend the meeting?
The Annual Parish Meeting is for 
all electors of the Parish. It is not a 
meet ing of the Parish Council. Any
one is welcome to attend the meet
ing, how ever, only registered elec tors 
of the parish may speak and vote 
during the meeting.

Will I be able to ask questions 
and make suggestions?
Any registered elector may ask a 
ques tion of the Council which will 
us ually be answered by the Chair, the 
Clerk or the Council, or a desig nated 
Councillor. An elector may also make 
a sug ges tion and com ment on any
thing per tin ent to the resi dents of the 
Parish. This will be wel com ed and is 
the whole purpose of the meeting.
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Gamlingay Community Orchard

Gwyn Williams writes: Users of 
Millbridge Meadows may have 
noticed that renovation works have 
been underway for the Com munity 
Orchards located at each end of the 
Upper and Lower Meadow.

During 2022, trees were given 
a preliminary pruning. Turf was 
lifted around the most vigorous 
trees and replaced with mulch, to 
help rainwater penetrate into the 
soil and retain moisture. Despite the 
extreme heat of the summer, we did 
get a small crop of apples – these 
were picked during the autumn and 
distributed through the Gamlingay 
Food Hub. This January, ten re
place ment apple trees have been 
planted, five in each Meadow.

Purchase of the new trees was 
sup ported by the Gamlingay Com
munity Turbine Tithe Fund and 
were sourced from the Eastern 
England Apple & Orchards Project, 
a charity that seeks to sustain heri
tage varieties of apples, pears, plums 
and cherries from our region. They 
hold over 270 varieties at their HQ 
near Fakenham. Five varieties were 
selected that were raised in Bed ford
shire and Cambridgeshire:

• Ballard Beauty, Bedford 1946
• Chivers Delight, Histon 1920
• Histon Favourite, Histon 1885
• September Beauty, Bedford 1885
• Thoday’s Quarrenden, 

Willingham 1949

The five trees planted at the old 
railway end of the Upper Meadow 
were planted by volunteers from 
the village and we were delighted 
that Chris Smith of the Gamlingay 
Com munity Turbine company was 
able to join us towards the end of the 
session.

The second five trees were planted 
two days later in the Lower Field 
Orchard by cubs (and parents!) from 
Gamlingay Cubs, led by Akela, Steve 
Palmer and Chil, Christine Sharma.

A further eight trees are on order, 
four supported by the Tithe Fund 
and four through the generous sup
port of individuals.

Many thanks also to the Gamlin
gay Show Committee who have 
fund ed my participation in an ad
vanced pruning course to be run by 
the Apples & Orchards Pro ject. My 
appreciation too, to Parish Council 
Groundsman, Keith Woolcot, for 
his support throughout, espec ially 
dealing with arisings from the work.

The Gamlingay Cubs, and parents, Lower Field Orchard Planting Party.

Chris Smith with Community Volunteers

The annual Greensand Country Festi
val, returns this May and June, with 
local groups and organisations holding 
a variety of events and activi ties.

Taking place across the landscape, 
from Leighton Buzzard to Gamlingay, 
the Festival is a celebration of the dis 
tinctive, beautiful and loved Green sand 
Country, giving you the oppor tun ity to 
explore what’s on your door step.

The Greensand Country Festival 
2023 will kick off on May Day, Monday 
1st May 2023, with the final day of 
the festival held on Saturday 10th June 
2023, marked by Runaway Adventure’s 
Greensand Country 50km Ultra Trail.

There will be a diverse and exciting 
programme of events and activities, 
with something to suit every age and 
interest.

As well as events and activities built 
around wildlife, habitats, art and 
local history, there will also be the 
chance to see what local businesses are 
show casing.

A wide variety of different organi
sa tions will be holding events, from 
Shuttle worth, the RSPB and The 
Green sand Trust at Rushmere Country 
Park to businesses such as the Willow 
Tree Distillery. There will also be 
May Day festivals and events for the 
Coronation weekend.

Getting out and about to enjoy 
the countryside has always been at 
the heart of the Greensand Country 
Festival.

There will be many opportunities to 
explore the varied landscape of Green
sand Country, from expansive his
toric parkland, to open heathland and 
ancient woodland. There will be the 
chance to join guided walks and ex
plore Greensand Country by bicycle.

Take a look at the interactive map 
on the website that gives you many 
different options to explore the area 
on foot, by bicycle, or on horseback.

To find out what’s on throughout the 
Festival, head to: 

www.greensand country.com 
to see the full Greensand Country 

Festival event programme.
Stay up to date with all of the latest 

information by following:  
@greensandsocial on Twitter, and  

@greensandcountry on Facebook and 
Instagram.

Greensand 
Country Festi val
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Wildlife Trust Update
April 2023

Here’s a list of the most common wild
flower species you’ll come across in 
April, besides bluebells, in Gamlin gay 
Wood Nature Reserve and other near
by woodland reserves.

If you are keen to learn more, please 
consider a guided walk. There are op
tions available for free short courses, 
and donationonly accessible walks 
for those that cannot walk from the 
village.

We thank you for sticking to the 
paths, especially at this time of year. 
Please do not be tempted to take 
photos in amongst the bluebells as it 
can take years for some flowers to 
recover from trampling.
Lesser Celandine

A lowgrowing plant with heart
shaped leaves and bright yellow 
flowers.

Wood Anemone
Has white flowers with six petals 
and deeply divided leaves.

Common Dog Violet
This is a lowgrowing purple pansy
like flower, with no scent and heart
shaped leaves.

Early Purple Orchid
Has a spike of pink flowers and 
smooth leaves with purple blotches.

You might come across three related 
species in the primrose family. All 
have wrinklylooking leaves.
Primrose

A lowgrowing plant, mostly found 
in woodlands and hedge banks. It has 
large paleyellow flowers, one per 
stalk.

Cowslip
This is mostly found in grassy, open 
areas, but can grow in open areas 
within woodlands. It has bright
yellow flowers which are smaller 
than primrose and on a taller stalk.

Oxlip
This is a rare plant found only in 
woodlands with clay soil. It has 
multiple paleyellow flowers on a 
tall stalk which all point in the same 
direction.
Hybrids between primrose and 

oxlip can be found in the West Cambs 
Hundreds woods which includes 
Gamlingay Wood Nature Reserve. 
These tend to have stalks taller than 
primrose and multiple flowers per 
stalk pointing in different directions.
Volunteer opportunities:

wildlifebcn.org/getinvolved
Events:

www.wildlifebcn.org/events
Email:

rebecca.neal@wildlifebcn.org
Facebook:

@BeccaBadgerWTBCN
BCN Facebook/Twitter:

@wildlifebcn

The West Cambridgeshire Hundreds are 
a group of nature reserves owned and/
or managed by the Wildlife Trust for 
Beds Cambs and Northants: Hardwick, 
Gamlingay, Hayley, and Waresley and 
Gransden Woods, Buff Wood, and 
Cambourne Nature Reserve.

Dog’s Mercury
This ancient woodland indicator 
species grows in large numbers. 
It has leaves in opposite pairs and 
inconspicuous small green flowers.

Greater Stitchwort
This is a white flower of hedge banks 
and open areas in woodlands. It has 
five deeply divided petals and thin 
stalkless leaves in pairs.
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www.gamlingayecohub.org.uk | phone: 01767 651 226
email: manager@gamlingayecohub.org.uk

Facebook/Twitter: Gamlingay Eco Hub
Our Facebook page, Twitter feed and website have all the latest on What's On.

Email is the best way to get hold of us or you can leave a message on our ansaphone.
Our general manager is Kate Laugharne, supported by Tony Hurst and John Berry.

Happy Easter
from us all at the  

Gamlingay Eco Hub 

Easter Activities
We will be holding an Easter Egg Hunt 
on Saturday, 8th April, 12.00noon to 
2.00pm.

If there is no rain the hunt will be 
held in the Butts play ground, where 
clues that have been scattered around 
the park need to be found. Once all of 
the eggs have been found the children 
can come up to the Hub for their prize 
of a fullsize chocolate egg.

If there is rain then the hunt will be 
held in the Hub.

There will also be lots of fun with 
Easter crafts to do inside the Hub, so 
come along a for an enjoyable after
noon. £2.50 per child, including all 
activities and a fullsize chocolate egg.

New Age Kurling
Have you ever heard of New Age 
Kurling?
It is an indoor version of the well
known Winter Olympic sport of Ice 
Curling and is played all over the 
world with regional, national and in
ter national competitions taking place 
on a regular basis.

It can be played standing up or sit
ting down, making it very suitable 
for all levels of activity, fitness and 
mobil ity.

We have two kurling sets here at 
the Hub, one a donation from South 
Cambs District Council (SCDC) and 
one which we bought, with unfortun 
ate timing, just before Covid hit.

Since then, our Kurling group has 
fallen into abeyance, and we would 
very much like to get it up and running 
again.

We will be holding a free taster 
after noon from 1.00pm onwards 
on Thurs day, 20th April, with some 
prac ticed players here to show you 
the ropes. Come along and try this 
access ible, fun, fast growing sport for 
yourself.

Warm Hub
As you may know, over the winter the 
Hub was an official Warm Hub.

Warm Hubs were an initiative 
organised by Cambridgeshire ACRE 
(Action with Communities in Rural 
England) on behalf of SCDC, which 
aimed to provide a network of safe, 
warm and friendly spaces to keep 
warm, enjoy refreshments, obtain 
information and advice, and share the 
company of others.

The initiative has now finished, but 
don’t worry, here at the Hub we still 
offer a warm friendly safe space, re
fresh ments and cost of living advice.

ACRE are keen for feedback on how 
the Warm Hubs initiative went, and 
on whether it would be worthwhile to 
continue aspects of it, so if you have 
any comments please get in touch.

New Age Kurling free taster at the Hub..

Hub Easter Egg Hunt from previous years..
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Message for April
“Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”

 Nehemiah 8:10
What brings you joy?

I know that seems like a simple ques
tion, but in actual fact, I think you’ll 
find it’s a bit more com plicated. I don’t 
mean what brings you a momentary 
feeling of fleet ing happiness. I mean, 
what brings you joy, ‘a feeling of great 
pleasure and happi ness.’ That can be a 
bit tougher to answer sometimes.

Let me now ask you this, what 
brings you strength? In those mom
ents in life, when things feel tough, 
when things feel heavy, when it seems 
impossible to simply get through 
the day, what are you leaning on for 
strength? To truly, deeply think about 
these two questions can take time and 
perhaps even energy as well.

You might be thinking, why are you 
asking such random questions? Well, 
I’ve been reflecting on these things 
lately, because as I write this article, I 
am in the midst of fighting all sorts of 
illness which seem nonstop, all sorts 
of challenges, which sometimes seem 
a bit too much, at times asking myself 
those two questions: What is bringing 

joy? Where am I going to get strength. 
Thing is you see, I’ve often been asked 
in past, where my general joy of life 
comes from, and ‘how do you do all 
that you do’ (in other words, how do 
you have the strength and energy to 
do stuff?). And my answer has always 
been, by the grace of God. I genuinely 
don’t believe I do anything in my 
own strength (I know I am big, but I 
prom ise you, I am not that strong… 
sadly haha). As far as my joyfulness, 
that 100% comes from my faith and 
relationship with Jesus. Suddenly, some 
of you decided to stop reading this 
article and jump away. ‘He just got all 
preachy!’ And I am sorry if it comes off 
that way, it is not my intention, but it’s 
the only way I can truly explain it.

In the last few weeks, of being utterly 
fed up with being ill, of just being over 
it… I have noticed that I am blessed 
with the best wife and kids ever who 
take great care of me, and amazing 
friends and community who care 
deeply for me. But I was also reminded 
that, while all those things are amazing 

and such a blessing, it was actually God 
that was giving me strength every day 
(and I can go even farther to say, God 
blessed me with my wife, and kids and 
community, but that might be too far 
reaching for some to see). I genuinely 
experience and feel and know a 
strength and joy bubble up due to my 
faith. Some of you might never have 
experienced that and might want to.

This month, Christians around 
the world are celebrating what 
we consider to be the single most 
important historic moment ever, the 
death and resurrection of Jesus. We 
call this Easter. As we come together 
to celebrate, there will be services 
in all churches, and gatherings, and 
opportunities for you to join us in 
celebrating and exploring for yourself 
what brings us joy and strength. May
be you feel you have enough joy and 
strength already. But perhaps, you 
may want to dig deeper, to not just a 
fleeting moment of joy, a strength that 
is maybe not enough, but a joy and 
strength that are everlasting. I’d love 
to chat with you about what brings you 
joy and strength, and share with one 
another, and I’d love to welcome you 
to celebrate with us, the root of my joy 
and strength.

As always, I would love to see you 
and chat some time, be it at the Back
room Café, at church services, or ran
omly on the street. And hopefully, by 
the time this is out, I won’t be battling 
any more random illnesses!

Many blessings,
Rev Adrian Semerene
Lead Pastor, Gamlingay Baptist Church
adrian@gbchurch.org.uk
Tel: 07472 350 860
Twitter: @asemerene
Instagram: @asemerene
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GBC Diary
April

Sunday Services
Hymnal Praise at 9:30am
Worship Service at 10:45am
Communion is held on the first 
Sunday of the month.
Services livestreamed on  
www.gbchurch.org.uk/latesttalks

GBC Kids / Youth Groups
Meet every Sunday (except for the 
third Sunday) at 10:45am for age
appropriate activities.

Third Sundays
16th April
The Backroom Café will open 
between 10.00am to 4.00pm.
Check weekly news, website or con
tact office for timings and details.

Small Groups
Meet every week in person and 
online.
For more details get in touch at 
office@gbchurch.org.uk 

The Backroom Café
Opens every Monday from 9.30am to 
3.00pm.
Meet with friends, have a chat and 
enjoy good coffee and cake.
The Café will be closed on Easter 
Monday, 10th April.

Ladies’ Prayer and Study
22nd April (fourth Saturday only) 
between 10.00am and 12.00noon.
A time for conversation, study and 
prayer.

Easter Celebrations
Maundy Thursday, 6th April
6.30pm  Communion service
Good Friday, 7th April
10.00am  Reflective Worship service
Easter Sunday 9th April
9.30am Easter Hymnal Praise
10.45am  Celebration Worship –  

all ages
Backroom Café open 9th April 
Easter Saturday
10.00am to 4.00pm
Meet together for Easter treats.

Please consider following us on social 
media to keep updated with all our 

events:
Facebook.com/

GamlingayBaptistChurch
 Instagram: @gb_church

Twitter: @gb_church

Celebrate the Coronation!
Sunday, 7th May

St Mary’s Churchyard, Gamlingay
St Mary’s are planning to host a Coronation Big Lunch  

on Sunday 7th May from 12.00noon to 3.00pm.
We are not aware of any other events to celebrate the Coronation 

in the village after making enquiries; but if there is a clash please let 
Jane Orchiston know.

If you would like to attend this event, please contact:
Jane Orchiston on 07535 005 908

This is an informal bring and share lunch. Hot drinks will be available on the day. 
It would be lovely if everyone would bring their own tables and chairs.

Further details will be available nearer the date.
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St. Mary’s Letter for April
Dear Friends,
As I write we are still in Lent, looking 
forward to Refreshment Sunday (which 
has become Mother’s Day, perhaps be
cause it was always also called Mother
ing Sunday) when our Lent fast can be 
relaxed for a day. But by the time you 
see this we will be into Holy Week, 
where we remember the last week of 
Jesus’ ministry, leading into the great 
festival of Easter.

Keeping a good Easter
So much gets tangled up and lost in 
our religious celebrations that it’s easy 
to miss out the ‘reason for the season’ 
altogether at Easter, even more than 
Christmas. But… engaging with what 
Easter is really about is really worth 
the effort (though I would say that I 
suppose) because if/when its central 
truths become our own, it is the BEST 
thing ever, making bad things better 
and good things amazing. This is what a 
good Lent was leading up to.
Church practices differ in the details 
of keeping Holy Week and Easter 
season, but however much or little 
is made of following the last days on 
earth of the the man Jesus (whose birth 
we celebrated at Christmas) his death 

and returning to life are central to 
the Christian faith, and all Christian 
churches celebrate this as a great 
festival.

The fact that Jesus lived over 2000 
years ago, and was executed by cruci
fixion through the collusion between 
the ruling Roman authorities in Jeru
salem and the religious leaders of his 
time is better documented than many 
other accepted historical facts. Yet like 
the holocaust or the moon landings, 
there are those who insist on denying 
that this ever happened. I wonder what 
drives this?

Equally well documented is that 
some thing happened following that 
fate ful Friday (the eve of the Jewish 
Sab bath or Shabbat) which has rever
berated through the millennia fol low
ing. In his book ‘Who moved the stone?’ 
Frank Morison (the literary pseu do nym 
for Albert Henry Ross, 18811950, a 
journalist and novelist who grew up 
in StratfordonAvon, England) writes 
of his research that turn ed a sceptical 
desire to disprove the resur rec tion into 
a one of the key books on the factual 
nature of the Resur rec tion.

BUT all this would be fairly irrele
vant if it were only an historical fact, 

albeit one that changed lives at the 
time. The best witness to the truth 
of the Resurrection is the lives trans
formed, or just lived well from the 
start, of good Christians through out 
history. It is fashionable to place all the 
ills of the world at the feet of religious 
zealots of various faiths, Christianity 
and Islam at the top of the list. And it 
is true that much evil  has been, and 
continues to be, done in the name of 
religion including Christianity. But this 
totally discounts so much that is now so 
much part of who we are that we don’t 
even remember where it came from. 
Hospitals, schools, abolition of slavery 
and much more have come about 
through a good understanding of what 
Jesus came to bring to humanity.

In any case, religion is, it exists. 
Wor ship (giving worth) is part of 
human nature, wherever it is direct ed 
(a foot ball team, a person, the wonder 
of what is to be human, a physical ob
ject). Like the power in an atom, it is 
there, the point is, how is it directed? 
The first of the ten commandments, 
which Christians as well as Jews and 
Moslems believe to be Godgiven 
laws, is about where worship is to be 
directed, and indeed the following laws 
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Services and Church Events for April
There is normally a Said Service of Holy 
Communion/Eucharist on Wednesdays 
at 9.30am in Gamlingay, but please 
refer to the week ly Newsletter to check 
on any parti cular day, or ring one of the 
church contacts.

Holy Week and Easter
Sunday 2nd to Sunday 7th April

Palm Sunday
Liturgy of the Palms procession at 
churches, Liturgy of the Passion at 
Gamlingay. Palm Crosses distributed at 
these services and available afterwards.

Monday 3rd to Wednesday 5th April
Taizestyle evening services at 7.30pm in 
each of three churches
Monday: Gamlingay
Tuesday: Everton
Wednesday: Hatley St George

Maundy Thursday
Seasonal meal at the Church Hall in 
Gamlingay followed by Benefice Maundy 
Thursday service and vigil – altars 
stripped in all three churches.

Good Friday
All three churches open for quiet 
individual reflection
12.00noon to 2.00pm
At Gamlingay, guided reflection with 
music leading into…
2.00pm
Communion from reserve sacrament

Holy Saturday
Churches decorated for Easter
Confirmation service at Ely Cathedral
Evening renewal of Baptism vows vigil 
and service of light at Gamlingay

Easter Sunday
Communion services at all three of the 
churches
There is a possibly of Easter Egg Hunts, 
see Newsletters for details

Sunday, 16th April – Easter 1
9.30am  Parish Eucharist at Gamlingay 

St Mary the Virgin
11.15am  Parish Eucharist at Everton 

St Mary

Sunday, 23rd April – Easter 2
9.30am  Parish Eucharist at Gamlingay 

St Mary the Virgin Followed 
by APCM in the Church Hall

2.30pm  St George’s Day parade service
4.00pm  Evensong at Everton  

(or 11.15am Eucharist, depending 
on availability)

Sunday, 28th April – Easter 3
8.00am  Said book of Common Prayer 

Communion service at Hatley 
St George  
(check this service is happening)

9.30am  Parish Eucharist at Gamlingay 
St Mary the Virgin

11.15am  Parish Eucharist at Everton 
St Mary

of the ten are also about worship. The 
things we give worth to, that which 
we value, and open our hearts to, will 
make us who we are. Rightly directed 
worship is good for us. We should take 
the greatest care where we put that 
value, for the sake of our whole well
being. The fact that religion can go 
bad is not a reason for avoiding it, even 
if that were possible, but a very good 
reason for treasuring what is good.

New petired Priest in our 
parishes
Rev’d. Lucy McKeown has moved 
to Gamlingay from Wales, and I’m 
de light ed to say is keen to help out in 
the parishes as soon as her permissions 
come through (likely after Easter). 
Lucy intro duces herself as follows.

Greetings to Gamlingay from 
Rev. Lucy McKeown
Dear Friends: well, after ten happy 
years in Wales, where I was Ordained 
first as a Deacon and then a Priest, 
I succumbed to the blandishments of 
my family who wanted me to move 

back to England to be nearer them in 
my “declining” years. ‘Come on Mum’ 
they said ‘you might get even dottier 
than you are now, so we need to be able 
to look after you without trekking six 
hours across the M6’. Fair enough.

So after the usual horrendous experi
ence of selling and buying, the worst 
one of these I have ever had, I finally 
ended up in Northfield Close in my 
delightful bungalow, on Friday 13th: 
celebrating the “unluckiness” of this 
date by managing to lock myself out at 
8.30pm, with no key, no remembrance 
of the key safe number, and not know
ing a soul. Luckily, dear reader, I was 
NOT yet in my dressing gown … Well 
a very helpful young man knew how to 
access the key safe number and all was 
well! Just a foretaste of the AMAZING 
friendliness and helpfulness I have met 
with here, in every direction. I had 
wondered, coming from a tiny village 
in Radnorshire, if I would feel isolated; 
but far from it. So thanks to ALL of 
you out there who have smiled at me 
and asked me if I am “settling in ok”. 
I surely am.

Ploughing through all the necessary 
paperwork, with help from Rev. 
Hilary, encouragement from Norman, 
and advice from the Ely Diocese, I hope 
to be given “Permission to Officiate” 
here quite soon. I so look forward 
to being part of the “church team” 
and fulfilling my calling to Ministry. 
To assist in the business of serving 
a Parish, conducting the Services, 
carrying out Funerals, Weddings and 
Baptisms, and doing such Pastoral 
Visiting as required, is such an huge 
and humbling privilege. I have done 
many things in my long life: secretary, 
trainee opera singer, laboratory analyst, 
field botanist, not to mention wife/
mother/granny/greatgranny etc., but 
I feel that I have “kept the best till last” 
as the saying goes.

You have made me feel so welcome 
already; in the Church, at Craft Group, 
in St. Mary’s Guild; and I am sure 
I will meet the same kind of welcome 
in the Gardening Club and the WI. 
Thank you all so much; and I look 
forward to getting to know you, and 
helping you all to the very best of my 
ability. With love and blessings, Rev. 
Lucy McKeown.

Future and ongoing events

Memory Lane
Continues on fourth Tuesdays of the 
month at the Eco Hub. In February we 
learned a bit of gentle Tai Chi and made 
posies, in April we will be entertained 
by a ukulele group and making Easter 
bonnets, our May meeting will take 
a theme chosen by the people at the 
group this month.

Simple Lunches
These are running at the Church Hall 
in Gamlingay on alternate Tuesdays, 
mirroring the initiative at Everton. 
Slow to start, a few more people were 
joining us for March, we expect to 
continue through April while there are 
‘customers’. Donations during March 
and into this month will be shared 
between the work of the church in 
Gamlingay and our linked Diocese of 
Niassa in Mozambique.

Mental Health First Aid and 
Toddler Praise
At time of writing there are still ideas 
without an action plan, watch next 
time for any developments following 
the March Gazette.

Love from Hilary
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Gamlingay Library
20 years of Community Library in Gamlingay
Gamlingay Community Managed 
Library turns twenty this year!

In 2003 Cambridgeshire County 
Council closed their library here in 
Gamlingay, and so the community 
stepped up.

Since 2003 Gamlingay Library 
has been run by a series of teams 
of enthusiastic volunteers, to gether 
with parttime members of staff 
employed by Gamlingay Parish 
Council. We will be holding a 20th 
birthday party later in the year and 
would very much like to see as many 
previous volunteers as possible, 
so please get in touch if you have 
volunteered at the library in the 
past.

We would also love to see and 
share any photos or memories you 
have of Gamlingay Community 
Library over the last 20 years. As 
some people may remember, for 
many years the library was sited at 
the Village College, then it moved 
to the Almshouse Chapel for a short 
period, and finally ended up in the 
Eco Hub. We have very few photos 
of the library before its move to the 
Eco Hub, so if you have any pictures 
or memories to share we would be 
delighted.

Lastly, we would like to thank the 
people of Gamlingay for your con
tin  ued support for and use of Gam
lingay Library now and over the last 
twenty years.

The library opening hours can be 
found in the ‘What’s on’ section.

Gamlingay Library, The Eco Hub, 
Stocks Lane, Gamlingay SG19 3JR

www.gamlingayecohub.org.uk/
thelibrary/

Tel: 01767 651 226
Facebook @GamlingayLibrary

Happy 
Brownies 
building skills
Gamlingay Brownies would like 
to say a big THANK YOU to 
the Cock Inn, Gamlingay for the 
generous donation from their 
char ity fundraising pot. The 
money will support unit acti vi
ties and some has been used to 
re place some of the unit’s Holiday 
Tops that were looking a bit paint 
stain ed and tired after several 
years of use. The Brownies are 
look ing for wards to wearing the 
new tops when they go on Pack 
Holi day in June to Windy Sayles 
holi day house which is very near to 
Whipsnade Zoo. A visit to see the 
animals is definitely on the cards.

This term at Brownies we are 
be ing creative, working on the 
Innovate Skills Builder badge. 
The girls have made zip wires for 
soft toys, created works of art and 
will be experimenting to identify 
the best tools for a job. We also 
celebrated Thinking Day on the 
22nd February, the joint birthday 
of Lord Baden Powell and his wife 
Olave the first World Chief Guide, 
by writing to a Brownie Girl Scout 
group in America and holding an 
American themed evening finding 
out about Girl Scout Cookies. The 
term will end with making choco
late nests and egg cups for Easter.

If your daughter is aged between 
seven and nine and would like to 
join Brownies please register your 
interest on the Girlguiding web 
site: www.girlguiding.org.uk/
informationforparents/register
yourdaughter/ and we will be in 
touch.

Kate Laugharne, part-time Gamlingay 
Library Manager. Gamlingay Brownies modelling their 

new holiday tops.
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Weekly Events

Mondays
10.00am to 10.45am

Zumba Gold
10.00am to 3.00pm

Kingfisher Disability Group
1.00pm to 2.30pm

Movement for Memory
5.45pm to 6.30pm

Street Dance & Freestyle Disco age 8+ 
6.00pm to 7.00pm

Rainbow Guides
6.00pm to 7.30pm

Slimming World
7.00pm to 8.00pm

Circuits

Tuesdays
9.30am to 10.30am

Mat Pilates
10.00am to 11.00am

Preschoolers’ Rhyme and Craft 
Session

10.45am to 11.45am
Chair Pilates

12.00noon to 1.00pm
Pilates for Seniors

2.00pm to 4.00pm
Carpet Bowls

7.15pm to 8.15pm
Yoga

Wednesdays
9.30am to 10.30am

Fitness to Prevent Injury
10.00am to 3.00pm

Kingfisher Disability Group
10.30am to 12.30pm

Love Art Community Art Group

Thursdays
9.30am to 10.30am

Tai Chi
10.00am to 11.00am

Cha Char Chimps Childrens’ Fun 
Session

10.00am to 12.00noon
Crafty Ladies Craft Group  
(Gentlemen welcome too!)

11.30am to 12.15pm
Cha Char Baby Chimps Session for 
newborns and nonwalking babies

4.30pm to 7.45pm
Alice Lucas School of Dance

5.30pm to 7.00pm
Youth Café

7.00pm to 9.00pm
Youth Club

Fridays
10.00am to 3.00pm

Kingfisher Disability Group
10.30am to 12.30pm

Connect Café Community Coffee 
Morning

Sundays
8.00am to 12.15pm

Little Ruggers

Monthly/One-off Events  
in January and February
For Men to Talk

First Tuesday of the month
6.00pm to 8.00pm

Easter Egg Hunt Saturday 
Saturday 8th April
12.00noon to 2.00pm

Gamlingay & District Gardening Society
First Tuesday of the month
7.30pm to 9.30pm

Gamlingay History Society
Second Tuesdays of the month
7.30pm to 9.30pm

Parish Council Meeting
Second and fourth Tuesdays of the 
month, starting 7.30pm

Alice Lucas School of Dance Easter 
Workshop

Wednesday 12th and Thursday 13th 
April, 9.30am to 3.30pm

Ceroc Dance workshop
16th April, 11.00am to 4.00pm

Women’s Institute
Third Tuesday of the month
7.30pm to 9.30pm

New Age Kurling – Free taster session
Thursday 20th April 4.00pm

Memory Lane Group
For people living with dementia and 
memory loss and their companions
Fourth Tuesday of the month
2.00pm to 4.00pm

Gamlingay Players Spring Production
Friday 28th and Saturday 29th April

What’s on at the  
Eco Hub in April

How about 
tracing your 

roots?
If you would like to learn about 
your family history, then the Cam
bridge shire and Hunting don shire 
Family History Society is for you!

We have been helping people 
trace their ancestors and tran
scrib ing and preserving local 
re cords in Cam bridgeshire and 
Hun tingdonshire since 1976.

We passionately believe that 
family history can be a rewarding, 
interesting and sociable hobby for 
ALL ages. We can help you trace 
your tree, whether your ancestors 
came from Cambridgeshire and 
Huntingdonshire or further afield. 
If you are a beginner, we will show 
you where to start and if you are a 
more advanced researcher, we can 
help you progress further.

You will meet likeminded 
people and make new friends at 
our monthly research surgeries, 
currently held in Cambridge, Bar 
Hill, Ely, March, Huntingdon and 
St Ives and at our talks on a wide 
range of interesting family and 
local history topics which are held 
in person and on Zoom.

Membership starts from only 
£7.00 per year and you will re
ceive a jampacked quarterly 
jour nal full of tips and news, a 
wealth of local knowledge, access 
to mem bers only records and free 
mem ber ship to the University of 
Cam bridge library.

We use your subscriptions to 
work with local archives tran scrib
ing and preserving documents for 
future generations and to fund 
local initiatives such as the recent 
school project where primary 
school children were taught about 
the Victorian era using local 
records.

For more information, see our 
website www.chfhs.org.uk;
email: secretary@chfhs.org.uk or 
message us on our Facebook page: 
CambridgeshireFHS

Cambridgeshire & 
Huntingdonshire  

Family History Society
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Cambs Home Improvement Agency 
(HIA) is a shared council service oper
ating on behalf of Cambridge City 
Council, Huntingdonshire District 
Council, and South Cambridgeshire 
District Council.

We enable elderly and disabled adults 
and children to adapt their home so 
that it is a suitable for them to live in 

safely and independently. This work is 
usually funded by a Disabled Facilities 
Grant (DFG), but we also support and 
enable those who are not eligible for 
grants as what we call “private clients”.

Special Purpose Assistance (grants 
and loans) are also available to enable 
householders on low incomes to com
plete certain types of repair work and 
improve the energy efficiency of their 
home.

The funding for Disabled Facilities 
Grants is allocated to each district 
council by the government. The coun
cils then add extra funds to the budget 
from their own resources based on the 
level of demand in their area.

Hunting donshire has a particularly 
high level of demand for adaptations 
and they are therefore unable to offer 
further dis cretionary services such 
as repairs, energy grants or top up 
grants.

The agency exists to support people 
who might not otherwise be able to 
organise the work themselves.We 
appoint contractors who are experi
enced in completing this type of work 
and who have experience of working 

with our client group. We can only 
approve grants for works that have not 
yet started and there fore we encourage 
people, to get in touch with us early.

The team consists of a Manager, 
Sur veyors, Caseworkers and Business 
Support staff who each play a role in 
supporting people to apply for grants, 
appoint contractors, specify and over
see the completion of all works. Most 
staff have years of experience in this 
type of work.

There is more information on our 
website at www.cambshia.org.

You can also watch a video about 
Disabled Facilities Grants on our Face
book page (Cambs Home Improve ment 
Agency).

Examples of our work can be found 
on our Facebook and Instagram pages 
for those who have access to social 
media.
If you’d like more information, please 

contact us on:
01954 713 330/ 01954 713 347  

or email us at:
hia@cambs.org

and we will be happy to answer your 
enquiry.

Special home improvement grants for the disabled and the elderly
Home improvement grants
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Gamlingay village has a reputation for 
its unique and memorable characters, 
each with a distinct nickname that tells 
a story. One such individual is Gary 
Brooks, affectionately known as Blue 
Beard by his friends.

Gary is a cherished and helpful mem
ber of the community who is now ap
proaching his 60th birthday. He stands 
tall at over six feet and is recognized for 
his signature blue beard, which he dyes 
to raise funds for Cancer Relief.

Gary is always eager to lend a hand, 
whether it’s walking dogs, feeding 
horses, sawing wood, completing odd 
jobs, assisting with village events, or 
delivering the Gazette. His deep affec
tion for animals and birds stems from 
his childhood spent in the countryside 
on the Suffolk coast.

However, Gary’s passion extends 
beyond the animal kingdom and into 
the realm of food. He is renowned 
for his insatiable appe tite, and anyone 
who invites him over for dinner should 
prepare to provide plenty of food.

Gary also has a love for rock music 
and a dedicated follower of a local band, 
The Victims, at whose per form ances he 
could be seen playing along with his air 
guitar with great ent husi asm. He enjoys 
collecting music CDs whenever he finds 

 

MEMORY LANE 
• A support and social 
group for people with 
memory issues and 
their companions. All 
welcome. 

• Every fourth Tuesday 
of the month.  

• 2 – 4pm at 
Gamlingay Eco Hub 

To let us know you are coming please contact 

• Revd Hilary Young tel 07980 468479 
• Gerry Brunt tel 07752428191 
• Kate Laugharne tel 01767 651226 

Or email manager@gamlingayecohub.org.uk 

Memory Lane is a joint project 
between St Mary the Virgin Church, 
Gamlingay and Gamlingay Eco Hub. 
 

 

A tribute to Gary Brooks

them in charity shops.
On the 20th April, Gary turns 60, 

and he would like to invite his friends 
and family to celebrate with him on 
22nd April at the Wheatsheaf where he 
will, undoubtedly, be eager to share his 
passion and knowledge of music.

Jenny Joy, who is one of his favourite 
performers, will be providing the 
enter tain ment.

Gary is a highly respected member 
of the community, and we are thrilled 
to celebrate his milestone with him. 
Happy Birthday Gary, from all of your 
friends in Gamlingay. We love you!
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Alec Norman Garages
If you lived in the village before the late 1980s you would 
have known of Alec Norman and his chain of garages and 
also his collection of veteran and vintage cars.

Alec owned garages in Gamlingay, Potton and Bedford 
but also at times Luton and St Neots.

During the Second World War while Alec was in the 
RAF, his wife Ivy ran their taxi business based in Gamlingay 
but when Alec was demobbed after the war he extended 
the business in Gamlingay with the addition of a small 
garage with petrol pumps. This was the start of his empire! 
He also took over an old bus depot in Potton turning it into 
another small garage with petrol pumps.

Over the years both Gamlingay and Potton grew in size 
with extensions being built on and services offered including 
body works department, car sales and at Gamlingay a large 
parts store. Bedford was then included in the garages with 
high class cars for sale, repair and servicing.

The Potton operation was sold in the mid 1970s for the 
building of Royston Court flats but Gamlingay was further 
extended with offices and a huge new and used car sales 
department. The Gamlingay business was sold in the late 
1980s to J F Keen then sold to a developer in the late 1990s 
for the building of The Maltings housing project.

As well as his garages Alec loved veteran and vintage cars 
with over twenty in his ownership at any one time. Over 
the years I think he must have owned a hundred or more.

Along with a 1904 Darracq in which he completed the 
London to Brighton Car Rally, he also owned Lady Docker’s 
Daimler, Norman Wisdom’s Jaguar SS100 which had a 
nickel dashboard and chrome exhausts and a Sunbeam that 
was used in the television series Dr Finley’s Casebook.

Pic 1: An advertisement for Gamlingay and Potton garages 
including the three figure telephone number and top range 
motor cars at 1950s prices.

Pic 2: Alec Norman’s first garage in Potton before many exten
sions, used to be part of Omar Bartle’s bus depot. You can see 
in the picture Bill Bruce (my dad) aged 16 in his first job as 
motor mechanic and petrol pump attendant. He later took an 
apprenticeship at college, served two years in national Service 
in the REME and later became manager at this garage.

Pic 3: John Gilbert (left) and Harold “Scaff ” Norman (right) 
Alec’s brother at the Gamlingay garage, Maltings side, with one 
of the company’s tow trucks c.1958.

Pic 4: The Maltings side of Gamlingay garage from the air 
showing the size of the property. With – working left to right 
– small office and house, large office block with car showroom 
and sales office underneath, then moving right car sales for new 
and used cars, car bodywork repairs shop under the pointed 
roofline then parts stores leading to car mechanics repair shop 
(just visible).

1

3

2

4
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Pic 5: The Church Street side of Alec Norman’s garage, with a 
car sales showroom beneath the living accommodation, then a 
driveway leading to a vast car repair garage then cycle sales and 
repairs.

For anything on the Historyman either call me on 
07925 119 346 or email me on nb777@btinternet.com

Pic 8: Ted Davies, Terry Leonard and Jack Albone in the early 
1960s in front of the Maltings workshop with their own cars. 
The workshop was entered via a concrete ramp.

Pic 7: The petrol pumps used to be up a small driveway on the 
right hand side of the street but later an old barn was bought, 
demolished to make way for a petrol forecourt.

Pic 6: The bodywork repair shop, part of the old Maltings 
complex, inside was a small office, spray booth with large 
extractor fans and top label chassis and bodywork jig for 
straightening the worst damaged cars.

Pic 10: Just one of Alec’s Veteran or Vintage cars pictured 
outside Maypole House in Church Street (a favourite spot for 
his car pictures). The car is a 1940s Rolls Royce, a favourite 
make of Alec’s.

Pic 9: Alec Norman John Gilbert (garage manager) and Bob 
Young (workshop foreman at a dinner for the car trade in the 
early 1960s.

I hope you enjoyed just a small part of a very large story 
of one man and his lifelong love of the motorcar.

Betty Harvey has been in touch with a couple of recol
lections brought to mind by last month’s Historyman on 
Omar Bartle’s buses:

“With friends on the journey from Biggleswade one 
night during WW2 on one of Omar’s buses driven by the 
man himself a German Doodlebug was coming overhead 
so Omar stopped the bus so all the passengers could get 
out to listen to it.”

“On the way from Biggleswade to Gamlingay the driver 
would let the passengers off in Potton to get fish and chips 
while he waited.”

Thanks Betty.

5

6

7

8

9

10
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We’ve had a busy start to the year, 
re searching lots of new ideas to ensure 
that Gamlingay School’s Out Club 
(GSOC) offers your children as much 
fun and excitement as possible this 
summer. The timetable of activities 
will once again include a wide range 
of craft and cooking sessions, plus we 
hope to offer one or two extraspecial 
activities too. And for those who like 
to play freely, there will be the usual 
wide range or toys and equipment 
available to all. Our opening dates 
this year are:

Monday 7th to  
Friday 11th August 2023

GSOC 2022
was the hot one!
We thought that Covid had given us 
enough of a challenge in the summer 
of 2021, however, GSOC 2022 gave us 
the mother of all heatwaves to contend 
with!

Our aim is always to ensure that the 
children experience as much enjoy
ment from the club as possible, but 
we also had to focus on how we could 
pre vent the children from over heating, 
as they ran and played outside.

Extra shelters were placed in the 
school playground to offer shade and 
the foot ball play on the MUGA was 

re strict ed to shorter periods, to allow 
the children a chance to grab a drink 
and try to cool off.

The temperature continued to climb 
day by day, making the tuck shop’s 
frozen icepops a huge hit. On the hot
test day we gave free icepops to the 
children and volunteers to encourage 
some downtime in the shade.

We also made a lastminute purchase 
of 100 water shooters so the children 
could enjoy a mass water fight with 
each other in the playground. The 
adult volunteers took the brunt of 
attacks, but despite their yelps and 
screams they very much welcomed the 
spray of cold water.

The children had such a blast, with 
big beaming smiles on their very wet 
faces at the end of it all. We wished 
everyone farewell at our final session 
with a free icecream treat from a 

visiting icecream van. The children 
queued so patiently under the shade of 
the trees for their whippy creation.

They really were a fabulous bunch 
and made the GSOC club week an 
absolute joy for us all.

The children had the chance to bake 
delicious cookies, pizza wheels, and 
jam tarts and loved all the mess that 
came with making marshmallow pops. 
In Ruth’s craft room children were 
busy using fantasy film, clock mak
ing, decorating masks and shells, and 
designing Tshirts.

But the most popular craft session 
was the ‘Archaeology Dig’, where 
children were tasked with discovering 
the hidden ancient treasures using 
their own miniature hammer and 
chisel.

The dig made an awful mess, as you 
can imagine, but the children were 
truly in their element chipping and 
banging away to find the buried toy 
gems and mini skeletons.

We reached our maximum capacity, 
being 100 children, on both of the 
Monday sessions (am and pm). Other 
sessions were close to full too and as 
expected, the Lunch Club was over
subscribed. It only takes two extra 
volunteers to allow us to open up a 
second Lunch Club classroom, so if a 
small number of the parents who want 
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to use it were to volunteer for just 
one lunch hour, we could provide this 
service to an additional 30 children 
each day.

So please do consider if you can help 
this coming summer as just one hour 
of your time can make a big difference 
to so many.

Wowed by local support
The extraspecial activities we offered 
last summer were truly amazing and 
were only made possible by the gen
erosity of others. As a small volun tary 
community group we rely on and 
wel come donations from third parties, 
with the aim of giving the children 
of Gamlingay a chance to experience 
something new and exciting. This 
espe c ially applies to those children 
who might otherwise spend much or 

all of their summer break confined to 
their family home.

We were able to hire an impressive 
7.5 metre climbing tower for a day, 
which was fully funded by a very kind 
and caring family from Gamlingay 
(who wish to remain anonymous).

The GSOC children had a fantastic 
time trying to find the correct place 
for their hands and feet as they scram
bled up the climbing tower.

Those who reached the top had the 
chance to sound the buzzer to cele
brate, plus the rope and belay system 
ensured that children of all abilities 
had a fast and fun route back to the 
ground.

This donation really blew us away 
and was very much appreciated by one 
and all.

Our thanks go to Dakram Materials 
Ltd for generously sponsoring a full 
day of ‘Science Boffins’ at GSOC. 
The visiting Boffin hosted two science 
parties, where the children were wow
ed with many jawdropping and hands
on science experiments.

Some children made gooey slime 
whilst others made icecream using 
dry ice. The children loved being 
Science Boffins and, who knows, may
be with the help of Dakram Materials 
Ltd we have inspired some future 
scientists among our GSOC members.

We were also able to bring crazy golf 
to GSOC last summer with generous 
sponsorship once again from the local 
business owners of Hadley James 
Limited. We hired a ninehole mini 
golf course which was set up inside 
the school hall (away from the heat 
and sun!). The course required lots of 
concentration and skill but resulted in 
lots of laughter among friends. We are 
very grateful they made this activity 
possible.

‘Inflatable Friday’ has become a 
GSOC tradition todate. The children 
love playing freely, moving from the 

Disco Dome to the Bouncy Slide and 
onto the 46foot inflatable assault 
course. The arrival of the inflatable 
also gives our team of volunteers a 
chance to start packing away the small
er floor toys, to ease the bur den when 
GSOC closes that same day.

Our thanks this year go to the Little 
Gransden Air and Car Show com
mittee for donating funds to hire the 
three inflatables. This activity always 
brings an energetic and noisy end to 
the week, and we wouldn’t want it any 
other way!!

We give thanks to Gamlingay 
Parish Council who, through a suc
cess ful grant application, enabled us to 
pur chase some new equipment which 
included our very own heavy duty 
gazebo.

They also kindly let us bor row their 
own commercial gazebo for the week, 
which allowed the child ren to enjoy 
playing with toys out doors whilst 
sheltered from the blister ing sun.

We also give thanks to our local  
Co-Op, who at next to no notice don
ated fruit that would help to fill any 
hungry bellies during the play sessions. 
And not forgetting Gamlingay Village 
Primary School, for allowing us all 
the space we needed to run another 
successful GSOC week.

Continued on page 20
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Our biggest thanks of course must 
go to the many Volunteers who join us 
for GSOC club week, to help supervise 
and look after the children. We cannot 
run the club without them.

Some like to join in with a game of 
table tennis or pool in the hall, or hula 
hooping or dodge ball in the play
ground. Others like to sit and quietly 
supervise from the side lines. It all 
helps! 

Every person who joins us is enabling 
the children of Gamlingay to make 
some great mem or ies and try new 
activities, along with their siblings and 
school friends.

We hope our valued volunteers from 
2022 will return to help us again this 
coming summer, and new faces are 
always welcome.

Please email gamlingaysoc@
outlook.com if you are interested in 
volunteering in August 2023, or if you 

have any skills you might wish to share 
with the children during one session.

Session details for 2023
We are based at Gamlingay Village 
Primary School and this year we offer 
the following sessions:
Morning Sessions

Monday 7th to Friday 11th August
9.30am to 12.00pm

Lunch Club
Monday 7th to Thursday 10th August
12.00pm to 1.00pm

Afternoon Sessions
Monday 7th to Thursday 10th August
1.00pm to 3.30pm
The session fee is £5.00 per child. 

The fee includes access to daily craft 
and cooking activities (subject to 
helpers), a vast range of toys and sports 
equipment including table tennis, air 
hockey and pool tables, as well as foot
ball, basketball and much more.

As mentioned above, we also try to 
offer something extra special at least 
once during the week too, which is 

Continued from page 19



April 2023 | 21 

dependent on donations or sponsorship 
received.

Registration period
A timetable of bookable craft and 
cook ing activities will be published 
with the registration pack in April. 
The registration packs can be request
ed by email between Monday 24th 
April and Friday 12th May 2023. We 
will not consider any requests re
ceived outside of this period and we 
do not run a ‘waiting list’ ahead of the 
registration period.

Please email gamlingaysoc@outlook.
com to request your packs during the 
above mentioned dates. We will also 

issue paper registration packs at the 
Gam lingay Village Primary School in 
late April for the benefit of those who 
are unable to accept or print packs by 
email.

The absolute deadline for forms and 
payments to be returned to GSOC is 
6.00pm on Friday 12th May.

Each session is limited strictly to 100 
children and therefore we can ONLY 
accept registrations from children 
aged 5 to 12 years who either live in 
Gamlingay or who attend Gamlingay 
Village Primary School. We cannot 
accommodate children outside of this 
age group or from the surrounding 
areas. Spaces are allocated on a first
comefirstserved basis on receipt of 
booking form and payment.

The Lunch Club is currently limited 
to 30 children, bringing their own 
packed lunches.

Future updates
If you are a Facebook user, please 
‘Like’ our page (www.facebook.com/
gamlingaysoc) for future updates. 
Our page contains many posts from 
previous years which will allow you 
to see all that GSOC offers. Please 
share information and updates with 
your friends and family who do not 

use Facebook, if they are interested in 
registering their children this summer.

We hope to see you in August and 
thank you for your continued support.

Gamlingay School’s Out Club 
Committee
Paula Wilson   Chair
Kim Wilde   Treasurer
Ruth Baglin   Secretary  

(and Craft Queen)
Laura Critchlow   New Committee 

Member
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New Council homes in 
Gamlingay
It’s wonderful to welcome the first of 
34 new Council homes in Gamlingay 
on the Downing Gardens site. The 
first ten new energyefficient homes 
have been completed and by the time 
you read this they should all have 
people with a local connection living 
in them.

All have high levels of insulation 
to help residents keep energy bills 
as low as possible and reduce carbon 
emis sions. Bicycle sheds are being 
pro vided for every home. The wider 
deve lop ment includes a village green 
area and children’s play equipment – 
both located close to the new Council 
homes and the newly opened footpath 
to Green End.

Of the first ten new Council homes, 
six have been made available at afford
able rent with rent capped at no more 
than 80% of the local market rate, 
in cluding service charges where ap
plic able. All six affordable rent homes 
are twobedroom houses. The re main
ing four will be available on a shared 
own er ship basis. There are two two
bedroom homes and two threebed
room homes available.

Anyone interested in these new 
Coun cil homes should visit Home Link 
on the Council’s website. Those inter
ested in the shared ownership pro per
ties should visit William H Brown and 
search for shared owner ship properties 
in Gamlingay.

County Council Budget
The council set its 2023/24 budget at 
its Full Council meeting in February. 
All four political group leaders on the 
County Council have also writ ten to 
Rt. Hon Michael Gove MP Secre tary 
of State for Levelling Up, Hous ing 
and Communities to press for pro
gress with funding reforms for local 
government which currently penalises 
Cambridgeshire and its residents.

Among other points made to him 
was that Cambridgeshire County 
Council has seen its core government 
funding cut from £143m in 2013/14 
to just £68m in 2023/24, a real terms 
reduction of 70%. In 2023/24, Cam
bridgeshire’s core spending power per 
head will be £746.

The average of our statistical neigh
bours is £831 per head – if Cam bridge
shire received this average in stead, we 
would have around £58m of addi tion al 
funding available to us – to fill pot
holes, for example. And we do need 
it – between the 2011 and 2021 census 
points, the population of Cam bridge
shire grew by more than nines times 
the rate for England.

Cost of living support
Plans for a further cost of living sup
port package for residents, worth 
more than £200,000, have been 
pub lished by South Cambridgeshire 
District Council and will include a 
road show of cost of living talks; sup
port to transform more Warm Hubs 
into Com munity Wellbeing Hubs, 
increasing awareness of Council Tax 
support, more free energy saving 
appliances and the creation of a South 
Cambridgeshire Sustainable Food 
Network. The roadshow of cost of 
liv ing talks, organised in partnership 

with parish councils, will see a rolling 
pro gramme of events that are designed 
to high light support available to the 
most vulnerable.

25 Warm Hubs have been running 
across South Cambridgeshire, includ
ing Gamlingay, this winter, with more 
than 2,000 visits recorded up to the 
start of February. Run by Cam bridge
shire ACRE, they are free cosy spaces 
which residents of all ages can visit 
to socialise, work, and catch up with 
friends.

Shortly a Council Tax com muni ca
tions campaign will start in order to 
increase the number of eligible people 
who are aware of, and sub sequently 
claim, financial help to wards their 
Council Tax bill.

There are also plans to expand South 
Cambridgeshire District Council’s 
scheme to provide free energy saving 
appliances to those residents who 
are only just about managing, next 
winter. So far this winter, more than 
300 South Cambridgeshire residents 
have been provided with either a slow 
cooker, electric blanket, or both by the 
Council.

We are also proposing a South Cam
bridgeshire Sustainable Food Network 
to link all the existing foodbanks in 
the district, creating a network of 
sup port for each other – with the 
overriding aim of replicating what the 
bril liant Gam lingay Food Hub does by 
dis tri but ing food that would other wise 
end up being thrown away.

 The net work would also look to 
create links with local farmers to don
ate ex cess food that is not suitable for 
super markets, encourage com munities 
to grow fresh vegetables for the most 
vul ner able, and promote healthy eating 
and more plantbased diets.

Support for Ukraine
At South Cambs we continue to look 
for new potential hosts via our Spare 
Room campaign which appeals for 
anyone who would like to get involved 
to apply to rematch existing guests 
via the Homes for Ukraine scheme. 



April 2023 | 23 

Hosts receive up to £500 per month as 
a thank you payment.

If you are interested in hosting, or 
know of someone else who may be in
ter ested, please take a look at our web
site for details of the support available 
to new hosts and or text ROOM to 
88802.

The Home Office has commissioned 
a hotel in Bar Hill for temporary 
accom modation for refugees. This is 
be ing replicated throughout the coun
try as part of the Refugee Dispersal 
Scheme.

20MPH schemes
The Highways & Transport Committee 
approved the changes to the Council’s 
policy on 20MPH speed limits.

The proposed timetable for appli
ca tions for funding for new 20MPH 
speed limits is as follows: Go ‘live’ 
with ap plication process online for 
new schemes in February 2023 with 
appli ca tions between February and 
April 2023.

Prioritization of the sub mitted 
schemes will take place in May to 
June 2023 with Committee report for 
ap proval in July 2023 and thereafter 
pro gram ming and delivery of schemes 
from August.

Bird Flu
The threat of avian influenza (‘bird 
flu’) to poultry and other captive birds 
continues and the Avian Influ enza 
Prevention Zone (AIPZ), includ ing 
mandatory housing measures an noun
ced on 7th November 2022, re main in 
force across England.

The measures legally require all bird 
keepers to keep their birds indoors 
and to follow stringent biosecurity 

measures to help protect their flocks 
from the disease, regardless of type 
or size.

Reports of found dead wild birds 
should be reported through Defra’s 
new online reporting tool or the help
line 03459 335577.

Take 5
As pupil numbers rise at GVP con
cerns about the safety of pupils and 
par ents around the school as well as 
the in crease in traffic at school arrival 
and depar ture times means that we are 
look ing at ways of encouraging people 
to not drive to school. Recently, the 
County Council had funding to pilot 
Take 5 in some schools.

Take 5 is a walking zone around each 
school researched by pupils and adult 
volunteers; and publicised to parents, 
carers, and families using a Take 5 
map, banners outside the school, and 
special events. In most cases the Take 5 
scheme is also marked out by easily 
identifiable signs on lamp columns.

Families who live in, or near the 
zone are encouraged to walk, scoot 
or cycle to and from school every day, 
while those with longer journeys who 
need to drive are asked to park safely 
outside the zone and to walk the last 
five minutes of their journey

Walking is a great way to improve 
the general health of the whole family. 
Many parents say they drive to school 
because they need their car to travel 
on to work.

This scheme shows famili es that it 
can often be quicker and easier, and 
indeed less stressful to leave the car 
at home while they do the school run, 
and they can get some healthy exercise 
at the same time.

If this is something you might want 
to get involved with then please get in 
touch… Your Councillors are here to 
help you. Please do feel free to con tact 
us with comments, questions, prob
lems or complaints. We hope we can 
help but if we can’t we are likely to 
know someone who can!

From the Fire Service
Fire Service colleagues have asked resi
dent to keep an eye out for faulty or 
damaged hydrants. These are marked 
with a yellow sign usually with a big H 
on them. You can contact the Hydrant 
Main tenance team at https://orlo.uk/
YBCE9

Are you on oil?
The Alternative Fuel Payments scheme 
is intended to deliver a oneoff pay
ment of £200 to UK households who 
are not on the mains gas grid and 
there fore use alternative fuels, such as 
heat ing oil, to heat their homes. The 
scheme is now open via GOV.uk (and 
not Councils).

Relas (Reject Luton Airport 
Stacking)
Please continue with your objections 
& complaints to noise@ltn.aero 
on any excess noise and disturbance 
caused by aircraft approaching Luton 
and please copy in your Parish and 
District Councils to all objections/
correspondence to Luton Airport.

In your complaints to Luton Airport, 
you are encouraged to refer to the sub
standard consultation process and the 
poor design of AD6 which pollutes air 
further, by lengthening flight times. 
There were no mention of night flights 
in the consultation documents.



24 April 2023

Budget 2023-24
The District Council has now set it’s 
budget for the forthcoming year. The 
council has agreed an Authorised Limit 
for total external debt of £447.673m 
and forecasts external borrowing to be 
£315.1m by March 2026. The budget 
has a significant gap with £2.79m of 
savings/income identified. Council tax 
is to be increased by the maximum, 
un fortunately, the amend ment I pro
posed to freeze coun cil tax was voted 
down.

I raised con cerns over the in creased 
borrowing and coun cil tax rises along 
side the poten tial reduction of ser
vice quality as a result of the amount 
of savings made, I did not sup port the 
budget.

Housing Budget
I was pleased to support the council’s 
plan to increase the amount of council 
housing stock across the district. 
There was also a review of the Council 
house rents and shared ownership pro
per ties rates. The Council has de cid
ed to increase the rents and charges 
by 7%, this is the highest in crease 

pos sible as the government has set a 
7% cap. This is something that I did 
not sup port especially in the current 
climate with rising costs.

Four-day week
The District Council have begun trial
ling a fourday working week where 
officers are paid 100% of their pay for 
80% of the hours normally worked but 
are expected to do 100% of the work 
in that time. The trial is initially for 
three months (January to March), this 
will then be reviewed, and a decision 
will be taken whether to extend the 
trial based on evaluating the Key 
Performance Indicators(KPIs). This 
trial is for officebased workers only at 
present and does not currently include 
waste collection operatives though this 
is currently being explored.

Missed bins
There has been an increase of residents 
getting in touch about their bins being 
missed. 

Please report missed bins on the 
link below. A key issue has been for 
assist ed collections, these residents are 
often vulnerable and potentially find it 
difficult to report any missed collec
tions to the council. If you are aware 
of anyone that may be struggling to 
get their bins collected please do get in 
touch.
https://forms.scambs.gov.uk/MISSEDBIN/
launch

Changes to  
battery collections
The council have adjusted collection 
vehicles so that we are now able to 
collect household batteries for re cy
cl ing every bin day meaning residents 

can leave out their batteries weekly on 
top of their green, black or blue bins. 
But to help make collections more 
efficient residents are asked to place 
a small tied plastic bag containing the 
batteries loosely on top of their bin, 
rather than tying it to the bin handle.

Money Helper  
– Government website
Just a reminder of the support available 
via the Money Helper website.

Below are some of the topics where 
information is available:

• Benefits
• Family and care
• Money troubles
• Savings
• Everyday money
• Homes
• Pensions and Retirement
• Work

https://www.moneyhelper.org.uk/en

Congestion charging in 
Cambridge
The Greater Cambridge Partnership 
(GCP) Board have completed their 
consultation on the introduction of a 
charging zone in Cambridge City and 
areas of South Cambridgeshire.

During this process many have been 
asking how and who makes the deci
sion as to whether or not a charge is 
introduced. It has been clarified that 
while the Greater Cambridge Part ner
ship that has promoted and performed 
the consultation the decision will 
have to ultimately be made by Cam
bridgeshire County Council.

I brought a motion to full council in 
November trying to get the District 
Council to respond to the con sultation 
and raise the concerns many have 
raised with myself. Unfor tun ately, this 
was not successful.

I had hoped that even if the reasons 
for refusal were not agreed that the 
Council would still respond to the 
consultation however the District 
Council has made no response.

Community Chest Grants 
expanded to help with cost 
of living
Councillors in October recommended 
that the Community Chest Grant cri
teria be expanded to allow bids that 
include contributions for any pro ject 
that has a positive impact for com
mu ni ties related to the costofliving 
crisis. If anyone would like to apply 
for a grant they can do so via the link 
below.
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Grants for  
electric charging points
A new grant is now available called 
The Electric Vehicle (EV) Charge 
Point Grant. It is to fund the instal la
tion of Electric Vehicle Charge Points 
(EVCPs) for use by the public in the 
car parks of community buildings 
and village halls within South 
Cam bridge shire.

Steeple Morden Parish Council 
has already been successful in be ing 
award ed this grant and my con gratu
la tions goes to all who have worked on 
the sub mission and helped make this 
successful bid.
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/climate-
emergency-and-nature/grants-funding- 
and-community-support/electric-vehicle- 
charge-point-grant/

Planning enforcement form
The way in which planning enforce
ment queries can be made has changed 
recently. Residents are now asked to 
submit an online form rather than 
emailing the compliance team. A link 
to the form is below.
https://forms.scambs.gov.uk/REPORTA-
BREACHOFPLANNINGCONTROL/
launch

Planning Enforcement action has 
been a matter of debate at both Plan
ning Committee and Full Coun cil. 
There is real frustration from coun
cil lors like myself that not enough re
source and priority is given to en forc
ing plan ning consents.

Council offi cers can only act within 
the para meters that councillors set for 
them. I be lieve that en force ment is 
im port ant as a deter rent to stop people 
who deli ber ately seek to over step the 
mark of what they can and cannot do 

but also to give residents confidence in 
the system as a whole.

Emerging Local Plan update
There has been an announcement by 
the District Council that the next local 
plan will be planning for even more 
houses than previously thought.

This means that with a buffer in 
place around 57,000 houses will be 
allo cat ed for development in the next 
local plan. I have provided a link to 
the docu ments that went before the 
Scrutiny and Overview Committee.

I have challenged the wisdom of 
in creasing housing figures given the 
pres sures that our local services that 
al ready exists. Around 8,000 of the 
houses within this new number are 
unallocated.

I have raised concerns that villages 
will become under more pressure of 
development.

While assurances have been given 
that the current spatial strategy is 
be ing continued that does allow for 
fur ther development in villages.

I tried to get information as to what 
sites have been promoted and publish 
the works which hasn’t been updated 
since the Summer, I await a decision as 
to when the Council will update it.
https://scambs.moderngov.co.uk/ieList 
Documents.aspx?CId=417&MId=9693& 
Ver=4

2019/2020 Accounts
The District Council’s 2019/2020 
accounts were approved on 21st Feb
ruary this year. It has been a con tinu
ing concern raised by the Audit and 
Corporate Governance committee. 
It has been incredibly frustrating and 
while communication between the 

council and the External Auditors has 
improved I do feel that if this could be 
fully addressed then the audit pro
cess could really speed up. The 2019 
external audit fees are still being nego
tiated but below are the latest figures 
that have been made available. Given 
the District Council is also paying for 
interim officers to help catch up with 
previous years accounts this has led 
me to question at times the value for 
money that the council is providing 
residents in regards to this matter.

Parish Council 
Grants awarded
The Parish Council was pleased 
to award grants to the following 
groups at its recent Finance and 
General Pur poses Committee 
meeting:
• Gamlingay Football Club £225 

for use of the MUGA during 
pitch improvement works.

• Gamlingay Schools Out Club 
£349 for a foldable pool/air 
hockey table.

• Cambridgeshire Search and 
Rescue £300 for equipment.

• Gamlingay Gardening Club £100 
to maintain village planters.

• Gamlingay Village Primary 
(kitchen garden project) £250 
for a bench/table.

• Gamlingay Leisure £595 for new 
dumbbells.

• Also £840 to Gamlingay WI to 
cover room hire and storage.
The next round of grants will be 

award ed in October 2023.
Application forms can be found 

on our website.
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This is quite a simple dish to prepare. 
It can be made with almost any type 
of cab bage, though best if you use a 
firm, tight form.

Serves two

Ingredients
» 4 outer leaves from a large cabbage
» 2oz/50gm rice
» 2oz/50gm red lentils
» 1 medium carrot (coarsely grated)
» 1tsp vegetable stock powder 

(Marigold)

Mustard sauce
» Glug of oil
» 2tsp, heaped, of English mustard
» 1tsp of flour
» 2tsp, heaped, of grainy mustard
» A pinch of vegetable stock powder 

(Marigold)
» 1tsp of brown sugar
» Splash of wine vinegar

Method
» Place the rice an lentils in a saucepan 

and rinse well, drain and just cover 
(about 5mm).

» Add the grated carrot and stock 
powder, seal the saucepan.

» Bring to a boil then turn off the heat, 
wait for 10 minutes.

» After this the rice and lentils will 
have absorbed all the moisture.

Stuffed Cabbage Rolls

» Leave to cool.
» Blanche the cabbage leaves for five 

minutes then drain and dry well 
using kitchen paper.

» If the rib is particularly large cut out 
a small wedge.

» Lay the leaves out flat and put a 
spoonful of the rice/lentil mixture 
near the bottom edge and roll up, 
tucking in the sides to make a neat 
roll.

» Place in a baking dish, placing the 
sealed edge underneath.

For the mustard sauce
» Place the oil, English mustard and 

flour in a small saucepan.
» Heat until the there are no lumps 

and the mixture is starting to foam.
» Pour in a little water with a pinch of 

stock powder.
» Stir vigorously until the sauce starts 

to thicken.
» Keep adding water until a smooth 

pouring consistency is reached.
» Add the grain mustard, sugar, 

vinegar and a pinch of salt.
» Taste the sauce – it should be smooth 

but without too much mustard ‘bite’.
» If you feel it is a bit sharp, add some 

more sugar.

Cooking
» Preheat the oven 180C gas mark 4.
» Pour the mustard sauce over the rolls 

and baked for 20 minutes.

Vegetarian recipe from Roderick Starksfield

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS
Community Transport Scheme

Call 07519 493 701
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Komino rules
Using the whole list of reversible digit pairs, complete the grid so that each box contains one pair.
A digit cannot be beside the same digit in an adjacent box.
Boxes containing a pair of identical digits cannot be side by side.

I hope that you have enjoyed the challenge 
of solving these Komino puzzles. These are 
similar to the ones I have published in my 
first book of 200 Komino Puzzles which is 
currently available with 25% off the retail 
price from my publishers (Troubador) for 
£7.50 at: www.kominopuzzle.com

Komino Easy

March SolutionKomino Note Pad
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Beginners Breeze Thursday 6 April Ladies Cycling. First Thursday of the month at the Eco Hub.
Contact gill.kitchener@btinternet.com or 07842 135 732

Bellringers Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St. Mary’s, Gamlingay

Bin Collection Days Wednesday 5 April
Friday 14 April
Thursday 20 April
Wednesday 26 April

Blue and Green
Black – alternate day
Blue and Green – alternate day
Black

Cock Inn Monday 10 April Monthly quiz nights starting at 8.00pm. £1.00 per head for 
various charities. New teams welcome.

Community Choir Wednesday 5 April
Saturday 15 April

First Wednesday of the month 8.00pm to 9:30pm
Third Saturday of the month 10.00am to 12.00noon
Both in the Kingspan Hall, Eco Hub

Connect Café Fridays 10.30am to 12:30pm at the Eco Hub. All welcome to a friendly 
dropin cafe for a cuppa and cake – £2 with free drinks refills.
Lifts available. Please contact the Eco Hub Manager.

Eco Hub Sundays
Mondays

Tuesdays

Wednesdays

Thursdays

Fridays

Wednesday 12 April
Thursday 13 April
Thursday 20 April
Tuesday 25 April

Little Ruggers – 8.00am to 12.15pm
Zumba Gold – 10.00am to 10.45am
Kingfisher Disability Group – 10.00am to 3.00pm
Movement for Memory – 1.00pm to 2.30pm
Street Dance & Freestyle Disco 8+ – 5.45pm to 6.30pm
Rainbow Guides – 6.00pm to 7.00pm
Slimming World – 6.00pm to 7.30pm
Circuits – 7.00pm to 8.00pm
Mat Pilates – 9.30am to 10.30am
Preschoolers’ Music & Movement (every other week) – 10.00am 

to 11.00am
Chair Pilates – 10.45am to 11.45am
Pilates for Seniors – 12.00noon to 1.00pm
Carpet Bowls  – 2.00pm to 4.00pm
Yoga – 7.15pm to 8.15pm
Fitness to prevent injury – 9.30am to 10.30am
Kingfisher Disability Group – 10.00am to 3.00pm
Love Art, Community Art Group – 10.30am to 12.30pm
Tai Chi – 9.30am to 10.30am
Cha Char Chimps, childrens’ fun session – 10.00am to 11.00am
Crafty Ladies Craft Group (Gentlemen welcome too!)  – 10.00am 

to 12.00noon
Alice Lucas School of Dance – 4.30pm to 7.45pm
Youth Café – 5.30pm to 7.00pm
Youth Club – 7.00pm to 9.00pm
Kingfisher Disability Group – 10.00am to 3.00pm
Connect Café Community Coffee Morning – 10.30am to 12.30pm
Alice Lucas School of Dance Easter Workshop I – 9.30am to 3.30pm
Alice Lucas School of Dance Easter Workshop I – 9.30am to 3.30pm
New Age Kurling free taster sessio from 1.00pm to 4.00pm
Memory Lane Group for people living with dementia and memory 
loss, and their companions . Fourth Tuesday of the month – 2.00pm 
to 4.00pm

Gamlingay Allotment Assoc. Secretary Robert Carolan, gamlingay.allotments@gmail.com

Gamlingay Archaeological 
Group

Chris Tomsett: Chairman 01767 650 009.
Julia Manley; Julialmanley@yahoo.com
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Gamlingay Library Mondays
Wednesdays
Thursdays
Fridays
Saturdays

2.00pm to 4.00pm – Preschoolers Story Time 2.30pm
2.00pm to 4.00pm – Free computer buddying, ask for more info
10.00am to 12.00noon
10.30am to 12.30pm
10.00am to 12.00noon

Gamlingay Parish Council Tuesday 11 April
Full Council Meeting
Tuesday 25 April
F&GP Meeting

Meetings held at 7.30pm in the Kier Suite at the Eco Hub and 
are open to all. Planning Committee Meetings (open to all) at 
7.00pm prior to the Full Council and Finance & General Purposes 
Meetings.
Clerks: Leanne Bacon and Kirstin Rayner. Tel: 650 310 or  
Email: clerk@gamlingaypc.gov.uk. Agendas available on our 
Website: www.gamlingaypc.gov.uk and on noticeboards.

Gamlingay Walkers Wednesday 5 April
Wednesday 3 May

New members welcome. Further information contact Miriam on 
01767 654 891 or email miriamjones80@hotmail.com

Gardening Club Tuesday 4 April Held in the Main Hall at the Eco Hub at 7.30pm on the first 
Tuesday of the month. Tea, coffee. Contact: Jean 01767 650 367.
Nigel Start: Selfsufficiency in your garden

Greensands Writers Tuesday 18 April Meetings held on the third Tuesday of every month by Zoom.
Details on www.greensandwriters.wixsite.com

Guild of St. Mary's Monday 17 April Monthly meetings, usually third Monday of the month.

Hatley Coffee Morning Tuesday 4 April 10.00am to 1.00pm at Hatley Village Hall. Everyone welcome. 
Donations on the day split between the Village Hall and Church.

Hatley Parish Council Third Tuesday of the 
months March, May, July 
and October

Contact the Clerk Kim Wilde on 01767 650 596 or email 
parishclerk@hatley.info.
Details on the website www.hatley.info or noticeboards.

History Society Tuesday 11 April Meetings are held at the Eco Hub, Stocks Lane at 7.30pm on the 
second Tuesday of each month and is open to all.
Jim Brown: More Gamlingay History

Housing, Police and 
Councillor Surgery

Monday 3 April 9.30am to 10.00am at the Eco Hub on first Monday of the month.

Music Club Thursday 6 March
Thursday 20 Marchl

Meetings held every alternate Thursday.
For further information call Geoff Bruerton on 01767 650 748.

Photographic Society Contact: Nick or Jackie Bruce 01767 651 025/07925 119 346

Potton Ladies Club Tuesday 4 April
Tuesday 2 May

Meetings held on the first Tuesday of the month at the  
Mill Lane Pavillion, Mill Lane, Potton.
Sarah Burgoine: sarahjburgoine@gmail.com or 01767 631 415.

St. Mary’s Choir Thursdays 6.30pm choir practice open to all singers at St. Mary’s Church.

The Gazette Friday 28 April June issue deadline for all copy and adverts.

The Wheatsheaf Wednesdays
Fridays

Pie Night
Fish and Chips – eatin and takeaway

Women’s Institute Tuesday 18 April In the Keir Suite, Eco at 7.30pm on the third Tuesday of the 
month. Please come along to our friendly meetings.
For further info: Lindsay 651 227, Jean 650 367, Jan 652 135

Youth Café and Club Thursdays 5.15pm to 9.00pm. Year 4+ Cafe. Year 8+ Club
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Churches
Baptist Church, Office Church Office

Sally Graves
651 519
650 112

St. Mary The Virgin Rector: Hilary Young
Church Warden: Nick Ingles
Reader: Chris Miller

650 587
07828 934 003
650 779

Halls for Hire
Eco Hub Kate Laughame

manager@gamlingayecohub.org.uk
651 226

Everton Village Hall 682 251
Gamlingay Social Club Katrina Smith 651 775
Hatley St. George Village Hall Kim Wilde, www.hatley.info 650 596
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
St. Mary's Church Lindy Gorton 650 581

Hobbies, Leisure and Interests
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736

gamlingaybellringers@gmail.com
www.gamlingaybellringers.webador.co.uk

Booklinks Kate Laugharne 651 226
Cafe Connect
Fridays 10.30am12.30pm

Ann Kirby 651 134

Community Choir Jane Orchiston 0753 500 5908
East Beds Model Railway Society Secretary: John Wakeman

wakemanpj@aol.com

Friends of St Mary’s Helen Miller 677 390
Gamlingay Allotment Gardeners 
Association (GAGA)

Secretary: Robert Carolan
gamlingayallotments@gmail.com
Membership Secretary: John Way
johnway803@gmail.com

07771 598 810

650 114
Gamlingay Archaeological 
Group (Gamarch)

Chris Tomsett
Secretary: Julia Manley
julialmanley@yahoo.com

650 009

Gamlingay Players Amy Lovat, lovat1@hotmail.com 07843 527 979
Gamlingay Walkers Miriam and Phil Titchner 654 891
Gardening Club Lindy Gorton 650 581
Greensand Writers www.greensandwriters.wixsite.com
Guild of St. Mary's Liz Huckle 650 988
History Society David Allen

gamlingayhistory@gmail.com
651 472

Lacecaps Pat Brunsdon 01480 385 351
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Photographic Society Chair/Secretary. Jackie Bruce

nickbruce7@btinternet.com
651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian Kindersley
Jackie Hough

651 982
651 070

Sandy and District Round Table Lee Packham Brown
Sir John Jacob's Almshouses 
Trustees:

Jackie Hough
Sebastian Kindersley

651 070
651 982

Emergency Services
Police, Ambulance 
and Fire

999

NonEmergency Fire 01223 376 217

NonEmergency Police 
and Community Police

101

PC Mark Heslop 
01480 456 111
(Ask for St Neots Police Station)

Healthcare and Council
Medical centre

Appointments
Out of hours

260 340
111

District nurses 08456 024 064

Age Concern 01354 696 650

Homecare
Anne Hutson

07776 021 611

Community car scheme
Alison Baker

07519 493 701

Parish Council 650 310
Clerks: Kirstin Rayner, Leanne Bacon
at ecohub: clerk@gamlingaypc.gov.uk
web page: www.gamlingaypc.gov.uk
Chairman: Samantha Martin
Vice-Chairman:  Wendy Boyne

Faulty Street Lights 0800 7873 247

Library
Kate Laugharne

651 226

Forward Gamlingay
Chair: Sarah Groom

Hatley Parish Council
Clerk: Kim Wilde

650 596

Email: parishclerk@hatley.info
www.hatley.info
Chairman: Micky Astor

Politics
Member of Parliament

Anthony Browne
0207 219 3000

anthony.browne.mp@parliament.uk

County Councillor
Sebastian Kindersley

651 982

District Councillor
Bridget Smith

650 510
03450 450 500

MondaySaturday 08:00 to 20:00
South Cambridgeshire District Council

Hatley District Councillor
Heather Williams

07885 774 775

cllr.williams@scambs.gov.uk
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St. Neots Model Railway Club John Kneeshaw
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com

Village Show Jayne Dawkins
gamlingayshow@hotmail.com

07713 247973

Women’s Institute Lindsay Bygraves
Jean York

651 227
650 367

Preschool Groups and Education
Carers Group Bridget Smith 650 510
Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 491
Jelly Tots & Marvellous Musicians Lisa Mistrano 07931 356 931
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645

07714 821 940

Rainbow Preschool Lisa Burton 651 996

School
Gamlingay Primary 650 208

Sports
Bowls Club Brian Culverhouse 651 020
Breeze Ladies Cycling Gill Kitchener 650 035
Football Club (Youth Teams) Chair: Brian Culverhouse 651 020
Gamlingay Gym 651 785
Gamlingay Netball Club Gamlingaynetball@gmail.com
Girls Football – MUGA Nancy Kyle

nantmarg@hotmail.co.uk
651 785

Junior Football School Brian Culverhouse 651 020
Tennis Club John Gray 654 165
Waresley Cricket Club Rod Kerr

waresleycc@hotmail.co.uk
07545 453 559

Youth Groups
1st Gamlingay Brownies Jane Brown 652 997
1st Gamlingay Rainbows Sarah Galvin / Jacqueline Boocock

gamlingayrainbows@outlook.com

2nd Gamlingay Guides Benita Scott 650 547
Beavers Nicola,  

gamlingay.beavers@gmail.com
07846 679 908

Explorers Vacancy
Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gamlingay Scouts Charlie Jackson 07852 785 773
Gransden Cubs Susan Jefferd 261 000
Pathfinder Scouts Paul O’Shea

paul.r.oshea@googlemail.com
Paul Bevis
Bevis2021@gmail.com

07555 530 996

07779 651 543

Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212 
Youth Cafe Lucy Rands 07929 453 235
Youth Club Lucy Rands 07929 453 235

Cambridge County Council
Care Services 

Adult Health and 
Social Service General 
Enquiries

0345 045 5201

Adult Social Care 0345 045 5202

Children’s Services 0345 045 5203

Blue Badges Disabled 
Parking

0345 045 5204

Occupational Health 0345 045 5205

Learning Disability 
Partnership/Sensory 
Services

0345 045 5221

General Community Services

Citizenship 0345 045 5155

Education Transport 0345 045 5208

Education Welfare 
Benefits Service

0345 045 1361

Family Information 
Service

0345 045 1360

General Enquiries 0345 045 5200

Human Resources 
(Recruitment Line)

0345 045 5210

Library Services 
(includes automatic 
renewals)

0345 045 5225

Online Payments 
Support

0345 045 5211

Streetscene
(Highways, Transport and 
Streets)

0345 045 5212

Switchboard 0345 045 5222

Trading Standards 0845 404 0506

Waste Management 0345 045 5207

Other Emergency Services
Power cuts

UK Power Networks 105

Water supply
Cambridge Water 01223 706 050

Surface flooding
Cambs County 
Councill 0345 045 5200

Sewer flooding
Anglian Water 03457 145 145

Domestic gas 
emergency 0800 111 999
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Can you HELP! the Community Transport Scheme?
Volunteer drivers URGENTLY needed – Contact 07519 493 701


