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From Eco Hub to
Warm Hub?

As we prepare for a winter when
many people will be unable to
afford to heat their homes properly
and will perhaps have to make
the choice between heating and
food, plans are afoot to help rural
communities help themselves by
developing Warm Hubs.
Cambridgeshire ACRE (Action with
Communities in Rural England) was
originally formed in 1924 and aims
to assist rural communities seize
opportunities and drive forward
projects.
Cambridgeshire ACRE defines a
‘Warm Hub’ as: “A warm and safe
place where local people can expect a
friendly and inclusive welcome. People
can come along on their own, or with
a friend, and talk to others over a hot
drink or maybe a hot meal.
“They can get practical tips and
advice on saving energy costs and
keeping safe and warm at home. They
will also be helped to access specialist
advice and support on things such as
cost-of-living grants or debt advice.
Warm Hubs can run from publicly
accessible community buildings, such
as community centres, village halls,
churches and their halls, older peoples’
day centres, youth centres and com
munity libraries.”
Cambridgeshire ACRE says it wishes
to work alongside parish councils,
village hall committees, church com
munities, local charities and other
community groups to establish a net
work of Warm Hubs with the target

of opening the doors of the first ones
in October as the weather starts to get
colder.
“We expect Warm Hubs to reflect
the needs of each community, so some
might evolve out of groups that already
meet. For example, you may already
be holding a community café or coffee
morning or breakfast club; some might
be arranged around other activities
such as a play group or older people’s
friendship club and others might be
completely new in their set-up as a
Warm Hub.”
“Each Warm Hub will be provided
with set-up support including an
assessment of the building to check for
its energy efficiency and warmth; pro
motional materials for your commun
ity to identify the Warm Hub and its

value; a volunteer training programme
delivered individually to each Hub to
ensure it is effectively established and
reflects community needs; and grant
funding to allow for building rental,
heating and any additional specialist
equipment that might be needed to
make your Warm Hub successful.
Warm Hubs that go through this
process with us will be affiliated
to a network across South and East
Cambridgeshire.”
Cambridgeshire ACRE will also
establish an associated ‘Warm Hubs
Advice and Support Programme’ pro
viding connection to support services
provided by local authorities, health
services and charities that can help
support your Hub.
Continued on page 3
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Submission of
articles and images
The Gamlingay Gazette is an independent publication that aims to inform
people living in and around Gamlingay of events of interest and is funded
solely by advertising.
We welcome contributions from people, both articles and pictures.
Please note that the editor reserves the right to edit any article submitted
for publication for style, length and accuracy purposes.
For photographs, when submitting an image, please state who took or owns
it so that we can credit their copyright.
Every care is taken to ensure accuracy of items.
Views expressed do not necessarily represent the views of The Gazette
Committee.
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Contact

adverts@
gamlingaygazette.uk
for more information

Continued from page 1
Comment: Gamlingay’s Eco Hub is
held up as a shining example of energy
conservation and would be ideally
suited to becoming a Warm Hub for
our community.
The Gamlingay Gazette asked the Eco
Hub team whether they will be getting
involved in this project and was told:
“Yes, we’re planning on acting as a
warmth hub, but… we don’t have details
yet. It will be very much a case of reacting
to local need at any given time. If requir
ed, we will be extending our opening hours,
and will need volunteers to help staff the
place – please ask people to get in touch.”
So then, if you might be interested in
helping out, in a warm environment,
during the cold and expensive winter
months, contact the Eco Hub on
01767 651 226 or email manager@
gamlingayecohub.org.uk
If you are currently involved in man
aging regular group meetings in public
locations in the village and would like
to find our how you might become a
Warmth Hub, contact Cambridgeshire
ACRE at: 01353 860 850, or email
enquiries@cambsacre.org.uk
Note: The Warm Hubs in Winter
project is being delivered in partner
ship by Cambridgeshire ACRE, the
Cambridgeshire & Peterborough
Integrated Care System’s South Place
Partnership, South Cambridgeshire
District Council and East Cambridge
shire District Council.

Potton View Care Home
Over £350 raised for the Gamlingay Food Project

POTTON View residents chose the
Gamlingay Food Project as the bene
ficiary of their summer fund raising as
they wanted to help people unable to
afford food in the current economic
climate, and elderly people within the
local area.
Sam Bailey of Black Swan Care
Group, which run Potton View, said:
“The day was a huge success, made
even more poignant by having our
residents’ family and friends join us
for our first large-scale event since
before the Covid-19 pandemic. These
community events are an incredibly
important part of the care we provide.
Residents were overjoyed to see their
loved ones, with resident Ruth telling
us: “There was good music, good food,
and it was lovely to see my family all
having fun”.
On the day residents were treated
to a host of amazing activities – with
the grounds of the home resembling
a circus carnival complete with a
bouncy castle, an ice cream van and
an amazing live performance by one of
our resident’s favourite entertainers,
Ernie Ball!
Residents raised funds and awareness
for The Gamlingay Food Project
throughout the day by selling tombola
and raffle tickets. In total an amazing
£370 went to this very deserving
charity!

Our wonderful kitchen team led by
Chef Fiona and Assistant Cook Sharon
ensured we had an amazing array of
refreshments throughout the day,
including desserts such as Flapjacks,
Shortbread, and Courgette and
Chocolate cake!
Team member Matt excelled and
became king of the barbeque, cooking
up a host of amazing dishes from
around the world including chicken
and gnocchi salad, burgers with
Asian coleslaw, and marinated meat.
Michelle took up the mantle of Potton
View’s landlady for the day, serving
drinks from our bar.
It was an amazing day for our resi
dents, with smiles and laughter all
round and drawing many appreciative
comments:
“Loved the party. Good food, good mix of
people. The staff worked very hard”
Daphne.
“Thoroughly enjoyed the event” Marion
“The party was very, very good. The
Singer (Ernie Ball) was very good! It was
very pleasant with it all. Nice seeing
people enjoying themselves” Mary
We are incredibly grateful to the
local business who supported the
event, so many “thank yous” to:
Mill Farm who donated a mid-week
stay for two families in a glamping
pod for up to eight people; Savills in
Potton who donated a cut and blow
dry; Clayton’s Butchers who donated a
meat voucher; Gamlingay Motors who
donated a free MoT inspection, and
The Coach House who donated a £25
meal-for-two voucher.
We would never have raised such a
significant total for this worthy cause
without the amazing selection of
prizes donated by these generous local
businesses. Thank you again for your
support.
A special thank you goes to our
Home Manager Zara Hetherington for
leading such an amazing team, as well
as our fantastic Activities Coordinator
Jayne Ellis who personally contacted
all of the businesses and planned the
event. You worked so hard on this
project with outstanding results and
the Black Swan Care Group is proud of
every member of the Potton team.
Well done!”
October 2022 | 3

22 in 2022
What can you do?
THE Climate Action Group (a working party established by the parish
council) is producing some good ideas to help Gamlingay and its residents
make a personal difference in this Climate Emergency we find ourselves in.
So much of this emergency comes back to energy – the power we
consume doing the thing we do and the origin – and cost – of that power.
We are seeing massively increased energy bills with further substantial
price hikes forecast.
These increases won’t just be on our domestic energy bills, they be on
just about everything we use and consume.
So we are all going to have to try to be wiser consumers.
We hope to help a bit by sharing 22 top “climate” tips.
Some of us have been doing these things for years, others know they
should have been, but didn’t yet get round to it, and some of the ideas put
forward may well be eye-openers for many of us.
We each have our own thoughts on the matter, but what we’d really like
are your ideas, your actions, your tips which you can pass to us and which
we’ll share in the community.
We’ll do so either anonymously or with your name against it – it’s your
choice.
Please send your contributions, just a few sentences to:
keith.warburton@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
If you would like to get more involved in Gamlingay’s climate actions,
please let us know.
We are an open and inclusive group.
We’d especially like to hear from youth groups – it’s their world that is
mostly being impacted by our choices.
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Another 2
for 2022
As we become increasingly
concerned about our heating
bills over the autumn and winter
month, there are some things we
can do which might help.
Recognising it is cheaper to heat
ourselves than to heat a whole
house…

Move around more!

If we are inactive we cool down,
if we are active we warm up and
need less heat in our environment.
Try to build some vigorous
exercise into your routine…even it
it is just shaking your arms and legs
while still seated.

Have a hot meal

That’s easier said than done for
people on a really tight budget.
But something like porridge is
quite quick and easy to make and
keeps you warm from the inside
out.

Volunteers needed in
local woods
THE Wildlife Trust for Beds, Cambs
and Northants relies on the good will
of dedicated volunteers. If you have
some spare time and want to help
wildlife (and help people to enjoy
wildlife) there are many different
opportunities depending on interest,
motivation, availability, skills and
location.
In our nearby woodland reserves the
main volunteer task is coppicing which
is done through the autumn and winter
to avoid disturbing nesting birds.
Coppicing is a traditional form of
woodland management that in the past
would have provided straight poles
for fencing, firewood, and wood for
charcoal making.
It involves cutting a tree down near
the base but not low enough to kill it,
and then allowing it to grow back. It is
often done with hazel but Gamlingay
Wood has some historic examples of
coppiced ash trees. You can identify
coppiced trees because they have
multiple stems.
In the past, coppicing would
have been done in rotation to
generate a regular supply of wood
of the right size, now the rotation
provides different microhabitats for
conservation reasons.
Woodland plants like violets and
oxlip prefer the sheltered open area
of a new coppice plot, and birds like
willow warbler prefer the dense older
regrowth areas. It is recommended
by Natural England that all larger
woodlands have 20% open areas which
provides diverse “edge” habitat.
Work parties happen at weekends
on several of our nearby reserves
including Gamlingay, Waresley
and Gransden and Hardwick. On
Cambourne Nature Reserve the tasks
are more varied and happen monthly
throughout the year.
Volunteering is a good way to
find out more about the work of the
Wildlife Trust BCN and local wildlife,
as well as to contribute to the upkeep
of these well-used green spaces. All
our practical volunteer teams are

friendly groups with knowledgeable
and experienced leaders.
There are other volunteer
opportunities such as supporting our
community engagement, contributing
to the science that directs our
management by carrying out wildlife
surveys.
If you are interested in finding out
more about how you can support local
wildlife, please get in touch or visit
our website www.wildlifebcn.org
On our website, you can also find
out about family activities over half
term, and keep up to date with access
changes due to winter forestry work.
Rebecca Neal,
Communities and Wildlife Officer,
The Wildlife Trust for Beds, Cambs and
Northants
E-mail: rebecca.neal@wildlifebcn.org
Facebook: @BeccaBadgerWTBCN
BCN Facebook/Twitter: @wildlifebcn
The West Cambridgeshire Hundreds
are a group of nature reserves owned
and/or managed by the Wildlife
Trust for Beds Cambs and Northants:
Hardwick, Gamlingay, Hayley, and
Waresley and Gransden Woods,
Buff Wood, and Cambourne Nature
Reserve.

Woods and
Trees
Sometimes we can’t see
The wood for the trees:
A hurricane – masking
A soft, gentle breeze.
The obvious, hidden,
Disguised in plain sight:
Our thoughts overcrowded,
Not letting in light.
Yet, as dawn lifts the darkness
Each morning anew,
A vision of clarity
Comes into view.
Slow down, take a breath,
Ease up on the pace:
Our lives do not need to be
Run like a race.
If we just take a minute
To see what’s around,
We may be rewarded
By thoughts quite profound.
And, all this because
We made time, just to see.
Now, maybe, we’ll notice
The wood and the tree.
Gill Spaul
Gamlingay, 20.08.2022
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A warm welcome awaits
at the Eco Hub
www.gamlingayecohub.org.uk | phone: 01767 651 226
email: manager@gamlingayecohub.org.uk
Facebook/Twitter: Gamlingay Eco Hub
Our Facebook page, Twitter feed and website have all the latest on
What's On. Email is the best way to get hold of us or you can leave
a message on our ansaphone.
Our general manager is Kate Laugharne, supported by Vikki Jackson
(marketing and business), Tony Hurst and John Berry.

Talks and presentations
The second evening of our Autumn
Keith will be choosing a building of
Season of Talks & Presentations will local interest for his demonstration.
be held on Wednesday 12th October,
doors open at 7.15pm. The talks are
FREE and all welcome.
October’s talk will be an entertain
ing evening of art, featuring a water
colour demonstration by acclaimed
artist Keith Hornblower.
Keith says: “I have an affinity for
buildings born from an earlier career
in architecture and subsequently
in architectural illustration, with
watercolour being my medium of
choice for most illustrations for
reasons of speed and convenience.
I am entirely self-taught, both as an
illustrator and artist.”

Eco Hub Christmas Craft Fair

Clubs and classes

Many are trading on both days, and some only one,
so to be sure to visit all of them.
Why not drop in for a while on both days?
Entry tickets will be £1 each adult, but this ticket
will be valid for both days, so you can attend on
both days for no extra cost if you wish to visit all the
stallholders.

The Eco Hub Team

On Saturday 19 and Sunday 20 November from
12.00noon to 4.00pm.
We have a very enthusiastic group of talented crafters
taking part again this year, some familiar faces and
some new ones too.
th
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There will also be an exhibition of
art from Tony Underhill.
Tony has been a regular contributor
to Leisure Painter, and Paint and
Draw magazines for more than ten
years with almost fifty articles,
mainly on ‘line and wash’ and
‘Urban Sketching’. He will be on
hand to talk to you too.
Local artists from the
Love Art group will be
attending, and will be
very happy to discuss
their works.
Come along and join us for what
promises to be a very interesting
evening and enjoy a refreshment or
two.

October 2022

th

As always there are lots of very popular clubs getting
together at the Eco Hub, for example:
Monday:	Rainbows and Slimming World
Tuesday:	Gardening Club, History Society and WI
Wednesday: Love Art
Thursday:	Crafty Ladies, Youth Club
Friday:
Connect Café
…and fitness classes galore:
Monday:	Zumba Gold, Movement for Memory
Tuesday:	Carpet Bowls, Pilates and Yoga
Wednesday: CG Therapy Fitness
Thursday:	Tai Chi
Sunday:
Little Ruggers
Be sure to check our new website regularly to see
what’s on and when www.gamlingayecohub.co.uk/
whats-on/
Don’t forget that if you are planning a celebration
then drop us an email or pop in for a chat to find out
what halls we have available. We hope to see you soon.
With our very best wishes
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Message for October
“Satan always hates Christian fellowship; it is his policy to keep Christians apart.
Anything which can divide saints from one another he delights in.
He attaches far more importance to godly intercourse than we do.
Since union is strength, he does his best to promote separation.”
– Charles Spurgeon
Fellowship, is a strange word. It’s one
of those words that has become part of
the ‘Christianese’ language. You know,
those strange and wonderful words,
that many of us don’t use (or perhaps
understand) outside of a church
context.
Some other examples might be ‘sin’,
‘salvation’, ‘sanctification’ and ‘the
gospel’.
I get that these words are strange
or hard to understand sometimes,
but to us, as Christians, they are very
important.
That being said, I want to break
down this word fellowship a bit, which
I find incredibly crucial, and many of
us sometimes forget its importance in
all aspects of life, including church.
Fellowship, simply defined is
‘friendly association, especially with
people who share one’s interests’.
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It’s the ‘friendly’ aspect I find so
important. Spending time in fellow
ship, is not merely being in the same
place at the same time. It is not
merely enjoying the same event from
opposite sides of the venue, or simply
‘knowing’ who someone is.
Rather, it is friendly time together...
friendly… friend…
See, for true fellowship to exist (in
church or otherwise) we must be more
than just acquaintances, but truly step
into friendship with one another.
I know there are, of course, different
levels of friendship, however friendship
is the basis of that fellowship, of that
time together, of that community.
Friendship is crucial, and friendship is
hard!
For us to become friends, we cannot
just simply say, ‘we’re friends now’
and then suddenly, as if by magic, we
are!
Friendship takes time, it takes effort
and it must be intentional.
It takes time, in two ways: it will
be over a period of time that you will
become friends with someone, be it
weeks, months, years; the second way,
is that it will cost you time to become
friends.
You must invest time from your day,
your week, your year to spend it with
someone, otherwise that friendship
will not blossom or exist at all.
It takes effort, in as much as you have
to put energy into spending time with
someone and truly getting to know
them. It takes energy to go and do for
the sake of another or the sake of a
friendship. It can be tiring to make an
effort, but friendship requires it.

It has to be intentional. True friend
ship won’t just happen by accident.
We might happen to be in the same
class, same team, same office to
gether, however, for us to move from
acquaintances to friends, you and
I both have to be intentional to put
energy in, to put time in, and to grow
as friends.
You might be thinking, that’s great,
but why are you even bothering
sharing about this?
Well, because, so often people think
of church as just being about a Sunday
morning service.
The amount of jokes I hear saying,
‘you only work one day a week right?’
However, truth is, church is more
than just the hour and half service.
Church is the small groups midweek.
Church is the time hanging out at
the Backroom Cafe, or serving at the
Gamlingay Food Project.
Church is BBQ’s and picnics, and
walks and bike rides.
Church is time together, in fellow
ship as well, in friendly association,
with those of similar interests.
It is crucial, that as a church com
munity, we not just meet on a Sunday,
but make time, and intentionally put in
effort to spend time together.
It is because of that we have fellow
ship lunches after church, we have
games afternoons, we have mid-week
small groups and so on. Because, as a
church community, we want to have
spent time in fellowship, in friendship
with you.
So, when I, or anyone invites you
to church, know it’s not just for the
service on a Sunday (though that is

part of it of course), but it’s also to the
homemade pizza afternoons, or the
soup lunches, or the games evenings,
or for a coffee, because we genuinely
want to spend time of fellowship with
you.
So what do you reckon, fancy
spending some time in fellowship?
As always, I look forward to hearing
from you, chatting with you, and
perhaps catching up at The Backroom
Cafe, or meeting up for a coffee
sometime, perhaps even at church?
Many blessings,

Rev Adrian Semerene
Lead Pastor:
Gamlingay Baptist Church
adrian@gbchurch.org.uk
Tel: 07472 350 860
Twitter: @asemerene
Instagram: @asemerene

GBC Diary
October 2022
Sunday Services

Hymnal Praise at 9:30am
Worship Service at 10:45am
Communion is held on the first
Sunday of the month.

HARVEST FESTIVAL

Sunday 9th October
followed by Harvest Soup Lunch
Services live-streamed on
www.gbchurch.org.uk/latest-talks
GBC Kids & Youth Groups

Meet every Sunday at 10:45am for
age-appropriate activities.
Third Sundays of each month
will be different!
The Backroom Café will open
10.00am to 4.00pm.
Check weekly news, website or
contact office for timings and
details.

DO YOU USE
NHS HEARING
AIDS?
If, like me, you are one of the
many Gamlingay residents who
do, you will perhaps already
appreciate our extreme good
fortune in having a Hearing Aid
Maintenance Centre (HAM) in
the village.
On the third Wednesday of each
month, you can pick up new
batteries, get your hearing aids
cleaned and re-tubed, and access
advice on many hearing-related
matters.
This is a free service although
donations are always gratefully
received.
Similar HAMs are run in various
Cambridgeshire locations under
the auspices of the charitable
body:

Small Groups

In person and online, meet every
week. For more details get in
touch at office@gbchurch.org.uk
The Backroom Café

Every Monday from 9.30am to
3.00pm.
Meet with friends, have a chat and
enjoy good coffee and cake.
Ladies’ Prayer and Study

HAMs are staffed by trained
volunteers (of which I am
one) working under a Session
Supervisor employed by the
charity.
To ensure that your NHS hearing
aids work effectively regular
maintenance is essential so do pay
us a visit – we’re a friendly bunch!

Every second and fourth Saturday
of the month, 9.30 to 11.30am.
18th and 22nd October
A time for conversation, study and
prayer.

The Gamlingay clinic is located in
the Backroom Café of the Baptist
Church in Stocks Lane, and is held
on the third Wednesday of each
month from 10.00am to 11.30am.

For more details of church
activities please contact
the office on

For cleaning/retubing, please make
an appointment by phoning
01223 416 141

or email:

office@gbchurch.org.uk

Text 07852 699196 or email
www.cambridgeshire
hearinghelp.org.uk

Please consider following us on
social media to keep updated with
all our events:

If you require batteries only just
pop in, an appointment is not
necessary.

01767 651 519

Facebook.com/
GamlingayBaptistChurch
Instagram: @gb_church
Twitter: @gb_church

If you haven’t been before I, and
the other helpers, will look forward
to meeting you there soon!
Brenda Elcome
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St. Mary’s Letter for October
Dear Friends,

IS IT good for us to say ‘Thank You’ to
someone else? As a child made to write
thank you letters after dis-appointing
Christmas presents I don’t know that I
thought so. But in fact a thankful heart
is so much healthier than a grumbly
one.
There is plenty to grumble about at
the moment, that’s for sure. In fact
it can feel as though everything is
falling apart around us. But even if it
is (feelings aren’t always accurate but
neither are they always wrong!) for
our own health and well-being, we do
well to find things to be thankful for,
however good or bad things are – and
if we look there are always reasons for
thanksgiving to be found.
October is the month for thanks
giving, as we celebrate Harvest – not
what we didn’t get, but what we do
have. Our churches offer an oppor
tunity early this month to be public in
our thanks and to collect to support
those less fortunate than ourselves.
Things past

Memory Lane continued during the
Summer and has become established
as a monthly event at the Eco Hub.
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In due course we hope to add an
additional session at the Church Hall,
but meanwhile the current meetings
are working well for people at the
Kingspan Room. We very much
enjoyed our singalong with David
sharing his musical gifts with us, as we
all produced personalised individual
badges.
The September session on the 28th
takes up the Great Big Green Week
theme as we plant up some containers
with spring bulbs, and we will also be
sharing any exercises any of us have
been given – showing what we do
rather than making other people do
ours!
October may see us doing some form
of dance – we have several members
who enjoy Tea Dance and may be
able to demonstrate to the rest of us.
Who knows we may have some disco
dancers hiding a light too!
The group is for those with memory
loss and their companions, but now
we are becoming more established
there is possibility of helping people
to attend if their companions cannot
come, by pairing with one of our
volunteers. Contact one of us to make
arrangements.

Hilary (parish Priest) Kate (Hub
Manger) – contact details elsewhere,
or Gerry Brunt 650 693.
Baptisms and Weddings
and Funerals

It is a great privilege to be alongside
families and individuals marking
key life events. We will have had
two weddings and two baptisms in
September in our churches (all yet
to come as we go to press) – lovely
opportunities to be joyful.
We have also said ‘goodbye’ to
a number of people in August and
September and although these are not
joyful events in the same way, they are
still opportunities to give thanks, for
all that was good in the lives of others,
and maybe to reflect on what is good
in our own lives in the light of what
we learn from the departure of others.
We pray for God’s loving presence
with us all.
October
Great Big Green Week and
Harvest Thanksgiving

The first weekend in October is
Harvest Festival in our Anglican
churches, offering opportunity to give
thanks for everything that sustains
life. In Gamlingay the work on the
church roof and windows is a major
contributor to the flourishing of the
life of our church community, and is
a special part of our thanksgiving this
year. Everton and Gamlingay both
have Harvest Suppers, depending on
when you read this, you may have
missed them, but all are welcome –
booking required.
All three church buildings will be
decorated for Harvest. Everton and
Gamlingay will include exhibitions,
some with a Jubilee theme. Decora
tions will be being set up during
Friday all day and on Saturday

morning – contributions welcome, and
both schools (Everton and Gamlingay)
will be collecting harvest gifts for
distribution.
Gamlingay churchyard is the location
for a partnership project of the Jubilee
year, which aims to improve the
area as wildlife habitat. The Harvest
weekend will show what is planned
and how things are progressing, and
offer an opportunity to join in.
Love from Hilary

Forthcoming
Services and Events
October
Harvest Celebrations Schedule
Friday 30th September
7.30pm:	Everton Harvest Supper
Saturday 1st
10.00am to 12noon:
Coffee Morning at St. Mary’s,
Gamlingay
12.00noon to 4.00pm:
Everton Autumn Fair at St. Mary’s,
Everton
Sunday 2nd
9.30am:	St. Mary’s, Gamlingay:
Harvest Festival Eucharist
and Thanksgiving
11.15am:	Hatley St. George’s Church:
Harvest Festival followed by
light lunch and celebrations
at the Village Hall
4.00pm:	St. Mary’s, Everton: Gift
Day and Harvest Festival
6.30pm:	Gamlingay Thanksgiving
Celebration and Concert
Saturday 8th
Gamlingay Harvest Supper and 2 Lads
and a Laptop concert
Other October Services
Sunday 9th
9.30am:	Parish Eucharist at
St. Mary’s, Gamlingay
11.15am:	Parish Communion at
St. Mary’s, Everton
Sunday 16th 18th After Trinity
9.30am:	Parish Eucharist at
St. Mary’s, Gamlingay
4.00pm:	Evensong at Everton
followed by extended for
communion if required
Sunday 23rd Last After Trinity
9.30am:	Parish Eucharist at
St. Mary’s, Gamlingay
11.15am:	Parish Communion at
St. Mary’s, Everton
Sunday 30th Celebrating All Saints
9.30am:	Benefice Eucharist at
St. Mary’s, Gamlingay
4.00pm:	Benefice Evensong at
St. Mary’s, Everton

Light Party
The churches in Gamlingay will
once again be offering alternative
Halloween celebrations together,
concentrating on light rather than
darkness.
Halloween (31st October, of
course, All Saints is 1st November
every year!) falls on the Monday
after half-term this year, after the
clocks have changed.
There will be seasonal refresh
ments, games and activities and
the opportunity to light candles in
church.
Everyone is invited to carve a
pumpkin with positive symbols
– we have had a lovely angel head
and also birds and animals as well
as religious and light symbols such
as crosses and stars in the past.
We look forward to even more
creativity on show this year!
More details on times and
venues will be in the churches’
publicity nearer the time.

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS
Community Transport Scheme

Call 07519 493 701

Helper wanted in
Gamlingay

Approximately four hours a week,
mainly in the garden.
We have the expertise but not the
strength.
Pay by agreement depending on
experience.
Mr. & Mrs. Gorton, The Emplins
Phone: 01767 650581
Email:
philip.gorton@btinternet.com
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Memory Lane
Social and Support
Group
For more information
please contact:
Rev Hilary Young 07980 468 479
Gerry Brunt 07752 428 191
Kate Laugharne email:

manager@gamlingayecohub.org.uk
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The fisher boys
THIS childhood memory is from World
War 2, from the peaceful village of
Cheriton in the County of Hampshire
to where I had been evacuated. The
River Itchen begins there and trout
swim in its clear water.
It was a warm summer day. A man of
distinguished appearance sat on a stool
in the shade of trees beside the quietlyflowing river. He had been fishing there
patiently for several days, using proper
equipment, although we never saw
him catch anything. It was said that he
was a very important member of the
government, seeking respite from his
responsibilities and the nightly bombing
of London.
He seemed relaxed, occasionally
raising his fishing rod and re-casting
the line. Several of us, local boys and
evacuees, were watching him from
a distance when he looked in our
direction and waved. We waved back.
The oldest boy called us to follow
him to where he had some used army
petrol cans, khaki-coloured on the
outside, their tops cut off to reveal a
shiny mirror-like interior. The sharp
edges had been hammered over to make
them safe to handle. We were curious.

He laid two cans on their sides, stooped
between them, lifted both (still in a
horizontal position) and said “This is
how to catch trout”.
He then led us to a low bridge out
of sight of the distinguished angler and
told three of us, each with two cans, to
go under the bridge from the upstream
side, creep almost to the other side and
wait with our cans, open ends facing
downstream. The remaining boys were
told to enter the river further down
and splash their way noisily back to the
bridge.
In no time came the surprising sound
of bonk! bonk! bonk-bonk! as trout
after trout swam into the shiny cans and
hit the ends. We pulled the cans upright
quickly and came out from under the
bridge. The sight of so many trout in
each can, wriggling and circling, was
amazing and we shouted to one another
with great excitement.
Then we became aware of someone
watching us. It was the mysterious,
lonely angler, now stood on the bridge
looking down on our audacious catch.
He smiled sadly, turned and walked
away and we never saw or heard of him
again.			
IvanWilliams

October at the Eco Hub Gamlingay
Weekly Events

Mondays
10.00am to 3.00pm
Kingfisher Disability Group
10.00am to 10.45am
Zumba Gold
1.00pm to 2.30pm
Movement for Memory
5.45pm to 6.30pm
Street Dance & Freestyle Disco age 8+
6.00pm to 7.30pm
Slimming World
6.00pm to 7.00pm
Rainbow Guides
7.00pm to 8.00pm
Circuits
Tuesdays
9.30am to 10.30am
Mat Pilates
10.00am to 11.00am
Preschoolers’ Music & Movement
(every other week)
10.45am to 11.45am
Chair Pilates
12.00noon to 1.00pm
Pilates for Seniors
1.00pm to 3.30pm
Carpet Bowls
7.15pm to 8.15pm
Yoga
Wednesdays
9.30am to 10.30am
Fitness to prevent injury
10.30am to 12.30pm
Love Art Community Art Group
10.00am to 3.00pm
Kingfisher Disability Group
7.00pm to 8.00pm
Dog Training Classes

7.00pm to 9.00pm
Youth Club

Fridays
10.00am to 3.00pm
Kingfisher Disability Group
10.30am to 12.30pm
Connect Café Community Coffee
Morning
Sundays
8.00am to 12.15pm
Little Ruggers

Monthly/One-off Events
in October
7.30pm to 9.30pm
Gamlingay & District Gardening
Society first Tuesday of month
7.30pm to 9.30pm
Gamlingay History Society second
Tuesday of month
7.30pm to 9.30pm
All Things Art – free talk, art display
and social evening
Friday 14th October from 1.00pm
Blood donation
7.30pm to 9.30pm
Women’s Institute, third Tuesday of
month
2.00pm to 4.00pm
Memory Lane group for people living
with dementia and memory loss and
their companions, fourth Tuesday of
month
From 12.00noon
Children’s Halloween Party, Saturday
29th October

Library

AS prices are going up and up
everywhere, it’s nice to know that
there are still a few free things
available.
Here at Gamlingay Library
we offer free books to read and
borrow, free wifi, free computer
use, and a most importantly, a free
warm space to enjoy them all.
Whether you’re looking to use
our wide range of facilities or just
looking for a warm friendly space
to sit for a few hours, Gamlingay
Library is here for you.
You are welcome to come in any
time the library is open, and you
can also use the community area
containing the library any time
the building is open to the general
public.
Hot drinks are available for
£1.00 a cup, biscuits are available
if you ask nicely.
The library opening hours can
be found in the ‘What’s on' section
of the Gazette.
Address:
Gamlingay Library
The Eco Hub
Stocks Lane
Gamlingay SG19 3JR
Website:
www.gamlingayecohub.org.uk/
the-library/
Tel: 01767 651 226
Follow us on Facebook:
@GamlingayLibrary

Thursdays
9.30am to 10.30am
Tai Chi
10.00am to 11.00am
Cha Char Chimps childrens’ fun session
10.00am to 12.00noon
Crafty Ladies Craft Group
(Gentlemen welcome too!)
4.30pm to 7.45pm
Alice Lucas School of Dance
5.30pm to 7.00pm
Youth Café
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What we did for our jobs: Part 2
IN Part 2 of “What We Did For Our Jobs” we move
forward in time to a more mechanised world with less
manpower and more machine power.
Going are the horses on farms and in come the tractors,
combines and bailers.
With the produce being grown for the bigger markets
farther afield the lorry delivers instead of horse and cart or
train.
With the motor car becoming more popular garages
spring up and repair cars, vans and lorries. Gamlingay had
four motor garages and all selling petrol, Worboy’s, Alec
Normans, Empson’s and Housden’s, now only Worboy’s
remain from those four.
Our jobs change from labouring jobs to factory and
skilled jobs and we also travel further away. Here we look
at some of those jobs from Gamlingay’s history.
1

3

Pic 3: After the war Gamlingay and other villages and towns
grew, with housing estates popping up to keep up with the call
for more housing. Along with the need for more housing came the
change of the building materials used, moving away from timber
and plaster to the brick and later the breeze block as well. Here
we see houses being built in West Road in the late 1930s with a
gang of builders including Frank Titmus (third from right).
4

Pic 1: With the farms becoming more mechanised one big change
was the combine harvester with the fields becoming upwards of
80% bigger and the larger farms having two or three harvesters.
Here we see three combines cutting at Low Farm off Waresley
Road run by the Sharp family, who rented their farm from the
Crossman family of Tetwoth Hall. 1954.
Pic 4: A new type of work came to Gamlingay in the early 1970s
when Griff and Nancy Reece planted a Vineyard on a ten acre site
on the outskirts of the village. As well as growing grapes they
also had a purpose-built Winery with a well stocked cellar. After
Griff and Nancy sold up it was taken over by Danish ex F1 driver
Tom Belso and his wife Barbara. The vineyard is now under new
owners and after grubbing up all the old vines they have started
planting up again. Here we see two of the workers, Ron Wisson
behind the tractor and Les Pearce on the tractor spraying against
mildew.)

2

Pic 2: Bob Jakes had a small holding and here Bob is cutting and
boxing Chrysanthemums in one of Bill Empson’s greenhouses
behind Bill’s garage. A smallholding was where the grower would
own or rent pieces of land in the area to grow different crops for
all year round income. c.1955.
14

October 2022

I would like to thank Don Chapman of Potton for
lending me picture 9.
If there is anyone else who is willing to lend me any
pictures of Gamlingay please contact me, any condition
and any subject.
If there is anyone wanting to know more about the
Historyman pictures or would like a copy image please
telephone Nick Bruce on 07925119346 or
email nb777@btinternet.com

5

Pic 5: Another change was the CO-PO land for growing fruits
such as apples, pears and more with vast amounts of acres put
down to the long term cropping fruits. Many villagers worked at
the farm between Cockayne Hatley and Gamlingay. Here we see
the large packing house in the main buildings. 1941.
6

8

Pic 8: The glove factory in Church Street in 1957 was owned and
managed by Mr Laidler. In the picture, right row, we know are:
Pamela Bedford, Ms Daisley, Ms Trundley, Ms Trundley, in the
left row are Anne Cunningham, Jill Careless, Joyce Knibbs, Betty
Baker, Marie Almond, and standing Sylvia Cunningham.
9

Pic 6: With the crops being taken to markets all over the area,
to Cambridge, Huntingdon and London, the easiest way to take
them was by lorry. Many haulage firms started up to take either
their own crops, such as Titmus’s, Jakes and Knibbs or others
taking solely other grower’s crops such as Gilbert and Gifford.
Here we have S G Hill & Sons. lorry, they were potato merchants
from the Cinques. This is one of Hill’s favourite makes of lorry
the ERF which served the company well.
7

Pic 9: One of the four garages in the village was Alec Norman’s
which was situated in Church Street. Located on both sides of
the street it was the largest. As well as car repairs it had a large
stores, a body work shop, car sales department, wash bay and also
repaired veteran and vintage cars. Here are three workers from
over the years the garage was in operation and one of the rarest
I’ve seen. It was taken in the 1950’s on the Malting site, which is
now the Maltings housing estate. In the picture are Ted Davies,
Terry Leonard and Jack Albone. Jack was one of Alec’s full time
painters and decorators along with his brother Eric. Alec had
other garages at Potton, Bedford, St Neots and Luton.
10

Pic 7: Another change in types of work for the village was factory
working with R & H Wale being the largest, then along with
them The Glove Factory. Later on we had Fisons, through to
KMG and others. With Wrights factory who made cartwheels,
wooden axles and so on still here today as the Wrights Dowson
Group but with a change of manufacturing to screws, bearings
and conveyors being just part of their range. In the picture we
see Earnest Whitbread work in R & H Wales in the mid 1950’s,
they made packing cases and packed items and also had a building
department that built many houses in the village.

Pic 10: Gamlingay’s shops changed as well and one big change was
the coming of the Co-op, just visible on the right of the picture.
When it first opened its opening hours were Monday to Friday
8.30am to 5.30pm with an hours break for lunch. Half day closing
on Thursday and on Saturday they closed at 1.00pm.
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Scam in Focus

Doorstep crime nets £18.7million
DOORSTEP crime happens when
someone comes to your house or
doorstep, usually without an appoint
ment, with the sole intention of get
ting something out of you, whether
that be money or information.
No one likes to deal with confron
tation, especially when it is on your
doorstep, so there is added pressure
when someone is at your door. It is
much easier to put the phone down on
someone than it is to shut the door in
their face, which is why some people
find doorstep callers much more diffi
cult to deal with than cold-callers on
the phone or online.
Action Fraud released figures to say
that around £18.7m was scammed on
doorsteps, but since many of these
crimes go unreported it is likely to be
much more than that.
National Trading Standards figures
showed that the over-65s were 85%
more likely to be a victim of a door
step crime. This is because older
people might be more likely to be
home during the day while their
neighbours are out at work, which
makes them more isolated, with fewer
people around who might be able to
intervene.
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October 2022

People buy from so-called Notting
ham Knockers on the premise that
it is a legitimate scheme for (usually)
young people who are just out of
prison on probation and that this is
part of their rehabilitation back into
society and the workforce.
However, there is no such scheme
and these young men (and their gangmasters) are considered to be doorstep
criminals because, while you are
getting goods (albeit over-priced) for
your money, their interactions on the
doorstep are used to gather intellig
ence around addresses which might
be good for a subsequent burglary or
doorstep approach, information which
is then sold on to other criminals, per
haps to some of the doorstep criminals
listed below.
Rogue trading is usually associated
with people wanting to re-lay your
drive way, or pressure wash it, or
empty your gutters, but it might even
be someone looking like a builder
with a sign-written van, saying they
had noticed roof tiles had slipped and
they had just had a job cancelled and
can fit you in today if you want. (Note
the rush element: “I am free now”,
“today”, “immediately”, implying you

will miss out if you don’t say yes.)
They might offer to do it cheaply as
they are already in the area.
Unfortunately, the reality can be a
number of things:
• They might have made up the
problem, or even caused a problem.
• They might demand money upfront
and not come back and do the work.
• They might do shoddy work.
• They might charge a lot more than
the job is worth, or that was verbally
agreed.
Hard-luck stories can come in
many guises: “My car has broken
down, can I use your phone?” This
was mainly used before everyone
owned a mobile phone. “My dog has
vanished through the hedge, is it in
your garden?” or “I have come over all
funny, could I trouble you for a glass of
water?” Of course, you will want to be
helpful.
However, if the person is working
alone, s/he might look to see what
valuables you have lying around while
you are getting, or taking them to, the
phone, or getting a cup of water. If
they are working in pairs, the person

on the doorstep might keep you talk
ing while an accomplice slips into
the house through another door and
searches it for a so-called distraction
burglary.
The Bogus Official scam isn’t
much different to the hard-luck stor
ies, it is just another way of gaining
your trust. If an official person with a
uniform and an ID badge looks to be
from the Police or a utility supplier,
you might let them in to check some
thing, or read the meter, or answer
their questions which will be designed
to gain information from you.
The good news is that there are lots
of things people can do to protect
themselves!
It is much easier to adopt a policy of
not buying or selling on the doorstep
and not letting anyone into your home
without an appointment. If you are
ever unsure, and especially if the caller
has become pushy or intimidating, ring
999.
• Be on your guard: always be
suspicious of anyone turning up at
the door uninvited – regardless of
their story.
• Put up a sign: place a sign in the
window near your front door say
ing that uninvited callers are not
welcome. “We’re Not Buying It”
stickers are available from againstscams@cambridgeshire.gov.uk.
• Keep your home secure: don’t let
any stranger into your home. Keep
your doors locked with the chain on
if you open the door.
• Look for ID: ask to see callers’ ID
cards and call the company to see if
they are genuine. To be safe, look up
the company number yourself rather

•

•

•

•

•

than trust the number on their ID
card.
If you feel uncomfortable or have
any doubts, don’t let them in. It
is your home. Tell them you are
not interested or that now is ‘not
convenient’ and ask them to come
back at a different time (when you
can have a friend or relative with
you).
Set up a utility’s password: you
can set up a password with your
gas and electricity providers so that
you can be sure callers (such as
meter readers) are genuine – only
genuine callers will be aware of your
password.
Call your utility company to
arrange this. To activate the service
they might need to put you on their
Priority Services Register.
Nominate a neighbour: if you
have a relative or friend who lives
close by, ask if they would mind
being on standby in case you get any
suspicious callers. Before letting a
stranger into your house, give your
neighbour a call and ask them to pop
round.
If you don’t know anyone nearby,
contact your local Neighbourhood
Watch Scheme or Safer Neighbour
hood Team to find out if they can
help.
Consider smart security
devices: smart doorbells incorpor
ate a camera and can enable you to
speak to a caller without opening the
door; some can also send a message
to a relative notifying them that you
have a visitor. Find out more in our
guide to smart security.
Take a photo: if you are suspicious,
take a photo of the caller’s van, make
a note of the registration number,
keep any documentation they
provide.
Call the police: if a caller is per
sistent and refuses to leave, you can
call 999. If you are suspicious, but
not in immediate danger, call 101,
the police non-emergency number.

What happens when
I submit an online
crime report?
IN non-urgent instances, we are
urging you to utilise our online report
forms, where you can tell us about
road traffic incidents, domestic abuse,
antisocial behaviour, fraud and more.
But what exactly happens when you
submit an online report to us?
1 - Report is received

Once a crime is reported through
our contact centre, a call taker will
complete a THRIVE assessment.
This considers the:
• threat to the individuals involved
• harm associated to the crime
• the investigation needed to solve
the crime
• the vulnerability of the parties
involved
• the level of engagement from the
parties involved
2 - IMU review the report

The investigations management unit
(IMU) then review all crime reports
that require further investigation.
The team will ensure the relevant
information has been collected to
investigate further.
At this point, the IMU may decide
to close the case if there is not enough
evidence, no willing witnesses or no
statements.
If the IMU feel that the crime needs
to be investigated further, a crime is
raised and a reference number will be
given.
3 - Crime is raised

If the crime has the evidence requir
ed to investigate, the report will be
allocated to an officer and the investi
gation will begin. We will always get
in contact with a victim of crime, but
the time in which this takes us to do so
can sometimes vary.
You can view our report forms
online.
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costs, Disability and Carers benefits
etc.) and then encouragement to claim
entitlements – especially focused
on Local Council Tax support and
Discretionary Housing payment.
Support is also available from our
partner agency, Cambridgeshire Home
Improvement Agency. This includes
highlighting grant funding available
to replace a boiler for a homeowner
whose health is impacted by a lack
of warmth and is eligible for a grant
because the existing one doesn’t work
or doesn’t work as well as it should.

into and around Cambridge is being
considered as part of a “once in a gen
eration” plan to shake up how people
travel between 7.00am and 7.00pm on
weekdays.
While driving in the city could get
more expensive, the GCP has revealed
plans to make buses cheaper. Flat fares
have been proposed; in Cambridge a
ticket could cost £1.00 to travel in the
city, with a ticket in the wider ‘travel
to work’ area proposed to cost £2.00.
There is to be further public consul
tation following the adoption of the
plan on 8th September (or not). What
City Access Consultation
will this mean for Gamlingay residents?
A ‘Sustainable Travel Zone’ road user Hopefully an hourly bus service and
charge has been put forward by Greater improved park and ride facilities.
Cambridge Partnership for private
Initial mapping shows a through bus
vehicles between 7.00am and 7.00pm link from Cambridge to Biggleswade
on weekdays. The plans are part of a
with stops at Gamlingay included.
package to deliver improvements to
Cost of living
public transport, reduce congestion in Ukraine guests
How brilliant the generosity and com
Every one of us is beginning to feel the the city, and to help the environment
through lower emissions. The propos passion of South Cambs residents is
pinch of the cost of living crisis. The
als follow the Partnership’s ‘Making
that we have more guests here from
South Cambs magazine this month
the Ukraine than any other district
has a two-page pullout of information Connections’ consultation, which
in the country. We celebrated this on
that we hope will help as well as web the authority said showed the public
was supportive of improvements to
25th August as part of Ukraine Inde
site content signposting residents to
pendence Day by flying the national
support available – such as with energy the public transport network, as well
flag at South Cambs Hall and with a
bills or ensuring residents check what as its aims to reduce pollution and
congestion.
press release showing art works by
they are entitled to (whether it be
A £5.00 congestion charge to drive
some of our young guests which made
Universal Credit, help with childcare
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it onto the BBC website. South Cambs
communities have done an immense
amount to make our guests welcome
from planting their national flower –
the sun flower – as a demonstration of
solidarity; to running coffee mornings,
offering lifts, English lessons and so
much more. Thank you to all of you.

introduced a ‘safety valve’ mechanism
for those authorities most severely
affected. Cambridgeshire has now
been invited to participate in the third
round of this ‘safety valve’ programme.
This involves the authority entering
into an agreement with the DfE to
reform its high needs systems to reduce
costs and return ‘high needs’ spending
Avenells Way tree
to balance as quickly as possible. Only
South Cambs contractors confirm they when the Government is satisfied that
a sustainable local plan is in place to
did carry out tree works in Avenells
Way on the 26th July, so it is likely that reduce the deficit will it consider any
national funding support towards the
the tree removed was in a dangerous
deficit.
conditions.
Why does this matter? It is this sus
Heath Road
tainable local plan which will include
the use of the First School in Gam
Please be advised that at some point
between 01/09/2022 and 29/02/2024 lingay to educate over 100 students
currently educated in expensive and/
(not a typo!) Heath Road will be
or out of county placements. Prepara
closed for resurfacing.
tory work is underway with a Heritage
Special Educational Needs
Assessment which has raised a query
and Disabilities (SEND) &
as to why (extremely unusually) it was
Gamlingay First School
the London School Board that built
Cambridgeshire County Council con the school back in 1909. Does anyone
tinues to need to manage the growing know?
budget, overspend and numbers of
Recycling of electrical items
Education Health & Care Plans
(EHCPs) for children and young people South Cambs has installed eight new
with higher levels of special educational recycling banks (the pink ones) for
needs and disabilities.
small electrical items like hairdryers,
In 2016/17 3,429 Cambridgeshire
toasters and phones. Closest to us are
pupils had EHCPs; in 2021/22 the
at Morrisons car park in Cambourne,
figure was 6,100. The deficit in
Tesco car park in Bar Hill and the
‘high needs’ spending was £39.3m
Village car park on the High Street in
last year, and is projected to grow to
Melbourn.
£93.2m by 2025/26 if left unchecked.
There are also existing pink electri
Government regulations mean that the cal recycling banks at Milton and
Council cannot divert funding from
Thriplow Household Recycling
other sources to fill this gap.
Centres. Small appliances can also
Cambridgeshire is not the only
be handed in for recycling in-store
authority in this situation, and
at Curry’s on Newmarket Road in
the Department for Education has
Cambridge.

Street lights

We are aware that the streets lights
in Station Road and Church Lane and
Holly Walk are not working. Appar
ently this is a supply issue and is being
investigated.
Flies

Environmental health officers have
visited a number of chicken farms
in the locality and report that they
are outstandingly well run and clean
though in one case some further guid
ance has been given. We are hearing
positive feedback from residents who
have reported problems recently that
issues with flies are reducing.
Anglian and Cambridge
Water: FAQ supplied by
Anglian Water

Why is there no hosepipe ban in the Anglian
Water region even though we are in drought?
We’re the driest region of the UK and
so are always working hard to prepare
for prolonged dry weather. We have
invested heavily in our water supply
infrastructure so that we have addi
tional storage, treatment and transpor
tation capacity for situations like this.
Our priority is ensuring a safe and
clean supply of drinking water across
our region.
Would Anglian Water call a hose pipe ban
if the situation changes?
Anglian Water will take whatever
steps are needed to protect water
supplies. We have a detailed drought
plan for scenarios just like this, so
if we reach the point of needing a
hosepipe ban, we won’t hesitate to
introduce one. We are not there yet
though.
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Why are there more burst pipes and leaks
when it’s hot and dry?
When it’s hot and dry for prolonged
periods the ground dries out and that
causes movement. This puts more
strain on pipes and can cause them to
burst.

Improvements will include a new
ten-mile dual carriageway and new
junctions; and will cost between
£810 to £950 million and is aimed to
improve journeys between Cambridge
and Milton Keynes.
Both existing roundabouts will be
upgraded to modern, free-flowing
junctions. The notorious Eltisley turn
will just disappear!

Meanwhile on the
Combined Authority

The new Interim Chief Executive now
has his feet under the table, and has
been delegated considerable power
to appoint interims to senior roles.
All focus is on Improvement, with
up to £750k allocated to this work,
What has Anglian Water done to prepare
and a self-assessment to be reported
for summer demand?
to the Board in September. A review
We invest heavily in new water
of Governance has also taken place,
supplies, water storage, and network
Free access to community
with 47 recommendations for action.
resilience. In addition, we continue
groups to Wimpole Hall
to work hard to find and fix leaks and Wimpole Estate is offering local com A Member-Officer protocol has been
drawn up to improve behaviour and
have the lowest levels of leakage in the munity groups free admission to the
relationships.
industry. We’ve also got a strong track estate and its facilities; recognizing
Government-funded programmes to
record when it comes to engaging
that National Trust membership or
improve
the energy efficiency of low
customers about the importance of
the standard admission charges are not income and energy inefficient homes
water efficiency and 90% of homes in accessible to everyone.
have run into problems nationally as
our region have a water meter.
Each pass issued under this initiative
well as locally. The ‘net zero energy
What are you doing to help farmers who are would provide free access for up to 16 hub’ for Greater South East England
struggling to get enough water and nature? people.
– including Cambridgeshire & Peter
Passes may be used on any day except borough – was awarded £78.35m in
Anglian Water has reduced abstrac
on bank holidays and the weekends
tion from rivers in key areas to make
Green Homes Grant (LAD2) money,
preceding bank holidays. If you know and £118m for the Sustainable Warmth
sure there is extra water available for
of groups who would be interested in
agriculture and the environment. In
Programme. But lack of capacity in the
addition, we’ve also opened a number receiving free admission passes please supply chain, including surveyors and
contact wimpoleforeveryone@national installers, means it has been impossible
of boreholes and are pumping water
trust.org.uk.
into critical rivers to ensure water
to spend anything like this. Extensions
availability. We will continue to look
of time given by Government to de
20mph schemes
at ways we can support agriculture
liver previous schemes have resulted
and nature as everyone responds to the A County Council working group is
in low take up of later schemes be
finalising criteria for assessment of
drought.
cause available contractors are still
20mph applications.
working on earlier ones. Turning to
And new Reservoirs?
It has already decided to remove the Bus Service Improvement Plans the
Anglian Water is developing propos
requirement that existing speeds in
Government prioritised areas with
als for two new reservoirs. One is
an application area should already be
lower economic growth. As Cam
proposed to be in the Fens and will
24mph or below.
bridgeshire & Peterborough – as a
see Anglian working together with
Fourteen 20mph applications
whole – does not fall into this category,
Cambridge Water. The other will be
from this year’s Local Highways
it is not surprising that its bid failed.
located in Lincolnshire and each will
Improvement applications have already Meanwhile the Combined Authority is
be around the size of Grafham Water. been moved from the LHI process to
preparing for the massive bus upheaval
The East of England is one of the
be the first cohort of schemes to be
when the Government ceases Covid
driest and fastest-growing regions
developed under this new budget.
support to bus providers.
in the country, receiving a third less
rainfall than the UK average, and is
home to many unique and precious
landscapes that rely on water.
This summer’s heat wave is just
one of the kinds of extreme weather
challenges that are becoming more
common. Construction of the new
reservoirs could begin by 2030, with
the expectation that they would start
supplying water to customer taps by
the mid to late 2030s.
A428 upgrade

Highways England has confirmed that
the Secretary of State for Transport
granted planning permission to
transform the route between the A1
Black Cat and A428 Caxton Gibbet
roundabout.
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The Changeling
On my hair I’ve slapped some
lightener,
It works, enhanced by sun.
My legs are rubbed with bronzing
cream –
Looks like they’re nearly done.
I’ve bleached the hair on my upper
lip,
Done my lashes with dark brown
dyes.
By the time I’ve sat here half an hour,
I’ll have changed – before your eyes.
I’ve O.D’d on slim-pills, that work
as you sleep
So I’ll just catch forty winks.
By the time I awake, you’ll not
recognise
This skinny, little minx!
With liposuction on my thighs,
I could really look so slim.
It costs a lot of money,
(But it’s quicker than the gym).
If they could ‘do’ my big behind
While I’m under the surgeon’s care,
They could call it “Buttox” and,
Goodness knows,
Could inject it just anywhere!
They could add a few inches around
my chest,
(As long as they didn’t miss).
‘Though if they did my mouth, oh
dear,
Would anyone want to kiss?
Mustn’t forget the bikini line,
In my everlasting quest
For the body perfect, (in whose
eyes?)
Now, maybe I can rest.

I’ve waxed my legs, buffed my nails,
And think that I’m almost done.
There’s just one gadget, so painful
to use,
That pulls out the hairs, one by one!
I’ve plucked and polished, filed and
scrubbed,
Been pummelled, stretched and
squeezed.
My bedside drawer’s a torture-trove,
So – am I finally pleased?
All this effort, pain, expense,
Is worthless, don’t you see,
When I look in the mirror, what do
I find?
A stranger looks back at me.
The lengths we women will go to,
For compliments to reap,
Yet you can’t beat that old saying,
“Beauty is just skin deep!”
But, if you look beneath the surface,
Beyond the thin disguise,
There’s kindness, caring, sometimes
doubt
Searching from these eyes.
There’s anger at our wordly greed
And sadness, for those lost.
Compassion for the lives in need
Confusion at lives crossed.
We can change what’s on the
outside,
(That other people see),
But maybe what’s inside needs help
A better soul to be.

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS
Community Transport Scheme

Call 07519 493 701

Gill Spaul
Gamlingay
22.06.2009 updated 21.08.2022
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Cauliflower Steak
Vegetarian recipe from Roderick Starksfield

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS
Community Transport Scheme

Call 07519 493 701

A very simple, quick to make, but
delicious dish. Serves 2.
Ingredients:

»
»
»
»

Medium cauliflower
Oil
Some cherry tomatoes
A selection from the following – halfteaspoon each:
Garam Masala
Mustard
Ground Coriander
Chili flakes
Splash of Worcestershire sauce
(other spices that you have available!)

Method:

» Heat the oven to 180°C Fan, Gas Mark
4.
» Prepare the Cauliflower:
» Remove the tough outer leaves, but
keep some of the pale, smaller leaves.
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»
»
»
»
»
»

» Cut the cauliflower in half vertically
through the stem.
» Make two other cuts about 2 cm
thick.
» Reserve the rest for another dish.
Prepare an oven tray with baking
parchment.
Drizzle the ‘steaks’ with oil and
sprinkle with the spices, do this on both
sides.
Lay the small leaves on the oven tray
and place the steak on top.
Season well.
Place a few halved cherry tomatoes on
the steaks.
Cook for 25 minutes, until the cauli
flower is starting to turn light gold in
places.

To serve:

» Serve with crusty bread and a glass of
wine (optional!)

Komino rules

Using the whole list of reversible digit pairs, complete the grid so that each box contains one pair.
A digit cannot be beside the same digit in an adjacent box.
Boxes containing a pair of identical digits cannot be side by side.

Komino Note Pad

September Solution
I hope that you have enjoyed the
challenge of solving these Komino
puzzles.
These are similar to the ones I have
published in my first book of 200
Komino Puzzles which is currently
available with 25% off the retail price
from my publishers (Troubador) for
£7.50 at: www.kominopuzzle.com
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Beginners Breeze

Thursday 13 October

Ladies Cycling. First Thursday of the month at the Eco Hub.
Contact gill.kitchener@btinternet.com or 07842 135 732

Bellringers

Thursdays

7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St. Mary’s, Gamlingay

Bin Collection Days

Wednesday 5 October
Wednesday 12 October
Wednesday 19 October
Wednesday 26 October

Blue and Green
Black
Blue and Green
Black

Cock Inn

Monday 10 October

Monthly quiz nights starting at 8.00pm. £1.00 per head for various
charities. New teams welcome.

Community Choir

Wednesday 5 October
Saturday 15 October

First Wednesday of the month 8.00pm to 9:30pm in the Kingspan
Hall, Eco Hub
Third Saturday of the month 10.00am to 12.00noon in the
Kingspan Hall, Eco Hub

Connect Café

Fridays

10.30am to 12:30pm at the Eco Hub. All welcome to a friendly
drop-in cafe for a cuppa and cake – £2 with free drinks refills.
Lifts available. Please contact the Eco Hub Manager.

Eco Hub

Sunday
Mondays

Little Ruggers – 8.00am to 12.15pm
Kingfisher Disability Group – 10.00am to 3.00pm
Zumba Gold – 10.00am to 10.45am
Movement for Memory – 1,00pm to 2.30pm
Street Dance & Freestyle Disco 8+ – 5.45pm to 6.30pm
Slimming World – 6.00pm to 7.30pm
Rainbow Guides – 6.00pm to 7.00pm
Circuits – 7.00pm to 8.00pm
Mat Pilates – 9.30am to 10.30am
Preschoolers’ Music & Movement (every other week) – 10.00am
to 11.00am
Chair Pilates – 10.45am to 11.45am
Pilates for Seniors – 12.00noon to 1.00pm
Carpet Bowls – 1.00pm to 3.30pm
Yoga – 7.15pm to 8.15pm
Fitness to prevent injury – 9.30am to 10.30am
Love Art, Community Art Group – 10.30am to 12.30pm
Kingfisher Disability Group – 10.00am to 3.00pm
Dog Training Classes – 7.00pm to 8.00pm
Tai Chi – 9.30am to 10.30am
Cha Char Chimps, childrens’ fun session – 10.00am to 11.00am
Crafty Ladies Craft Group (Gentlemen welcom too!) – 10.00am
to 12.00noon
Alice Lucas School of Dance – 4.30pm to 7.45pm
Youth Café – 5.30pm to 9.00pm
Youth Club – 7.00pm to 9.00pm
Kingfisher Disability Group – 10.00am to 3.00pm
Connect Café Community Coffee Morning 10.30am to 12.30pm
All Things Art – Free talk, art display and social evening – 7.30pm to
9.30pm
Blood donation from 1.00pm
Memory Lane Group for people living with dementia and memory
loss, and their companions. Fourth Tuesday of each month – 2.00pm
to 4.00pm

Tuesdays

Wednesdays

Thursdays

Fridays
Wednesday 12 October
Friday 14 October
Tuesday 25 October
Saturday 29 October

Children’s Halloween Party – from 12.00noon

Gamlingay Allotment
Association

Secretary Robert Carolan, gamlingay.allotments@gmail.com

Gamlingay Archaeological
Group

Chris Tomsett: Chairman 01767 650 009
Julia Manley; Julialmanley@yahoo.com

24

October 2022

Gamlingay Library

Mondays
Wednesdays
Thursdays
Fridays
Saturdays

2.00pm to 4.00pm – Preschoolers Story Time 2.30pm
2.00pm to 4.00pm – Free computer buddying ask for more info
10.00am to 12.00noon
10.30am to 12.30pm
10.00am to 12.00noon

Gamlingay Parish Council

Tuesday 11 October
Full Council Meeting

Meetings held at 7.30pm in the Kier Suite at the Eco Hub and are
open to all. Planning Committee Meetings at 7.00pm prior to the
Full Council and Finance & General Purposes Meetings.
Clerks: Leanne Bacon and Kirstin Rayner. Tel: 650 310 or
Email: clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk. Agendas available on our
Website: www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk and on noticeboards.

Tuesday 25 October
F&GP Meeting
Gamlingay Players

Tuesday 27 September

Contact Amy Lovat at lovat1@hotmail.com

Gamlingay Walkers

Wednesday 5 October
Wednesday 2 November

New members welcome. Further information contact Miriam on
01767 654 891 or email miriamjones80@hotmail.com

Gardening Club

Tuesday 4 October

Held in the Main Hall at the Eco Hub at 7.30pm on the first
Tuesday of the month. Tea/coffee and biscuits available.
Contact Jean 01767 650 367. June outing to be announced.
Talk: Corinne Price on the Swiss Garden, Old Warden (the
restoration of a Regency gem).

Greensands Writers

Tuesday 18 October

Meetings held on the third Tuesday of every month by Zoom.
Details on www.greensandwriters.wixsite.com

Guild of St. Mary's

Monday 17 October
Monday 21 November

Monthly meetings, usually third Monday of the month.

Hatley Coffee Morning

Tuesday 4 October

10.00am to 1.00pm at Hatley Village Hall. Everyone welcome.
Donations split between the Village Hall and Church.

Hatley Parish Council

Tuesday 18 October

Contact Clerk: Kim Wilde 650 596 or email hatley-parish-clerk@
hatley.info. Meeting at 7.30pm in Hatley Village Hall

History Society

Tuesday 11 October

Meetings are held at the Eco Hub, Stocks Lane at 7.30pm on the
second Tuesday of each month and is open to all.
Talk: Nicky Paton on King James’ Royston Palace.

Housing, Police and
Councillor Surgery

Monday 3 October

9.30am to 10.00am Eco Hub on the first Monday of the month.

Music Club

Thursday 4 October.
Thursday 20 October

Meetings held every alternate Thursday.
For further information call Geoff Bruerton on 01767 650 748.

Nick or Jackie Bruce 01767 651 025/07925 119 346, email
only at: nickbruce7@btinternet.com

Photographic Society
Potton Ladies Club

Tuesday 4 Octobert
Tuesday 1 November

Meetings held on the first Tuesday of the month at the
Mill Lane Pavillion, Mill Lane, Potton.
Sarah Burgoine: sarahjburgoine@gmail.com or 01767 631 415.

Soup Lunches

Wednesday 26 October

Every fourth Wed of the month 12:30pm start, Church Hall

St. Mary’s Choir

Thursdays

6.30pm choir practice open to all at St. Mary’s Church.

The Gazette

Friday 28 October

November issue deadline for all copy and adverts.
Open every day from 1.00pm with food served except Sunday

The Wheatsheaf
Waresley Village Hall

Saturday 12 November

Who Killed the Farmer Mystery Evening with Meal – £15.00.
Contact ingrid_sims@btinternet.com for tickets/information

Women’s Institute

Tuesday 18 October

In the Keir Suite, Eco at 7.30pm on the third Tuesday of the month.
Please come along to our friendly meetings.
For further info: Lindsay 651 227, Jean 650 367, Jan 652 135

Youth Café and Club

Thursdays

5.15pm to 9.00pm.Year 4+ Cafe.Year 8+ Club
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Emergency Services

Churches

Police, Ambulance
and Fire

999

Baptist Church, Office

Church Office
Sally Graves

651 519
650 112

Non-Emergency Fire

01223 376 217

St. Mary The Virgin

Rector: Hilary Young
ChurchWarden: Nick Ingles
Reader: Chris Miller

650 587
07828 934 003
650 779

Non-Emergency Police 101
and Community Police
PC Mark Heslop
01480 456 111
(Ask for St Neots Police Station)

Halls for Hire

Healthcare and Council

Everton Village Hall

Medical centre
Appointments
Out of hours

Hatley St. George Village Hall

Kim Wilde, www.hatley.info

650 596

260 340
111

Methodist Chapel

Parish Council

650 310

District nurses

08456 024 064

St. Mary's Church

Lindy Gorton

650 581

Age Concern

01354 696 650

Social Club

Martin Hull

650 418

Homecare
Anne Hutson

07776 021 611

Parish Council
650 310
Clerks: Kirstin Rayner, Leanne Bacon
at ecohub: clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
web page: www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman: Harriet Gould
Vice-Chairman: Sam Martin
Faulty Street Lights

0800 7873 247

Library
Kate Laugharne

651 226

Forward Gamlingay
Chair: Sarah Groom
Hatley Parish Council 650 640
Clerk: Nicola Pearce
07902 494 745
hatleyparishclerk@hatley.info
www.hatley.info
Chairman: Margot Eagle
Politics
Member of Parliament 0207 219 3000
Anthony Browne
anthony.browne.mp@parliament.uk
651 982

District Councillor
650 510
Bridget Smith
03450 450 500
Monday-Saturday 08:00 to 20:00
South Cambridgeshire District Council
Hatley District Councillor 07885 774 775
Heather Williams
cllr.williams@scambs.gov.uk
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Sarah Groom, Kate Laughame
651 226
manager@gamlingayecohub.org.uk
682 251

Hobbies, Leisure and Interests
Bell Ringers

Community car scheme 07519 493 701
Alison Baker

County Councillor
Sebastian Kindersley

Ecohub

Booklinks

John Boocock
650 736
gamlingaybellringers@gmail.com
www.gamlingay-bell-ringers.webador.co.uk
Kate Laugharne
651 226

Cafe Connect
Fridays 10.30am-12.30pm

Ann Kirby

651 134

Community Choir

Jane Orchiston

0753 500 5908

East Beds Model Railway Society Secretary: John Wakeman
wakemanpj@aol.com
Friends of St Mary’s
Helen Miller
Gamlingay Allotment Gardeners Secretary: Robert Carolan
Association (GAGA)
gamlingayallotments@gmail.com
Membership Secretary: John Way
johnway803@gmail.com

677 390

Gamlingay Archaeological
Group (Gamarch)

Chris Tomsett
Secretary: Julia Manley
julialmanley@yahoo.com

650 009

Gamlingay Players

Amy Lovat, lovat1@hotmail.com

07843 527 979

Gamlingay Walkers

Miriam and Phil Titchner

654 891

Gardening Club

Lindy Gorton

650 581

Greensand Writers

www.greensandwriters.wixsite.com

Guild of St. Mary's

Liz Huckle

650 988

History Society

David Allen
gamlingayhistory@gmail.com

651 472

Lacecaps
Ladybird Club
Music Club
Photographic Society

Pat Brunsdon
Mrs C Watson
Geoff Bruerton
Chair/Secretary. Jackie Bruce
nickbruce7@btinternet.com

01480 385 351
650 707
650 748
651 025

Royal British Legion

Sebastian Kindersley
Jackie Hough

651 982
651 070

Sandy and District Round Table

Lee Packham Brown

07771 598 810
650 114

Sir John Jacob's Almshouses
Trustees:

Jackie Hough
Sebastian Kindersley
Philip Gorton

St. Neots Model Railway Club
Village Show

John Kneeshaw
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com
Jayne Dawkins
07713 247973
gamlingayshow@hotmail.com
Lindsay Bygraves
651 227
Jean York
650 367

Women’s Institute

651 070
651 982
650 581

Preschool Groups and Education
Carers Group
Everton Preschool
Jelly Tots & Marvellous Musicians
Montessori

Bridget Smith
Julie
Lisa Mistrano
Mrs Pat Jenkins

650 510
07814 815 491
07931 356 931
650 645
07714 821 940

Rainbow Preschool

Lisa Burton

651 996

School
Gamlingay Primary

650 208

Sports
Bowls Club
Breeze Ladies Cycling
Football Club (Youth Teams)
Gamlingay Gym

Brian Culverhouse
Gill Kitchener
Chair: Brian Culverhouse

651 020
650 035
651 020
651 785

Gamlingay Netball Club

Gamlingaynetball@gmail.com

Girls Football – MUGA

Nancy Kyle
nantmarg@hotmail.co.uk

651 785

Junior Football School
Tennis Club
Waresley Cricket Club

Brian Culverhouse
John Gray
Rod Kerr
waresleycc@hotmail.co.uk

651 020
654 165
07545 453 559

Youth Groups
1st Gamlingay Brownies
1st Gamlingay Rainbows
2nd Gamlingay Guides
Beavers
Explorers
Gamlingay Cubs
Gamlingay Scouts
Gransden Cubs
Pathfinder Scouts
Tinuwen Rangers
Youth Cafe
Youth Club

Jane Brown
Sarah Galvin / Jacqueline Boocock
gamlingayrainbows@outlook.com
Benita Scott
Mark Harrison
Vacancy
Steve Palmer
Will Colebrook
Susan Jefferd
Mark Harrison
Irene Gray
Lucy Rands
Lucy Rands

652 997

650 547
07979 102 568
651 532
07527 717 463
261 000
07979 102 568
651 212
07929 453 235
07929 453 235

Cambridge County Council
Care Services
Adult Health and
Social Service General
Enquiries

0345 045 5201

Adult Social Care

0345 045 5202

Children’s Services

0345 045 5203

Blue Badges Disabled
Parking

0345 045 5204

Occupational Health

0345 045 5205

Learning Disability
Partnership/Sensory
Services

0345 045 5221

General Community Services
Citizenship

0345 045 5155

Education Transport

0345 045 5208

Education Welfare
Benefits Service

0345 045 1361

Family Information
Service

0345 045 1360

General Enquiries

0345 045 5200

Human Resources
(Recruitment Line)

0345 045 5210

Library Services
(includes automatic
renewals)

0345 045 5225

Online Payments
Support

0345 045 5211

Streetscene
(Highways,Transport and
Streets)

0345 045 5212

Switchboard

0345 045 5222

Trading Standards

0845 404 0506

Waste Management

0345 045 5207

Other Emergency Services
Power cuts
UK Power Networks

105

Water supply
Cambridge Water

01223 706 050

Surface flooding
Cambs County
Councill

0345 045 5200

Sewer flooding
Anglian Water

03457 145 145

Domestic gas
emergency

0800 111 999
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Can you HELP! the Community Transport Scheme?

Volunteer drivers URGENTLY needed – Contact 07519 493 701
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