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Cherry Trees
by Headteacher Jonathan Newman

Staff and children at the First School are very sad to have lost the cherry trees at the 
front of the school. The county tree officers had condemned them as they were rotten 
and diseased. Best guess was that they would be dead within the next two to three 
years and there was concern that in the meantime bits of the tree would fall off in bad 
weather or high winds. 

We believe they were planted 67 years ago and clearly this is a good ‘innings’ for a 
cherry tree. The school would be grateful for any more information regarding exactly 
when and by whom they were planted so we could put it on the school website.  

We asked for a second opinion, and clearly the view was that they needed to be 
replaced. We are very pleased that the County Council have agreed to replace our 
much loved trees with ‘younger models’ and we hope that they will be planted in the 
near future. We hope that when this happens we will be able to extend a welcome to 
the local community to join us at the planting’.

Resignation of The Gazette Committee

Because of recent pressure on the committee, we all feel unable to continue 
despite support from the wider community.

Although The Gazette committee has stepped down, the postal and email address 
for the outgoing chair will remain live until 31st January 2015.

All assets of this independent organisation have been returned to the Church who 
started the original magazine in the 1960’s (or possibly earlier).

MANY YEARS OF A VILLAGE NEWSPAPER
by Roderick Starksfield

The Church of St Mary decided back in the nineteen-sixties to produce a church 
notice sheet, ‘The Church Messenger’, that would be delivered to all the houses in 
Gamlingay.  This newssheet, although initially intended to cover the events of St 
Mary’s, very soon expanded to include many village events as well.  Being non-
sectarian the leaflet regularly covered news from the Baptist Church.

The Village History Society has copies of many back issues of both the Messenger 
and The Gazette.  Incidentally all editions of the Church Messenger were sent to the 
British Library for archive, and should be available for scrutiny. 

These early editions were typewritten on ‘foolscap’ sized paper, folded to give the 
orientation for a folded newsletter.  For a short time the master copy was sent off to 
a printer in Liverpool, who produced 1200 copies; these were distributed by a loyal 
band of volunteers to the whole village.

In the early seventies my wife, Margaret, 
took over the typing of the master 
copy.  This was on a manual typewriter, 
how technology has changed (this will 
become apparent through this article).

In the late nineteen-seventies the cost 
of commercial printing was becoming 
too high and the church purchased a 
duplicator.  Just to show how things 
were in those days I must describe this 
machine (from the age of dinosaurs!)

The Duplicator worked by using a waxed 
paper sheet, both the paper and the wax 
layer were very thin.  A typewriter could 
be used to impress, through the wax, 
the text that needed to be reproduced.  
Simple drawings and other graphics 
could be drawn directly onto the stencil 
(as the waxed paper was called), to 
produce simple lines.  If the typewriter 
keys were pressed too hard, the centre 
of the ‘O’ and other enclosed characters 
could be cut out completely!

The stencil was placed in the duplicator, 
and ink was applied to the stencil, this 
ink could be pressed through the areas 
of the stencil that had been impressed by 
the typewriter.  The process inevitably 
involved inky fingers, and several dud 
sheets!

Copies were original produced manually 
by cranking a handle – 1200 copies of, 
say two sheets, double sided, meant a 
lot of cranking!  Luckily the machine 
was eventually updated for an electric 
version!

In the late nineteen-seventies I acquired 
what must have been then, one of the 
first desktop publishing packages – this 
was before the days of Windows and ran 
under an operating system called ‘GEM’.  
It had about eight fonts, each in about 5 
or 6 different sizes (I don’t recall them 
being labelled as font sizes!).  Using this 
software I was able to produce a stencil 



continued from page 1

Christmas around the world, Cantilena Singers

Sat, December 6, 7:30pm – 9:30pm
Bassingbourn Parish Church, North End Bassingbourn SG8 5NW

Christmas around the world,  
Cantilena Singers Music for Advent and Christmas with an international 

flavour 
Programme to include carols and other celebratory music suitable for 

Adventide and Christmas.  
Daniel Spreadbury (director)  

Refreshments available by donation £7, £5  
Proceeds to the church  

For tickets contact Sam Spreadbury - 07967 197337 sam.spreadbury@ gmail.
com 

www.cantilenasingers.org
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using a ‘dot matrix’ printer that was 
able to produce thousands of dots on the 
stencil that could be arranged to form 
text or simple black and white graphics.  
The stencil had to be cut in half to 
produce the right orientation of the page, 
the stencils were then glued together 
with a special glue (I seem to remember 
it being a bright ‘Barbie’ pink).

The Church Messenger continued in 
this format until the early nineteen 
nineties, when Edward Nobes, the 
then Rector, suggested that the name 
be change to separate the implication 
that the Newsletter was a church based 
publication.  It was changed to the 
‘Gamlingay Gazette’, the name has 
continued to date.

The original production methods were 
the same as for the Church Messenger, 
though technology had advanced 
considerably.  I now had a simple 
scanner, this was manually dragged 
over the graphic, and I then was able 
to include more graphics – even the 
occasional photo, though the resolution 
was very poor – only slightly worse than 
that that of the national newspapers of 
the time.  How technology has changed!

The effort and time taken to produce 
The Gazette was becoming a problem, 
so help was advertised for, The Gazette 
was no longer produced by St Mary’s 
church, but became a separate entity, and 
was organised by a small committee.  
The original principles were strongly 
adhered to – with legal constraints, all 
articles submitted would be published, 
The Gazette would be non-political and 

non-partisan.  It was non-profit making 
and was produced and distributed on a 
volunteer basis. 

I started the Village web-site in 1997, 
and almost immediately published 
The Gazette on the web through this 
source.  I use a simple piece of counter 
software to know how many visits each 
page on the web is accessed.  This tells 
me that there are 47 regular readers of 
The Gazette on the web – mainly from 
California, Australia, New-Zealand 
and Hong Kong; many of these are 
Gamlingay ex-pats (several of who I 
know and are in communication with).  
There are in addition about 20 or so 
other readers of The Gazette on-line.

As a volunteer deliverer of The Gazette 
I am constantly impressed by the regular 
readers on my ‘patch’; all of those 
who have notices on the door: “no free 
papers” I have checked  with all say – 
“Oh yes we definitely want The Gazette”

A moving note, thanks to The Gazette:
Some years ago I received a query 
from someone who lived in Leicester, 
concerning their uncle, who died as a 
PoW on the Burma Railway.  They knew 
he had had friends in Gamlingay, and 
wondered if anyone remembered him.  
I published the details in The Gazette, 
and within hours of it being delivered, 
I received two phone calls, one from a 
comrade who was actually at his bedside 
when he died.  I was then able to help 
reunite these two families – a very 
moving experience.

It would be a shame if The Gazette ever 
ceased to function.
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News from the churches

PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND 

EVERTON CUM TETWORTH
Rector: Revd Steven  
 Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller

The Rectory, Stocks Lane

11 Bunyan Close

650 568

650 779

KEY
E=Everton 

G=Gamlingay
H=Hatley St George
B=Baptist Church
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Are you dreaming of a white Christmas? The probability of snow falling on Christmas Day in the southern part of the UK is 15%, 
because it’s expected to be too mild for snow in the south. Sorry to disappoint if you were hoping for snow. But of course, you 
never know, it still might happen.

For many of us, snow is synonymous with Christmas. Christmas cards, songs and movies all portray a ‘white Christmas’. 
However, for most parts of the United Kingdom, Christmas is right at the beginning of the period when it’s likely to snow. 
Looking at climate history, wintry weather is more likely between January and March than December. Snow or sleet falls on 
average five days in December, compared to 7.6 days in January, 6.8 days in February and six days in March.

White Christmases were more frequent in the 18th and 19th centuries. Even though none of us will recall Christmases from so long 
ago we might still have a longing for a flurry of snow flakes as we draw back the curtains on Christmas morning. The statistics 
and reality tell us that it is unlikely but that doesn’t stop us wondering if it will happen.

That’s exactly what Christmas is all about. The statistics and our reality may tell us that it is highly unlikely that a child was born 
to a virgin, that a choir of angels announced this news to some shepherds and that three wise man followed a star bringing gifts. 
And yet we still wonder…

In actual fact if we unpicked the various details of the nativity story we might discover that it rings true in different ways. For 
example, the understanding of the term ‘virgin’ meant unmarried, and therefore it was assumed that an unmarried woman would 
not be having children. But the reality was surely different, just as it is today. We have all grown up with preconceptions and 
idealised fantasies about Christmas that inform our expectations of what a ‘proper’ Christmas should be like.

The only genuine expectation we need to have for Christmas is that we will learn something about how much we are loved by 
God. That might be revealed in the singing of carols, it might be revealed through sharing time with loved ones, it might be 
revealed through exchanging gifts. It might even be revealed in a single snow flake falling on Christmas Eve. You never know…
Merry Christmas.

Revd Steve Rothwell

December 2014
Sunday 7th Advent 2 8am Holy Communion G

10am First Sunday Service
(Stepping Stones at 9.30am) G

4pm Advent Carols Service E
Sunday 14th Advent 3 9.30am Parish Eucharist G

11am Holy Communion H
11am Word and Worship E

Sunday 21st Advent 4 9.30am Parish Eucharist & Stepping 
Stones G

 4pm Christmas Carols E
6pm Christmas Carols G

Monday 22nd 7pm Christmas Carols H

Weds 24th Christmas 
Eve 4pm Christingles Service E

4pm Christingles Service G
11.30pm Midnight Mass E
11.30pm Midnight Mass G

Thurs 25th Christmas 
Day 9.30am Parish Eucharist G

10am Lessons and Carols E
11am Christmas Eucharist H

Sunday 28th First Sunday 
of Christmas 9.30am Parish Eucharist G

Note: No other services on this day



News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary Mrs Linda Fraser 01767 677710

www.gamlingaybaptist.btck.co.uk

Church Services:
Worship Service Every Sunday Morning 
10:45am. (with J. A. M. for children)

Communion is always celebrated on the 
first Sunday of each month.

Family Service 
Family Service – Sunday 28th 
December 10:45am.
For Children:
J.A.M.
Every Sunday 10:45am.(apart from 
family service) 

‘Messy Church’ – fun, games, 
stories, getting messy (for children 
from 5 years) This month Sunday 21st 
December at 3:30pm. leading into 
Candlelight Nativity Service 
(see below for Christmas details)

Weekday Meetings:
Tuesday Group 7:30pm.
Wednesday Group 10:00am. (Venues as 
announced)
Alpha 
The Alpha Course is an informal 
evening set around a meal for those who 
want to find out more about Christianity. 
You are warmly invited!
Please contact James, our minister for 
details of the next course.
Women’s Prayer Breakfast 
Saturday 20th December 8.00am
– a time to share, pray and then eat 
together. 
Craft Group – spend time together 
working at different crafts. 
Thursday 4th December
10:00am to 12:00 noon.

Coffee Morning
Thursday 11th December
(in aid of GBC and our 2014 
Charities), 10:00am until 11:30am
Why not join us for tea/coffee and 
cake?
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Dear Friends,

Even though Christmas is for me one of the busiest times of the year, as it 
approaches, I always have a sense of excitement and that isn’t because I am a 
masochist or a workaholic!

I love Christmas because behind the carols, turkey, candles and family celebrations 
(which can ring hollow for those who are alone or for those who have been bereaved) 
there is something far more significant. 

Behind all that there is the real message and it is truly ‘Good News’ because 
Christmas marks the birth of Jesus: God coming into the ordinary – He was born to 
a very ordinary Jewish girl – admittedly in an extraordinary way – but through Mary 
God Himself entered our world, becoming one of us. And because He was born to a 
virgin, something people found questionable (even Joseph at first – see Matthew 1: 
20), He was born amid gossip, suspicion and probably scandal at a time when what 
was technically seen as ‘adultery’ was punishable by death.
 

Jesus was born into a nation that was occupied and enslaved by an often cruel foreign 
power: the Romans. Forced to pay taxes to Rome, a heavily pregnant Mary, together 
with Joseph, found themselves having to walk to Bethlehem to register (there is no 
mention of a donkey in the Bible) and there Jesus was born – possibly even in the 
open air (there is also no mention of a stable). 

Yet in the middle of all that squalor and disadvantage, God came to us. Jesus’ life 
and legacy prove beyond doubt that He is who He was claimed to be. Coming into a 
world that human beings have messed up and spoiled, where cruelty and selfishness 
has become the norm, Jesus not only shared our lot – but He came to change it. His 
life, His actions, His teaching, his death and His resurrection make possible a new 
experience of life that we could not have imagined. Jesus came to change our hell 
into glorious heaven – to experience both now on earth – and even more at the end of 
life. 

This is my daily experience – Jesus makes possible a whole new experience of life 
as it was intended to be and Christmas, the celebration of God coming into our 
experience is God’s invitation to us. 

R.S.V.P…
Best Wishes and Happy Christmas!

James
Christmas Celebrations 2013
Tuesday 2nd December at 7:30pm. – Carols with the Salvation Army
The annual visit of Potton Salvation Army – Christmas starts here! 

Sunday 14th December after morning service – GBC Christmas Meal and Party

Sunday 21st December at 10:45am. – Carol Service with Sunday Club

Sunday 21st December at 3:30pm. – Christmas Messy Church leading into…

Sunday 21st December at 6:00pm. – Carols by Candlelight
An all-age service of carols, nativity and celebration of the magic of Christmas 

Christmas Day 25th December at 10:30am. – Christmas Day Family Service 
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by Alec Hissett
GAMLINGAY TO PARIS CYCLE 

CHALLENGE

Firstly many thanks to everyone who 
sponsored me, overall I raised £1, 350 of 
which £725 has gone to Prostrate Cancer 
UK and the remainder to our parish 
church, St. Mary’s Gamlingay.

On Thursday 4th September I set off from 
St. Mary’s Church on the first leg of the 
journey arriving at my first overnight 
stop in Islington. The following day I 
met up with my six companions at Kings 
Cross Station and set off for the official 
start of the Avenue Verte at the London 
Eye. The weather was fine and dry but 
we hadn’t appreciated the challenges 
involved in finding the route signs and 
it wasn’t long before we started running 
late against our schedule, however, 
eventually we arrived at our overnight 
accommodation in East Grinstead. The 
following day we vowed to stay closer 
together and if in any doubt about the 
route stop and check the map! This 
worked well and we reached the coast in 
good time, even having time for a cream 
tea on route.

Day four started with a ferry ride from 
Newhaven to Dieppe and once we 
left the town the Avenue Verte took 
us along a recently resurfaced disused 
railway line and into the countryside of 
Normandy. Again we arrived in good 
time and spent a very pleasant evening 
enjoying the local cider in Forges Les 
Aux. We set off early the following 
morning, as this was to be our longest 
ride of 85 miles. Once again the weather 
favoured us with warm sunshine and 
the sunscreen came out! We reached 
our destination Cergy-Pontoise by early 
evening, quite tired. 

Day six, our last day, and Paris started to 
appear on the route signs. The landscape 
rapidly changed and we were following 
the Seine tributaries and canals through 
industrial areas on the outskirts of the city. 

Eventually we arrived at the Notre 
Dame, the official end of the Avenue 
Verte.  Not content with this a few of 
us continued on to the Champs-Elysees 
and did a circuit of the Arc de Triomphe 
before heading for our hotel and dinner.

In total I cycled 345 miles or 552 
kilometres over the six days of the 
challenge.



Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on 
District Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley, and Bridget 
Smith

Keeping us abreast on 
County Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley

continued on page 24
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Your Councillors are always ready to 
help. If you have any questions about 
these - or indeed any other - matters, 
please do not hesitate to contact County 
Councillor Sebastian Kindersley on 
01767 651982 or skindersley@hotmail.
com or on Twitter which he is very 
new at or write to the Manor Barn, East 
Hatley, SG19 3JA. District Councillor 
Bridget Smith is on 01767 650510 or 
bridget@glockling.com 

Robinson Court Gamlingay

We have now seen outline plans for the 
redevelopment of Robinson Court which 
we are hopeful will take place very 
shortly. The plans show a combination 
of 7 flats with one and two bedrooms, 
and 2 one bedroom houses, 4 two 
bedroom houses and  2  three bedroom 
houses all very nicely laid out around 
a green and all with their own parking 
bays. We are aware that residents 
living around Robinson Court are still 
concerned about the flats being used 
for short term emergency housing.  We 
have now written to everyone to reassure 
those who may still have concerns but 
if you have any ongoing questions then 
please contact us.

Elite Athlete Grants 

Do you know any young sports stars? 
South Cambridgeshire has a fund of 
£16,700 to help them reach their full 
potential with its Elite Athlete Grant 
Scheme. Since 2009, over 80 young 
talented sports performers have been 
awarded more than £56,000 to support 
their sporting dreams. Grants of up to 
£2,000 are available to support athletes 

at all stages of their sporting careers, 
whether they are competing regionally, 
making steady progress at national level 
or representing GB in world class events. 

For more information about the 
scheme and an application form visit 
www.scambs.gov.uk/elite-athlete-
award-scheme or call 03450 450 500. 
The deadline for the next round of 
applications is Wednesday 31 December 
2014 and awards will be made by 31 Jan 
2015. Previous applicants may apply.

Park & Ride

Well it’s all been very difficult at 
the Park and Rides but extra ticket 
machines are now due to be installed 
to make it quicker and easier. Please 
remember you can go online to www.
cambridgeparkandride.com to pay for 
parking at the sites, where a number of 
options are available from discounted 
annual seasons to pay as you go for 
occasional users. Extra signs have also 
been put in place to help customers, 
and staff are on hand to give advice and 
help people use the system. Allegedly  
Park and Ride still remains one of the 
best and stress free ways of getting into 
Cambridge – especially as for every 
fare paying ticket purchased, three 
children can travel free – but recent 
communications have led us to believe 
it’s not quite as lovely as it was!

Station Road Fence

I hope everyone agrees that the new 
fence alongside the Station Road 
footway is just a massive improvement 
on the close-boarded fence. A very big 
thank you to Gamlingay Village College 
which has been generous with access 
to its land, and a big thank you to Kier 
Living who paid for the new fencing 
and the works involved – such a brilliant 
example of co-operation – thank you 
both!!   Hopefully by the time you read 
this the road signage has been installed 
to clearly show who gives way and 
where and when and to whom – we 
realise at the moment it’s a bit unclear if 
you don’t know the road. 

Local Highway Improvements

Parish Councils are invited to bid into a 
Local Highways Improvement Initiative 
which enables communities to apply 
for up to £10k to fund improvements 
to the highway in their locality. At least 

80 did, and Sebastian spent two solid 
days as part of a panel assessing them 
and listening to presentations from the 
Parishes. Schemes are scored and the 
results then released in January. What I 
can tell you is the following: not a single 
driver ever keeps to the speed limit in 
South Cambs and every village suffers 
from rat-running from somewhere to 
somewhere else. In fact there’s so much 
rat-running that it’s a wonder anyone is 
to be found on the A428, A14 and A10 at 
all. It was interesting seeing how many 
problems are common to all Parishes.  

Telecommunications Mast

We have been notified of an application 
to move the existing Gamlingay O2 
telecommunications mast from Green 
End to the Station Road Industrial 
Site.  This is a 15m column housing 3 
antennas and 2 transmission dishes with 
6 associated ground based equipment 
cabinets, all located in a fenced 
compound.  A map and plans will be 
available for you to look at in the Parish 
Council office.  If you would like to 
comment on this please contact the 
Community Affairs Manager by e mail at 
site.information@ee.co.uk

South Cambs Housing

We have been informed that a number 
of South Cambs Airey properties are 
to be rebuilt on Waresley Road. What, 
you may enquire, are these? Airey 
properties in their original un-reinstated 
form are of pre-reinforced concrete 
(PRC) construction and are designated 
defective within the Housing Defects 
Act.  The structural surveys show a high 
percentage of the vital concrete framing 
posts in the external walls are damaged 
at their base. Eventually the posts are 
incapable of supporting the building 
weight, and the loads are taken by the 
outer cladding panels, for which they are 
not designed and cannot be depended 
upon. Tenants will be decanted while the 
works take place but it does make me 
wonder what happens to those families 
who actually bought their Airey homes..

Cambridgeshire Electoral Review

Public consultation will shortly 
start on the new electoral map of 
Cambridgeshire. The Boundary 
Commission has now indicated a 
reduction in Councillors from 69 to 63 
is appropriate, and working out which 
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GREENSANDS MEDICAL 
PRACTICE – 2014

Changes to the 
appointment system

Telephone triage is a useful method of 
determining urgent and not so urgent 
cases so that appointments can be 
allocated according to patient need.  

The system works by allowing the GPs 
to triage all requests for urgent care by 
telephone.

The Receptionist will answer your call 
and once it has been clarified that you 
are requesting an urgent appointment, 
your call will be put on hold; you will 
be placed in a queuing system to speak 
to a GP.  You are encouraged to hold on 
the telephone and the GPs will answer 
the telephone calls in turn, however, 
there may be emergency calls which will 
take priority.  Your patience is therefore 
appreciated, especially during the peak 
times of the day. 

 The GP will assess your complaint over 
the telephone and will either provide 
advice or book an appointment for you 
with an appropriate Clinician – you will 
not be referred back to the Receptionist 
for this.   This process is called 
telephone triage.  

Benefits to patients

Speak to their GP sooner

See their GP sooner when appropriate

Save time by avoiding unnecessary 
appointments

Benefits to GPs

Manage case loads efficiently

Improve utilisation of Nurses and other 
Health Care Professionals

Hopefully reduce the number of patients 
who fail to attend their appointments

Our aim is to provide:

•	 the most appropriate 
appointment with either a GP, 
Practice Nurse or Minor Illness 
Nurse

•	 more convenient access 

•	 more efficient use of time 
for our GPs and patients by 
resolving an enquiry with a 
single telephone call

•	 to help ensure routine 
appointments remain available 
for patients with chronic 
complex illnesses

The telephone triage system will operate 
all day.  

Please note that we will still be operating 
the same system for pre-bookable routine 
appointments and these can be available 
up to three months in advance.  We 
continue to encourage patients to register 
to use our on-line services for booking 
appointments and requesting repeat 
prescriptions.  

Please advise our Receptionists of your 
mobile telephone numbers which will 
enable the Practice to send you a text 
reminder of your appointments. 

We do encourage patients who are 
requesting a home visit to call before 
11.00am if at all possible. 

We look forward to offering you an 
improved service.

I was born and grew up in 
Sunderland, and moved to Nottingham 
to study medicine, qualifying in 2009. I 
then worked in the surrounding area for 
two years before moving to Bedford to 
undertake my GP training scheme.

I joined the practice on completion of 
my training in September 2014. I enjoy 
the variety of General Practice, and 
I also enjoy being a part of my local 
church in Bedford and doing DIY with 
my husband.

Introducing Dr May
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EVERTON VILLAGE HALL
Available for hire for Parties,
Classes, Meetings & Exhibitions.
Excellent enclosed rear garden.

www.evertonvillagehall.org.uk
Contact Bookings Sec: 01767 682251

Commissioner 
welcomes decision to 
scrap changes to taxi 

licencing rules
Sir Graham Bright, Police and Crime 
Commissioner for Cambridgeshire, 
has welcomed the government’s 
decision to scrap proposals which 
would have led to an increased safety 
risk for people going home after a 
night out.    

The changes would have allowed anyone 
to drive a taxi or private hire vehicle 
when it was “off duty”. This proposal 
had the potential to increase the number 
of unlicensed drivers pretending to be 
legitimate, increasing risk to the people 
of Cambridgeshire and across the 
country. 

Sir Graham was one of several Police 
and Crime Commissioners who 
campaigned against the plans.  Sir 
Graham says: “I am glad to see that 
common sense has prevailed and that 
people’s safety has been prioritised. 
These changes would have put people at 
risk through unknowingly using a taxi 
driven by an unlicensed driver.  I would 
still like to see two remaining clauses, 
which allow taxis to operate outside 
their area and extend the length of their 
licences, removed.” 

The measure was part of the 
Deregulation Bill, which aims to cut red 
tape for self-employed people and small 
businesses.

Mobile working gives 
local communities more 

police presence 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE constabulary 

will be issuing front line police staff 
with personal laptops or slates and 
Windows phones, in order to help save 
money and improve the efficiency of 
police officers.   

After securing investment from 
the government’s innovation fund 
the Mobile Working Solution Project 
will be expanding the users, issuing 
Inspectors, Special constables and police 
community support officers (PCSOs) 
with mobile devises also. 

During the last year 170 slates and 170 
laptops have been piloted by front line 
staff. 

They have allowed people to work 
from different locations without 
compromising security, or efficiency. 

Chief Superintendent Dan Vajzovic 
said: "Technological improvements 
are key to delivering policing within a 
climate of change and cost savings. 

"It is essential that all operational 
staff have access to the right in-house 
systems and training, to allow them to 
work in the same way.

"The pilots have shown the dedication 
and leadership of officers to make 
mobile devices work for them and the 
communities that they serve.” 

Initial results of remote working in 
Peterborough has shown that police 
staff: 

•    Attended on average 25 per cent 
more incidents 

•    Were on patrol an hour earlier than 
their colleagues every day 

•    A ‘slate’ sergeant spent an extra 
100 hours out on patrol 

•    A team of five Constables is in the 
community for up to 27 additional hours 
each shift. Vehicle mileage decreased 
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by Ken Abbott

For this article we have concentrated 
on the usefulness of Field Walking 
to our group.    Whilst technology in 
archaeology is making fieldwalking less 
necessary, such technology is relatively 
expensive and requires much training.   
If you’ve seen Time Team on TV you’ll 
know why!

On Saturday 20th September 2014, 
a member of GamArch undertook a 
training session in how to conduct a 
fieldwalking exercise.  The training was 
held at Covington in Cambridgeshire, 
a small village situated on a fertile 
south facing ridge located close to the 
borders with Northamptonshire and 
Bedfordshire.   Jemima Woolverton, the 
Community Archaeologist from Jigsaw 
Cambridgeshire was the instructor. The 
training is free  to GamArch members.
Fieldwalking is a really good way 
to gain a basic understanding of the 
archaeology of a site without intrusive 
excavation.  Recovery of archaeological 
finds by fieldwalking is an important 
archaeological technique that can 
be used to help build up a picture of 
past human activity in an area. It is 
inexpensive to carry out and a healthy 
way to enjoy the countryside and to get 
to know your chosen area.  
Fieldwalking can identify previously 
unknown sites and can also add 
substantially to what is known 
about previously known sites. It is a 
technique that is ideal for local societies 
researching their own area as they can 
negotiate access to land at the times of 
the year after ploughing has occurred 
but before crop growth prevents walking 
across a field.

Instruction was given on how to divide 
the field up into a grid of squares 20 
metres by 20 metres using measuring 
tapes and red flag markers to indicate 
the corners of each square and to tie 
the grid to obvious landmarks in the 
surrounding area such as a road or field 
boundary.  The grid was created using 
a combination of Pythagoras, optical 

squares and sighting points (techniques 
and tools to ensure the grid is square).  
The grid was then drawn on gridded 
paper with each square given a reference 
number and the position of any obvious 
landmarks are marked. 

Once the grid was laid out, each person 
was allocated a square to walk and 
beginning at the bottom left hand corner, 
we traversed up and down our allotted 
square examining about one metre’s 
width on each pass. The finds were 
collected in plastic bags marked with the 
site code, grid number and date.
The weather conditions were ideal for 
field walking, it was dry underfoot and 
the light was dull. 

A number of finds were discovered 
including a sherd of pot with the rim 
attached which is likely to be Iron Age 
or Romano British in date, a piece of 
medieval pottery - St Neots shelly ware, 
as well as a lot of post medieval finds 
such as brick, fragments of pottery, glass 
and china, a piece of clay pipe as well as 
a button.

The finds will be washed, identified and 
analysed and the results interpreted. A 
report of the findings will be submitted to 
the Cambridgeshire Historic Environment 
Record (CHER).

Avenells Manor Fieldwalking
On Sunday 28th September, GamArch 
continued its exploration of Avenells field, 
extending the area investigated last year.  
Julia Manley organised the afternoon, 
and supervised the involvement of nine 
GamArch members, and has supplied the 
following description of our ‘day out’

Avenells is the first field on the right as 
you leave the village heading east along 
Church End, so called because it was the 
site of Avenells Manor, now destroyed. 
The land is owned by Merton College 
who first gave GamArch permission to 
walk it in the Autumn of 2013 and we 
are grateful to the farmer for allowing us 
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access before sowing.

Last year, we laid out a grid of 5x5 20m² 
squares running east across the field 
(i.e. squares A and F running alongside 
the road) starting from a point (GPS co-
ordinate recorded) in the north-western 
corner of the field, but only managed to 
cover rows A – D in the limited time. 
We therefore covered row E first of all 
this year and then started a new row F 
which took us to the old field boundary 
opposite the allotment site entrance.
 
In 2013 we recovered nearly 500 finds, 
all fragmented and abraded, the majority 
of which were ceramic building material 
(CBM), predominantly tile, followed by 
worked flint (dating back to the Neolithic 
and the Bronze Ages) and then pottery 
sherds, one of which was Roman and the 
rest ranged from early Medieval through 
to modern and included fragments of 
Everton ware. The spread of finds was 
greatest in row A and decreased as we 
moved south down the field with about 3 
times as many finds in row A compared 
with row D. 

We have not finished cataloguing the 
finds from our 2014 field walking 
but those from row E are of a similar 
number, if not fewer, than those from 
row D.

The conditions were far from favourable 
this year: due to the lack of rain the 
field was like a desert and covered in 

dry dusty sand which made it very 
difficult to identify finds when we were 
walking row E.  However, we did not 
have the same problem in row F because 
the spread of finds was so dense that 
we were unable to collect them all.  
Concentrated mostly in squares F1 and 
F2, but also to both the north and south 
of the row, the ground was littered with 
CBM, almost all in the form of roof tiles, 
together with some worked flint, pottery 
sherds and some glass and metal items. 
The presence of so many fragments of 
roof tiles could indicate the site of one 
or more buildings; we shall know more 
when we have finished cataloguing the 
finds and have identified the age of the 
tiles and whether they are all from the 
same period.
We hope to carry on with the field 
walking in the Autumn of 2015 and shall 
keep you informed of our discoveries. 
We would also welcome any of you who 
are interested in getting involved, it is a 
very large field!

Just a reminder that we meet the first 
Thursday of each month except January 
and April at 7.30 pm at the WI Hall in 
Waresley Road, Gamlingay.   So the 
next meeting will be December 4th  and 
then February 5th 2015.   You’re most 
welcome to attend and if your interest 
is piqued, join us and help build a 
more detailed picture of Gamlingay’s 
archaeological past.   Visit the website 
www.ken-abbott.co.uk for more 
information about our activities, or 
contact kirstin.rayner@tesco.net

A1 A2 A3 A4 A5 F1 F2 F3 F4

B1 B2 B3 B4 B5

C1 C2 C3 C4 C5

D1 D2 D3 D4 D5

E1 E2 E3 E4 E5
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The Gamlingay Show 
2014

We are delighted to give 
donations to the following 
organisations who applied to become 
beneficiaries from this year’s show. They 
are:
 Library, Junior Youth Club, Rainbow 
Pre-school, Sunshine Pre-school, 
History Society, Guides and Rangers, 
Bellringers, Gamlingay Players, 
GAMARCH,
St Mary’s Church, Baptist Church, 
GEAG, Gamlingay First School 
Association,
East Anglia Air Ambulance
We have also given donations to 
Gamlingay Village College in 
appreciation for the use of their facilities 
and to the Gamlingay Gazette for their 
support.

Please contact us on the addresses below 
to tell us how you intend to use the 
money to benefit your organisation.

 We are a very small committee who 
work hard all year to produce an event 
that can be enjoyed by the whole family. 
We would welcome new members 
onto the committee and also ideas and 
suggestions as to how to make the show 
even better next year. The next show will 
be on Saturday 19th September 2015.
Please contact the committee by email at 
gamlingay_show@hotmail.co.uk or 
on the Show mobile on 0751992126.
Thank you for your support this year and 
we look forward to seeing you in 2015.
The Gamlingay Show Committee

Gamlingay Community 
Turbine News

A Windfall for Gamlingay

Gamlingay Community Turbine was 
established with three main objectives 

1. To be funded by the residents 
and businesses of Gamlingay

2. To reduce the carbon footprint 
of our community

3. To establish a fund for 
environmentally friendly 
projects within our community

Not only is the turbine performance 
meeting our expectations but we have 
fulfilled these 3 objectives.

We achieved our first objective when 
we raised £875,000 from within the 
Parish or from those who have strong 
ties with Gamlingay.  Not a penny came 
from grants or public funding and we 
didn’t borrow from banks.  This was a 
project  ‘By Our Community, For Our 
Community’.

The turbine, commissioned in May 
2013, had offset all the carbon emissions 
from the manufacture, transport and 
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installation by April 2014.  So from this 
April we’ve been successfully reducing 
the carbon footprint of our community, 
about 300 tonnes of CO2 per year.

At the end of October we met with 
representatives of Gamlingay Parish 
Council and the charity Forward 
Gamlingay! to decide how our first 
tranche of Tithe donation to our 
community should be distributed.  All 
applications were reviewed and the 
distribution made in accordance with 
how applications met our published 
guidelines.  The Tithe from the profits 
for 2013/2014 is around £6,000 and 
the October distribution was £3,000.  
Fulfilling our 3rd objective awards have 
just been made to the following:
 
Sunshine Pre-school  
Project to build bird feeders and teach 
the children about wildlife

First School Association  
Project to tidy the front of school play 
area with better storage facilities

Bedfordshire Wildlife Trust 
Maintain Gamlingay Wood and 
regenerating Sugley Wood

Gamlingay Allotments  
Project to extend their Community 
Orchard

Hatley St George Church Project to 
install a composting toilet

Sir John Jacob Almshouses 
Project to upgrade the heating systems 
and install Photovoltaic panels

Forward Gamlingay!   
To help continue their Bike Bank 
scheme for another year

The GCT Tithe awards will be made 
every 6 months for the next 20 years 
and as the money owed to investors 
is repaid so the Tithe donation to our 
community will increase each year.

If you have an environmentally 
friendly project that would benefit 
many in our community and you 
would like assistance with the funding 
why not apply to the GCT Tithe Fund?  
Full details about the Tithe and how 
to apply can be found on our website 
www.gamlingay-community-turbine.
co.uk.  Applications for the next 
distribution in April 2015 should be 
received before the end of March 
2015.

A true windfall for Gamlingay

Chris Smith  on behalf of GCT
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Think Entertainment

Think Fun

Gamlingay Social Club
Check us out on Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/pages/Gamlingay-Social-
Club/175153962532926
Gamlingay Social Club would like to invite Gamlingay Local residents to come and 
try out its surroundings and facilities, at 16 Waresley Road, FREE for one month.
To get your FREE Month’s membership, please complete the form below and bring 
it with you to the club during November to be eligible.  This will allow you (and your 
family) to access the club at any time over the month of November and enjoy what 
the club has to offer to the local community.
If you enjoy the club’s facilities we hope you will consider becoming a full member. 
It is only £10 per year. 

The club offers:
Entertainment – Groups, Music etc
Thursday Fun Quiz nights – Nov 13 and 27 plus alternate Thursdays every month
Full size Snooker Table
Pool Table
Darts Boards
Multi-Purpose Party Venue

NAME:  
ADDRESS:  
  
PHONE NO:  
DATE OF ENTRY  

E MAIL ADDRESS:   _________________________
Gamlingay Social Club, Waresley Road, Gamlingay – 01767 651775

SOUP LUNCHES

The Soup Lunches in St. Mary’s Church Hall continue to be held on the
4th Wednesday of each month starting at 12:30pm.

Come and support this worthy cause and, for £5, enjoy home-made soup, bread and 
puddings followed by tea or coffee. 
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ST NEOTS FOODBANK

The foodbank is here for people in times of personal crisis. 
Hungry?  No money to buy food?

Are you struggling with loss of income, low wage, sudden 
job loss, benefits delays, illness, separation, homelessness, a 
large, unexpected bill?

St Neots Foodbank is here to help you. It is a helping hand 
in times of difficulty; it is not an additional benefit.

With Christmas looming, worries, depression, and not 
knowing which way to turn increase;  do not worry if you 
have no transport, or money to pay fares to go to St Neots.
Help is available - contact Gerry Brunt 07752428191 in 
strict confidence.
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Green Day 2014: Report and Thanks!

The third annual Green Day, at the EcoHub on October 18, was another roaring success! 

This year, we used all the main spaces in the hub which allowed us to open up a big children’s crafts area 
and fit in more stalls dedicated to the wonderful wildlife we are blessed with in South Cambridgeshire. The 
Wildlife Trust built a giant bird’s nest in the Kingspan Room, which was a great hit with old and young!

As in previous years, a wide range of local businesses set out their stalls, demonstrating green technology 
from solar panels to wood-burning stoves. A particular hit was mygreenlighting.co.uk, who talked us 
through the bewildering range of energy-saving and LED light bulbs now available, and showed us how to 
save a lot of money and improve the ambience of your home, just by changing a few bulbs!

A lot of people put much work into organising this event, and there is not space to thank them all, but let 
me especially thank Emma Leaf-Grimshaw, our Green Day Organiser-in-Chief, for making the day such a 
tremendous success. We’d like to give an extra special thank you to Lewis Kelly, Gamlingay Village College’s 
Green Rep, who gave his time freely and so enthusiastically. And we are also very grateful for the support 
of Gamlingay Parish Council and South Cambridgeshire District Council in making this financially possible.

This was the best Green Day so far. The only slight sadness was that most of the visitors were from outside 
the village. We would have loved to have seen more Gamlingay residents take part! Please do get in touch 
with us if you have ideas or suggestions for next year, and we’ll see you in 2015.

GEAG AGM: 21 January 2015

The Annual General Meeting of Gamlingay 
Environmental Action Group takes place on 
Wednesday 21 January 2015, at 8.00–9.30 pm, 
in the Gamlingay EcoHub. 

At the AGM, we hear reports on the year’s 
work and think ahead for the year to come. 

This year, there are two open spaces on the 
committee. If you’d like to get more active 
with GEAG, please get in touch or come along!

What we Learned about Light Bulbs

At Green Day 2014 we learned lots of new 
things about light bulbs, including:

•	 Light bulb brightness is now measured in Lumens. An 
old-fashioned 60W bulb was about 800 lumens and 
100W around 1500 lumens.

•	 Light bulb colour is measured in Kelvins. The higher 
the K value, the whiter the light. For a ‘warm’ light, 
look for a value of less than 3000K. For cool, white 
light, look for values over 5000K

(Our thanks to http://www.mygreenlighting.co.uk/)

For more information, or to sign up for regular emails, please contact the GEAG Coordinator:
Brycchan Carey, 18 Mill Street, Gamlingay, SG19 3JW. Tel 01767 651155

Web: http://www.geag.org.uk | Mail: contact@geag.org.uk | http://www.facebook.com/GamlingayEAG | Twitter: @GamlingayEAG
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St Neots Community Hydro Scheme
Generating renewable green energy for the Community

The scheme proposal is to construct a Hydro Electric Power Plant (HEP) to be fed from the River Great Ouse to 
provide renewable energy for the benefit of the Local Community.
The proposed site is on the meadow land on the west side of Mill Lane and on the South side of the bridge over the 
river.
There are quite a few examples of Community lead Hydro Electric plants being instigated around the UK. Some of 
these are at the pre-feasibility stage, some at feasibility stage, some in the course of construction and some already 
up and running and generating valuable renewable energy.
The UK Government has made a commitment to produce 15% of all power generated in the UK to be from renewable 
energy sources by 2020 and this scheme is being implemented in line with this policy and in support of this 
commitment.
It is intended that this scheme will be a true community scheme, organised by members from the local community, 
funded, as much as possible, by the community.  It is planned that the scheme will benefit the members of the 
community who invest in the scheme as well as provide a regular community contribution to enable other renewable 
energy projects or community beneficial schemes to be implemented within the area.

What are the benefits of the St Neots Hydro Scheme? – It will - 

•	 Generate green electricity.

•	 Contribute to energy security, helping us to be more resilient in the face of problems of energy supply.

•	 Contribute to reducing our reliance on fossil fuels and carbon emissions.

•	 Be owned and run by local people as a social enterprise.

•	 Be a visitor attraction bringing tourists to the area.

•	 Provide a dividend for investors of (rate to be evaluated in the full feasibility study) tax payers are eligible to 
claim tax relief under the Enterprise Investment Scheme (EIS).

•	 Be available for parties of school children to visit where they can view working machinery and have a live 
video and data feed on the web so all can see electricity being generated in real-time. 

Do you want to get involved in this exciting scheme?

We have already funded the Pre-Feasibility study which proved positive and are ready to move the scheme to the 
next phase for which we need to achieve the following:

•	 To secure funding for a full feasibility study to be undertaken
•	 Apply to the Environmental and Planning Authorities
•	 Resolve Land ownership issues 

The Scheme Proposer’s Group is looking for volunteers to help with the implementation of the scheme. We want 
to keep the Proposer’s Group small but capable for logistical and communication reasons.  We are looking for  
additional skills, in particular, we need volunteers who would be able to assist in the following areas: 

	 Finance
	 Legal
	 Engineering
	 Marketing Fundraising
	 Administrative activities.

If you have time which you are willing to share with us to achieve success on the scheme and think you can help us, 
please contact us through the Website www.stneotshydro.co.uk/contactus.

Thank you.

by John Mouatt CEng, FICE
and Mick Marks MBE, CEng, MIoD, MCMI, MRAeS
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Biggleswade Sandy Lions Club
A member of Lions International, the largest voluntary service organisation in the world.

FREE
Biggleswade Sandy Lions are proud to support CAFFE (Computers Are Free For Everyone), a 
registered charity in this country providing free computer education to underprivileged young people in 
Dhaka, Bangladesh.  Without computer skills, they would be consigned to menial jobs because of their 
background, so this charity leads them to better jobs and a better life.

The students come from the local area.  Large families live in one cramped room with a tin roof, no 
electricity or running water and with primitive sanitation.  It is extremely hot in the summer and the 
dwellings flood in the monsoon.  The parents cannot afford to send their children for costly training so 
welcome the free training that CAFFE provides.

This charity runs 23 classes for 200 students.  Luke Doyle is their inspiration and co-ordinator.  In addition, 
they have 5 paid teachers, 3 of whom are students but teach part time. One of these full time teachers is 
Kobir, who came to them from the slums as their first student.  As well as training in keyboard skills, and 
developing maths and language skills, they also teach business skills, because many are better off running 
their own small business than working for someone else.  Computer art and how to design and make 
computer games are part of the CAFFE syllabus.

The monthly expenses are only £4 per student.  The national government only gives grants to large 
charities so that small ones such as this have to fend for themselves.  CAFFE has a charity shop in Clair 
Court, Bedford, run by Luke’s parents.  In addition, they receive support through donations and from people 
signing monthly standing orders.  More information can be found by going to www.caffebd.org

Whilst Biggleswade Sandy Lions primarily give help to those in need in our local area, we also support 
overseas projects like this one, as we are an International organisation.  You too could be part of our 
fundraising team and help us give to our local community.  All we ask is for just some of your time.  How 
do we do what we do?  Just go to our website www.biggleswadesandylions.org.uk.  Or ring 0845 833 9749 
and chat to Dave or Judith Hagger.  You are very welcome to meet us first hand on 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 
at Biggleswade Conservative Club.  Come and be part of a pride of Lions.

PROUD TO SERVE
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Gamlingay Players 
Present 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
         

 

www.gamlingayplayers.co.uk 



ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL
The Emplins, Gamlingay

Now available on Saturday mornings
Ideal for dancing classes, children’s 

clubs etc.

£10 per hour
Please contact: Kate Golding

Tel:  01767 - 651215
E-mail: kategolding@tiscali.co.uk

Hatley village hall 
is available for general hiring every day 

8.30am to 12 midnight  

Full details can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or ring 
Michael Marshall on 01767 650971 or 
email  mick_marshall@hotmail.co.uk
 

Basic hire charges per hour are  £7.50 
residents/£10.00 others and it can cater 

for 85 
seated 
or 120 
standing.

continued on page 21
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Stepping Stones
 Children’s Centre

Stay and Play Thursdays 13.30 - 
15.00 for 0- 5 year olds. 
Free. Engage with your child in a 
variety of planned activities.
 Health visitor advice and Weighing 
clinic on 2nd and 4th Thursdays at the 
same time.
Takes place at The Ecohub, 
Stocks Lane, Gamlingay, SG19 3JR 

For more details call us on 01763 
249815 or check our website.  www.
cambridgeshirechildrenscentres.org.

uk  Jane Malins
Senior Creche and Playworker

News from RSPB 
The Lodge
by Mark Brandon

It’s very hard to believe we are 
reaching the end of another year. It 
may be very different as you read 
this, but I’m still wearing my t-shirt 
and the sun is shining through golden 
leaves as I sit down to write this 
article for the Gamlingay Gazette.

Last year we had a very mild winter, 
so it will be interesting to see how 
conditions will be in the next few 
months. We found that flocks of 
winter visitors were here in very low 
numbers last year, which suggests 
that these birds must have been able 
to find enough food and warmth in 
the countries they breed in, without 
the need to migrate very far south. 

Back to this winter, redwings were 
arriving in reasonable flocks at the 
end of October with smaller numbers 
of fieldfares, and on several dates 
around this time, quite large passages 
of birds passed over, included 
bramblings, siskins and redpolls.

 Hopefully it will be a good year 
for waxwings again; these pinkish, 

starling sized birds with a large  
jaunty crest  sometimes move south 
in large numbers to find a good 
crop of berries, and are often seen 
in gardens and even supermarket 
car-parks, where they feast on their 
favourite rowan and sorbus berries. 
They are a delight to birdwatchers 
and also the media, as they make 
very photogenic winter pictures for 
the local newspapers.

This autumn was very good for fungi 
at The Lodge and large numbers 
were seen and enjoyed by visitors 
and fungi fans, lasting well into 
November. There were some huge 
examples of Fly Agaric, the classic 
red and cream spotted fungi which 
grow so well here, as it associates 
mainly around birch trees and 
favours heath and woodland - so it’s 
certainly the perfect place for it to do 
well.

We have been keeping a close 
watch on the Lafarge Tarmac land 
across the road from The Lodge. 
This year we have planted several 
varieties of crop in different areas 
to provide food and cover to birds. 
Several stonechats have found the 
area to their liking, and a couple of 
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whinchats joined them as they passed 
through on migration. Flocks of 
linnet, reed bunting, meadow pipit 
and skylark have been building up 
and we hope that corn buntings and 
even tree sparrows may come to 
feed here. Some of the plants have 
been chosen particularly as they are 
favoured by the now very scarce 
turtle dove, and we hope that they 
will arrive and use the land to feed on 
next summer.

I hope you can get out and enjoy 
nature and the countryside over the 
Christmas period – we’d love to see 
you at The Lodge for your Christmas 
and New Year walk! A Merry 
Christmas to you all.

RSPB The Lodge nature reserve and 
gardens is open every day of the week, 

from dawn to dusk, for everyone to 
enjoy. Entrance is £5 a vehicle for non-
members, free if you are members or 
just visiting the shop.

The shop (01767 680541) is open 
every day (9 am - 5 pm and 10 am - 5 
pm weekends and Bank Holidays) and 
has everything for people who wants to 
help give nature a home.

Please check our website; rspb.org.
uk/thelodge for the events you can 
enjoy here at RSPB The Lodge in the 
autumn and winter, or take a look at 
our Facebook page for the latest news; 
facebook.com/RSPBThreeCounties

The Royal Society for the Protection of 
Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity.  
In England and Wales, no: 207076.In 
Scotland, no: SC037654.

St John›s Hospice is currently looking to recruit Volunteer Drivers and Volunteer 
Ward Assistants.  For more information please contact Donna on 01767 642436.
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 Saturday 13th Dec: 12noon-4pm
12noon: Big Weekend opens – Lunch available. 
View and vote on the entries in the Christmas Tree Festival 
12.30pm: Santa’s tour of the village
1pm: Santa arrives at church and enters his Grotto
2pm: College choir
2.30pm: Santa’s grotto
3pm: First School Choir
3.30pm: Santa’s Grotto

6.30-10.30pm: Rave in the Nave
(see separate poster for details)

Sunday 14th Dec: 12noon-4pm
12noon: Ivel Handbell Ringers. Lunch available. 
View and vote on the entries in the Christmas Tree Festival 
1pm: Performance by Stratton 
  students
1-2.30pm: Santa’s Grotto
2pm: ‘The organist entertains’ 
- Steff Laugharne
3pm:  Gamlingay Community Choir
3.30pm: Community Carol Singing
4pm:   The Big Switch-on: 

Light up St Mary’s Church on time (see separate article)

THE PARISH OF GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY 
ST. GEORGE & EAST HATLEY

is delighted to announce
 ‘The Big Christmas Weekend’

Saturday 13th & Sunday 14th December 2014

Featuring this year:
A Christmas Tree Festival – enter a tree as an individual or group; 
Performances by: our Village School Choirs, Gamlingay Community Choir, 
The Ivel Handbell Ringers and Steff Laugharne on the organ 
Craft stalls; Raffles; Children’s games; Face-painting 
Santa will be touring the village before arriving in his Grotto
Refreshments available from lunchtime and throughout the afternoon: 
Hot dogs, chips, filled rolls, cakes, mincepies, hot and cold drinks, mulled wine
Also back for this year is the fantastic ‘RAVE IN THE NAVE’ 
6.30-10.30pm on Saturday – see separate article for full details

Provisional timetable for ‘The Big Christmas Weekend’

‘Sing- along-a- Sound of Music’

At St Mary’s Church – 18th October
What a great time we had! Our Parish Church was transformed into a cinema 

complete with big screen, popcorn, ice-cream and even an usherette to escort us to our 
seats!

It was lovely to see people in costume joining in with the familiar songs from 
this classic film and we are very grateful to Kate and Steff Laugharne and Steff’s 

colleagues for making it all possible.
Watch out for another film night next year!
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Light up St Mary’s Church…
on time!

The Friends of St Mary’s have organised 
for the church building to be floodlit and 
have installed some lights around the 
building. The lights are low energy and 
will only be used on specific occasions 
and only for a certain amount of time. 
We are keen to make this an attractive 
feature for all who enjoy the building 
and not to contribute any unnecessary 
light pollution.
There will be a grand ‘switch-on’ on 
Sunday 14th December at 4pm. This 
will be at the conclusion of the Big 
Christmas Weekend.  Everyone is invited 
to see the lights turned on for the first 
time.
We are very grateful to the Friends of St 
Mary’s for providing the funds to make 
this possible and we really hope that the 
lighting will enhance the appreciation of 
this lovely part of the village’s heritage.

Also, we are pleased to announce some 
news about the clock on the tower …

One problem common with old clocks 
is timekeeping. When the clock was 
wound by hand the winder would make 
slight adjustments to correct the hands 
necessitated by changes in temperature 
and pressure. These changes could 
accumulate to an error of 5 minutes over 
a period of a month.

Today ‘auto-regulators’ are available. 
The regulator chosen for the clock on 
St Mary’s, has a receiver which picks 
up the true time signal broadcast for 
the National Physical Laboratory from 
Anthorn in Cumbria and controls the 
timekeeping of the clock by applying 
a magnetic field to the pendulum to 
either speed up or slow down the clock 
as required. A small computer, called a 
PLC, decodes the electronic time signal 
and also monitors a small sensor which 
tells it when the clock strikes the hour. 
The difference between true time and 
clock time is measured and converted 
into a timed magnetic field applied to 
the pendulum during the following hour. 
This process is repeated every hour to 
ensure that the clock remains accurate. 

Thanks are due to South Cambridgeshire 
District Council and the Friends of St 
Mary’s for funding the regulator and to 
Richard White of Richard White Clocks 
of Smeeton Westerby, Leicestershire, 
who designed and built the unit.

• 

• 

• 

• 

       ‘Cinderella’
You still have time to buy tickets for ‘Cinderella’, this year’s pantomime 

from ‘Gamlingay Players’. 
Our performances are on:

 Friday 5th December at 7.30pm;
Saturday 6th December at 2.30pm & 7.30pm;

Sunday 7th December at 2.30pm.
Tickets bought in advance are: Adults - £8.50, Children (up to age 16) - 

£5 
Family ticket £25 (2 adults & 2 children)

Tickets on the door are: Adults - £10, Children - £6, Family ticket - £30
Tickets will be available from our Box Offices: The Eco Hub and The 

Cutting Mill or book online using our website: www.gamlingayplayers.co.uk 
All details are also on our Facebook page.

The Players have been rehearsing hard since the beginning of September 
to bring the words to life and many of our Junior members will be making 
their stage debut. Do come along and support your local Drama group in 

this glittering and traditional pantomime.
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Parishes go with which others has started 
– this is generally a purely mathematical 
issue. Gamlingay used to be combined 
with Papworth, is now with the A603 
Parishes to Haslingfield and might end 
up with Bassingbourn so if you have 
a view…contact the Commission at 
reviews@lqbce.org.uk. 

New Cambridgeshire Archives Centre

You will be surprised (yes you will!) 
at how many residents take an interest 
in Cambridgeshire’s Archives – a 
fascinating repository of records dating 
back generations – and open to anyone 
to view. Up to now they have resided 
very sadly in the basement of Shire 
Hall – very unsatisfactory. However 
we have now approved the relocation 
of the Archives Service to a building in 
Ely where work to convert the property 
into an archives repository which meets 
relevant national standards will mean a 
happy ending for all. 

Gully Cleaning – Know Your Drains!

Gamlingay residents take a keen interest 
in gullies and making sure the road 
are clean and clear so hopefully this 
will be of interest (certainly judging 
by my inbox) . Any debris in a gully is 
suctioned out at a cost of something like 
£3 per gully (compared to about £1000 
for a special call-out to service a drain). 
The connections between drains are not 
included in the exercise. If a vehicle is 
obstructing access then the work can’t 
be done.  Hopefully Parish Clerks are 
informed ahead of time, giving us a 
small chance of letting residents know. 
If you think we’ve got drains untended 
and overlooked, a photo/exact location 
needs to be sent to the County Council. 
All surface water drains will have water 
sitting on the top (like a lavatory bowl). 
It’s grass and muck up to the top that 
constitute a bad sign. Once done a small 
paint mark will be applied to show it’s 
completed. 

Green Bins

There is now a new policy of collecting 
green bins monthly in Dec/Jan/Feb, and 
not permitting any extra green bins to 
be issued from now. Residents will also 
be asked not to put out almost empty 
bins, as all of this saves time (=money). 
Each green bin lift takes 45 seconds so 
the fewer there are the less time it takes 
so the fewer people we have to employ. 
Extraordinary isn’t it? 

Shared Services & Cost Cutting 
(more….)

South Cambridgeshire District Council 
has now agreed a number of shared 
services which – if all goes according 
to plan  - will cut costs by 15%. Legal 
and ICT will be shared between 
Huntingdonshire District, Cambridge 
City and South Cambridgeshire District 
councils, with the waste and recycling 
link up between Cambridge City and 
South Cambridgeshire District councils 
only. The three councils currently 
spend just over £6 million a year on 
ICT, with an expected 15% saving 
contributing almost £1 million to help 
meet the demands of reduced funding 
from government. A further saving 
in excess of £250,000 is expected by 
joining up legal teams which will help 
share expertise and reduce the need for 
specialist external legal advice.

Within three years the waste move could 
see around £700,000 saved, taking 
the overall annual saving to almost £2 
million. The savings would be shared by 
the councils entering the shared service. 
Central government recently awarded the 
councils £500,000 following a bid for 
funding to help with the transformation 
of services. 

Turning to the County Council we need 
to make £32.6 million in savings next 
year and we are looking at really very 
fundamental cuts. Proposals include 
cutting  extra support to adult learning 
programmes in Fenland; review of 
Cambridgeshire Future Transport 
and public transport provision with 
new savings to be looked for from 
2016/17; saving £278,000 over two 
years by dimming  most street lights 
in residential areas and then switching 
them off between midnight and 6am. 
Cambridgeshire has already trialled 
successful dimming of street lights 
and where other councils have turned 
lights off during similar periods there 
has been no evidence of a rise in crime 
or accidents. Lights would be kept on 
all night in certain areas such as busy 
junctions and main traffic routes or 
where there is a lot of late night activity. 
Parish Councils would be able to pay 
for lights they feel are important to stay 
on all night – estimated cost for this is 
around £15 a year per lamp column. 

On we go - saving £750,000 by reducing 
winter gritting by reviewing routes so 
that it is done in the most efficient way, 
as well as reducing the number of roads 
the Council grits from 45% to around 
30% of the network. We are looking to 
see if we can give local communities 
and parish councils the opportunity to 

support the service if there is an extra 
need for their area. (We will be fighting 
tooth and nail to ensure Gamlingay and 
Hatley remain connected to the world in 
case of frost and snow btw) 

And of course, the usual suspects - 
saving around £1.6 million over three 
years by a comprehensive review of 
library provision and structure as well 
as working closely with the community 
to help run local services and libraries. 
This will include increased use of digital 
services together with more efficient 
delivery of a range of public services 
through greater use of libraries that 
are also community hubs – so again 
Gamlingay has blazed the way on this. 

City Deal

We are starting to learn quite a lot 
about the City Deal. The major spend 
of the first £100K will be on transport 
infrastructure (and the phrase `extending 
the Guided Busway’ was used) and 
we shall need to give an account of 
our stewardship by Year 10 to secure 
the rest of the promised £500M. This 
means, in effect, that the first 5 years’ 
worth of spend will need to be shown 
to be paying dividends and this in turn 
means that infrastructure for mid-term 
future development is not likely to be 
favourably considered. For instance 
the successful development of a new 
business area in Sawston requires a 
bridge over the Liverpool St rail line but 
that would not produce a rapid enough 
return. Oh, and it is too far away from 
the City centre to be interesting. 

So, as usual, what looked like an exciting 
venture for long-term development of 
our region is turning into some short-
term ideas to increase the pressures on 
the City (and, sadly, on the necklace 
villages) which will leave major future 
problems for our successors. I was told 
quite firmly by an Executive Councillor 
not to make a fuss about the Local Plan 
debacle as it really was nothing to worry 
about. When I invited him to explain that 
view to Barrington or Melbourn Parish 
Councils in person he demurred….  

Superfast Broadband 

Superfast Broadband roll-out is coming 
somewhat earlier than expected to 
certain parts of our area, and not soon 
enough for others.  Information about 
your postcode area is available here:  
http://www.connectingcambridgeshire.
co.uk/getting-superfast/livecabinets/.

Please do remember that if you run a 
small business from home, or are self-
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employed, you could receive early and 
additional support from Connecting 
Cambridgeshire, the County Council-
based team facilitating the roll-out.  
Specific questions about your area can 
be put to connecting.cambridgeshire@
cambridgeshire.gov.uk.   Enabling 
people to work at home is an integral 
component of the Cambridge and South 
Cambridgeshire Transport Strategy (no 
transport needed – but good broadband 
essential!).  

Got a problem? Issue? Something 
you’d like to discuss?

Your Councillors are here to help you. 
Please do feel free to contact us with 
comments, questions, problems or 
complaints. We hope we can help but if 
we can’t we are likely to know someone 
who can!    

Following the Chairman’s article from the November edition of The Gazette, 
these letters represent some of the responses James received. Please note that some 
writers requested that their letters were not used, and some asked for only their 
initials to be printed. No material was witheld, in line with normal policy.

E-mail to Revd James Gilbert

Hello,
 
Having read your recent “Statement 
from the Chair” on the cover of the 
November edition of ‘The Gazette’, 
I would just like to offer my support 
by saying that I believe ‘The Gazette’ 
to be an excellent publication and not 
once have I had any reason to doubt or 
question its editorial independence. 

Furthermore, over the 4 years you 
have occupied the Chair approximately 
88,000 copies of the publication have 
been posted through our doors. If 88,000 
copies has generated 2 complaints over 
4 years, I suggest that is ample evidence 
that the team behind the magazine are 
definitely “getting things right”.
 
Kind Regards,
 
AH

Dear Rev Gilbert 
>  
We have today received our 
November edition of the Gazette 
and wanted to let you know that, 
in our opinion, the Gazette does 
indeed provide a useful and valued 
service. We moved to the village 
with a one year old child back in 
2007 and the Gazette has played 
a significant part in us finding out 
about and involving ourselves in the 
community. I was for some time a 
member of Sunshine Preschool’s 
management committee and I know 
that being able to advertise our 
fundraising events to the community 
helped us enormously in raising 
funds for the preschool, funds 
that enhanced my two daughters 
learning experiences there.  
 We do read each edition and 
have never found there to be any 
noticeable bias in any particular 
area. Reading the constitution was 
interesting - what a great ideal 
which volunteers like you and your 
colleagues are seeing fulfilled thanks 
to all your dedicated hard work. 
>  
> Best regards 
> M and R B

Dear Rev Gilbert,

Having been in the village for over 
30 years and have been on various 
committees I would like to say, the 
Gazette is a great read, yes some of the 
articles are dated, but that does not really 
matter, as I am sure that many villagers 
may not know.

I am aware that there are people in 
the village who feel that they own the 
village and will try their damnedest to 
influence people, using great pressure 
and not always with true statements. 

The Gamlingay Gazette is a great read 
and if only 2 people have complained I 
would take it as a compliment, you can 
never please 100% of the people 100% 
of the time. 98% is fantastic..

So please carry on with the good work..

Regards

Name and address supplied

Dear Rev J.D Gilbert 
>  
> I read with interest your front cover 
of the November issue and as a member 
of the community for 12 years, I always 
read with interest The Gazette, to keep 
up with local knowledge etc. I also 
have used the adverts for trades in the 
magazine to have work done. 
>  
> I believe, and talking to others in 
the village, it is a useful publication. 
(My mother even reads it on visits and 
comments how good it is compared to 
her local publication.) 
>  
> Please keep up the good work, it will 
be a shame to lose it. 
>  
> Kind Regards 
> Philip 
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Dear James,
This is not formal so please excuse me. 
I have just this moment received my 
copy of the Gazette and I have read your 
letter and the constitution of the Gazette. 
I have to tell you that yesterday after 
Church I was told about the problems 
and I was horrified. I was told that the 
whole committee have resigned. I had 
just sent a letter to the Parish council to 
thank them for the welcome bench they 
have installed opposite the Pharmacy. I 
have now told them how disgusted I am 
about the above news and asked for a 
response! 
I realise how much time the committee 
and especially Jackie Hough give 
voluntarily to the production of this very 
valuable resource to our community. 
Whatever has happened to cause this 
problem? You and the others involved 
must not take it to heart. I am sure that 
I speak for many people in Gamlingay 
who greatly value the Gazette and I beg 
you to continue with it.
I have spoken this morning to Roderick 
Starksfield and assured him that as a 
member of G.R.A I will give all the 
support I can. If the Gazette ceases to 
be produced what will replace it and 
of course all the volunteers who give 
up their time to deliver it. I don’t mind 
who you share this letter with and to beg 
you not to be upset as we are all very 
aware of your integrity and that of all the 
members of the committee. Don’t worry 
if you do not have time to respond to this 
as I am sure you will be overwhelmed 
with the response.

Yours in sincerity and Christian love 

Name and address supplied

E-mail to Revd Gilbert

Re your article in this month’s Gazette – 
I’d like to make several points:
 
1.       I think it’s a shame when this sort 

of thing happens to people who are 
giving freely of their time for the 
good of the village.

2.       Speaking personally I have always 
found that anything I have sent 
for publication has been published 
regardless of its content (whether 
that be Church, Business or personal 
related).

3.       Is this person hiding behind 
anonymity – I would publish their 
letter to show how stupid they are!

4.       If you’ve only had two complaints 
against a circulation of 1,850 per 
month (which must equate to a 
readership of at least 4,000) you’re 
not trying – I could show you how 
to really upset people!!

5.       If this attack (as I suspect is about 
“Church”) I wonder if the person 
concerned realises that the Gazette 
started life as a Church magazine?

6.       Any sensible person reading the 
Gazette reads in depth those articles 
they feel relevant to them and 
maybe skims those less relevant. 
They can then keep the magazine 
as a reference for everything that’s 
going on in the village or for the 
invaluable contact details for all the 
groups and organizations.

 
Please don’t be discouraged by one or 
two ********  - even Jesus upset the 
odd person!
 
Keep up the good work,
 
Phil. Loudon

Email letter to Revd James Gilbert

 I just thought I’d offer my comments to 
you regarding the current headline issue.
 
As someone who has previously been 
active in village issues elsewhere, 
including founding a Village Association 
and village newsletter (and was, in 
business, the organiser of a Trade 
Association), I know that it is impossible 
to cater for all tastes and opinions, no 
matter how hard we try. It is important, 
however, that all people feel they can 
express their views. It seems to me that 
if someone feels motivated enough 
to complain to you of perceived bias 
in the Gazette, they should also wish 
their views to be aired more widely. As 
such I would hope that they’d want the 
specifics of their complaint to be made 
public, along with their name. 
Does your complainant believe that 
their own opinions have been ignored 
in favour of the views of others? If 
that is the case then there might be 
merit in the complaint. The accusation 
of bias might also hold water if 
the complainant’s views have been 
published but disproportionate coverage 
has been given to an opposing view. But 
experience tells me that honestly held 
opinions are just that, opinions, and the 
opinions of a minority may often be at 
variance to those of the majority; the 
minority might not like it, but that’s 
the way it is. Or, in common parlance - 
“tough”.
 
But if it is a more general complaint that 
the Gazette is not representative of the 
village as a whole, then such a complaint 
would be hard to uphold: I’m sure 
the editor is keen to publish as much 
variety as she can and would welcome 
input from people who aren’t “the usual 
suspects”.
 
As village magazines go the Gazette 
seems fine to me. More power to 
everyone’s elbow!
 
Please feel free to publish this letter 
 
Yours sincerely 
Keith Warburton
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Dear Gazette Chairman,

In response to your Statement on the 
front of the November issue, I would like 
to say that I feel nothing but admiration 
and gratitude towards the team of 
volunteers who give so generously of 
their time and expertise in order to bring 
us this wonderful publication. The job 
of the Editor, especially, must be hugely 
demanding and I only hope that, for the 
most part, she manages to gain pleasure 
and satisfaction from knowing that she is 
providing the community of Gamlingay 
with an informative, enjoyable and 
cohesive magazine. I would suggest that 
the Gazette, more than anything else, 
brings us together as a community and 
gives each and every inhabitant who 
wants it, a real sense of involvement.

I have lived in this village since well 
before the inception of the Gazette, 
have received it regularly and have 
never been aware of any editorial bias. 
I am grateful that the constitution is 
designed to protect us from insult and 
illegality but, apart from that, I am happy 
to read (or not, as I choose) as wide a 
range of opinion and activity as may be 
contributed by my fellow residents.  I 
also highly value the advertisements - 
from businesses, professionals, groups 
and societies.

I hope to see the Gamlingay Gazette 
continue in its present form for years to 
come and thank most sincerely all those 
involved in its production.

Yours sincerely,
Brenda Elcome

Dear James

I have lived in the village for 55 
years, since my parents moved here 
when I was 10 years old, and I value 
the strong community that exists 
here. The Gazette is very much a 
part of that, drawing all parts of the 
community together.

I feel that I must write to let you know 
how much I appreciate the amount of 
work that the committee must put in 
to the monthly production. 

The Gazette must be a real help to 
people moving into the village and 
I can’t imagine it not arriving, via 
your much valued volunteers, each 
month. For those who are unable 
to get out this is a valuable point of 
contact.

Please accept my thanks for all the 
hard work that you have all done 
over the years.

With regards
 
JB

Email letter to The Gazette Chairman

I would like to express my thanks to 
the committee and volunteers that make 
the Gazette possible, I think that you 
all do a wonderful job offering a valued 
publication that is a great asset to the 
villages it covers.  

I have never seen any evidence of 
bias, the publications are informative 
and interesting and I hope that it will 
continue for many years to come.  

I suggest that the person who accused 
you of bias would never consider giving 
his/her own time in the way that you all 
do.  

Please do not let this one person spoil 
the magazine.

Chris Robins

To Rev. J.D. Gilbert,
 
Just wish to say that I have lived in 
Gamlingay for over 20 years (my 
entire life) and think the gazette 
is a fantastic way to find out what 
is going on and helps keep the 
community atmosphere that makes 
Gamlingay such a pleasurable place 
to live. I feel all groups are equally 
portrayed in the Gazette and have 
never sensed a ‘bias’ to any groups. 
Your work and that of everyone 
who works on the Gazette is much 
appreciated!
 
Thank you 
LS
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Gamlingay & District Writers’ Group
by Rhoda Ludford

gamlingaywriters@gmail.com

Gamlingay & District Writers’ Group

Here is the newsletter for October 2014.  
A productive meeting with lots of actions 
getting delegated to members of the team 
to help the Chair now she has started her 
Doctorate.  Lots of writing this month 
which was wonderful to see with over 11 
entries! Not everyone was able to make 
the meeting unfortunately and you are 
all encouraged to feedback to writers 
individually on any writing if you feel so 
inspired!

1. Introductions

One new member this month joining our 
group. Those present gave an introduction 
and welcomed him to the group.

2. Review of Targets

Our collective target every month is to do 
some new writing – and it’s even better if 
it’s on the theme.  The theme for October 
was ‘A train journey’. With so many 
interesting pieces produced we covered 
everything from journey disasters, 
railway nostalgia, a marital fallout with 
a fatal twist, underground embarrassment 
and many others. It was very interesting 
reading how differently this subject was 
approached by everyone.

3. News from members

The Chair’s doctorate has now started and 
we have started to divvy out the tasks to 
give her more time for her own work. In 
particular, members have been asked to 
submit any good hints or tips they come 
across on their travels to the group and 
for inclusion in this newsletter.

As well as her Doctorate starting the 
Chair has also submitted the biography 
story she has been working on and is 
waiting to hear how it has been received.

One member has started editing a 
collection of short stories he has written 
and has received an ISBN for his book.

Inspired by some amazing and unusual 
characters one member met in Tenerife, 

they hope to incorporate their characters 
into future writing.

4. Other News

Social event – our next social event will 
be the Christmas meal (traditionally held 
in mid-January) We have a provisional 
date of Tuesday 27th of January booked 
in. We are currently looking at booking 
the Duncan Arms in Waresley.

New accommodation – It was agreed 
that we will look to move our monthly 
meetings to a new venue on the ground 
floor. This is so that members that are 
not able to climb the steep stairs at our 
current location can join us once again. 
We have a few possible ideas for venues 
but if anyone has any ideas please can 
they let us know.

Promotion - A new poster to promote 
the writing group has been created and 
we have also been contacting the Villager 
magazine in order to get our group 
advertised with them.

5. Discussion of Work

Lots of interesting discussion around the 
work submitted this month. We received 
lots of copy on theme this month with a 
few extra stories submitted by members 
looking for specific feedback on ideas 
including important background work for 

a forthcoming book and one waiting for 
competition submission.

As not all members were able to make the 
meeting we encourage people to feedback 
individual comments as appropriate.

6. Aims for the coming month

The topic for Nov  2014 is A day in the 
life of an animal. What do animals get up 
to all day? Are their lives easier than ours 
or harder? And do they have an opinion 
on the human race?

The deadline is Tuesday 11th November 
2014 at midnight and the next meeting is 
at 7pm on Tuesday 18th November.

Please remember to put your name in the 
title (and not in the header/footer) as well 
as the word count in the body of your 
document.

7. Any Other Business

Tips for October

This month’s helpful link might be of 
interest to all those who want to be able 
to promote books they have written/ 
intend to write and/or are interested in 
picking up books from a variety of sites 
when they are on promotion: http://www.
readersintheknow.com

Happy writing!
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THERE IS AN ALTERNATIVE TO TURKEY

May I wish you all a very Happy Christmas

My father always claimed he was a ‘Social Carnivore’ – he would eat meat if he had to, in 
general he would prefer the vegetarian option.  He was born in 1908, vegetarianism was not an 
option in those days!  I had similar problems, I also do not like meat, and had many problems 
at school and in other situations, during the 1950’s, when vegetarians were still almost 
unknown.  Could it be in our genes? My daughter and my son are also vegetarian.  None of us 
like the taste or texture of meat, it is not an ethical thing.

When you consider that a lot of Indian and Italian food is vegetarian, there is, with very little 
imagination, a lot of vegetarian choice available.

A question I am often asked is “whatever do you eat at Christmas?”  
The answer is “a lot, and very well”

We are not restricted to nut-cutlets! There is a lot of choice out there.

Below is one of my own recipes, that has now become a standard for our Christmas.

CHESTNUT WELLINGTON

The recipe covers two versions, a simple one and a fancy (special occasion) one.

The main flavours are Chestnuts and Pickled Walnuts.  The two flavours go well together, the smooth, dry, sweetness of the 
chestnuts combine well with the acidic bitterness of the pickled walnuts.

Ingredients:

Optional versions:
Pancakes:  essential if you are going to freeze the Wellie – otherwise the pastry can go soggy.
1 egg
2 oz plain flour
½ pint milk

Layers:
Two red peppers
Whole spinach
4 oz mushrooms, 1 teaspoon cornflour, 1 egg (not all the egg may be needed)

Filling:

6 oz red lentils
Vegetable stock powder
5 slices day old brown bread
Large onion, finely chopped
2 cloves garlic
Two tins cooked and peeled chestnuts
 (sometimes these are available as a vacuum pack),
 or cook your own, about 1lb.
Jar picked walnuts
Generous bunch of finely chopped parsley
Two eggs, beaten

1 pack flaky pastry.

You will also need a large loaf tin.
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METHOD

Roll out the pastry and use to line the loaf tin, leaving enough of an overlap to be folded over the top when finished.

Options:
These are not essential but make a special occasion meal.

Pancakes (Option)
To prevent the pastry covering from going soggy, I make a few simple plain pancakes.  These are used to line the 
pastry.  These are optional.

Mix the pancake ingredients together to make a thin batter, use the batter to make several very thin pancakes.
Peppers (Option)

 Cut the peppers into large flattish pieces and place in a grill, skin side up. Grill until the skin is blackened.  Put 
the peppers in a polythene bag until cooled then slip off the skins.

Use these pieces to add another lining to the tin.
Spinach (Option)

Remove any thick stalks from the spinach leaves.  Blanch the leaves in a spoonful or two of water until wilted.  
Carefully squeeze out as much moisture as possible, then add a lining of leaves; carefully open each leaf out flat 
and place over the pepper slices.

Mushrooms (Option)
Very finely chop the mushrooms, and stew with a little oil, until the liquid has boiled off, about 10 minutes.  Stir 
in the cornflour and some beaten egg (this is to make a cohesive layer).  Spread the mushroom mixture over the 
spinach.

The Main Filling
Fry the finely chopped onion in a little oil until softened, about 8 minutes.  Add the crushed garlic cloves and 
cook gently for a further 5 minutes.  The onion should be softened and just starting to colour.

Boil the lentils in some water, with the stock powder.  Add more water as necessary.  The aim is to finish with 
the lentils well cooked and having the consistency of thick porridge.  Sorry I cannot be more specific about the 
amount of water, just keep an eye on it!

Remove the crusts from the bread and blitz in a processor to make fine breadcrumbs.

Mix together the onion, lentils, breadcrumbs and parsley to make a firm mixture.  Add the two beaten eggs and 
mix well.

Place some of the lentil mixture in the loaf tin.  Place a line of pickled walnuts down the centre.  Dot whole 
chestnuts around the layer.  Add more lentil mixture, repeat with more chestnuts, finish by smoothing down a 
layer of the lentil mixture.

Fold over the pancake edges and pastry, sealing the pastry edges with beaten egg.

Place a baking tray over the tin and invert to turn out the contents.

Decorate by making light incisions in a cross pattern over the surface of the pastry, decorate with pastry pieces, 
holly shapes for Christmas,  cranberries, sage leaves, etc.

The Wellington may be frozen at this stage, defrosted, glazed with beaten egg when defrosted and cooked when 
needed.

Cook for about 50 minutes in a preheated oven 190º, 180º (fan oven) or gas equivalent, until the pastry is golden 
and crisp.

Eat and enjoy!
(All the usual Christmas side dishes apply, roast potatoes, sprouts, parsnips (with parmesan), onion gravy, 
Yorkshire puddings …)



WHAT’S ON IN DECEMBER

Over 50’s walks Meet at Ecohub car park. New members welcome.  Phone 654 891 for further 
information.

Thursday 18th December

Gardening Club Monthly meetings held at the WI Hall, 7:30pm (not June, July or August)

Wednesday, 3rd December AGM and social

Wednesday, 7th January 2015 Speaker Richard Bashford, Birds in the Garden

Wednesday, 4th February 2015 Speaker Andrew Sankey, Pests

W I 7.30pm WI Hall

Tuesday 16th December Christmas celebrations

Parental Forum, GVC 7 to 8pm Gamlingay Village College

see school website

Total wellness workout Bring some water to drink and an exercise mat or a towel for floor work. £5 per 
class. 

Fridays 9.30-10.30am at St Mary’s Church Hall (near the Emplins).

Soup lunches Every fourth Wednesday of the month 12:30pm start, Church Hall.

Cock Inn, monthly quiz nights

Second Monday of the month 8pm at The Cock, but to secure a table please come a little earlier. £1 per 
head, raising money for Charity. New teams always welcome. Varied themes.

Gamlingay Community Centre Hub Community events. See Village information for amended Library details
Monday
Libary open Toddlers’ story time and craft session 9.15am - 10.00am
Library open 2.00pm - 8.00pm
Tuesday
Library open Board games 10.00am - 12.00
Indoor Carpet bowls Friendly group, just drop in and pay and play 1.30pm- 3.30pm
Parish Council 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month Public Meetings 7.00pm
Gamlingay Players Small friendly society who produce plays and 

pantomime
8.00pm - 10.00pm

Wednesday
Toddler story time 11.30pm
Free computer training Free, friendly computer training for beginners Please 

contact the library to book
12.30pm - 3.15pm

GEAG Gamlingay Environmental Action Group - monthly 
meeting

8:00pm - 10.00pm

Thursday
Stay and Play 0-5yrs Free. 1.30pm - 3.00pm
Health visitor Health visitor advice and Weighing clinic on 2nd 

and 4th Thursdays
Library open 4.00pm - 7.00pm
Youth Cafe and Club Local children’s group - Cafe YR4+ 

Club YR 8+
5.15pm - 9.00pm

Gamlingay
Players

Small friendly society who produce plays and 
pantomime

8.00pm - 10.00pm

Saturday
Library open 9.30am - 12.30pm
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WHAT’S ON IN DECEMBER

Baby and Toddler clinic Community Centre Ecohub

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, refreshments. 

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310

2nd and 4th Tuesday each month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, Eco hub

2nd Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting, Eco hub

Hatley Parish Council Contact the Clerk Kim Wilde 650 596 or email hatley-parish-clerk@
hatley.info. Details on the website www.hatley.info or noticeboards

Tuesday, 20th January 2015 Parish Council meeting to be held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 20th January 
2015, in Hatley Village Hall

The Gazette

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Rhoda Ludford for full details

1st Tuesday of the month

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff 
Bruerton on 650748

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown

1st and 3rd Monday of each month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers

Guild of St Mary’s Church Hall 7:30pm, all welcome

Monday 15th December Christmas party

Monday, 19th January 2015 AGM

Gamlingay Players Hayley Parker 652 992

Tuesdays 8pm Ecohub

Thursdays 8pm venue varies
Gamlingay Archaelogical Group 
(GAMARCH)
First Thursday of the month 7:30pm at the WI Hall

Bellringers

Thursdays 7.30 - 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College Fridays 8 pm start. 
New members most welcome. Phone: 651 025

Friday, 5th December Competition number 3 open: prints Judge Jane Goodall

Friday, 12th December Pradesh and the Pantanal (Brazil) Digital. Dave and Judy Hodgson

Friday, 9th January 2015 Competition number 4 open: DPIs. Judge Barrie Hatten

Friday 16th January 2015 Melbourn trophy semi final (tbc) or Beyond Group 7th Annual exhibition 
recorded lecture. 

History Society 7.30pm , Village College Free to members, £3 at door for visitors

Monday, 8th December Archives and social evening

Monday, 12th January 2015 James Brown, ‘More Gamlingay History’
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PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND 
EDUCATION 
Mucky Pups Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 
940

Rainbow Preschool Julie Prior 652 157
Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 

676
Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 

491
Natalie 691 477

Care Club closed
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
First School Office 650 208
Carers Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Roy Dennis 650183
Football Club Chair: 

Brian 
Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian 
Culverhouse

651 020

Tennis Club John Gray 654 165
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church 
Hall

Kate Golding 651 215

WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George 
Village Hall

Mr Marshall 650 971

Ecohub Manager
Andrea 
Hutchison

0798 0612 
077

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players Hayley Parker 652 992
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gardening Club Lindy Gorton

Janet Hale 
650 581
650 794

History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Over 50’s walks
 meet at Ecohub

Miriam and Phil 
Tichner

654 891

Booklinks Fay Boissieux 0779 1145744

Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
St. Neot’s Model 
Railway club

John Kneeshaw E mail: 
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com 

East Beds Model 
Railway Society

Sec: John Wakeman
wakemanpj@aol.com

Painting for Pleasure Roy Turner 650426
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

Jackie Hough 651 070
Gamlingay Writers Rhoda Ludford

gamlingaywriters@gmail.com

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay 
Guides

Benita Scott 650 547

1st Gamlingay 
Brownies

Jane Brown 652 997

1st Gamlingay 
Rainbows

Helen Brown 449 043

Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212

Scouting enquiries ggescoutsmemenqs@gmail.com

Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gamlingay 
Gransden Cubs

Barry Jefferd 261 000

Gamlingay Scouts 
Thursday

Brandon Booth  07812 
049139

b.c.booth@talk21.com
Pathfinder Scouts 
Friday

Chris Elwood 07879 
698477

Explorers Phil Wood  01480 
830 866

(all meet at Scout Hut)
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

Youth Club
Lucy Rands

07929 
453235Youth Cafe

CHURCHES
Baptist Church, 
Minister,

James Gilbert 651 519

St Mary The Virgin, 
Rector:

Steven 
Rothwell

650 568

SCHOOLS
First School Head J 

Newman
650 208

Village College Head C 
Pheysey

650 360

First School 
Association

Via school 
office

650 208

Village College 
Friends Association

Village College 650 360

Library Opening hours    01767 651 226       email: gamlingaylap@yahoo.com 
Monday 9.15am-10.30am.

2.00pm - 8.00pm
Toddlers’ story time and craft session 9.15am - 10.00am

Tuesday 9.15am - 12.15pm Board games 10.00am - 12.00

Wednesday 12.30pm - 3.15pm Free drop in computer training (please book)
Thursday 4.00pm – 7.00pm
Saturday 9.30am - 12.30pm
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Village Information

HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
District nurses 0845 602 4064
Child Health Clinic Thurs at Hub 01763 249815
CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 

696650
Car Care Scheme Sue 

McPherson
07519 
493701

EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency 
Fire

01223 
376 217

Non-emergency 
Police

101

Community Police PC K 
Mahoney

PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,
Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

at ecohub clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Sarah Groom
Vice Chairman Jackie McGeady
Library Kate 

Laugharne
651 226

Forward 
Gamlingay

Chair: 
Ian Wakeling

Hatley Parish 
Council  

Clerk:
Kim Wilde 650 596

hatley-parish-clerk@hatley.info
www.hatley.info

Chairman: M Astor
POLITICS
MP Andrew 

Lansley. 
Conservative.

01954 
212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South 
Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0345 
0450 500

Gamlingay 
Residents 
Association

Roderick Starksfield
www.facebook.com/Gamlingayresidentsassociation 

www. gamlingay-gra.org.uk
651 002

Faulty street lamps 0800 7838 247

Cambridge County Council
Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult’s Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221
General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0845 4040506
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361

Village Show Jan Cooper 650 178
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s 
Almshouses Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian 
Kindersley
Lawrie Edwards 
Major

651 070 
651 982

311 418

John McCall 650 039
Sandy and District 
Round Table

Lee Packham 
Brown

GEAG (Gamlingay 
Environmental Action 
Group)

Brycchan Carey 651 141

CFRS community 
champion

audreywilliams@lineone.net

Gamarch (gamlingay 
Archaelogical Group)

Kirstin Rayner 
kirstin.rayner@tesco.net

Library Opening hours    01767 651 226       email: gamlingaylap@yahoo.com 
Monday 9.15am-10.30am.

2.00pm - 8.00pm
Toddlers’ story time and craft session 9.15am - 10.00am

Tuesday 9.15am - 12.15pm Board games 10.00am - 12.00

Wednesday 12.30pm - 3.15pm Free drop in computer training (please book)
Thursday 4.00pm – 7.00pm
Saturday 9.30am - 12.30pm
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The Police
Non-emergency number:

101
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