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Gazette appeal for volunteers
by Jackie Hough, Production Editor 

Could you help 
co-ordinate the 

distribution of our village 
magazine?

Main distribution: This position 
involves counting out and dividing up 
the magazines as they arrive boxed up 
from the printers. It takes three hours or 
so, ten times a year. Keeping the list of 
our delivery volunteers up to date so the 
whole village is covered, and posting on 
copies to subscribers who no longer live 
here are the other two aspects of this 
important position.

If you feel you might be able to help, 
please contact Julie Newman for further 
details on 650685.

Delivery Driver: One of our main 
drop delivery drivers is no longer able to 
continue helping distribute The Gazette. 
If you have two and a half hours to 
spare, five times a year, and own a 
medium sized car (my Clio is a little too 
small), please contact Julie Newman for 
further details.

Delivery Volunteer: We also need a 
person (or persons) to deliver copies to 
Murfit Rd and Manor Way. If you can 
help, please contact Julie Newman.

Thank you from The Gazette and all 
our readers to Annie Blythe, Sandie 
Nuth and Julie Newman for many years 
of supporting our village magazine. 
Without your generous support, and that 
of all our volunteers, The Gazette would 
not flourish and remain an integral part 
of village communication.

Nonsense Quiz in aid of Gamlingay First School

Forget general knowledge, think nonsense! Can you make a junk 
sculpture or sing badly? Do you know your Nestle from your 
Cadburys? 
Then this is the quiz for you. Join in the mayhem and madness and 
take on other teams for crazy challenges. Join us on Friday 9th May, 
at the First School. 7:30 for an 8pm start. Bring your own drink and 
savory snacks. The table theme is ‘the movies’. Don’t forget your 
table pudding or dessert for our ‘auction of puddings’. Tickets £5 each 
available from the school office or the Eco Hub.

?

What is the First School Association?
Schools in Cambridgeshire are the least funded in England – but their need is no less 
than any other! The FSA is a group of people, not necessarily teachers or parents 
who try to alleviate the effects of this underfunding by raising additional funds by 
their own efforts.

The FSA put on lots of events throughout the year with our flagship events being the 
school summer fair and village fireworks display. The importance of these and other 
events to fund school activities and equipment cannot be exaggerated. Without the 
fundraising of approx. £16,000 a year the children would not be able to do so many 
of the nice things they do now. The FSA have just funded £5,000 towards new iPads 
for the school. In the modern educational environment this technology is essential to 
widen experience and access to information.

(Additional financial information in which you may be interested refers to the extract 
of the Pupil Premium Report appearing later in this edition - Ed )

The Nonsense Quiz is a popular event that helps in this fundraising.
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POTTON SHOW

Each year Potton Show Committee has a plant stall on the Market Square in order 
to raise money towards the cost of the Show which is held in September.

The stall this year will be held on the morning of Saturday 17th May, where we 
will also be selling homemade cakes and holding a raffle.

There will be a wide range of plants available at very reasonable prices so why 
don’t you come along and buy your plants ready for summer.

Some Inheritance

My God ! What sort of world we share
Where Chippendale is not a chair.
And now we never wonder why
Blackberry or Apple is not a pie.
Folks who care are labelled “greens”
They recognise polluted scenes.

Where make-up men worship the pound
Experiment on some poor dumb hound.
Or hunters with their selfish shout
Gradually wipe some species out.
Think on, do - no need to guess
Just who has made such awful mess.

This Earth we now leave to our kids
With lack of care is “ on the skids “.
The noxious clouds, the acid rain
Cannot but cause them awful pain.
For our brief span of time on Earth
The rent we pay should be of worth.

Alas it is much less than funny
That rent is only thought as money.
The planet only merchandise -
We really must apologise.
But saying sorry doesn’t cure
The greed of men, their thoughts impure.

For Jack looks after number one
And never cares just how it’s done.
Twill not be long - could be quite soon
That Earth be worn out like the moon.
Then who’ll be left to even care
That Chippendale was not a chair ?

Tony Woodall
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News from the churches

PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND 

EVERTON CUM TETWORTH
Rector: Revd Steven  
 Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller

The Rectory, Stocks Lane

11 Bunyan Close

650 568

650 779

KEY
E=Everton 

G=Gamlingay
H=Hatley St George
B=Baptist Church
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Dear Readers,

I recently received a couple of things in the post from a friend of mine, both of which came as a nice surprise. He included a 
magazine about airplanes because I had mentioned to him that my youngest son is developing a real enthusiasm for planes, and 
he also included a poster from a music magazine which was a family tree of the rock group Yes. He and I have been following 
Yes since we were at school together and reading through the list of different band members made we want to listen to some of 
their albums again (it had been a while). The first song I came across was called Time and a Word, which has the lyrics: The time 
is now, and the word is love…which somehow seemed appropriate for the beginning of the Easter season.

In John’s Gospel, Jesus speaks from the cross and says he is thirsty and after his last drink 
says one Greek word: tetelestai.  The word is usually translated as a short sentence, either ‘it is 
finished’ or ‘it is accomplished’. But I wonder whether we should not try to catch the feeling of 
the word by translating it into just one word in English, a word that communicates conclusion, 
closure and accomplishment.   We might read and hear Jesus’ last word from the cross, tetelestai 
as a very simple yet heartfelt word of affirmation.  The word of the hour, the word of passion, the word of Jesus is simply the 
word ‘yes’.  ‘Yes’ is also the word that we utter when we realise the passion and power of each day, each hour, each moment, 
each now. And ‘yes’ is the word we are all invited to utter or cry when we have been taken by the river of time, or by heightened 
awareness, to the infinite density and depth of the present moment, the present hour, the present day.  

‘Yes’ is how it all began with Mary hearing the news of her pregnancy and responding with a ‘yes.’ If we take John’s gospel 
at its word, the most important word in the passion of Jesus is not ‘sacrifice’ or ‘suffering’, not ‘cross’ or ‘resurrection’. It is the 
word ‘yes’. The ‘yes’ which is at the reconciling heart of the relationship between God and humanity, creator and creation. And 
this ‘yes’, is the ultimate meaning, not only of the last word from the cross, but of that mysterious word logos that appears at the 
beginning of John’s gospel. In the beginning was the word and the word was ‘yes’ and the word ‘yes’ was at the heart of God.

Happy Easter to all of you. 
Revd Steven Rothwell

April 2014

6th Lent 5 8am Holy Communion G
10am First Sunday Service G
4pm Evening Service E

13th Palm Sunday 8am Holy Communion G
10am Special Joint Benefice Service H

Monday 14th  7.30pm Poetry for Lent & Easter H
Tueday 15th 7.30pm Holy Week reflections G
Wednesday 16th 7.30pm Taizé Service G

Maundy Thursday
6.30pm
8pm

Quiet Supper followed by
Holy Communion G

Good Friday 12pm Good Friday Communion Service E
2pm Good Friday  Communion Service G

20th Easter Day 8am Holy Communion H
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

27th Easter 2 8am Holy Communion H
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E
6pm Evensong G



News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary Mrs Joan Oakley 01767 650069 

www.gamlingaybaptist.btck.co.uk

Church Services:
Worship Service Every Sunday Morning 
10:45am. (with J. A. M. for children)
Communion is always celebrated on the 
first Sunday of each month.

Family Service 
Family Service Easter Sunday 20th 

April 10:45am.
For Children:
J.A.M.
Every Sunday 10:45am.(apart from 
family service) 
‘Messy Church’ – fun, games, stories, 
getting messy (for children from 5 
years)

Saturday 26th April at 2:00pm

Weekday Meetings:
Tuesday Group 7:30pm.
Wednesday House Group 10:00am.
Alpha Alpha The Alpha Course is an 
informal evening set around a meal for 
those who want to find out more about 
Christianity. 
You are warmly invited!
Please contact James, our minister for 
details of the next course.
Women’s Prayer Breakfast – a time 
to share, pray and then eat together. 
Saturday 19th April at 8:00am.
Craft Group – spend time together 
working at different crafts. 
Thursday 3rd April
10:00 to 12:00 noon

Coffee Morning
Thursday 17th April 2014
 (in aid of Sinai Orphanage, 

Keech Hospice and Vision 
Africa - our 2013-14 Charities)

10:00am until 11:30am – Why not join 
us for tea/coffee and cake?
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Dear Friends,

I must be beginning to show my age – because I remember very well the drought 
of 1976: months without rain, standpipes in some streets, the reservoirs, rivers and 
ponds drying up – and that was 38 years ago! 

In particular, I remember one pond near my parents’ home drying up and the bed 
of the pond turning hard and the mud cracking all over. 

There was a little island in the middle and I remember a little boy who decided 
(against his mother’s instructions) that he would walk across the dry mud pond-bed 
so he could explore the island. Well, the bed of the pond looked hard and it was – but 
it was only a hard crust, underneath was a swamp of thick, gooey, sticky mud… The 
little boy walked about three steps, sank to his knees and couldn’t move – in fact, 
the more he struggled and tried to get himself out, the deeper he sank and the more 
he got coated with the foul gloopy mud. It was only when his mother arrived on the 
scene and pulled him out that he got free and was washed clean.

Human beings are so much like that child! As a perfect parent God has given us 
His law of love which stands to protect and keep us safe – but like that little boy 38 
years ago, we ignore wise instruction, thinking we know better. We make wrong 
decisions, are always getting ourselves into scrapes, getting ourselves hurt, getting 
ourselves trapped in unhealthy and self-destructive habits and behaviour patterns: 
finding ourselves prisoners of guilt that adheres to us far worse than pond mud! 
Just like that little boy, if we try to get ourselves free, we find ourselves in a worse 
position. We need a rescuer! 

This is the wonderful message of Easter. God who loves us more than we could 
imagine, knew exactly what we need – Jesus: God became human, lived the perfect 
life that we could not and then died in our place, for our forgiveness, on the cross 
on Good Friday. But much more than that God raised Him to life on Easter Sunday 
– and He invites us to share the victory, the freedom, the new, abundant life of His 
resurrection.

Easter is the promise, the experience of freedom, of forgiveness, of life as it could 
be (John 10:10) – God makes us the offer: it’s up to us whether we take Him up on 
it… 

Why not find out for yourself – join us on our journey through the events of that 
first Easter as we remember and celebrate together.

Happy Easter!   James

Easter 2014 at Gamlingay Baptist Church

Palm Sunday 13th April
10:45am. Morning Service

Maundy Thursday 17th April
7:30pm. Maundy Thursday Communion 

Good Friday 18th April
10:30am. Reflective Service

Easter Sunday 20th April
10:45am. Easter Celebration Family Service (followed by Easter Egg Hunt)
6:00pm. Easter Praise
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Pupil premium grant expenditure: 
Report to parents: 2012/13 and spending 2013/14

Pupil premium grant expenditure: 
Report to parents: 2011/12

In Cambridgeshire, closing the gap between the most deprived pupils and their peers has long been a priority. 
Cambridgeshire has a high level of inequality in educational attainment. In terms of the gap in attainment between pupils 
in receipt of free school meals and the rest – the national measure of inequality in attainment – Cambridgeshire is placed 
126th out of 151 local authorities at the end of the Foundations Stage (reception), 112th by the end of Key Stage 4 (Year 11) 
and 141st at attainment of level 3 by the age of 19. (Level 3 is an end of Year 4 expectation). 

The provision of a ‘pupil premium’ to all schools is to support schools in improving the achievement of our most 
disadvantaged children and young people. Schools have been asked to communicate how they use their pupil premium so 
that the community is aware of the steps being taken to close the gap in attainment.

Overview of the school

Number of pupils and pupil premium grant (PPG) received

Total number of pupils on roll 192

Total number of pupils eligible for PPG 23

Amount of PPG received per pupil £600

Total amount of PPG received £13,800

Spring 2013

Every child a Reader training (1:1 with a teacher 5 x a week. Aimed at children in Year 1) £6000

Every Child a Writer- Year 4 children+ some selected year 3s

Better reading Partnership- year 2 and year 3/4  children £825

First Class at number 2 selected year 4 children

Summer 2013- expenditure to be confirmed

Every child a Reader(ECaR)(1:1 with a teacher 5 x a week. Aimed at children in Year 1)

Every Child a Writer(ECaW)- Year 4 children+ some selected year 3s

Better reading Partnership(BRP)- year 2 and year 3/4  children

First Class at number 2 selected year 4 children

Autumn 2013- expenditure to be confirmed

Every Child a Reader

Every child a writer- Y3 and 4

BRP-Year 2s,3 and 4
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A-Tom-ic Gardening by Tony Woodall

In my vast estate of garden I have a little plot
For summer flowers - petunias, begonias - the lot.
When it came to Autumn with the frost it had all died.
The time had come to tidy it and pull out weeds beside.
I laboured long and mightily, the green bin filling up.
I barely had the time to drain my cooling coffee cup.

Then, when it was all over the neat, weedless plot I viewed.
That night I deeply pondered on what plants should be renewed.
The next morning I inspected my plot of fine dug tilth
But found that next doors’ tom cat had filled it full of filth.
I remembered how he’d watched me as I made it fine and trim
And he’d apparently considered that I’d done it all for him.

I, somehow, had to stop him and foil his “calling card”.
It shouldn’t be beyond my wit I began thinking very hard.
I’d recently been pruning shrubs and had pieces finger thick.
I cut up all the branches to a foot long - every stick.
Then I made my plot a porcupine of the bits all poking out
Thus preventing any chance of squatting thereabout.

Indeed it worked. For weeks now the soil is undisturbed,
The cats’ toilet enthusiasm has been rather neatly curbed.
But this morning I have noticed that much of my defence
Has broken out in little shoots. Most have become quite dense.
Except a few were shootless and that caused a puzzled frown.
In a flash the answer came to mind— they were put in upside down! 



Gamlingay & District Writers’ Group
by Tracey Dawson

01767 654 830 gamlingaywriters@gmail.com
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continued on page 9

Our second meeting in our new venue 
– Potton Community Centre.  It’s rather 
lovely to finally have a permanent home.

1. Introductions

We had a new member to welcome this 
month.  We’re all spreading the word by 
distributing leaflets and business cards 
so that the group continues to have a 
steady influx of new members.

2. Review of Targets

Our target is to stick to the monthly 
themes.  This month’s was ‘A newspaper 
story’ and we had some thoughtful, 
insightful and humorous uses of the 
theme.

3. Competition News

The Chair is doing her best to remember 
to circulate competition details, so that 
we can all have a go if we feel inclined 
to do so.  Some of them even have cash 
prizes!

4. Other News

Talk from Christine Adams – Christine 
is coming to talk to us on Tuesday 8 
April 2014.  The talk will be fascinating 
even to non-writers.  Contact Tracey for 
further details.

The Chair visited the house in February 
– it was fascinating.  Perhaps we could 
consider a writers’ day trip there in the 
summer.

Read more about her aunt, Miss Savidge, 
here: 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/property/
article-1185210/Moving-house-How-
little-old-lady-spent-23-years-single-
handedly-dismantling-cottage-brick-
brick-rebuilding-100-miles-away.html 

5. Discussion of Work

There was a variety of work for ‘A 
Newspaper Story’.  We had stories about 
people who lived a thousand years apart 
yet had some striking similarities, one 
about the problems of people parking 
in disabled bays and one telling how an 
entrepreneurial pub owner managed to 
keep his business going.

The monthly themes definitely get the 
creative juices flowing!

6. Aims for the coming month

The topic for Tuesday 18th March 2014 is 
Three wishes.  Your character has been 
granted three wishes, but will they use 
them for good or evil?  Only you can 
decide!



WIthe
INSPIRING WOMEN
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continued from page 8

continued on page 9

February 18th, 2014

This was a well-attended meeting, 
with plenty of business, trips and events 
to discuss.  The Speaker, Mr. Bill 
Davies, made a return visit to delight 
his audience with his subject,  “On and 
Off the Footplate”, stories gleaned from 
many years’ involvement with trains.  
An amusing gentleman, Bill rattled off 
tale upon tale of funny memoirs, from 
his Labrador puppy’s first train ride, 
to travelling experiences from Panama 
to St. Pancras, Bombay to Bedford, all 
illustrated with slides.  He didn’t go off 
the rails when his projector played up, 
and was soon back on track with his 
footplate journey.

Gill Spaul

7. Joining the Group

If anyone wants to join us, they 
would be more than welcome. We 
cater for all standards of writer from 
complete beginners to published 
novelists. Contact Tracey Dawson on 
01767 654830 for details, or email 
gamlingaywriters@gmail.com . Or see 
our website – www.gamlingaywriters.
weebly.com. 

Gamlingay Players 
Triple Bill’

Tickets are now on sale for three one-
act plays we will be performing at the 

Eco Hub at 7.30pm on 
Friday 25th 

and
 Saturday 26th April.

‘Charity Begins’ written by Bettine 
Manktelow
‘You can’t take it with you’ written by 
Cheryl Barrett 
‘The Hotel Inspectors’ from ‘Fawlty 
Towers’ written by John Cleese and 
Connie Booth.

Three different plays, casts and directors 
– all on one night! 
What more could you ask for?

Unreserved seating and a licensed bar 
Tickets are available from the Eco Hub, 
The Cutting Mill 
or online at: www.gamlingayplayers.
co.uk 
Tickets: £8.50 (Adults) and £7 
(Concessions) in advance
£9 and £7.50 on the door 
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continued on page 11

Indoor Cricket League Matches
Blunham CC 136-4 from 12 overs
Sandy CC 137-1 from 12 overs. 
Sandy CC won the toss and asked 
Blunham to bat first. Blunham make 
an excellent start with Hay (32) and 
Grimes (23) taking them quickly to 
84 at the halfway point of the innings. 
Sandy managed to get back into the 
game when two wickets fell in one Lee 
Eplett over, and Blunham had to rebuild. 
Eplett continued an impressive spell of 
bowling by taking two more wickets, to 
finish with figures of 3-0-16-4. James 
Howlett came back to bowl a good last 
final over, and finished with figures of 
3-0-22-0. Blunham’s final total was 136-
4 from their 12 overs. 
After a tight first over, Carr and Howlett 
started to build an opening partnership 
that kept Sandy just about in touch 
with the required run-rate. Where 
Blunham had 84 from 6 overs, Sandy 
took 8 overs to reach the same total. 
Carr (18) was out going for a big hit, 
which brought Max Hurst to the crease. 
He immediately started to increase the 
scoring rate, whilst James Howlett held 
the innings together before retiring on 
42*. With Hurst & Eplett running for 
everything, Sandy required 30 off the 
last 2 overs. As the tension mounted, 
Sandy CC required 4 runs to win off the 
last two balls. Crucially three byes were 
scrambled off the penultimate ball to 
bring the scores level. Max Hurst (23*) 

pushed the final 
ball for a single 
to win the match 
for Sandy CC. 
Great experience 
for the two Sandy 
youngsters, Sam Nugent and Callum 
Grindley, who both made good 
bowling contributions to an exciting 
game of cricket.

Biddenham CC 48-3 (all out)
Sandy CC 49-0
This fixture saw the third & fourth 
placed teams play each other in the 
Division Three match. Biddenham 
could only field 4 players, 
consequently they chose to bat first. 
Crucially this meant that if Sandy 
CC took three wickets (instead of the 
normal 6), the Biddenham innings 
would come to a premature end. So 
when Kev Morrallee (1-23) took a 
wicket with his first ball at the start of 
the 2nd over, and then Sam Nugent 
took a wicket in the third over, 
Biddenham were in real trouble. Dave 
Carr then took an excellent 2nd catch 
off Nugent (2-18) in the 5th over, after 
spin and bounce caused the batsman 
to glove a catch behind. Biddenham 
were therefore all out for 48 without 
reaching the halfway point of their 
innings.
With no pressure on, Sandy CC 

Indoor Cricket
League Match reports
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continued from page 10
openers Dave Carr (14*) and Max Hurst 
(10*) took no risks in accumulating 
the required runs for Sandy to win in 
the 5th over. This win sees Sandy CC 
consolidate 3rd place in Division Three 
of the Beds Indoor Cricket League.

Last two matches: 2nd March v Cople, 
16th March v Sharnbrook, both matches 
played at Springs Hall, Bedford College.

Senior indoor cricket nets:

At Sandy Upper School Sports Hall
2pm-3pm
Every Sunday 11th - 17th May. 

Please reserve your 
change for the door 

to door Christian Aid 
collection

Thank you



Friendship Coffee 
Mornings

Please contact Gerry for details of the 
Spring coffee morning.

All welcome, 10:30am

If you need a lift, please contact 
Gerry Brunt on 
01767 650 693
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SOUP LUNCHES

The Soup Lunches in St. Mary’s Church Hall continue to be held on the
4th Wednesday of each month starting at 12:30pm.

Come and support this worthy cause and, for £5, enjoy home-made soup, bread and 
puddings followed by tea or coffee. 

Raising money for Christian Aid
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by John Jenkins 

As we progress into the New Year we have been discussing and furthering our 
potential activities for 2014. Luckily for us Cambridgeshire’s Jigsaw Archaeology 
Group are scheduled to hold many interesting training days throughout the year 
which some of our members have already signing up for.
In conjunction with Jigsaw we will be involved with the 5th May (Bank Holiday 
Monday) Millbridge Brook Heritage Walk Open Day where we anticipate having 
various activities such as a display of our projects with some of the finds to date, a 
stall where the public can bring along their own finds for identification and (weather 
permitting) a test pit demonstration. 
Later in May with the approval of The Wildlife Trust we are hoping to survey and 
map the ring ditch in Gamlingay Wood whilst in June we are currently evaluating the 
possibility of holding test pitting and maybe field walking activities in and around 
East Hatley where there are an unusual number of moat sites in the area.  
If learning more about us and our future projects has interested you please come 
along to our meetings which are usually on the first Thursday of the month with 
April’s being on the 3rd at the Women’s Institute Hall, Waresley Road, starting at 7.30 
pm, or please visit our website gamarchcambs.wordpress.com. 
For further information, please contact Kirstin Rayner on 01767 650310 or e-mail 
kirstin.rayner@tesco.net.  

Windy Old Weather
by Mike Brettle

Readers will remember the strong 
winds of February, especially the 14th 
and 15th. Now Gamlingay has it’s own 
wind sensor we can get an idea just 
how strong. Overnight on the 14th/15th 
February the Gamlingay wind turbine 
recorded a peak windspeed of 37.2m/s 
or 72kts. This was at the height of the 
hub, 37m, so has to be corrected to the 
international standard height for wind 
measurement, 10m. 

Doing this by standard methods gives 
an estimated value of 61kts!

If confirmed this is quite something. 

I make no claim of great accuracy, 
the height correction obviously 
involves some approximation and the 
anemometer on the turbine is downwind 

of the rotors but in Gamlingay, St 
Valentines’ 2014 was certainly a wild 
and stormy night. 

In future we hope to make data from 
the turbine visible in the hub in real 
time.
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Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on 
District Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley, and Bridget 
Smith

Keeping us abreast on 
County Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley

Gazette Column – March 2014 

Your Councillors are always ready to 
help. If you have any questions about 
these - or indeed any other - matters, 
please do not hesitate to contact County 
Councillor Sebastian Kindersley on 
01767 651982 or skindersley@hotmail.
com or write to the Manor Barn, East 
Hatley, SG19 3JA. District Councillor 
Bridget Smith is on 01767 650510 or 
bridget@glockling.com 

Council Tax
Last month we wrote about the Council 

Tax position at the County Council – 
this month at South Cambs! Another 
24% cut in Government funding for 
South Cambridgeshire District Council 
means times will be tough there as well. 
Having delivered efficiency savings 
of around £5 million over the last four 
years, finding even more savings is 
going to be hard. To balance the books 
next year another £300,000 of savings 
will be delivered by the Council with a 
further £790,000 in 2015/16.

The Council plans to absorb almost 
90% of the reduction in funding by 
generating income and delivering 
further efficiencies – equivalent to 
£18 per average band D home, with a 
proposed £2.40 (2%) rise in council 
tax for band D properties (less than 5 
pence per week). Things being looked 
at include moving to a monthly green 
waste collection during the winter 
months.  The proposed budget would 
also see reserves run down to £2.5 
million by 2018/19.

South Cambs DC is not taking the 
Freeze Grant (of 1%) being offered by 
the government to those councils not 
increasing their rates. Because there 

has only been a small decrease in the 
percentage of rates that it collects the 
Council interprets this as meaning that 
people are not facing too much hardship. 
Our concern is that this is a potential 
time bomb with people managing so 
far by borrowing money and tightening 
their belts.  However, the time will come 
when many will have maximised their 
allowable borrowing, have made all the 
economies they can and will then start 
to spiral into debt.  This is certainly 
the message that we are getting from 
the CAB. Please note that if you are 
experiencing debt problems, that the 
CAB in St Neots gives specialist debt 
advice on a Tuesday.  You do need to 
make an appointment.

So following on from our comments 
about the County budget last month 
there was in fact some good news. After 
listening to the public and opposition 
groups, the County earmarked an 
extra £500,000 to invest in transport 
improvements. A cross-party group of 
Councillors will be formed to decide 
how this money is spent. In addition 
an extra £200,000 will also be put 
into Children’s Centres, £200,000 into 
mental health and savings targets in 
older people/learning and physical 
disability services will be reduced 
by £300,000. The mild winter so far 
means the Council has not spent all of 
its gritting budget, meaning £200,000 
can be held back and put into next year’s 
budget. An innovation grant of £28,000 
is also being created to encourage 
innovative new ways of providing public 
transport services.

The extra cash – nearly £1.5m in total 
– has come from £1m money saved from 
capital building projects and £500,000 
from improved Council tax collection 
rates. So that’s all quite positive, we felt!

New South Cambs Furniture
You may remember that South Cambs 

spent £45k on replacing perfectly good 
furniture last year at the same time 
as axing a load of grants. Bridget has 
enquired  - at Full Council - as to how 
the business plan underpinning the 
enormous expense on new furniture 
was progressing and the answer, in 
a word, was Dismally. The much-
vaunted income from renting out the 
refurbished Chamber had apparently 
not materialised; but although the 
question had been submitted in advance 
actual figures were not forthcoming; 
perhaps that would have been just too 
embarrassing.
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Street Light Replacement
The Parish Council Chairman has 

written elsewhere in the Gazette 
about the current project to replace 
most of Gamlingay’s streetlighting 
and what to do if you have issues 
outstanding. The history behind this 
is that Cambridgeshire has 55,000 
streetlights; many of which are nearing 
their end of life. So the County applied 
for Private Finance Initiative credits 
from the Government to undertake 
the replacement of those lights over a 
25 year period in 2010 and no lights 
were to be removed. Balfour Beatty 
won the subsequent tender. However 
the recession hit and the Government 
reduced the PFI cost - hence the need to 
remove 5,500 (10%) of all lights across 
the County; the new energy-efficient 
lights and the overnight dimming that 
is proposed. These steps will reduce the 
energy used by 46% - which is a saving 
of 4500 tonnes of carbon a year.

Because Gamlingay is being done 
early in the process it is fair to say our 
lights were probably judged to be in 
a worse state than many other places 
which are largely newer eg Milton. 
What has also emerged during the 
process is that the County Council has 
NO DUTY to light streets at all although 
it has a duty of care to road users and 
has an obligation to light obstructions on 
the highway – which would explain why 
many villages have no streetlights at all. 

Local Plan
The ‘final’ draft of the Local 

Development Plan, (which specifies 
how much development South Cambs 
will take up to 2031), was approved 
by the portfolio holder in February.  It 
will now go to the whole Council at a 
special meeting on 14th March for final, 
final approval before being submitted to 
the planning inspector (cost £215,000), 
for final, final, final approval.  There 
was a lot of unhappiness about the 
plan especially in relation to the 3 
strategic sites at Cambourne West 
(actually in Caxton), Bourn Airfield 
and Waterbeach. The Cambourne West 
site will really fill in the land between 
Cambourne and the A1198 and will 
undoubtedly cause mayhem on both that 
road and the A428 for ever more.  Those 
campaigning against the development 
of Bourn Airfield quite rightly point out 
that though it is designated as a brown 
field site, when viewed from the air 
it is actually very green with most of 
the land between the 2 runways being 

actively farmed.
The people of Waterbeach would like 

development to be limited to 900 houses 
on the old airfield not 3500 on the fields 
surrounding their village.

What we cannot understand is why 
all this development is not going to 
Northstowe which was approved years 
ago and which, thanks to the guided bus, 
has much of its infrastructure already 
in place. Furthermore – why develop 3 
new villages (which is effectively what 
we plan to do) which will all require 
substantial infrastructure (much of 
which will have to be repeated in each 
new village) when we know as a fact 
that we will not get enough developer 
contributions to pay for it. If the recent 
S106 agreement for Northstowe is 
anything to go by we will only get 50% 
of what we need. So why not make the 
most of the cash we get and pay for 
proper decent infrastructure at one place 
(Northstowe) instead of 4? 

We are told in response that the 
“development industry” cannot deliver 
the level of housing on an annual 
basis that we need to keep speculative 
planning applications away. Again this 
makes no sense. It is surely easier for 
the development industry to work on 
5 close sites (at Northstowe) than 5 
stretched along the A428, A10 and A14. 
So pushing this point we are finally told 
that the housebuilders want to be able to 
offer the new home purchaser a “choice” 
of new developments. Is this a good and 
sound basis on which to plan the future 
of South Cambs? Doesn’t the potential 
purchaser already have 105 Parishes 
from which to choose a new home? A 
classic tale of the tail wagging the dog 
we think…….. 

Ambulance Service
There are hundreds of vacancies in 

the East of England Ambulance Service 
which is somewhat concerning. We have 
been assured that 400 new paramedics 
will be recruited in the next 12 months.  
These trainees will learn on the job 
alongside qualified paramedics and 
will take just over 2 years to become 
qualified themselves.  The number of 
highest emergency calls responded to 
in the required 8 minutes is still going 
down (just over 60%) but steps have 
been taken to improve this. Many 
residents use the service and we would 
welcome feedback from you especially 
1) about the length of time it took to get 
to you and 2) how easy it was for the 
Ambulance to find you.  
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Home Improvement Top Up Grants.
Do you need improvements to be made 

to your home because you are sick or 
disabled? South Cambs District Council 
has grants of up to £30,000 that you 
can apply for. Up until now, further top 
up grants have been available from the 
County Council if the District cannot 
pay the full amount.  This is now 
going to change and only loans will 
be available from the County Council 
from now on.  It is unclear how this 
new system is going to work or even if 
it is going to work at all.  We are very 
concerned because it is requiring people 
to have exhausted all other means of 
raising money including equity release 
which in some cases has had a rather 
bad press.  The Adult Health and Social 
Care Scrutiny Committee has asked 
for the detail to be looked at again to 
ensure that the new system is fair and 
accessible to all.

Papworth Hospital
In 2005 South Cambs lost the battle 

to keep the Hospital at Papworth as – 
on clinical grounds – it was decided 
to move it to Addenbrookes. The 
Treasury – at the very last moment – 
has delayed this move on the basis that 
a better place for it might be to shore 
up the PFI hospital in Peterborough 
which is staring a financial abyss in the 
face. We proposed a Motion to South 
Cambs asking the Council to lobby the 
Chancellor to get a move on with the 
original plan and to stop mucking about. 

What ought to have been 
straightforward unanimous support 
of this Motion then demonstrated 
Freud’s five stages of grief.  Firstly 

the administration tried to get us to 
withdraw it before the meeting. They 
then proposed a Motion to Move ie no 
debate. We protested and asked why the 
administration were not supportive - the 
answer was they wanted Papworth to 
stay in Papworth - a battle already lost. 
Next came a wrecking amendment and 
further outcry from the floor.  At that 
point one of their number said he was 
going to vote for the motion as it was - 
cue collapse by Administration and the 
vote proceeded to support the Motion. 

So we saw denial, anger, 
destructiveness, resignation, 
acceptance.... 

Grant Grabber
If you are looking for a grant for a 

club or charity, you can go on the South 
Cambs DC website, type ‘Grants’ 
into the search engine and then click 
on Grant Grabber . This is a free 
search facility for anyone in South 
Cambridgeshire looking for grant 
funding.

Green Bin Collection
South Cambs has agreed to restructure 

the bin collection service so that money 
can be saved on 12 jobs i.e. £400,000.  
As well as resulting in redundancies 
this will also mean that the Green Bins 
will only be collected once every 4 
weeks during the 3 winter months.  We 
are informed that not many are put out 
every fortnight during the winter. We 
are to be told to put our food waste in 
the black bins during this time because 
apparently some organic waste is 
required for the composting /recycling 
process at Waterbeach to work most 
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effectively. The ‘new service’ will 
involve the remaining crews doing 
different (we suspect longer), routes.

Rent Increases for Tenants of South 
Cambs DC

Most rents will be increasing by up 
to £2 per week. This is the maximum 
that local authorities are allowed to 
increase them by and the majority of 
tenants should expect to be paying this 
maximum.  

Destination Digital
Connecting Cambridgeshire has 

secured extra funding of over £4.5m 
to help hundreds of small and medium 
sized businesses across Cambridgeshire 
afford better broadband connections. 
Businesses can find out more about 
applying for grants and free support at 
www.destinationdigital.info or talk to an 
adviser by calling 0800 917044.

..and finally some good news…

The South Cambs Minor Highway 
improvement Schemes have now been 
agreed for 2014/15 with successful 
schemes in the Gamlingay division 
at Haslingfield, Eversdens & Harlton, 
Longstowe, Orwell, Wimpole and of 

course Gamlingay – which will see the 
County part-funding the speed limits at 
the Heath – Hurrah!

Got a problem? Issue? Something 
you’d like to discuss?

Your Councillors are here to help 
you. Please do feel free to contact us 
with comments, questions, problems or 
complaints. We hope we can help but if 
we can’t we are likely to know someone 
who can!    

Gamlingay Residents 
Association

The ear for the people of Gamlingay

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
30th April 8.00pm
WI Hall

Items for discussion:
Gypsy and Traveller site (Potton Road 
Everton)
Public Transport and Park and Ride
The state of our roads and potholes
Street Lighting

Any other items of concern to you, the 
residents.



ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL
The Emplins, Gamlingay

Now available on Saturday mornings
Ideal for dancing classes, children’s 

clubs etc.

£10 per hour
Please contact: Kate Golding

Tel:  01767 - 651215
E-mail: kategolding@tiscali.co.uk

Hatley village hall 
is available for general hiring every day 

8.30am to 12 midnight  

Full details can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or ring 
Michael Marshall on 01767 650971 or 
email  mick_marshall@hotmail.co.uk
 

Basic hire charges per hour are  £7.50 
residents/£10.00 others and it can cater 

for 85 
seated 
or 120 
standing.
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Legal Eagle

Do I need to get married? 
Many couples in today’s modern society live together without 

getting married or entering into a civil partnership. There is no 
stigma attached to such an arrangement and everyone should have 
freedom of choice.

However, what happens if that couple 
split up? Who gets to stay in the home 
they shared, who has to pay to maintain 
the children, and how are jointly held 
assets divided between them? 

Unfortunately, English law is very 
old fashioned and currently there 
is no specific legislation protecting 
unmarried couples. Instead, they have 
to work out which bits of a myriad of 
legislation covering trusts and children 
can assist them.

Property
If this was held in joint names, then 

both parties have a right to remain 
living in the property as well as 
potentially receiving a percentage of 
any net sale proceeds.

If it is only registered in one person’s 
name, the other party can be in a very 
precarious situation.

Other Assets
These will usually be retained by 

whoever purchased the item and can 
prove ownership of the same.

Maintenance
Often in a relationship one person is 

the main breadwinner, and financially 
supports the other person – particularly 
if there are children to care for. Upon 
separation, if the parties were married 

or in a civil partnership, the lower 
earner would often continue to be 
supported by the other party. However, 
if they simply cohabited, there is no 
ongoing obligation for one party to 
support another over and above any 
basic child maintenance payments. 

The Solution ?
Of course one option is to get married 

or enter into a civil partnership. 
However, there is an alternative. You 
and your partner could agree terms 
now for a simple Deed of Trust or 
Cohabitation Agreement  - which could 
set out what would happen to the home 
(and any other joint assets) if you ever 
separated. 

Such documents needn’t cost huge 
sums to prepare, and they can save a lot 
of money and heartache at a later date 
if unfortunately the relationship comes 
to an end. 

If you would like any more 
information on this, or any other, area 
of law please contact me: 

clare.pilsworth@curwens.co.uk

Curwens have offices in Royston, 
Hoddesdon and Enfield.
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The Gamlingay Show 
On Saturday 20th September 

2014

Held at Gamlingay Village 
College

The committee is continuing to work 
hard to ensure the continued success 
of this annual village event. We will be 
welcoming back some firm favourites 
as well as introducing new attractions. 
A wide variety of food and drink will 
be available together with stalls and 
displays from our village clubs and 
organisations, housed in the show 
marquees. Don’t forget to enter the 
competition classes, the results of which 
will be displayed in the main hall. As 
2014 marks the 100th anniversary of 
the outbreak of WW1, we thought that 
this might be an appropriate and fitting 
subject for our group entry competition. 
This can be a mural in any medium but 
does need to be pre-entered to ensure we 
allow sufficient display space.

DO YOU WISH TO BECOME A 
BENFICIARY OF THE GAMLINGAY 
SHOW?

Every year, the show committee uses 
the profit from the village show to 
make donations to local charities and 
organisations. If you want to be in with 
a chance of receiving money this year, 
please read the following rules carefully 
to ensure you are eligible….

You must be either a registered charity, 
a non-profit making organisation or 
educational establishment, or club with 

its main base within Gamlingay or the 
locality.

Your group must get involved in 
this year’s show – by having a stall, 
performing in the main arena and/or 
assisting with the setting up before the 
show or clearing away after the show.

You need to apply in writing by 
6th September 2014 by post or 
email to Amanda Hardy (14 Church 
End, Gamlingay, SG19 3EP or 
andrewandamanda@hotmail.com) 
giving details of your organisation, what 
you need the money for, to whom any 
cheque should be made payable, and 
where it can be sent to.

Last year we gave away over £1500 
and we would like to do the same again 
this year. All application forms can be 
downloaded from our website: www.
gamingayshow.co.uk

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT TO 
MAKE THE SHOW A SUCCESS – IT 
IS THE WHOLE VILLAGE WHICH 
THEN BENEFITS

Please contact us at gamlingayshow@
hotmail.com  or on 07519921126 if you 
would like to help.

Many thanks from The Gamlingay 
Show Committee



WHAT’S ON IN APRIL

Over 50’s walks Meet at Ecohub car park. New members welcome.  Phone 654 891 for 
further information.

History Society

Monday, 14th April Ken Drake speaking on ‘The History of the Covent Garden Area of London’

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New members 
most welcome. Phone: 651 025.

Friday, 25th April Competition No 8 Lawrence Broderick Trophy and Lyndon Baker Trophy. 
Judge: Liz Hatten

Gardening Club Monthly meetings held at the WI Hall, 7:30pm (not June July or August).

Wednesday, 2nd April Sue Robinson The Gardens of Gertrude Jekyll and Lutyens

W I 7.30pm WI Hall.

Tuesday, 15th April AGM and Estate planning - protecting assets with Claire Putterill

Parental Forum, GVC 7 to 8pm Gamlingay Village College.

Tuesday, 29th April

Total wellness workout Bring some water to drink and an exercise mat or a towel for floor work. £5 
per class. 

Fridays 9.30-10.30am at St Mary’s Church Hall (near the Emplins).

Soup lunches Every fourth Wednesday of the month 12:30pm start, Church Hall.

Cock Inn, monthly quiz nights

Monday, 14th April Sister Act 2 Lucy Rands and Becky Phillips

Monday, 12th May Austin Jones
Gamlingay Community Centre Hub Community events

Tuesday
Indoor Carpet bowls Friendly group, just drop in and pay and play 13:30 - 15:30
Parish Council 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month Public 

Meetings
19:00

Gamlingay Players Small friendly society who produce plays and 
pantomime

20:00 - 22:00

Wednesday
Toddler story time 11:30
Free computer training Free, friendly computer training for beginners. 

Please contact the library to book
13:00 - 15:00

GEAG Gamlingay Environmental Action Group - monthly 
meeting

20:00 - 22:00

Thursday
Youth Cafe and Club Local children’s group - Cafe YR4+ 

Club YR 8+
17:15 - 21:00

Gamlingay
Players

Small friendly society who produce plays and 
pantomime

20:00 - 22:00
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WHAT’S ON IN APRIL

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30 - 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, Eco hub.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting, Eco hub.

Hatley Parish Council
For information contact the Clerk Kim Wilde 650 596 or email hatley-
parish-clerk@hatley.info. Further information can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or noticeboards

The Gazette

Friday, 4th April Copy deadline for May edition

Friday, 2nd May Copy deadline for June edition

Friday, 30th May Copy deadline for the July/August Summer double edition

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Dawson on 654 830 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff 
Bruerton on 650748.

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown.

1st and 3rd Monday of each month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.

Guild of St Mary’s Church Hall 7:30pm, all welcome.

Monday, 28th April Cally Hammond Reflections on the World Council of Churches 2013

Gamlingay Players Jan Cooper 650 178

Tuesdays 8pm Ecohub

Thursdays 8pm venue varies

Gamlingay Archaelogical Group 
(GAMARCH) monthly meetings 7:30pm at the WI Hall

GamlingayGazette@btinternet.com The Gazette may also be viewed on the village website: www.gamlingay.org 21



22  THE GAZETTE Hand delivered to every household. Postal contributions may be sent to 29 School Close

Cambridge Gliding Centre Open Day, 
Sunday 13th April, 

10am - 4pm.
Come and visit Gransden Lodge Airfield to find out about the sport of gliding. All 
welcome. Trial flights with our qualified instructors available on a first-come, first-fly 
basis. Free admission. Refreshments.
The airfield entrance is on the B1046 between Little Gransden & Longstowe, oppo-
site Gransden Lodge Farm. More information online:
http://www.glide.co.uk/

New Cemetery for 
Gamlingay

The Parish Council is a Burial 
Authority, and therefore has a duty to 
provide burial space in Gamlingay for 
its residents. It is necessary to pursue 
provision of an additional site, as the 
existing cemetery on Stocks Lane 
is almost full. St Marys Field is the 
preferred location for the new cemetery. 
It is located east of the church, behind 
the Emplins.

The history
St Marys Field was identified by the 

Parish Council as the preferred location 
for a new cemetery in 2006. The site 
at that time was owned by Merton 
College who were not keen on plans 
for it to be developed as a cemetery. 
Parish Council requested that a special 
land policy allocation was put forward 

in the last Local Plan and a great deal 
of work was done in partnership with 
the Association of Burial Authorities 
(ABA).The Planning Inspector decided 
to delete the proposed policy due to 
lack of information in relation to the 
archaeology of the site. This was a great 
disappointment to the Council at that 
time. 

As a result of the Examination by the 
Inspector, Merton reconsidered the 
possibility of providing the field to the 
Parish Council as part of the s.106/deed 
negotiations with regard to the Station 
Road site. 

The Council has now secured the 
freehold of the site from Merton 
College on 26th November 2012 

and can now use this land as either 
a cemetery or a recreation field. The 
reason why these uses were stipulated, 
is that if St Marys Field is found to 
be unsuitable for use as a cemetery, 
the field can still be put to good use 
as a recreation space for the village, 
and it can be retained by the Parish in 
perpetuity.

Facts and figures
The field is approx.4 acres. Only a 

proportion of this field is required for a 
cemetery (approximately a half).The rest 
of the field is to be informal recreation 
space, and a small car park for use by 
the church for services, which will be in 
keeping with its surroundings.

 The Council has secured £60k. 
to develop the cemetery and has put 
aside a further £33,791 to date to cover  
development expenses which occur with 
the requirement to obtain  planning 
permission. The Council has submitted 
a Planning Application in  January 2014, 
and hopes to be in a position to begin 
work in the Summer of 2014.

 Design and implementation
 In investigating the suitability 

of the site as a cemetery, the Council has 
employed  Cemetery Design 
Services Ltd, based at Wrest Park, 
Silsoe to undertake drainage  
and soil conditions study and issues 
surrounding risk to aquifers, and users  
downstream from the site. 

 The Council has also worked 
in partnership with GamArch, the 
local Archaeology group and employed 
Oxford Archaeology East to undertake 
a pre-application archaeological 
assessment of the site. This occurred on 
25th-27th September 2013.  
The report will be used to protect 
the most sensitive areas from burial 
activity. Further details of what was 
found are available from the Parish 
Council Office. It is also available 
online as a supporting document for 
the planning application. Please go 
to the South Cambridgeshire District 
Council’s Planning Portal and select 
‘Gamlingay’and ‘Cemetery’ and the 
details are available there. 

 More information
 If you would like to know 

more, please contact Kirstin Rayner, 
Clerk to the Parish Council
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Update on Millbridge 
Brook Meadows.

Not surprisingly, as it is all flood plain, 
the recent wet weather has put a stop 
to work on the new country park.  
Having said that, we have, against 
all odds, managed to install the new 
Block Bridge.  This new footbridge 
is designed to be fully accessible to 
disabled people, (once the hard paths 
to and from it are installed), and its 
construction of steel and hardwood 
means that it has a 120 year anticipated 
life span. It is an expensive piece of kit 
(over £20,000) but half of the money 
has come from a grant from WREN 
and the other half from the County 
Council.  A temporary bridge was put 
in place during the construction so that 
there was no interruption to the access.
We are now waiting for things to dry 
out a bit before we can install fences 
and plant hedging.  It may be that 
we have missed the opportunity this 
season to plant the community orchards 
so they might have to wait until the 
autumn to go in.
As long as it continues to dry out we 
will see the 1km of hard paths being 
installed in March.  This work will 
take about 5 weeks to complete and 
we do not envisage closing the fields 
off during this time though there will 
be areas that will be cordoned off for 
public safety.

We have been working with 
GAMARCH and with the Millbridge 
Brook Meadows working group to 
design some signage for the park that 
will inform visitors about the heritage 
and the flora and fauna.  We are most 

The Carbon

TSAR
by Mike Brettle

Local Elections

Local elections are coming up so I’m going to give all the candidates a chance 
to present their green credentials in this column. Obviously every month all 
candidates eagerly grab their Gazette and turn excitedly to the Carbon Tsar 
column so please all note that I will give up to 6 of you 120 words each for an 
opportunity to present your green credentials on a ‘first come first served’ basis. 
I’m not interested in the policies of the party you represent, there are other places 
to present this information. It’s your views we’re interested in. If you are a climate 
change sceptic please feel free to say so. I promise not to edit or comment on 
contributions in any way. I will however be strict on length. If you overrun the 120 
words I will simply...

Diary Dates
Some important dates to get in your diary now: -
June 21st, the ever popular GEAG cycle ride. Cambridgeshire’s Tour de France.

October 18th, Green Day, a renowned event not to be missed.
Next GEAG meeting: -
Greenpeace
Mark Crutchley from Greenpeace will talk about the most famous environmental 
activist organisation in the world
Wednesday 21 May 2014
8.00 pm-9.30 pm, The Gamlingay EcoHub.
Free! All welcome!   
(note there is no April meeting)

For more information, contact the GEAG co-ordinator Brycchan Carey
18 Mill Street, Gamlingay.
01767 651155
contact@geag.org.uk
www.geag.org.uk

grateful to our local historian, Jim Brown, for the enormous amount of help he 
has given us with this. A grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund will pay for this 
element of the project.
The brook itself has taken quite a battering with all the bad weather but we are 
pleased with the way that it has held up.  It is, after all, meant to be a semi wild 
area and not a garden or formal park so it is right that nature is allowed to shape 
the landscape.
Please put the Opening Event in your diaries for Monday 5th May.
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Do you have a disability, 

or long term physical, 
sensory or health need?

Interested in taking 
up a new sport?

We can help you 
get started 

The Stepping Stone service 

provides FREE advice, funding 

and support to get you involved 

as a participant, coach, 

volunteer or official. 

For adults and young people 

aged 14+

Stepping Stone is delivered on behalf of Cambridgeshire County Council by Action For Children

www.actionforchildren.org.uk Registered charity nos. 1097940/SC038092. Company no.4764232

Swaffham Bulbeck Summer Theatre
Our 2014 performances of Gilbert & Sullivan’s ‘Patience’ will be staged at our wonderful ‘Theatre in a 
Barn’, Downing Farm, Swaffham Bulbeck on:

•	 Wednesday 11 June 2014 at 7.30pm - £9

•	 Thursday 12 June 2014 at 7.30pm - £9

•	 Friday 13 June 2014 at 7.30pm - £10

•	 Saturday 14 June 2014 at 2.30pm (matinee) - £6 and 7.30pm - £10.

Our tickets will continue to be available to purchase online from Ticket Source from 1 April 2014 
and ticket prices remain unchanged as previous years. 
  
Visit http://www.sbsummertheatre.com/ or call Business Manager, Ruth Dennis, for more details on 01638 508171.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE 

Every year, Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service raise thousands of pounds for The Fire Fighters Charity – and 
we couldn’t do it without the support of residents so we would like to say a big thank you!
This month, a number of fire stations across the county will be holding car washes so visit www.cambsfire.gov.uk or 
our social media channels to find out what stations near you are taking part. 
Registration is now open for the annual Ladies Driving Challenge on Sunday, May 11, at Alconbury Airfield. More 
than 300 women will get behind the wheel of super-sized vehicles and if you want to take part sign up quick! For 
more information and to register, email ldc@bedsfire.com or call (01234) 845130.
Finally a huge thank you to all who supported our clothing bank challenge in January to see which 
station could collect the most unwanted textiles to raise cash for the charity – we’re eagerly awaiting 
the results.

Don’t forget to test your smoke alarm. To find out if you are eligible for a free home fire safety check, 
call 0800 917 99 94. Follow us: @cambsfrs /cambsfrs
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continued on page 27

Gamlingay First School 
would like to appoint a 
community governor. 

Would you consider 
becoming a school governor?         

School governors are people who 
wish to make a positive contribution 
to children’s education. Anyone is 
eligible (subject to checks). If you have 
an interest in children’s education and 
feel you could help to ensure children 
get the best education the school can 
provide you could become a school 
governor. Governors are volunteers 
who work with the staff. They have an 
involvement in all aspects of school life, 
and carry out their duties by reading 
reports, asking questions and attending 
meetings.  Schools benefit from having 
governors who represent all aspects of 
the local community and this is where 
you could fit in.

Can you spare some time?
Do you enjoy working as part of a 

team?
Are you interested in serving the local 

community?

If the answer is YES then please get in 
touch.

Being a school governor has rewards. 
It is good personal development; you 
get access to training and experience 
of working in a board situation. In 
addition, you will gain an enormous 
sense of satisfaction in being part 
of a team working to improve the 
educational outcomes of children.

If you are interested and would like 
more information please contact the 
Headteacher on 01767 650208.

VIEW FROM THE 
CHAIR

vby Sarah Groom

 Well! I wish I could have moved 
on from Street Lights, but as I write 
in this last few days of February, the 
complaints are very much still alive 
and kicking as the work is nearing 
completion.  The concerns that are 
troubling people all over the village 
have fallen generally into three main 
categories: - losing a light they liked or 
gaining an unwanted light outside their 
property; the brightness of the lights 
causing a nuisance into their windows 
at night; and damage to their walls or 
footings caused by all the digging of 
holes to install the lights and run the 
electricity cables.  

We can’t do anything about where the 
lights are actually placed I’m afraid, as 
they are not going to move.  However, 
I am somewhat reassured that Balfour 
Beatty is going to continue to monitor 
the brightness and working of lights for 
a good few weeks to come, and as their 
installation contract lasts for the next 
three years, they will be at the end of 
the telephone/email for a good while, 
which is very good news.  To be fair, 
they have also vastly improved their 
responsiveness to current complaints, by 
coming back into the village at night to 
look at lights, meet residents and have 
update meetings with me.  

I am told that six weeks after 
installation (so mid April or thereabouts) 
every light in the village will be 
inspected to check it is working properly 
and then the dimming programme 
will start, so every light will dim by 
40% after 10pm.  This may solve the 
brightness problem for some people.  
If a light is still a nuisance, a baffle or 
shield can be fitted, and in some cases 
the light can be angled slightly which 
may help the houses who have a light 
shining into their upstairs bedroom (me 
included!). If you think you will need 
something done with a light, do register 
your request now.

Regarding damage, those people who 
have lodged a complaint have had a visit 
from Balfour Beatty to inspect and these 
are being dealt with on an individual 
basis. Let’s hope there is no long term 
damage.  If you have concerns, and 

aren’t already ‘in the system’ please 
contact Balfour Beatty or us, and not, (as 
one householder was told, alarmingly, 
by the County Council), your ‘own 
household insurer’. If there is a long 
term problem, it will be Balfour Beatty 
who will have to sort it out, not you.

So who do you report any problems to?  
General problems with faulty lights: 

Balfour Beatty freephone
08007838247 or enquiries@

lightingcambridgeshire.com
Updates on ongoing requests for 

shields/baffles:  Keeley Russell at 
Balfour Beatty keeley.russell@
bblivingplaces.com or 0800 783 8247 
(same freephone number) or Kirstin or 
Leanne at the Parish Council.

*****
 From lights to bridges, and despite the 

wet and muddy conditions, contractors 
have managed to install a lovely new 
hardwood and metal footbridge to 
replace the old one between the bottom 
of St Mary’s field and Lower Field (the 
field opposite Millbridge Brook off  
Station Road).  While the old bridge had 
steep steps and a worryingly rickety feel 
to it, this new one is solid and wide and 
curved with no steps, making it very 
suitable for wheelchairs, pushchairs, 
nervous dogs, and anyone who is not as 
nimble on their feet as they used to be! 
If you haven’t yet used it, it’s lovely (and 
hopefully not as muddy round the edges 
as it is right now).

******
And finally, you will no doubt be aware 

of the ongoing tributes to the 1914-18 
war that is a feature of 2014.  Towns 
and villages are being encouraged to get 
involved, and one simple thing we are 
doing in Gamlingay is to install ‘Poppy 
Mats’ which are seeded mats you can 
lay to produce a small and temporary 
wildflower area.  We are going to put 
mats down in two places – one round 
the village sign at the top of Cinques Rd 
and the other round the Jubilee bench 
outside the Hub.  We hope they will look 
suitably lovely with a display of bright 
red poppies in due course.

******
As always, if you have any questions 

about the work of the Parish Council or 
want the latest news on anything please 
get in touch with Kirstin or Leanne on 
650 310 or clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk., 
or look on our new website 
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Baked Potatoes
(I know, boring, everyone makes these, 
stick a large potato in the oven, wait for 
one hour, then eat with butter.  Try these 
variations)

Ingredients: (per person)
Baking Potato
Butter as much as you dare! You may 
wish to add some milk or cream.
6-8 black olives, roughly chopped 
(quartered)
1 Spring onion, split lengthways, then 
finely sliced.
Good bunch of Parsley
One very small red Chilli, finely 
chopped (optional)
25gm of Mature Cheddar – save bit to 
put on the top.

Method:
Heat oven to 200º, 180 fan, gas 6.  Bake the potato.  I normally microwave for 10 
minute, then place in the oven for 45-60 mins.  Halve the potato and scrape out the 
cooked potato, leaving about 3-5mm inside the skin.  Brush the skin lightly with oil, 
inside and out, and put back into the oven to crisp up, keep an eye on the skins – just 
lightly golden and crisp, not burnt!.  While the skins are crisping up:
Break up the cooked potato with the butter and milk/cream to make a coarse mash.  
Season well, go easy on the salt, but it can take quite a lot of ground black pepper.  
Mix the rest of the ingredients, try to leave the potato broken, not mashed (I prefer it 
this way, but is it up to you) 
Remove the potato shells from the oven and pile in the potato mixture, sprinkle a 
little cheese on top.  Place back in the oven for 10 minutes to crisp up and get a tan.
Excellent with pickled cabbage, or other sharp pickles.

Instead of the veggie version (spring onion, olives) above, you could use corned beef 
mixed into the potato for a carnivore version:
1½ slices of Corned Beef
½ Teaspoon of English Mustard, or 1 teaspoon of Horseradish sauce

OR TRY A POTATO SOUFLĖ

Ingredients: (per person)
Potato, baked as above
Good blob of Butter
25gm of Mature Cheddar
½ Teaspoon of English Mustard
1 Egg, separated

Method:
Bake the potato as above.  Once cooked, establish which way up it stands best, then 
remove the top third.  Scrape out the rest of the cooked potato from the bottom two 
thirds, leaving about 3-5mm inside the skin.  Crisp up the skin as above. You will 
only need about a half of the cooked potato the rest can be frozen and used as mash  
later.
 Mash the cooked potato with the to make a smooth mash.  Beat the yolk into the 
potato with the mustard powder and cheese.  Season well.
Whisk the egg white until stiff, then carefully fold into the potato- be gentle, don’t 
knock the air out of the egg whites.
Remove the potato shells from the oven and pile in the potato mixture, smooth over 
the top of the mash, remember it will rise up!.  Place back in the oven on a baking 
sheet for 15-20 minutes until well risen.
Serve with a crisp salad and enjoy.

SUE RYDER ST JOHN’S HOSPICE

WE NEED YOU!

Sue Ryder St John’s Hospice is planning 
a host of events for the much anticipated 
summer of 2014 and we need your help.
Kicking off with the Sandy Carnival 
on 14th June, we would like walkers to 
take part in the procession representing 
St John’s and to collect money for the 
hospice. We will also be having our own 
stand at the carnival this year so even if 
you can’t take part in the procession, do 
pop along and see us.
Our annual country fete will be held 
on Sunday 10th August in the lovely 
hospice gardens and the field behind 
them at Moggerhanger. Open to the 
public from 11am - 4.30pm, it promises 
to be a great day out for all the family. 
Last year we had over 3000 visitors from 
all over Bedfordshire. This year Star 
Wars fans will be in for a treat as there 
will be a number of characters from 
the films in attendance including Darth 
Vader. Make sure you put the date in 
your diary and contact us if you would 
like to help out.
Finally, our Starlight Hike takes place on 
13th September. Last year, we had around 
800 walkers and raised over £100,000. 
If you are considering being a part of 
this magical night in September by 
making up a team, we would love to hear 
from you. The 10k night time walk is 
certainly not too arduous with plenty of 
memorable entertainment laid on along 
the way!
If you would like more information or 
to volunteer for any of these events; 
or if you would like to take part in 
the Starlight Hike, please contact Fay 
Boissieux in the Fundraising Office on 
01767 642424. Alternatively you can 
email fay.boissieux@sueryder.org
Thanks to the generosity of the local 
community we have received fantastic 
support in the past, all of which enables 
us to care for people in the community 
suffering from end of life and life-
limiting conditions here at St John’s 
Hospice. But we couldn’t do it without 
you! Please join us and be a part of our 
fundraising this summer.

Sue Ryder is a charity registered in England and Wales (1052076) and in Scotland (SC039578). 

The hunt is on... 
for Easter Eggs 
that is! 
 
Sunday 6 April  
Join us from 2-4:30pm for an afternoon of Easter 
egg hunting, games and fun activities around 
the beautiful grounds of Moggerhanger Hospice.  

Tickets are priced at £3.00 per child, and can be 
purchased in advance or on the day. Free entry for adults. 
  
All participants will take home a chocolate Easter egg! 
  
  

For more information, contact Kim 
call: 01767 642423 
email: kim.munns@sueryder.org 
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 Easter Egg Hunt

Sue Ryder St John’s Hospice is calling 
all children and families to come and 
have an afternoon of fun with us to 
celebrate Easter. Come and take part in 
our egg hunt around the grounds, with 
a chocolate Easter egg for taking part 
and the chance of also finding a special 
prize, if you find a silver or golden egg!

There will plenty of activities for the 
children to get involved in including; 
a raffle, games, mask decorating, cake 
decorating and face painting. Adults can 
get involved and also enjoy a nice cup of 
tea or coffee and a fun family afternoon. 

The Egg Hunt will take place 
on 6 April at St John’s Hospice, 
Moggerhanger. Entry is £3 for children. 
All proceeds will be going to the local 
Sue Ryder St John’s Hospice. The 
event will be from 2pm till 4.30pm. 
The hunt will be around the grounds 
of the Hospice, and will be supervised 
by volunteers and members of staff. 
However all children will need to be 
accompanied at all times.  

Volunteer fundraiser, Kimberley 
Munns, said: “Our Easter Egg Hunt is 
back this year, and we are very excited 
to be holding the event again. It will be 
a great afternoon, with plenty going on 
for the whole family.”

It costs £2.4 million a year to run Sue 
Ryder St John’s Hospice, and this event 
is one that helps us reach our target. We 
would be thrilled to see the support of 
our local community for the event.

If you have any further questions 
please call the Fundraising Team on 

01767 642412 or email Kimberley.
Munns@sueryder.org

Sue Ryder is a charity registered in England and Wales (1052076) and in Scotland (SC039578). 

The hunt is on... 
for Easter Eggs 
that is! 
 
Sunday 6 April  
Join us from 2-4:30pm for an afternoon of Easter 
egg hunting, games and fun activities around 
the beautiful grounds of Moggerhanger Hospice.  

Tickets are priced at £3.00 per child, and can be 
purchased in advance or on the day. Free entry for adults. 
  
All participants will take home a chocolate Easter egg! 
  
  

For more information, contact Kim 
call: 01767 642423 
email: kim.munns@sueryder.org 

continued from page 25

(www.gamlingay-pc.btck.co.uk) or our Facebook page, both of which have been skilfully set up by Leanne and is being well 
used. Everyone is very welcome at our meetings which are at 7.30pm at the Hub on the second Tuesday of every month. This is 
YOUR village, so don’t just grumble on the sidelines – get involved and tell us what you think so we can do the best job we can 
of looking after the village which we all call home.

Best wishes,
Sarah Groom
Chair of Gamlingay Parish Council
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Mediæval Banquet. Images to say a massive ‘thank you’ to all who contributed to such an unique and successful evening. 
Food, drink, carouling, music, laughter and dancing. A wonderful memory.                          Images by courtesy Tony Hurst
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PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND 
EDUCATION 
Mucky Pups Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 
940

Rainbow Preschool Julie Prior 652 157
Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 

676
Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 

491
Natalie 691 477

Care Club closed
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
First School Office 650 208
Carers Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Roy Dennis 650183
Football Club Chair: 

Brian 
Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian 
Culverhouse

651 020

Tennis Club John Gray 654 165
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church 
Hall

Kate Golding 651 215

WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George 
Village Hall

Mr Marshall 650 971

Ecohub Manager Andrea 
Hutchison

0798 0612 
077

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Hayley Parker 652 992
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gardening Club Lindy Gorton

Janet Hale 
650 581
650 794

History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Over 50’s walks
 meet at Ecohub

Miriam and Phil 
Tichner

654 891

Booklinks Fay Boissieux 0779 1145744

Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of 
Dance

Susan Lucas, 316 518

St. Neot’s Model 
Railway club

John Kneeshaw E mail: 
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com 

East Beds Model 
Railway Society

Sec: John Wakeman
wakemanpj@aol.com

Painting for Pleasure Roy Turner 650426
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

Jackie Hough 651 070

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay 
Guides

Benita Scott 650 547

1st Gamlingay 
Brownies

Jane Brown 652 997

1st Gamlingay 
Rainbows

Helen Brown 651 271

Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Beavers Angie Whiddett 

angie.whiddett@btopenworld.com

Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gamlingay 
Gransden Cubs

Barry Jefferd 261 000

Gamlingay Scouts 
Thursday

Brandon Booth  07812 
049139

b.c.booth@talk21.com
Pathfinder Scouts 
Friday

Chris Elwood 07879 
698477

Explorers Phil Wood  01480 
830 866

(all meet at Scout Hut)
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

Youth Club
Lucy Rands

07929 
453235Youth Cafe

CHURCHES
Baptist Church, 
Minister,

James Gilbert 651 519

St Mary The Virgin, 
Rector:

Steven 
Rothwell

650 568

SCHOOLS
First School Head J 

Newman
650 208

Village College Head C 
Pheysey

650 360

First School 
Association

Via school 
office

650 208

Village College 
Friends Association

Village College 650 360

Library Opening hours   
Monday 2.00pm – 8.00pm 01767 651 226
Tuesday 9.15am - 12.15pm
Wednesday 10.30am - 3.15pm Toddlers’ story time 11.15am, free drinks for pensioners from 12.15pm - 

3.15pm, free drop in computer training
Thursday 4.00pm – 7.00pm
Saturday 9.30am - 12.30pm Toddlers’ story time 10am- first Saturday of every month

Village Information
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Library Opening hours   
Monday 2.00pm – 8.00pm 01767 651 226
Tuesday 9.15am - 12.15pm
Wednesday 10.30am - 3.15pm Toddlers’ story time 11.15am, free drinks for pensioners from 12.15pm - 

3.15pm, free drop in computer training
Thursday 4.00pm – 7.00pm
Saturday 9.30am - 12.30pm Toddlers’ story time 10am- first Saturday of every month

Village Information
HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community 
Healthcare

Appointments 651 150

Child Health Clinic Meet at Hub
CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 

696650
Car Care Scheme Sue 

McPherson
07519 
493701

EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency 
Fire

01223 
376 217

Non-emergency 
Police

101

Community Police PC K 
Mahoney

PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,
Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

at ecohub clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Sarah Groom

Vice Chairman Jackie McGeady
Library Kate 

Laugharne
651 226

Forward Gamlingay Chair: 
Ian Wakeling

Hatley Parish 
Council  

Clerk:
Kim Wilde 650 596

hatley-parish-clerk@hatley.info
Chairman: M Astor
POLITICS
MP Andrew 

Lansley. 
Conservative.

01954 
212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South 
Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0345 
0450 500

Gamlingay 
Residents 
Association

Roderick Starksfield
www.facebook.com/Gamlingayresidentsassociation 

www. gamlingay-gra.org.uk
651 002

Faulty street lamps 0800 7838 
247

Cambridge County Council
Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult’s Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221
General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0845 4040506
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361

Gamlingay Writers Tracey Dawson 654 830
gamlingaywriters@gmail.com

Village Show Jan Cooper 650 178
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s 
Almshouses Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian 
Kindersley
Lawrie Edwards 
Major

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District 
Round Table

Lee Packham 
Brown

GEAG (Gamlingay 
Environmental Action 
Group)

Brycchan Carey 651 141

CFRS community 
champion

audreywilliams@lineone.net

Gamarch (gamlingay 
Archaelogical Group)

John Jenkins
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The Police
Non-emergency number:

101


