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Christmas craft fair at the hub
Sunday 17th November 2013 - for entry forms please apply to the hub

Fireworks Spectacular
Gamlingay First School Association Presents a

Tickets £3.50 in Advance (£4 on the gate)
Children 3 and Under Free

Sunday 3rd November 2013
Gamlingay Eco Hub

Gates Open @4:30pm,  Fireworks @5.30
Hot food & Refreshments

Available from Gamlingay First School, Eco Hub, 
Woodview Farm shop and Londis 

Wanted ‘Movie themed’ 

Guy Fawkes

£1 per entry      

Entries between 4:30 -5pm

Prize for Best Guy

With thanks to our 
kind sponsors

Beaver Leaders needed 
urgently

by Karen Crutchington and Martin White

Could you inspire young people to try new challenges? 
Gamlingay & Gransden Beavers are looking for new 
leaders.
We meet on Thursdays 6-7pm in Gamlingay Scout Hut ‘HQ’, Stocks 
Lane.
We are a popular group with over 25 children between 6-8 yrs old and 
many more on the waiting list.
Training will be provided by Scout Training Advisers and online 
programme. There is also support from other members of the group.

Please contact Dan: 01767 677902.
Those children enrolled for Beavers need your 
support. Without help, this unit cannot reopen.

Remembrance Sunday 2013 

Service 10th November
Gamlingay War Memorial 

10:45am.
followed by Joint Service at 

St. Mary’s 11:10am.

Could you help run a barn 
dance for charity?
We already have a venue. 

What we need is a small group 
(six to ten) of energetic people 
who can meet on a few occasions 
to organise and make decisions. 
If successful, this could become 
an annual charity event.

If you are interested or require 
more information, please contact 
Johnny Johnson on 
07840 215 098.



FRIENDS.OF. ST. MARY’S,.GAMLINGAY

CEILIDH
SAT. 23rd NOVEMBER 
at The Hub 
Doors open:  7.30 pm for 8.00 pm start 

dancing to
CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY CEILIDH BAND
and Caller

LICENSED  BAR

Tickets: £10   ( including supper) available from:
Andy Banham.... 01767  650517
Brian Jones        01767  650008
The Crafty Cupcake, Church Street
The  EcoHub,  Stocks Lane
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News from the churches

PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND 

EVERTON CUM TETWORTH
Rector: Revd Steven  
 Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller

The Rectory, Stocks Lane

11 Bunyan Close

650 568

650 779

KEY
E=Everton 

G=Gamlingay
H=Hatley St George
B=Baptist Church

Services November
3rd 4th Sunday before Advent 8am Holy Communion G

10am First Sunday Service & Baptism G
4pm Evensong E
6pm All Souls’ Service G

10th Remembrance Sunday 8am Holy Communion G

10.45am Remembrance service beginning at 
War memorial G 

10.55am Remembrance Service E
17th 2nd Sunday before Advent 9.30am Parish Eucharist G

11am Parish Eucharist E
24th Christ the King 8am Holy Communion H

9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E
6pm Evensong G

Dear Readers,

With the evenings getting darker and colder we might get lost in a sense of gloom as 
Novemer begins and points us towards a long, cold winter. November begins with 
All Souls’ Day and then Remembrance Day – both concerned with death and dying 
and so is a time for feeling sorrow and pain about those we have loved but no longer 
see.  But the observance of these two dates help us to recognise our own mortality 
and how the care and preservation of life should be a sacred duty.

At St Mary’s church we are offering a ritual to help acknowledge and express 
those feelings of loss and sadness in a service to mark All Souls’ Day, on Sunday 3 
November, in church at 6pm. It is a service to commemorate the faithful departed, to 
remember them in prayer, in lighting a candle and in silence; all are invited to come 
to this service.

A week later we will join with our friends from the Baptist church to host the 
Remembrance Day service at St Mary’s Church on Sunday 10th November. The 
continued killing of civilians and service-people in Afghanistan, in Syria, in Egypt 
and so many other war-torn places around the world indicate that remembering those 
who lost their lives in the First World War is an incentive to pay full attention to 
what is happening in the world now. 

People of faith will feel as hopeless as those with no religious affiliation when it 
comes to war – every life killed in conflict is a tragic moment in our history. As 
we gather in church to pay our respects we will also pledge to keep on praying for 
peace, to keep on hoping for change, and to keep on teaching our children that war 
has no winners, only lives lost.
 
Revd Steven Rothwell



Coffee Morning
Thursday 21st November
 (in aid of Sinai Orphanage, 
Keech Hospice & Vision Africa - 
our 2013 Charities)
10:00am until 11:30am – Why not join us 
for tea/coffee and cake?

Remembrance Sunday 2013 – 10th 
November
Gamlingay War Memorial 10:45am.
followed by Joint Service at St. Mary’s 
11:10am.

News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary Mrs Joan Oakley 01767 650069 

www.gamlingaybaptist.btck.co.uk

Church Services:
Every Sunday Morning 10:45am. (with 
J. A. M. for children)

Communion is always celebrated on the 
first Sunday of each month.

Family Service 
Sunday 24th November 10:45am. 

For Children:
J.A.M.
Every Sunday 10:45am.(apart from 
family service) 

‘Messy Church’ – fun, games, stories, 
getting messy (for children from 5 
years)
Saturday 23rd November– 2:00pm to 
4:00pm 

Weekday Meetings:
Tuesday Group 7:30pm.
Wednesday House Group 10:00am.
Thursday Bible Study 7:45pm. (Venues 
as announced)

Alpha The Alpha Course is an informal 
evening set around a meal for those who 
want to find out more about Christianity. 
You are warmly invited! Please contact 
James, our minister for details of the 
next course.

Women’s Prayer Breakfast – a time 
to share, pray and then eat together. 
Saturday 19th October at 8:00am.

Craft Group – spend time together 
working at different crafts. 
Thursday 7th November 10:00am to 
12:00 noon.

Dear Friends,

As I get older, I am increasingly surprised how quickly time is passing, it almost 
seems to be accelerating. It only seems like yesterday that we were celebrating 
the new millennium and now we are on the brink of 2014 – next year will be the 
centenary of the outbreak of the Great War (1914–1918).

This month we mark Remembrance Day, a day of commemoration and 
remembrance, but as we approach this centenary, the generation who fought the 
First World War have died and are passing into history, they were each flesh and 
blood: people who lived and breathed, laughed and loved, but for many they are now 
only names on a war memorial. I passionately believe that we must never forget the 
sacrifice of those who died, their legacy to us is the freedom we enjoy: freedom of 
speech and freedom to pursue life, happiness and fulfilment. We have so much to be 
grateful for.

In a hundred years time, I wonder who will remember us and what legacy we will 
leave? Time will pass ‘like an ever rolling stream’ and just the same, our generation 
will pass into history, I wonder how we will be remembered? Human beings desire 
to ‘make their mark’, to be remembered, to be significant, to leave a legacy and over 
the centuries, thousands of generations of people have come and gone just the same, 
each one passing into history.

Human beings might forget, but God who made us does not, Even the smallest 
sparrow doesn’t fall to the ground without God noticing, the very hairs on our 
heads are numbered by Him (Matthew 11:29). To God who made us, we are each 
unique and uniquely precious, so much so that Jesus died for us (For God so loved 
the world… – John 3:16). To God we will not only be remembered when we die, but 
He gives us the possibility of eternal life. Death is not the end: the sacrifice of Jesus 
offers an eternal future – if we would have it. 

God remembers you, God loves you and He desires that you respond to His love.
R.S.V.P.

Best Wishes
James.



Bizzy Bug Crafts
by Lis Riley

I love textiles – am totally addicted to them. The quality of the materials is key to making the hand crafted 
items I have for sale. I like the challenge of transforming materials into something that can be practical or 
just lovely and tactile. It’s fun to make a range of gift ideas that suit every pocket too. My stock includes 

individual one off pieces and small inexpensive items. So, I hope you’ll 
find something ideal for a favourite aunt or maybe that difficult Dad. Of 
course, you could just treat yourself!

There are some fabulous and 
exciting fabric designs around at 
the moment - too many to choose 
from. And the variety and textures 
of wool available makes my head 
spin. But it’s imagining what it can 
become part of and how that may 
give pleasure to someone else that 
inspires me.

Come and see what I’ve got and, if I 
don’t have just what you’re looking 
for, I’m happy to discuss your 

requirements. Recent commissions have included anything from bunting 
to waistcoats and seahorse wall hangings.

In the meantime there are fabric coil bowls, pincushions, coffee cosies, hobby horses, 
watercolours and acrylics…and lots more! 

See you at the Ecohub Christmas Craft Fair.

Christmas Craft Fair - Sunday 17th November 2013
Gamlingay Community Centre Ecohub

A sample of the craftsmanship you can expect to find there this year.



Christmas Craft Fair - Sunday 17th November 2013
Gamlingay Community Centre Ecohub

A sample of the craftsmanship you can expect to find there this year.
Imagine a Canvas 
by Amanda Denton

I am an Artist who loves to create bespoke pieces of work with a real 
difference. I use a range of media including paint, markers, fabric, 
glitter and beads to create collaged canvases - all my work is unique 
and has a personal touch.
 

As with many people this started out as a 
hobby, making canvases for friends and family 
but more people started to ask for my work, so I 
set up a Facebook Page - ‘Imagine a Canvas by 
Amanda’. 
 

I mainly create canvases to order but also really 
enjoy the community spirit of doing a craft 
stall where I am able to display a selection of 
canvases with various colours, designs and 
sizes. 

 

I also enjoy discussing requirements for personal canvases as I like 
to help people out with those gifts ideas with a difference or for 
those you have just 
simply run out of 
ideas for.
So, if you would 
like something 
creative to freshen 
up a space in 

your home, or just a different birthday or 
Christmas gift for someone special, please 
visit this year’s EcoHub Christmas Craft 
Fair to see my work.



Young People’s Recreation Area at the Eco Hub.
The Parish Council has acquired some money from the Station 
Rd. developers to build a recreation area for young people 
between the back of the Eco Hub and the skate park.  We are 
asking young people what they would like us to include in the 
plans.  Here are some suggestions that people have already 
made and a picture of a plan that was made by young people in 
the village 8 years ago. Pleas tick the ones you think are a good 
idea and add anything that we may not already have thought of. 
You can drop your response off at the Eco Hub or e mail your 
thoughts to bridget@glockling.com

Seating. What type? Stone cubes, benches, picnic tables?
Flood Lights for the skate park.
Outdoor table tennis table. How many?
Boules pitch
A performance platform or bandstand. Which would you 
prefer?
Grind bars and other street skateboarding equipment.  
What type?
Lighting set into the ground.
Large planters for flowers.
Graffiti wall. 
A youth shelter with audio connection (for I pods etc).
A dog agility area. Play equipment for dogs.
Anything else?



St. Mary’s ‘Good 
Neighbour Scheme’

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!

Scheme Co-ordinators :
Chris Martin Tel: 01767 652832   

Brenda Elcome Tel: 01767 650489

What’s on at Gamlingay 
Library Access Point
Gamlingay Library, the Ecohub, 

Tel. 01767 651226
e-mail. gamlingaylap@yahoo.com

We offer a wide range of facilities in the 
library, including:

•	 A large selection of adult fiction and 
non-fiction, including large print

•	 Younger children’s and teenage fiction 
and non-fiction

•	 Local and national newspapers and 
local information

•	 Jigsaws to borrow
•	 Printing and photocopying facilities
•	 Free internet access and wifi
•	 Children’s story time sessions
•	 Free computer instruction

Forthcoming events

 “Tracing your Family History”- various 
dates- contact library for details

Opening Hours

Monday 2 - 8pm

Tuesday 9.15 - 12.15

Wednesday 10.30- 3.15 Toddlers’ story time 11.15am
Free drinks for pensioners 12.15- 3.15
Free computer training (please book)

Thursday 4 - 7pm

Saturday 9.30 - 12.30 Toddlers’ story time 10am- first 
Saturday of every month



News from 
The Old Chapel, Green End, Gamlingay,
01767 652157  rainbow.preschool@virgin.net    www.gamlingayrainbow.co.uk

 by Catherine (Cassie) Newman

A GREAT START TO OUR 
AUTUMN TERM

WOW! A year has passed since we 
welcomed our Manager Julie Prior and 
her Deputy Suzanne Clarke where has 
that time gone? September has mainly 
been focused on settling in all our new 
starters, in addition to welcoming back 
our 17 children who have returned. We 
have also welcomed Kelly Hall our New 
Pre-School Assistant, along with new 
parents and carers. What an exciting 
time it has been.
Julie, Suzanne and Kelly have all 
been busy with the children creating 
beautiful, brightly coloured artwork; all 
of which is on display as you enter the 
setting.

 The atmosphere is electric. The 
children are happy having fun learning 
through play and developing new skills 
in a safe environment. This term the 
children have been learning about 
“Our Local Community and People 
Who Help Us”. We have visits planned 
from both the Gamlingay Fire Service 
and the East of England Ambulance 
Service. These visits will allow the 
children to ask questions, as well as 
giving them a hands-on experience 
of learning about the equipment and 
vehicles that these services use.  Katie 
from the Eco-Hub Library has visited 
the children and engaged in reading 

some fantastic stories, all of which the 
children have thoroughly enjoyed. We 
have also been very pleased with our 
weather; as this has given the children 
a great opportunity to enjoy and play 
outside in our garden. The children have 
also been learning about the current 
season “Autumn”. So a very good start 
to our Autumn Term and lot’s of lovely 
learning.

Events already in the Bag!

- BAG2SCHOOL Clothing Collection 
- this is a great fundraiser for the 
pre-school which also enables people 
to clear their homes of any unwanted 
clothing, textiles and shoes. Please 
contact Rainbow Pre-school and we will 
let you know our next collection date.

A Cake stall was held at the First 
School. Another great fundraiser of 
which we were grateful for any support 
received. We will be holding this event 
again, so please contact Rainbow Pre-
school for details.

8th October 2013 - was our AGM 
Meeting 7.30pm - Rainbow Pre-School. 
An opportunity to meet with other 
parents, staff and current committee 
members. Attending the AGM gives 
you the opportunity to stand for the new 
committee and/or vote for new members 
to join. Please consider if you or a 
family member or maybe a friend, has 

suitable knowledge and skills that the 
committee could benefit from. 

An October Open Morning was held at 
Rainbow-Pre-school. It was open to all 
parents and carers whether your child 
already attends Rainbow, or if you are 
starting to consider a future setting for 
your baby or toddler. This was a great 
opportunity to familiarise yourself with 
our staff and setting. 

Halloween Party -was held at Rainbow 
Pre-school. 

Dates for your diary
Friday 8th November 2013 - Coffee 
Afternoon 12.30pm - 2pm -Rainbow 
Pre-school. 
This now replaces parents evening. It 
proved a huge success last year. It’s 
more relaxed and a great way for you to 
look at your child’s journal, speak with 
Julie, Suzanne and Kelly regarding your 
child and how they have settled, whilst 
enjoying a coffee and familiarising 
yourself with our pre-school. This is a 
great opportunity for you to meet other 
parents / carers especially if you are new 
to the village.

Monday 16th December 2013 - 
Christmas Nativity (tissues at the 
ready! Especially if it’s your child’s first 
nativity) a very memorable occasion and 
we love the support of parents and /or 
carers).

Friday 20th December 2013 - Christmas 
Party. A  really lovely way for the 
children to finish 2013.

FOSTERING RELATIONSHIPS

Rainbow Pre-school is generally very 
keen to foster a good relationship with 
parents/ careers of our pre-schoolers 
and often also to include the wider 
community. Often individuals are very 
keen to help out and are not sure how 
to. So if you have a spare 5 minutes 
and want to come and meet some new 
people and utilise your time, please step 
forward. If you are new to the area it’s a 
great way to meet new friends and join 
in. We need you to help Rainbow to be 



News from 
The Old Chapel, Green End, Gamlingay,
01767 652157  rainbow.preschool@virgin.net    www.gamlingayrainbow.co.uk

SOUP LUNCHES

The Soup Lunches in St. Mary’s Church Hall continue to be held on the
4th Wednesday of each month starting at 12:30pm.

Come and support this worthy cause and, for £5, enjoy home-made soup, bread 
and puddings followed by tea or coffee. 

the best it can be. So come on everyone 
let’s all get involved. 

NEW STARTER CHILDREN

All our new starters have been very 
good and are already starting to make 
new friends and feel relaxed in their new 
environment. Starting Pre-school is a 
big deal especially when you are young 
and have possibly only been in your 
home setting. The start of pre-school is 
a milestone that’s often anticipated with 
great excitement and joy. But with it can 
come tears and uncertainty, from both 
parents and children. For the children 
they have no idea what to expect; for 
the past 2 years they have spent time 
learning the rules and routines of family 
life or an alternative setting. For the 
parents, their main source of anxiety is 
separation and wondering if their child 
feels worried, anxious, happy or sad. 
The best way to conquer all fears is by 
dealing with the situation head on. Julie, 
Suzanne and Kelly are all on hand to 

have a friendly chat with you should 
you have any questions or concerns 
regarding your child at pre-school. 
Also our communication books are a 
great tool to use on a daily basis. So a 
BIG well done to all our new starters at 
Rainbow Pre-school, we are sure you 
will have lots of fun and make some 
very happy memories.

FINALLY A BIG THANK YOU

To all our supporters, parents and 
or / carers that visited our stall at 
the Gamlingay Show. Another great 
fundraiser, thank you for supporting 
us. We raised a whopping £190.00 
proceeds of which will go towards our 
new outside  play equipment. We are 
continuing to raise funds for this. As a 
charitable organisation, we heavily rely 
on the support of our local community 
and businesses. 



A Wash Out - by Tony Woodall

My thoughts are divergent
On comparing detergent
When washing my pieces of cloth.

With hot water and soap
I always could cope.
Except with the holes left by moth.

But on the hardness of water
My knowledge is shorter
And my baths are all treated with salt.

When it comes to distilled
I’m completely unskilled.
Any hardness just isn’t my fault.

To make things less bad
Are the powders I add
Or the tablets done up in their net…

Oh! Bring back the tub
And the board where I’d scrub,
Keep it simple, just green soap and wet.

I feel I must flee
For a nice cup of tea
And leave off from telling this tale.

So thirsty I am.
But what’s this?
Oh, damn!
The kettle’s all bunged up with scale!!

2013 Christmas Tree Festival
IT’S BACK

and it’s going to be 
BIGGER and BETTER!

Calling all Schools, Clubs, 
Societies, 

Businesses, Pubs, Families, 
Individuals, Groups etc…. in 

fact anyone can enter!
Where: St Mary’s Church Gamlingay 
 
When:  
Saturday 7th 10am to 4pm
Sunday 8th December 2013 
11am to 4pm
To book your space please call Phil
on 07957 472907 or email
phil@a-b-s.biz and leave your  
contact details 

Full programme of events



Gamlingay Social Club
16 Waresley Rd
Gamlingay
Tel:  01767 651775

COME AND TRY THE CLUB AND SEE IF YOU LIKE IT

FREE DRAW for all SATURDAY OCTOBER 26th 2013

Simply cut this advert out of the gazette, fill in your name and address and 
drop it in the free draw box on the bar in the club during normal opening hours.

Various Prizes, from FREE PARTY VENUE*, FREE MEMBERSHIPS, FREE 
DRINKS VOUCHERS, CASH PRIZES etc

Any Non Member dropping this ADVERT into the club will be offered a FREE 1 
Month Membership to try out the club .

The club is family friendly and welcomes new members at any time.

NAME:................................................................................................................

ADDRESS:.........................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................... 

Contact Tel No:..................................................................................................

.
Email Address:....................................................................

*Club Rules Apply





ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL
The Emplins, Gamlingay

Now available on Saturday mornings
Ideal for dancing classes, children’s 

clubs etc.

£10 per hour
Please contact: Kate Golding

Tel:  01767 - 651215
E-mail: kategolding@tiscali.co.uk

Hatley village hall 
is available for general hiring every day 

8.30am to 12 midnight  

Full details can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or ring 
Michael Marshall on 01767 650971 or 
email  mick_marshall@hotmail.co.uk
 

Basic hire charges per hour are  £7.50 
residents/£10.00 others and it can cater 

for 85 
seated 
or 120 
standing.

GAMLINGAY YOUTH 
NIGHT IS THURSDAY 

NIGHT!
Now running at

Ecohub
GAMLINGAY 

 

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CAFÉ
5.30pm to 7.15pm
School years 5 to 8

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CLUB
7.30pm to 9.15pm

School years 8 to 11

Run by Lucy Rands

NEWS FROM SUNSHINE 
PRESCHOOL

WI Hall, Waresley Road, Gamlingay, Phone: 07703 770676
Email: sunshinepreschool@btinternet.com , 

Website: www.sunshine-gamlingay.ik.org

 We’ve started our Autumn term with a topic based around ‘Percy The Park 
Keeper’. This is to help the children learn about the seasons and understand 
the concept of change. The hall is decorated with autumnal colours and art 
work by the children.

The children helped to prepare the garden for the winter, digging up their 
vegetable patch and talking about what they’d found, potatoes, carrots along 
the wildlife within the garden. It will soon be time for the children to put some 
food on their bird table for the birds, they enjoy noticing them enjoying their 
snacks by the windows.

The children have been doing many baking activities, with cooking becoming a 
part of their learning and weekly routine, parents have been enjoying the fruit 
crumbles, biscuits and cakes coming home. 

The Halloween Disco was a great success, thank you to all those who came 
along. We have many plans in place for a fantastic Christmas Fayre scheduled. 
We welcome you to join us for some festive fun, keep your eyes peeled for the 
date to be announced soon.

Thank you to all those who donated Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers, Your 
generosity allowed us to order a Games Centre and Pop Up Target Centre, 
Balls and Beanbags and some Stampabouts which are very popular with the 
children. We also have some arrows that are helping to teach the children 
direction  and using them as part of games.

We will be at the Eco Hub Christmas Fayre on Sunday 17th November, come 
on along with the family and see us for some Christmas craft fun!



‘Men in Green’ the background
by Ann Markwell

My uncle, who fought the Japanese in Burma (Now called Myanmar) during 
WWII, was one of the fortunate survivors of that savage conflict. He came home 
suffering with Malaria but started work, married soon after, and never let his 
illness get him down. He just kept taking his medicine and managed to live with 
it until he was in his nineties.

Before he died he sent me transcripts of his wartime experiences, which I 
recently published as ‘Men in Green’, in his memory, and to remind people of 
the awful sufferings of the ‘Forgotten Army’. To this day these men and their war 
are still forgotten. What has happened to VJ Day? This should be marked on 15th 
August but nothing is mentioned by the media and the younger generation seem 
unaware of the sacrifices made.

Many of these brave soldiers who did survive had horrific experiences, recounted 
in the book, which haunted them until the day they died. 

‘Men in Green’
A true story of one man’s 
experiences fighting the 
Japanese in Burma during World 
War II.

Available through Amazon and 
on Kindle.

Author:  Ann Markwell

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come and hear Cambridge-based poet, singer/songwriter, 
lecturer and Chaplain, Malcolm Guite read excerpts from his new 
poetry book THE SINGING BOWL, featuring his specially written 

poem about Hatley St George church. Enigmatic and 
entertaining, Malcolm lectures widely on poetry and theology in 

the UK and the US. 
 
 

Tickets £6.00, children under 16 £3, includes a glass of wine or soft 
drink from Hatley Post Office, Philippa Pearson 651253 or on the door. 

MALCOLM GUITE POETRY BOOK LAUNCH

HATLEY ST GEORGE CHURCH
FRIDAY, 29TH NOVEMBER, 7.30PM



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 





The Gamlingay Show 2013

Another successful Gamlingay Show 
is over! Despite the overcast weather, 
the show was well supported by both 
our local community and visitors from 
near and far. They were able to enjoy the 
arena events, sample the wide variety of 
refreshments and visit all the side shows 
and stalls run by craftsmen and local 
village organisations. We welcomed 
back Jezzo as our MC and what an 
amazing job he did in introducing all 
our arena performers, promoting all the 
other activities happening at the show 
and then entertaining the crowds with 
a fantastic magic show. Some people 
enjoyed the Zumba demonstration so 
much they were motivated to join in! 
The Zorbs were a new and popular 
attraction as were the reptiles and 
insects brought by Safari Stu. The 
classic cars and motorbikes attracted the 
usual attention from devotees and the 
‘tractor boys and girls’, who support us 
year after year, were out in force. 

The small committee spend all year 
planning and organising this annual 
event but the show could not happen 
without the help and support of our 
friends who turn up on Friday evening 
and at unearthly hours on Saturday 
morning to help set up and then stay 
behind afterwards to help to clear away 
- many thanks to them all.
Our Rangers and their leaders helped on 
the gate as usual and other volunteers 
helped in so many ways. We would 
especially like to thank again our hero, 
Paul Busby, who brought along his 
tractor and trailer to remove and return 
all the tables and chairs which had to be 
brought out of storage.

The competition entries, despite being 
down in numbers from last year, showed 
off many different talents and earned 
many compliments. Why don’t you 
enter next year? Special thanks to Julia 
Richardson and Gwyn Williams who 
sat for hours, painstakingly writing 
out the certificates. The results of the 
competition classes can be found within 
this edition.

We are also very grateful to Lovetts 
Residential for sponsoring the raffle, 
to The Cock, The Cutting Mill and the 
Hub for selling tickets prior to the Show 
and to the donors of the fantastic raffle 
prizes:

Ann Kirby, Anna’s Flowers, Bedfordshire Growers Ltd, Gamlingay Players, 
Huntingdon Racecourse, J Edward Bradshawe – Atcomputers, Joan Dennis, 
Mantles, Merton College, R&H Wale Ltd, St Neots Leisure Centre, Tesco, 
The Cock Inn, The Co-op, Waresley Park Garden Centre, Woburn Safari Park, 
Woodview Farm Shop, 

The office staff at the First School, the Village College and the Pre-schools and 
Nurseries have been a great help in sending out schedules to their pupils and the 
Gazette has been as supportive as ever.  We are very grateful to the Londis Store and 
the Eco-hub for acting as other collection points for the competition entries.
Final thanks go to the Village College for allowing us to use the school site and to 
Trevor for all the help he gave us both before and on the day!

The list of beneficiaries from this year’s show will be in next month’s Gazette.
If you would like to join our committee, or have any suggestions for competition 
classes or ways we can improve next year’s show, then please contact us at:
gamlingay_show@yahoo.co.uk
See you next year on 20th September 2014!



GAMLINGAY SHOW 2013 RESULTS 1st B 3rd
Highly
Commended

ADULT CLASSES

Section1 - Vegetables
1A 6 Runner Beans D. Lenton D. Inwood L. Bailey
1B 3 Root vegetables with 3” stalks D. Lenton P. Hannah D. Lenton
1C 5 Tomatoes (any type) D. Lenton D. Lenton A. Hardy
1D 3 Potatoes D. Lenton D. Jones P. Hannah
1E Collection of 3 different vegetables – (2) D. Lenton L. Bailey M. Allen
1F Heaviest vegetable D. Jones D. Jones P. Hannah
1G Longest runner bean D. Jones D. Lenton M. Giles
1H Funniest shaped vegetable D. Lenton E. Dear D. Kubaszewski
1I Bunch of 3 different culinary herbs C. Twydell D. Lenton A. Williams
Best in Veg section- D. Lenton

Section 2 – Fruit
2A 5 Eating Apples D. Lenton R. Sewell D. Lenton
2B 5 Other Fruit D. Lenton D. Lenton R. Sewell

Section 3 – Flowers
3A Any 5 garden blooms D. Lenton D. Lenton
3B A flower arrangement for a table C. Lake R. Hammond
3C A flower or spray on a single stem D. Lenton D. Lenton D. Lenton

 Section 4 – Pot Plants
4A A flowering or fruiting pot plant D. Lenton C. Rhoden D. Lenton
4B A foliage pot plant D. Lenton D. Lenton C. Rhoden
Best in Flower section – C. Lake

Section 5 – Art
5A A pencil sketch E. Wyatt J. Fisher S. Izzard M. Giles
5B A painting in any medium G. Pope S. Izzard J. Bygraves M. Giles
5C A painting in watercolour G. Pope J. Bygraves M. Giles C. Lake
5D A homemade card M. Halliday C. Titmus M. Halliday
5E          An original poem C. Lake

Section 6 – Crafts
6A A knitted article S. Wyatt C. Lake C. Powell V. Swannell
6B A piece of cross-stitch L. Pilkington R. Day M. Halliday
6C A piece of lace K. Palmer K. Palmer K. Palmer
6D A piece of any other craft J. Cooper M. Giles E. Knibbs L. Hughes

Section 7 – Photography
7A Holidays C. Rhoden D. Wager D. Rhoden N. Patrick
7B Sunrise or sunset J. Arnold S. Fisher N. Patrick
7C Weather C. Morgan C. Morgan J. Arnold D. Rhoden
7D Children F. Richardson C. Morgan D. Wager C. Rhoden
7E Nature G. Williams N. Patrick D. Wager J. Richardson
7F Humorous C. Morgan C. Morgan C. Morgan D. Rhoden
7G Animals G. Williams N. Patrick G. Williams C. Morgan



7H Buildings N. Patrick N. Patrick C. Morgan C. Morgan
7I People A. Inwood D. Rhoden N. Patrick N. Patrick x2
7J  Gamlingay G. Williams G. Williams J. Arnold A. Inwood

Section 8 - Homemade produce
8A A jar of jam (any fruit) A. Williams M. Halliday C. Lake M. Giles
8B A jar of marmalade (fresh fruit) C. Lake K. Laugharne
8C A jar of chutney O. Sewell M. Giles M. Halliday A. Williams
8D A jar of lemon curd V. Huckle M. Halliday
8E Fruit cake A. Hannah H. Cranwell
8F 1 undecorated Victoria sandwich J. Dix A. Hannah R. Richardson D. Jones
8 G A chocolate cake H. Misseldine A. Hannah E. Morrow
8H 6 scones (any type) A. Stickley A. Hannah J. Dix E. Huckle
8I Plate fruit pie with homemade pastry D. Inwood C. Lake V. Huckle
8J A plate of sausage rolls H. Morrow D. Inwood
8K          Bottle of homebrew (any type) M. Halliday S. Laugharne J. Barker M. Halliday

CHILDREN’S CLASSES 1st 2nd 3rd
Highly
Commended

Section 9 – Under 3’s
9A A decorated pebble B. Rhoden F. Ducker
9B A painting F. Ducker B, Rhoden
9C A gingerbread person B, Rhoden B. Rhoden B. Rhoden

Section 10 – Pre-school & Reception
10A A decorated paper pebble T. Hardy G. Ducker C. Rhoden
10B A painting C. Rhoden T. Hardy G. Ducker
10C A junk model C. Rhoden C. Rhoden T. Hardy
10D 6 decorated fairy cakes H. Bainbridge C. Rhoden L. Drew

Section 11 – Year 1 & Year 2
11A A cress head Z. Wright A. Pilkington A. Pilkington
11B A coloured drawing or painting M. Smith A. Pilkington E. Watts P. Hannah

11C        A decorated cake -cake homemade/bought L. Bailey M. Smith A. Pilkington
P. Hannah &
I. Millard

11D A garden in a seed tray (approx 35X25cm) A. Pilkington P. Hannah
11E A Lego model Z. Wright A. Pilkington O. Richardson

Section 12 – Year 3 & Year 4

12A A drawing or painting T. Rhoden N. Higgins G. Hannah
A. Wright & 
H. Bailey

12B A junk model T. Rhoden A. Wright C. Fisher
12C A Lego model T. Pilkington A. Cox A. Wright
12D A garden in a seed tray (approx 35X25cm) J. Rhoden H. Bailey T. Pilkington
12E A piece of craft work M. Stanley A. Wright G. Hannah M. Drew

Section 13 – Year 5 to Year 8
13A Design sports kit I. Pilkington L. Richardson K. Richardson
13B A coloured drawing or painting L. Higgins L. Richardson
13C Design a mobile phone case K. Richardson
13D An original scary story (max 500 words) K. Richardson



13E A piece of craft work K. Welton C. Rhoden L. Lorne I. Pilkington

Section 14 – Children’s Cookery (Any age)
14A 1 Victoria sandwich K. Davis M. Pateman I. Pilkington J. Rhoden
14B 6 decorated cupcakes P. Hannah G. Hannah K. Davis M. Pateman
14C 6 chocolate brownies L & N Higgins C. Dix K. Davis
14D 6 scones of your choice B. Rhoden M. Pateman

Section 15 – Children’s Photography (Any age)
15A Humorous
15B Weather T. Rhoden
15C Pets T. Rhoden T. Rhoden M. Pateman
15D Holidays C. Rhoden T. Rhoden T. Rhoden J. Rhoden

Adult Winner: Dave Lenton
Children’s Winner: Trystan Rhoden

Many thanks to everyone who entered and congratulations to those whose entries were placed!



On Monday 30th September 
Gamlingay First School launched our 
Comenius Project. 
We are linked with five other schools 
from all around Europe. Our link schools 
are in Italy, Finland, France,  Austria and 
Ireland.
Over the course of the next two years 
staff at the First School will visit all of 
our link schools as well as hosting staff 
from the five other schools. The school 
has been awarded a significant grant 
by the British Council to enable this to 
happen.
We will learn about the traditions of the 
other countries involved, such as sports, 
art, music, cookery, literature, history, 
poetry, legends and national heroes. We 
will encourage the children to appreciate 
the similarities and differences between 
us and our partner schools.
Through the project children will learn 
about the geography of their local area 
and their partner schools. 
We hope we will instil in our children a 
sense of common values and friendship 
inherent in the wider European 
community. 
We plan to keep parents, children and 
the wider community aware of what we 
are doing by posting information on the 
international tab on our website.
We had a fantastic day and were 
delighted that the Year 5s from the 
Village College were able to come down 
for the day to help us launch the project.  
We tasted food from our link countries, 
learnt to count, sang songs, made flags 
and retold traditional tales and put up 
displays about our countries. All of this 
in just one day! 
Thank you to those parents who came at 
the end of the day to help us celebrate.

N
ew

 Foundation Stage m
aking leaning tow

er of Pisa

Foundation children 
making pizza

GamlinGay First school
Comelius Project

by Jonathan Newman
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http://gamarchcambs.wordpress.com/
by John Jenkins and Kirstin Rayner

What a busy Summer we have had! 
Our last report in the September 
edition summarised our finds morning 
and test pit activities we held during 
July. Our August meeting was 
somewhat curtailed due to the very 
high temperatures, but we had a very 
interesting talk by Peter Dight on 
responsible metal detecting which was 
very interesting.
 At our September meeting we 
received a report on our finances from 
the Forward Gamlingay! accountant. 
We have introduced a £10 per annum 
membership fee for all full members 
to cover the meeting room and 
annual insurance costs. Temporary 
membership of £2 is available for 
anyone who wants to be involved in 
a specific project or specific training 
event. We agreed to field walk a site on 
The Heath and prioritise a project in 
the Hatleys in Summer 2014.
 We arranged a stall and 
display about St Marys Field and the 
Tithe Barn for the Village Show, and 
had a chat about what we’ve found so 
far and listened to what visitors had 
found in their gardens and out walking 
nearby. 
 On Saturday 14th September 
we commenced a large field walking 
exercise on the Avennells Manor 
field adjacent to Dutter End, with 
permission from the landowner and 
tenant farmer. We are currently 
collating the results, and finds 
washing, and will be able to report on 
this further later in the year. We hope 
to complete the exercise next year (it’s 
a big field!) and write a report about 
what we have found out. Thanks to 
Mike Collins who organised the event 
so efficiently, and conducted the first 
independent GamArch project.
 You may have seen us behind 
muddy piles of earth on St Marys 
Field on 25th to 27th September. We 
were helping Archaeologists from 
Oxford Archaeology (East) who were 
commissioned by the Parish Council 
to undertake exploration of the field. 
The Council would like to provide a 
new cemetery on the site, and needed 

to understand the archaeology, prior 
to making a Planning Application for 
the site. Group members thoroughly 
enjoyed proper trench works, and 
learned a great deal from working side 
by side with the professionals. Thanks 
to Rob Atkins, Tam and Jemima 
Wolverton  (Jigsaw Community 
Archaeologist)who answered all of 
our questions. The group comprised 
John Jenkins, Christine Colby, Betty 
Dempsey, Brian Perry and Kirstin 
Rayner.
 We will report further on our 
findings in a future edition. Work is 
progressing on routes for the Heritage 
Walk and the information for the 
signboards- we will be involved in the 
Open Day planned for Spring 2014-
more to follow.
 If you are interested in 
learning more, please come along to 
our meetings which are on the first 
Thursday of the month –November 
7th, December 5th, January 9th 2014 
at the WI Hall starting at 7.30pm. 
All Welcome! Further information, 
please contact Kirstin Rayner 
on (01767)650310 email clerk@
gamlingay-pc.gov.uk

News from 

Gamlingay & District 
History Society,

by Peter Wright.

The Societies new season began well 
with a lecture from social historian and 
researcher Ian Waller, who spoke at 
our September meeting on the situation 
in the UK before, during and after the 
First World War. This stimulating talk 
prompted some debate afterwards, as 
there were parallels to be drawn be-
tween the treatment of servicemen after 
WW1, and the treatment of ex service 
personnel today.

The same week, the Society displayed 
at the Village Show, which once again, 
was a great success. Many thanks to the 
Village Show committee for their hard 
work in putting on this special day.

The next meeting will be at 7.30pm 
in room 2 at the Village College 
on Monday November 11th, when 
Eleanor Jack will give a talk entitled 
‘ Humphrey Repton’s Red Book of 
Waresley Park’, and we meet again 
on December 9th at the same time and 
location for our Christmas Social and 
archive evening. 

These functions are free to Society 
members, but visitors are always 
welcome, at £3.00 on the door. 
Take a look at our website, www.
gamlingayhistory.co.uk, or our sister 
website, www.gamlingayphotos.co.uk, 
to find out more about us and the 
history of our village.
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Incorporating Biggleswade and Sandy Lions Club Welfare Fund, Registered Charity No  1049281 

Meetings held on first and third Wednesday of each month at 8 pm at the Conservative Club, St Andrew's St., Biggleswade, Beds. 

All visitors are most welcome.

      
Biggleswade Sandy Lions Club 
A member of Lions International, the largest voluntary service organisation in the world.

THEY STRUCK GOLD 

Lynn Walker, President of Biggleswade Sandy Lions was delighted to present Young 
Leaders In Service (YLIS) Gold Seal Awards to Jamie Bate of the 1st Sandy Scout Group, 
and Biggleswade Sea Cadets Charlotte Warren, Toby Simpson, Matthew Wallace and 
Joshua Warburton, who have all completed well over the 100 hours community service in the 
12 month period needed to qualify.  Lynn offered them the Club’s heartiest congratulations. 

These are the first five winners of this Lions Clubs International project which the Club 
started sponsoring last year and there are more to follow.  Each also received a personal 
letter of thanks from Lions Clubs International Past President Wayne A Madden, in which he 
said, “through your hours of service you have exemplified the true spirit of Lionism by making 
your community a better place to live”, adding “I join your local Lions Club in commending 
you for accepting the challenge of community service.”

This ongoing project is aimed at encouraging young people between the ages of 11 and 18 
to provide service to their community and to recognise their achievements.  Besides the Gold 
Award, There is a Silver Award for those achieving 50 hours of service over a year.  A simple 
log book is maintained and the qualifying year can start at any time.  There are 10 categories 
of service – service to the elderly, to children, to parents or family, for the homeless/hungry, 
safety training, education, environment, public health, taking a leaders role and helping 
Lions. 

At present there are another 10 young people completing their 12 month log books and we 
are always looking for more.  To young people in the age range we say, “why not have a go?”
To parents and youth leaders – do you know of someone who would qualify – why not 
encourage them to take part? 

For more information about this continuing project, call Roger Wolburn on 01462 814967 or 
call the club number 0845 833 9749.  Our website www.biggleswadesandylions.org.uk will 
tell you all you need to know about Biggleswade Sandy Lions.  Do have a look – maybe you 
would like to join us – you’ll be very welcome. 

YLIS  -  LOOKING FOR GOLD DIGGERS 

GAMLINGAY 
GRIFFINS CC 
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Gamlingay Griffins CC make the most of Summers’ 
resurgence

by Neil Vose

By the time you read this, the clock will have gone back. Potentially bad news for 
regular cyclists but not for Gamlingay Griffins CC (GGCC). The wheels keep riding 
onwards for us despite the oncoming darkness! 

We have had a number of firsts’ recently: 

(1) cycling as a GGCC team in the local St Neots Sportive on 6th October
(2) establishing a weekly Sunday ride with growing numbers riding, riding plus 75Kms
(3) commencing a weekly midweek ride over 30Kms 
(4) starting  ‘B’ shorter ride on Sundays <30Kms



GREEN  from Roderick Starksfield
Checking out at the store, the young 
cashier suggested to the older woman, 
that she should bring her own grocery 
bags because plastic bags weren’t good 
for the environment.  
 
The woman apologized and explained, 
“We didn’t have this green thing back 
in my earlier days.” The young clerk 
responded, “That’s our problem today. 
Your generation did not care enough 
to save our environment for future 
generations.”  
 
She was right -- our generation didn’t 
have the green thing in its day.  
 
Back then, we returned milk bottles, 
soda bottles and beer bottles to the store. 
The store sent them back to the plant to 
be washed and sterilized and refilled, so 
it could use the same bottles over and 
over. So they really were truly recycled. 
But we didn’t have the green thing back 
in our day.  
 
Grocery stores bagged our groceries 
in brown paper bags, that we reused 
for numerous things, most memorable 
besides household garbage bags, was 
the use of brown paper bags as book 
covers for our schoolbooks. This was to 
ensure that public property, (the books 
provided for our use by the school) was 
not defaced by our scribbling’s. Then we 
were able to personalize our books on 
the brown paper bags. But too bad we 
didn’t do the green thing back then.  
 
We walked up stairs, because we 
didn’t have an escalator in every store 
and office building. We walked to the 
grocery store and didn’t climb into a 
300-horsepower machine every time we 
had to go two blocks. But she was right. 
We didn’t have the green thing in our 
day.  
 
Back then, we washed the baby’s diapers 
because we didn’t have the throwaway 
kind. We dried clothes on a line, not in 
an energy-gobbling machine burning up 
220 volts -- wind and solar power really 
did dry our clothes back in our early 
days. Kids got hand-me-down clothes 
from their brothers or sisters, not always 
brand-new clothing. But that young lady 
is right; we didn’t have the green thing 
back in our day.  
 
Back then, we had one TV, or radio, in 
the house -- not a TV in every room. And 

the TV had a small screen the size of a 
handkerchief (remember them?), not a 
screen the size of the state of Montana.  
 
In the kitchen, we blended and stirred 
by hand because we didn’t have electric 
machines to do everything for us. When 
we packaged a fragile item to send 
in the mail, we used wadded up old 
newspapers to cushion it, not Styrofoam 
or plastic bubble wrap.  
 
Back then, we didn’t fire up an engine 
and burn gasoline just to cut the lawn. 
We used a push mower that ran on 
human power. We exercised by working 
so we didn’t need to go to a health club 
to run on treadmills that operate on 
electricity. But she’s right; we didn’t 
have the green thing back then.  
 
We drank from a fountain when we 
were thirsty instead of using a cup or a 
plastic bottle every time we had a drink 
of water. We refilled writing pens with 
ink instead of buying a new pen, and 
we replaced the razor blades in a razor 
instead of throwing away the whole 
razor just because the blade got dull. But 
we didn’t have the green thing back then.  
 
Back then, people took the streetcar 
or a bus and kids rode their bikes to 
school or walked instead of turning their 
moms into a 24-hour taxi service. We 
had one electrical outlet in a room, not 
an entire bank of sockets to power a 
dozen appliances. And we didn’t need a 
computerized gadget to receive a signal 
beamed from satellites 23,000 miles 
out in space in order to find the nearest 
burger joint.  
 
But isn’t it sad the current generation 
laments how wasteful we old folks were 
just because we didn’t have the green 
thing back then?

FOUND ON FACEBOOK

An Elementary School Teacher had 
twenty-six students in her class. She 
presented each child in her classroom 
the 1st half of a well-known proverb 
and asked them to come up with the 
remainder of the proverb. It’s hard to 
believe these were actually done by first 
graders. 
 
Their insight may surprise you. 
While reading, keep in mind that these 
are first-graders, 6-year-olds, because the 
last one is a classic!  

Don’t change horses until they stop 
running. 

Strike while the bug is close. 

It’s always darkest before Daylight 
Saving Time. 

Never underestimate the power of 
termites. 

You can lead a horse to water but how? 

. Don’t bite the hand that looks dirty. 

. No news is  impossible.

. A miss is as good as a Mr. 

You can’t teach an old dog new math. 

If you lie down with dogs, you’ll stink in 
the morning. 

Love all, trust  me. 

The pen is mightier than the pigs. 

An idle mind is the best way to relax. 

Where there’s smoke there’s pollution. 

Happy the bride who gets all the 
presents. 

A penny saved is not much. 

 Two’s company, three’s the Musketeers. 

Don’t put off till tomorrow what you put 
on to go to bed. 

Laugh and the whole world laughs with 
you, cry and you have to blow your nose. 

There are none so blind as Stevie 
Wonder. 

Children should be seen and not spanked 
or grounded.

If at first you don’t succeed get new 
batteries. 

You get out of something only what you 
see in the picture on the box. 

When the blind lead the blind get out of 
the way. 

A bird in the hand is going to poop on 
you. 
 and   Better late than pregnant.



Gamlingay & District Writers’ Group
by Tracey Dawson

 01767 654 830 gamlingaywriters@gmail.com

continued from page 25

GGCC has continued to enjoy the 
(mostly) dry weather with outings each 
Sunday morning. We are fast building 
a portfolio of interesting local routes, 
which range in all directions from the 
village and avoid the busier roads of 
the region. As an added challenge most 
include at least one of the local hills, 
thanks to Gamlingay being at the most 
undulating corner of Cambridgeshire 
. It didn’t take long for us to conquer 
the highest point in the county at Great 
Chishill – not exactly an Alp, but we work 
with what we have!  Numbers have not 
been hugely strong so far – although this 
is more than made-up for with willing. A 
big well-done to those that have joined 
in.
 
Sundays have become the dependable 
regular ride-out, but we’ve also had an 
ad-hoc approach to mid-week rides, 
with some success. Several of us have 
been able to take advantage of good 
weather either during lunch-times, or 
early evening, fitting in whatever we can 
during the available time.
 
Our aim is to develop an all-inclusive 
club and have a good number of riders 
of all abilities coming along each Sunday 
for longer/faster, shorter/slower and off-
road/MTB rides. Despite this a lot of our 
conversations during rides have focused 
mainly on the social side of things as 
we pass suitable cycling entertainment 
establishments (pubs), highlighting that 
we’ve yet to have an inaugural dinner!
 
Thankfully our followers are growing, 
and as we head into winter, our Facebook 
page will continue to post updates (www.
facebook.com/gamlingaygriffinscycling). 
We hope to have some kit available in 
the coming months, which will really 
put GGCC on the cycling map and make 
club riders instantly recognisable.  Please 
feel free to contact us there if you are 
interested in joining in.  

We are a new club and survive on the 
support of the community. We are hoping 
to incorporate soon into GB Cycling but 
this is only possible with a certain level of 
interest. Anyone keen to be involved or 
sponsor us please get in touch.

GAMLINGAY 
GRIFFINS CC 
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A good meeting, with lots of stories and 
a new member.

1. Introductions
We had a new member to welcome 
this month.  We hope you enjoyed the 
meeting and will join us again.

2. Review of Targets
Our target is still the same – to stick 
more closely to the monthly themes.  
We definitely achieved it this month as 
we had an abundance of onion-related 
stories!

3. Competition News
The Chair entered Novel No 5 in a 
‘First Chapter’competition...and won.  
Read her entry here: http://www.
writersbillboard.net/firstchaptercomp.
html 

4. Other News
Writers’ retreat – Lez is organising 
a yoga retreat for March 2014.  Find 
details here: http://www.lezgrayyoga.
co.uk 

Joint meeting with Letchworth 
Writers’ Group – we are having a joint 
meeting with Letchworth writers’ group 
to broaden our horizons.  Hopefully we 
will all find it inspiring to meet with 
other writers.  The Letchworth group 
also reads out their work on the night, 
so we will see how brave we are!

5. Discussion of Work
This month’s theme was ‘Onions’, and 

we had some really inventive uses of the 
theme!  We learned more about onions, 
as well as discovering that they have 101 
literary uses.

It was noticeably quiet this month.  The 
idea of having a deadline a week before 
the meeting is so that we all have time 
to read each others’ work and come 
prepared with comments.  One benefit of 
the Letchworth method is that it means 
no-one has to do any homework, so 
perhaps we should think about adopting 
it ourselves.

6. Aims for the coming month
The topic for Tuesday 5th November is 
Diary.  Can you tell a tale in the format 
of a diary, blog or series of emails?  Is 
it easier or harder than writing in your 
usual style?  The only way to find out is 
to give it a go.

There is no deadline!  So please 
procrastinate to your heart’s content (as 
long as you have something to read at the 
meeting).

7. Joining the Group
If anyone wants to join us, they 
would be more than welcome.  We 
cater for all standards of writer from 
complete beginners to published 
novelists.  Contact Tracey Dawson 
on 01767 654830 for details, or email 
gamlingaywriters@gmail.com . Or see 
our website – www.gamlingaywriters.
weebly.com.

A Fabrication

It’s one of Nature’s greater finds
That fibres come in different kinds.
The natural ones were used at first
From cotton plants when seedpods 
burst,
And fleeces warm and soft and deep
Were carried on the backs of sheep.

And then a different kind of thread
Made by the silkworm for his bed.
But after years of trial and woe
Man decided to have a go.
Mixing chemicals to make a juice
He produced a lot that were no use.

But just sometimes a mix would bring
Results like nylon and viscose string.
Acetates, acrylic and esters too
Are now weaved up to cover you.
Used for fashion, sports aquatic,
Though some can give you shocks of 
“static”.

Some won’t crease and some won’t burn
At times it’s difficult to discern
When to drip dry, when to iron -
Just label diagrams to rely on.
It’s all unravelling in my head.
I’ll stop before I lose the thread 

Tony Woodall



Guess what?   The Players last 
performed this play 20 years ago in 
October 1993!  

Jack Worthing lives in a country house 
with his ward Cecily. To escape from 
his respectable country existence he 
has invented a rebellious brother called 
Ernest whom he has to regularly go 
and visit/help out in town! However on 
his trips to town he adopts the name 
Ernest and lives the carefree life of the 
imaginary brother. During his life in 
town he meets Gwendolyn and wins her 
hand.  Unfortunately she declares that 
the main attraction is his (false) name 

Ernest! This confusion is increased 
when Jacks best friend Algernon, turns 
up at his country home pretending to be 
the rogue brother ‘Ernest’ only to find 
that Cecily has been holding a secret 
flame for ‘Ernest’ because she is thrilled 
by the tales she has heard about him! 
Too many ‘Ernest’s’!! 

Tickets on sale from the from our usual 
box offices –The Cutting Mill, The Hub 
and The Bargain Box – and of course 
on-line at www.gamlingay players.
co.uk.



 CALLING ALL ANIMAL LOVERS!  

Next summer St. Mary’s Church Gamlingay will be 
holding a PET SERVICE

As part of the service we would like to be able to honour some of those 
wonderful animals who transform the lives of their owners.  If you know of 
anyone, living fairly locally, with a Guide Dog, a Hearing Dog, a Dog for the 
Disabled, a PAT dog or cat, a Police dog or any other specially trained animal, 
we would love to invite them to attend or at least be able to give them a 
mention.

We also hope to compile a collection of anecdotes about animals which have 
performed some heroic act, been a source of inspiration to someone, turned a 
child’s life around or simply provided therapeutic company during a difficult 
or lonely time.  These heart-warming stories, perhaps with an accompanying 
photograph, will be used to form a display or may be collated into a simple 
booklet to be available at the service.

If you have a story to submit or information about a ‘special’ animal please get 
in touch.  You can phone me on 01767 650489; write to 2 Charnocks Close, 
Gamlingay, Nr. Sandy, Beds. SG19 3JX or email Brenda.elcome@ymail.com   I 
would really love to hear from you.

WATCH OUT FOR DETAILS OF THE SERVICE IN 2014!



News from the Lodge
by Mark Brandon

Will we have a winter as cold and long 
as the last one I wonder? The effects of 
this were still being felt throughout the 
year - with birds, mammals, crops and 
plants all breeding and growing later, 
despite the excellent summer. Even 
now, the autumn apple crop is a couple 
of weeks later than normal. Should we 
have a series of bad winters, numbers 
of some species, particularly the smaller 
birds, such as wrens, goldcrests and tits 
can be badly affected and take many 
years to recover. But, this winter may be 
totally different!
 At this time of year, large 
flocks of migrating birds move south 
and many stay in the UK over winter. 
Redwings and fieldfares, from the thrush 
family form large flocks and feast on 
berries along our hedgerows, coming 
into our gardens in harsh weather.
Redwings can be heard flying over on 
clear starlit nights, their sharp ‘suuup’ 
‘suuup’ calls giving their presence away.
 Many visitors come along to The Lodge 
at this time of year specifically to enjoy 
the amazing variety of fungi that can be 
found here on the reserve. Well over 600 
species have been recorded! It seems 
more popular than ever in recent years, 
but we do ask that you leave the fungi 
for others to enjoy, unless on a guided 
Fungi Foray.
 Now that the breeding season 
is over, habitat work is a priority for 
us.Various work parties come along to 
have team bonding days and help clear 
birch saplings on the new heath, which 
allows the heather to grow and spread. 
Recently, teams from Kier Homes and 
BT have helped with this important 
work and other companies have 
arranged work days in the New Year.
With the festive season getting closer, 
we’ll be having a special late night 
shopping event, with Father Christmas, 
mulled wine and mince pies and plenty 
of other activities to keep the youngsters 
busy, leaving you to browse and get 

some gifts in the RSPB shop. Check our 
website below, as we’ll be putting it on 
there soon! 
The RSPB Lodge reserve is open every 
day of the week, from dawn to dusk, for 
everyone to enjoy and there are plenty of 
organised events: just ring to book. Entry 
is included in the car-parking fee - £4 
a car for non-members, free if you are 
members or just visiting the shop.
The shop (01767 680541) is open every 
day (9am-5pm and 10am-5pm weekends 
and Bank Holidays) and has everything 
for people who love nature.

Please check our website; www.rspb.org.
uk/thelodge for the events you can enjoy 
here at RSPB The Lodge in the autumn 
and winter.

Saturday 23 November     10am - 4pm
Sunday   24 November     10am - 4pm
Christmas Fayre    
Join us at The Lodge for the annual 
Christmas Fayre; enjoy a browse through 
a wide range of stalls and get all of your 
Christmas gifts in the setting of The 
RSPB’s nature reserve.Visit Santa’s 
grotto, try your luck at the tombola and 
enjoy the festive Carol singers (Saturday 
only).
 Minced pies and mulled wine available 
to buy from the RSPB shop and food 
from the caterers, including bacon baps, 
burgers /sausages+veggie, with hot and 
cold drinks. 
Cost: £2 per car.

Saturday Nov 30 Star Gazing Night.   
7pm- late
The RSPB have teamed up with the Bed-
ford Astronomical Society to search for 
the planets and stars of the night sky.
In addition there will be a chance to use 
your own equipment to take photos of 
the night sky with advice and assistance 
(details of equipment required will be 
supplied on request).
 Short talks about RSPB The Lodge and 
an introduction to the stars will kick off 
the event.
(If the night is overcast, a talk by the 
Bedford Astronomical Society will be 
given instead of the search for the stars).
Costs; Adults £5 per person, children £3.
Please book and pay in advance



Is your child due to start school in 
September 2014?

Gamlingay First School invites 
you to attend an 

Open Afternoon 
On Tuesday November 5th at 2 p.m. 

Gamlingay First School is a 
Cambridgeshire First School open to 
any pupil aged 4-9 regardless of the 

county that they live in.
Please let us know if you would like to 
attend by contacting the school office 

on 01767 650208

                                  

If you cannot visit us on this afternoon please ring 
the school to make a more convenient appointment.



WHAT’S ON IN NOVEMBER

Over 50’s walks Meet at Ecohub car park. New members welcome.  Phone 654 891 for 
further information.

Wednesday 13th November, Thurs 12th 
December

History Society

Monday, 11th November Mrs Eleanor Jack ‘Humphrey Repton’s red book of Waresley Park’.

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New members 
most welcome. Phone: 651 025.

8th November Competition No 2: - Open- Prints & DPIs Judge: Allan Hale LRPS

15th November Digital Workshop - Dr Ian Wilson

22nd November A Nature Tour of East Anglia  Liz Cutting ARPS DPAGB

29th November The Beautiful Light (Updated - Digital) Jane Goodall ARPS

Gardening Club Monthly meetings held at the WI Hall, 7:30pm (not June July or August).

Wednesday, 6th November Speaker Ben Potterton, Andes to Amazon.

W I 7.30pm WI Hall.

Tuesday, 19th November Christmas Past with Marion Maule

Tuesday, 17th December Christmas celebrations

Parental Forum, GVC 7 to 8pm Gamlingay Village College.

T uesday, 12th November topic - literacy

Total wellness workout Bring some water to drink and an exercise mat or a towel for floor work. £5 
per class. 

Fridays 9.30-10.30am at St Mary’s Church Hall (near the Emplins).

Soup lunches Every fourth Wednesday of the month 12:30pm start, Church Hall.

Cock Inn, monthly quiz nights

Monday, 11th November The Gentlemen Players.

Monday, 9th December Peter Smith, Christmas Special

Youth Night Meet at the Ecohub, 5.30 - 7.15pm, Thursdays, for 9-14 year olds.



WHAT’S ON IN NOVEMBER

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30 - 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, Eco hub.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting, Eco hub.

Hatley Parish Council
For information contact the Clerk Kim Wilde or email parish-clerk@
hatley.info. Further information can be found on the website www.hatley.
info or noticeboards

The Gazette

Friday, 1st November Copy deadline for December edition

Friday, 30th November Copy deadline for January/February 2014

Friday, 31st January Copy deadline for March 2014 edition

Friday, 28th February Copy deadline for April 2014 edition

Friday,4th April Copy deadline for May 2014 edition

Friday,2nd May Copy deadline for the June 2014 edition

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Dawson on 654 830 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month Meeting venue varies.

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff 
Bruerton on 650748.

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown.

1st and 3rd Monday of each month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.

Guild of St Mary’s Church Hall 7:30pm, all welcome.

Monday, 18th November 40 years - and going strong. Past members welcome to join celebrations

Gamlingay Players Jan Cooper 650 178

Tuesdays 8pm Ecohub

Thursdays 8pm venue varies

Gamlingay Archaelogical Group 
(GAMARCH) monthly meetings 7:30pm at the WI Hall



Friendship Coffee 
Mornings

All welcome, 10:30am

If you need a lift, please contact 
Gerry Brunt on 
01767 650 693

WIthe
INSPIRING WOMEN

PITY THE HAPLESS SIGNWRITERS a couple of years ago who mistook an email
out-of-office response for the translation they sought for their Swansea traffic
notice. The Welsh language message below reads: “I am not in the office at
the moment. Send in any work to be translated.”

from Roderick Starksfield

Is Marriage a thing of the past?
Cohabitation (where couples live together without 
being married or in a civil partnership)  is the fastest growing family type in the 
UK. In 2012, there were 5.9million people cohabiting - double the 1996 figure.
Resolution, the national body representing family lawyers and advisers carried out 
a survey at the recent Lib Dem conference which revealed that 69% of MPs agree 
there is a mistaken belief in the existence of “common law marriage” and over half 
believe the law needs to be changed to provide greater protection for unmarried 
couples upon separation.
Resolution has been campaigning for a change in the law to reflect this increasing 
demographic group for many years.
Many people believe, incorrectly, that cohabitants have the same rights as married 
couples. This is simply not the case and upon separation one party could find 
themselves in a difficult financial position and even forced to leave the property they 
considered to be their home.
It is possible to live together with someone for decades and even to have children 
together, and then simply walk away without taking any responsibility for a former 
partner’s welfare. Most people agree that is simply wrong.
There is a way to protect your position in the meantime as government change is 
likely to take many years. The couple can enter into a cohabitation agreement – 
simply confirming an agreed and fair approach to be taken if they ever separate.
At Curwens LLP, we are always happy to have an initial chat with you on the 
telephone to run through exactly what help you need. So if you have any questions 
just give us a ring on 01992 463727 or have a look at our website www.curwens.
co.uk.
Curwens LLP are your local solicitors based in Royston, Hoddesdon, and Enfield.

Legal Eagle

YOUR LOCAL SOLICITORS

W.I. Meeting Tuesday 17th September 
2013

A busy meeting, with plenty of outings 
and courses to discuss, before the 
speaker, Mr. Andy Malcolm, began his 
talk entitled The Fishermen’s Mission.  
A thought-provoking evening followed, 
packed with tales, both happy and sad, 
relating to fishermen’s lives and those of 
their families in times of difficulty. The 
Fishermen’s Mission is a Christian based 
charity, which was set up 132 years ago, 
and can perform weddings, baptisms, 
funerals and the scattering of ashes.  
Fishing is, by far, the most dangerous 
occupation in the U.K, and probably 
worldwide.  Mr. Malcolm sang two sea 
shanties as well as reciting a poem and 
conducting an amusing quiz.  Some 
suggestions for fund-raising included 
a “Do It In Your Wellies” (and posh 
frocks) event and a fish and chip supper.  
There was an optional collection at 
the end of the evening, although it 
seemed everyone present felt moved to 
contribute.  A most worthwhile speaker.

Gill Spaul



Father Christmas will be coming to Gamlingay on 
Saturday Dec. 7th. He will be coming down Church Street at 1 p.m. 

going to the Children’s Montessori.

Your child is welcome to visit Father Christmas in His Grotto between 
1 to 4p.m.

At the Children’s Montessori
Tickets: £5 per child.

(Each child will receive a present from Father Christmas)
Tickets available at Children’s Montessori, or call 01767 650645

Also available
Santa’s Workshop where your child can make presents



Its still warm and sunny and still 
Summerish as I write this but when 
you get to read it it will be eight 
weeks or less to Christmas – how’s 
that for time flying? Since my last 
page in which I outlined (i.e. begged) 
the need for somebody to come 
forward to be a new IT trustee I am 
delighted to say that we have found 
just what we need. Roger Lee is an IT 
professional with more experience 
than  Bill Gates (or so he tells me). 
We are delighted to welcome him 
as our new IT guru. We will obey oh 
master! And we will turn it off and 
on again whenever you command. 

Autumn is a time for major events 
at the Hub. We saw a recent Tea 
dance being held at the hub - (see 
photos).  This was an exciting event 
that had images on facebook almost 
as quickly as the dancing was 
taking place – I’ve never seen such 
instantaneous publicity like that – I 
was monitoring the pictures and was 
almost moved to go and have a jig – 
but out of deference to decorum and 
good taste – I didn’t.

On the 19th October we will 
have the Green Day at the 
Hub – organised by GEAG and 
SPEP (Sustainable Parish Energy 
Partnership - worth looking up on 
the internet)  but very much part 
of the Eco–Hub philosophy. I hope 
you can all come  along to see what 
technologies, techniques and simple 
tips you can pick up to move to a 
more  self sufficient and sustainable 
lifestyle. One of the Hub Volunteers 
– John Mossman is the key organiser 
( with his GEAG hat on!)  and I must 
commend him for his sterling efforts 
and for the sheer range of  exhibits 
and speakers he has invited.  

The news from the BBC today is 
that scientists are now 95%  certain 
that man has warmed the globe. 
Numbers don’t get much more 

compelling than that in science but 
I am proud to be part of Gamlingay 
which is – by any measure – a national 
leader in its adoption and support 
of  sustainable technology designed 
to address and mitigate the effects of 
our use of the planet. There will always 
be a few who will cling onto the paper 
boat of hope that the 5% gap is 
worth doing nothing for. I say 
to them -  imagine being given 
such numbers in relation to your 
health – you’d do something 
about it then - wouldn’t you?

Enough of the (re-cycled) 
soapbox and off my 
(environmentally friendly) high-
horse.

The Christmas Craft Fair will 
take place on Sunday 17th 
November 2013 – please 
come along and support our 
local crafts folk and stock up 
for Xmas. And keep an eye on 
our extremely active Facebook 
page which seems to have 
updates and information  put up almost 
hourly. We now have  over 1000 people 
following us regularly and every posting 
appears to get several hundred readers. 
This is brilliant work by our Managers 
(With the support of our rapidly 
burgeoning marketing sub-committee).

Keep reading , 
keep watching but 
most of all – keep 
turning up. 

Regards to all. 

John Mercer
Chair, 
Gamlingay 
Community 
Centre 

Christmas craft fair
Sunday 17th November 2013



Monday
Slimming World Friendly weight loss group  17:30 & 19:30
Zumba Gold Latin dance inspired workout 10:00 - 11:00
Hot Steps Dance Academy Childrens’ dance classes 16:00 - 18:15
Joolz Clarke Fit Step Dance Workout and Body Conditioning 

work out class  
19:00 - 20:00
 20:00 - 21:00

Tuesday
Baby and Toddler Group Arts, crafts and General play  09:30 - 11:30
Parish Council 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month Public 

Meetings
19:00

Yoga Gentle and friendly class - all levels 19:30 - 21:00
Gamlingay Players Small friendly society who produce plays and 

pantomime
20:00 - 22:00

Indoor Carpet bowls Friendly group, just drop in and pay and play 13:00 - 15:00 

Wednesday
Messy Makers Babies - school age

£3 per child, £2 for siblings
09:30 - 11:30

Toddler story time 11:30
Art Class Draw and paint in water colour  10:00 - 12:00
Self Defence and Fitness Training Children and adult classes  18:00 - 20:00
GEAG Gamlingay Environmental Action Group - monthly 

meeting
20:00 - 22:00

Free computer training Free, friendly computer training for beginners. 
Please contact the library

13:00 - 15:00

Thursday
Sure Start Baby and Toddler 
Group

Play together under 5s 13:00 - 15:30

Youth Cafe and Club Local children’s group - Cafe YR4+ 
Club YR 8+

17:15 - 21:00

Alice Lucus Fabulous fun for feet, fingers and faces 10:00 - 11:00
Gamlingay
Players

Small friendly society who produce plays and 
pantomime

20:00 - 22:00

Friday
Zumba Gold Latin dance inspired workout   10:00 - 11:00

Saturday/Sunday
Paul Kitson Dance Studio Elite training, classes, workshops and master 

classes Ask for details at reception, or email 
bookings@paulkitsondance.com

WHAT’S ON IN NOVEMBER



PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND 
EDUCATION 
Mucky Pups Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 
940

Rainbow Preschool Julie Prior 652 157
Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 

676
Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 

491
Natalie 691 477

Care Club closed
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
First School Office 650 208
Carers Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Roy Dennis 650183
Football Club Chair: 

Brian 
Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian 
Culverhouse

651 020

Tennis Club John Gray 654 165
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church 
Hall

Kate Golding 651 215

WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George 
Village Hall

Mr Marshall 650 971

Ecohub Manager Andrea 
Hutchison

0798 0612 
077

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gardening Club Lindy Gorton

Janet Hale 
650 581
650 794

History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Over 50’s walks
 meet at Ecohub

Miriam and Phil 
Tichner

654 891

Booklinks Fay Boissieux 0779 1145744

Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of 
Dance

Susan Lucas, 316 518

St. Neot’s Model 
Railway club

John Kneeshaw E mail: 
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com 

East Beds Model 
Railway Society

Sec: John Wakeman
wakemanpj@aol.com

Painting for Pleasure Roy Turner 650426
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

Jackie Hough 651 070

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay 
Guides

Benita Scott 650 547

1st Gamlingay 
Brownies

Jane Brown 652 997

1st Gamlingay 
Rainbows

Helen Brown 651 271

Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Beavers Angie Whiddett 

angie.whiddett@btopenworld.com

Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gamlingay 
Gransden Cubs

Barry Jefferd 261 000

Gamlingay Scouts 
Thursday

Brandon Booth  07812 
049139

b.c.booth@talk21.com
Pathfinder Scouts 
Friday

Chris Elwood 07879 
698477

Explorers Phil Wood  01480 
830 866

(all meet at Scout Hut)
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

Youth Club
Lucy Rands

07929 
453235Youth Cafe

CHURCHES
Baptist Church, 
Minister,

James Gilbert 651 519

St Mary The Virgin, 
Rector:

Steven 
Rothwell

650 568

SCHOOLS
First School Head J 

Newman
650 208

Village College Head C 
Pheysey

650 360

First School 
Association

Via school 
office

650 208

Village College 
Friends Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information

Library Opening hours   
Monday 2.00pm – 8.00pm 01767 651 226
Tuesday 9.15am - 12.15pm
Wednesday 10.30am - 3.15pm toddlers’ story time 11.15am, free drinks for pensioners from 12.15pm - 

3.15pm, free drop in computer training
Thursday 4.00pm – 7.00pm
Saturday 9.30am - 12.30pm Toddlers’ story time 10am- first Saturday of every month



Village Information

Library Opening hours   
Monday 2.00pm – 8.00pm 01767 651 226
Tuesday 9.15am - 12.15pm
Wednesday 10.30am - 3.15pm toddlers’ story time 11.15am, free drinks for pensioners from 12.15pm - 

3.15pm, free drop in computer training
Thursday 4.00pm – 7.00pm
Saturday 9.30am - 12.30pm Toddlers’ story time 10am- first Saturday of every month

HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community 
Healthcare

Appointments 651 150

Child Health Clinic Meet at Baptist 
Church hall

CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 

696650
Car Care Scheme Sue 

McPherson
07519 
493701

EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency 
Fire

01223 
376 217

Non-emergency 
Police

101

Community Police PC K 
Mahoney

PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,
Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

at ecohub clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Sarah Groom

Vice Chairman Jackie McGeady
Library Kate 

Laugharne
651 226

Forward Gamlingay Chair: 
Ian Wakeling

Hatley Parish 
Council  

Clerk:
Kim Wilde

parish-clerk@hatley.info
Chairman: M Astor
POLITICS
MP Andrew 

Lansley. 
Conservative.

01954 
212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South 
Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0345 
0450 500

Gamlingay 
Residents 
Association

Roderick Starksfield
www.facebook.com/Gamlingayresidentsassociation 

www. gamlingay-gra.org.uk
651 002

Faulty street lamps 0800 7838 
247

Cambridge County Council
Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult’s Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221
General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0845 4040506
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361

Gamlingay Writers Tracey Dawson 654 830
gamlingaywriters@gmail.com

Village Show Jan Cooper 650 178
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s 
Almshouses Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian 
Kindersley
Lawrie Edwards 
Major

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District 
Round Table

Lee Packham 
Brown

GEAG (Gamlingay 
Environmental Action 
Group)

Brycchan Carey 651 141

CFRS community 
champion

audreywilliams@lineone.net

Gamarch (gamlingay 
Archaelogical Group)

John Jenkins

email contact details for library:
gamlingaylap@yahoo.com



Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on 
District Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley, and Bridget 
Smith

Keeping us abreast on 
County Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley

continued on page 41

Your Councillors are always ready to 
help. If you have any questions about 
these - or indeed any other - matters, 
please do not hesitate to contact County 
Councillor Sebastian Kindersley on 
01767 651982 or skindersley@hotmail.
com or write to the Manor Barn, East 
Hatley, SG19 3JA. District Councillor 
Bridget Smith is on 01767 650510 or 
bridget@glockling.com 

Park and Ride Charges

Many residents in the Parishes use 
the Park and Ride services around 
Cambridge. Indeed many of you 
have no choice – for work, to access 
services only available in Cambridge, 
for Addenbrookes and other important 
reasons – not to mention leisure and 
recreation.  

So it is very frustrating to see the 
County Council trying to impose 
another charge for using Park and Rides 
of £1 for every vehicle parking therein. 
This is in addition to the bus charges. 
We are extremely grumpy about this. 

Firstly it is a tax on the poor and the 
poorly paid – residents who have no 
choice but to use the Park and Ride to 
get to work now face at least an extra 
£5 charge a week. Secondly it unfairly 
discriminates against South Cambs 
residents – many of whom also have 
no choice but to access services in 
Cambridge – and for whom there are 
few (and shortly perhaps even fewer) 
public transport alternatives (aka buses). 
Lastly it seems bonkers – to put it 

politely – when the County Council has 
so many initiatives and objectives to try 
and get people out of their cars and onto 
their bikes or into buses to do something 
that so blatantly goes against these 
worthy ideals. 

The Cabinet made a decision to press 
ahead that was then called in by 
Councillors and discussed at a Scrutiny 
Committee which agreed to send the 
decision back to the Cabinet to make 
again. It is likely to do so and impose 
the charge. But what has emerged 
during the debate is that the Council 
does not know what technology it will 
use for the charging nor does it know 
what the impact of the charges will be 
on traffic and congestion (let alone bus 
patronage). It is predicting a small initial 
drop in P&R use (based on experiences 
elsewhere which have nothing in 
common with the Cambridge system); it 
failed to consult with anyone and it has 
no idea of the costs and therefore profit 
involved. It is literally a back-of-the-fag-
packet project. 

Drugs in Gamlingay
Drug dealing seems to be raising its 
ugly head again in Gamlingay with 
a report of overt dealing from a car 
in Church St.  The only way that this 
unacceptable practice will be stopped 
is if everyone seeing suspicious activity 
reports it to the police straight away.  
It is vital to include car registration 
numbers so that the police can add 
this information onto their intelligence 
database. There have been at least three 
arrests recently so the Police are taking 
this matter seriously. 
Scrap Metal

Do you or does anyone you know deal 
in scrap metal? Every scrap metal dealer 
now needs to obtain a licence to trade 
from their local authority under the new 
Scrap Metal Dealers Act with councils 
now able to refuse or revoke licences. 
The Act also makes it illegal for anyone 
to buy or sell scrap metal with cash and 
gives councils new powers of entry and 
inspection and the ability to shut down 
rogue dealers. You will need to provide 
ID when you buy/sell.

Central Bedfordshire Gypsy & Traveller 
Plan

Central Beds was evidently warned by 
the Planning Inspectorate that the Plan 
as proposed would not be found ‘sound’ 
and is having to think again. As a result 
the Scrutiny review of the Plan (and 
indeed everything else) is postponed to 
next year. CBC it appears needs to find 
more pitches, and it would do well to 
go back to the initial list and use it as a 
proper basis for proposals rather than 
picking and choosing at random – which 
is the only way Site 58 at the Heath 
could have been selected!

Meanwhile over the border in South 
Cambs we have met our target for 
providing Gypsy and Traveller pitches 
and indeed are currently spending £2.7m 
buying and refurbing the Milton and 
Whaddon sites as well as a third new 
one in Fen Road Chesterton.  

Wildlife Enhancement Grant and Tower 
Mustard

The Millbridge Brook scheme is 
currently being built out although 
you’d be forgiven for not noticing 
over and above all the new housing at 
Station Road (plus the world’s longest 
temporary traffic lights!). South Cambs 
has generously given a grant of £2542 
to help with various elements of what 
we all hope is going to be another huge 
asset to the Parish. 

Related to this there is a plant called 
Tower Mustard which is not amazingly 
beautiful but which is amazingly rare 
– in fact in danger of extinction in the 
wild. It used to grow along Cow Lane 
at the end of West Road. Would anyone 
like to see if they can find it next year? 
If so please get in touch. 

Grants from South Cambs
The District Council are planning to 
purchase some grant funding software 
called Open 4 Community.  Everyone 
living in the district will be able to have 
online access to this in order to help 
them find funding for their community 
project. More details next month….

A14

The Highways Agency is currently 
consulting on the final version of what 
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the A14 will look like, and South Cambs 
have agreed to object to the tolling 
element. This is the culmination of quite 
a lot of objection from us. What notice 
the Highways Agency will take can be 
probably measured in angels dancing on 
pins….

Almshouses 

Are you an Almshouse Trustee? 
Following clarification from South 
Cambs a dwelling owned by a body 
established for charitable purposes only, 
which is unoccupied and has been so 
for a period of less than 6 months since 
the last occupation day, and was last 
occupied in furtherance of the objects of 
the charity” is exempt from the changes 
to the Council Tax legislation earlier 
in 2013. There are a lot of Almshouses 
locally – not least the fine example of 
Sir John Jacobs Almshouses in Church 
Street Gamlingay. 

Superfast Broadband

A ‘My Area’ roll-over map is 
shortly to be available on www.
connectingcambridgeshire.co.uk 
including details on when Parishes 
will FINALLY get broadband rollout. 
Meanwhile Cambridgeshire has secured 
over £4.6m extra funding to enable a 
programme to offer a
countywide package of support to 
hundreds of small and medium sized 
businesses. Work has already begun on 
setting up the new support for business 
scheme – to be launched in January 
2014 – which will offer match funded 
grants and one-off payments for eligible 
companies to upgrade their connections 
and invest in digital technologies. 

Did We Do Well?

Every year the District Council 
is required to publish an audit of 
their governance and performance.  
Traditionally this has been the driest 
of documents and one that we can’t 
imagine anyone reading for pleasure.  
The Corporate Governance Committee 
(of which Bridget is a member) is keen 
to widen the readership of this document 
and the only way to do this is to make 
it more readable.  Anyway, they have 
had a go and Bridget would value 
your feedback on its accessibility and 

interest.  It is available on the website 
and is titled How Did We Do in 2012/13?

You can now film us.

Much hilarity at South Cambs as we 
debated if the public should be allowed 
to film the proceedings of the Council 
– as the County Council does. Much of 
the debate centered on why anyone in 
their right mind should want to do such 
a thing but in the end it was agreed that 
those Councillors who behave badly will 
continue to do so under the glare of the 
merciless lens, those who say nothing 
will remain silent and those in-between 
(the rest of us) will carry on regardless. 
Still – open and transparent is what we 
should be aspiring to!

South Cambridgeshire Housing

The District Council is now committed 
to starting a programme of house 
building and of acquiring existing 
properties to add to its own housing 
stock.  There are currently about 4000 
people on our housing list, many in 
desperate need, so we welcome anything 
that provides good quality homes for 
these people. The Council has also 
agreed to dispose of some property 
and land that is not viable in order to 
help finance its building programme.  
In Gamlingay’s case, this will affect 
Robinson Court, which is no longer 
of a standard thought to be suitable 
for people to live in and which will 
be sold to a Housing Association for 
redevelopment. We are not yet sure 
of the time scale for this though the 
end of 2015 has been mentioned.  The 
most important thing for those people 
currently living there is that they will be 
offered accommodation where they want 
to be and will not be forced to leave the 
village unless they really really want to.

Community Awards.

The District Council likes to give 
awards. We would rather that they 
still gave substantial grants but that is 
another argument.  The new awards 
being launched soon are Village Hero, 
Young Village Hero, Community Pride: 
Local Services Award, Environmental 
Award, Health and Wellbeing Award.  
Details will be on the website soon. We 
know you cannot wait for this. Please 

think of likely nominees!

Health Issues

Bridget is now a member of the 
Adult Wellbeing and Health Scrutiny 
Committee at the County Council. 
They recently discussed the huge issue 
of delayed discharge from hospital. 
Last year hundreds of operations were 
cancelled at Addenbrookes because 
people could not be discharged. The 
reason for this was poor communication 
between Health and Social Care and 
a lack of investment in preventing 
people being admitted as emergencies. 
Hopefully this is now being addressed 
but do let us know if this is something 
that you or a family member experience.
Also of great concern at the moment 
is the very small number of carers 
in the County who have had an 
assessment of their needs as carers.  
There are an estimated 60 000 carers 
in Cambridgeshire and only 3000 have 
had an assessment completed.  The Care 
Bill currently working its way through 
parliament will make it a statutory 
requirement for Councils to assess 
carer’s needs so you can appreciate 
that there is a big problem looming.  
If you are a carer please do contact 
Adult Social Care and ask to have an 
assessment done.  This may highlight all 
sorts of things that will make your life 
better so it is really important to have it 
done. If you experience any difficulties 
please do let Bridget know.

Barrington Quarry

You will have read or heard that Cemex 
announced their intention to put a 
planning application for housing at the 
recent Barrington PC meeting after 
which the meeting became remarkably 
frosty. There will be a substantial 
campaign to fight this. It is simply 
unsustainable and there is no local (or 
local Authority) support for it. Watch 
this space. 

Got a problem? Issue? Something you’d 
like to discuss?

Your Councillors are here to help you. 
Please do feel free to contact us with 
comments, questions, problems or 
complaints. We hope we can help but if 
we can’t we are likely to know someone 
who can!
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A new website for the parish council 
has been launched using the free BT 
Community web kit – please visit www.
gamlingay-pc.btck.co.uk to view parish 
council documents and information. 
This links to the new  Gamlingay 
Parish Council Facebook page – www.
facebook.com/pages/Gamlingay-Parish-
Council/568981216499391 for latest 
news and updates.

Kier Homes has started work on the 
new housing estate at Station Road and 
contractors are also on site on the new 
Millbridge Brook Meadows and lower 
field parkland, which is a parish council 
project. Grant funding has been secured 
from the Heritage Lottery, WREN and 
SCDC wildlife enhancement scheme 
towards this project.

Grace Brass, Steven Hemmings and 
Eileen Atkinson joined the parish 
council, which is now back to full 
strength (15 councillors).
Balfor Beatty have started surveys to 
upgrade the street lighting in the village 
– during a presentation to the parish 
council it was explained that this is 
part of a County wide 25 year contract 
and will reduce lighting stock by 10%, 
although replacements will be more 
efficient with white rather than orange 
lights and the lighting will be dimmed 
during the night and early hours of 
the morning. Work to commence in 
November 2013.

Quotations for new equipment and 
repair work at the Butts play area 
were considered.  Essential tree works 
were undertaken in the playground, 
on the recreation field and in the 
cemetery on Stocks Lane following 
recommendations from a tree safety 
survey carried out earlier in the summer.  
Further tree surveys and tree works will 
be considered in the 2014/5 budget.

A new lease of Cinques Common to the 
Wildlife Trust was agreed, the Trust will 
continue to manage the Common on 
behalf of the parish council.

The Eco Hub was nominated in the 
Local Authority Building Control 

National Building Excellence Awards 
(it won the East Anglia Region best 
sustainable project award in April 2013).

Motley and Hope Solicitors in 
Biggleswade were thanked for a 
donation of £200 made to local parish 
councils.  This will be used towards the 
Millbridge Meadows project.

The waterless toilet has now been 
installed on the new allotment site – 
thanks again to the Big Lottery fund.

Archaeological investigations have 
begun on St Mary’s field to check that 
the site is suitable for the proposed new 
cemetery.

NOVEMBER BULLETIN FROM CAMBRIDGESHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE 
SERVICE

FIREWORKS and bonfires can be plenty of fun for all the family to enjoy. 
CFRS recommends going to an organised firework display instead of holding 
one at home, however, if you do use fireworks or light a bonfire at home, we 
would ask residents to take on board our safety advice to ensure it is just 
their fireworks that go off with a bang:

•	 Keep fireworks in a closed box and always follow the instructions. 
•	 Light them at arms length using a taper and stand well back. 
•	 Never go back to a lit firework. 
•	 Never put fireworks in your pocket or throw them.
•	 Don’t light bonfires in unsuitable weather, particularly in windy 

conditions.
•	 Don’t leave bonfires unattended. 
•	 Build bonfires well clear of buildings, fences and hedge. 
•	 Never use flammable liquids to start the fire, and never burn 

dangerous rubbish such as aerosols, paint, foam furniture, rubber 
tyres, batteries. 

•	 Before you light the bonfire, check that children and animals are not 
hiding inside and are a safe distance away. 

Like our fan page on Facebook: www.facebook.com/cambsfrs, follow us on 
Twitter @cambsfrs.To find out if you are eligible for a free home fire safety 
check, call 0800 917 99 94.

Thank you to everyone who donated 
old clothes for the Scouts September 
bag collection.

We await the total amount raised, but 
it looks as if this should be more than 
previously.

Please continue to reserve your old 
clothing as we do hope to have a 
further collection soon.

Shere Khan, Cub leader
Gamlingay and Gransden Scout Group



CAMBRIDGESHIRE FIRE AND 
RESCUE SERVICE

WINTER is coming, and 
Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue 
Service is encouraging all residents 
to sweep their chimneys before the 
cold sets in.
Our top tips to enjoy an open fire 
safely:
 Have the chimney swept at 
least once a year, or more frequently 
if you burn wood.
  Do not bank fires too high 
and remember to let them burn down 
well before you retire to bed.
  Check the hearth, floor 
and furnishings near the fire for hot 
sparks or embers before you go to 
bed. 
 Use a fire or spark guard 
to prevent accidental fires and 
make sure that it has the kite mark 
or conforms to a relevant British/
European safety standard.
  Do not place objects on or 
over the mantle-piece which may 
cause you to stand too close to the 
fire to reach or use them.
 Inspect your chimney breast 
regularly – particularly in the roof 
space – to ensure that it is sound and 
that sparks or fumes cannot escape 
through cracks or broken bricks
  Avoid burning resinous 
woods as soot builds up quickly
  Buy only suitable fuels.
 Do not overload the grate or 
appliance.

Above all, ensure you have a working 
smoke alarm fitted on each floor or 
your home. This will give you an 
early warning to a fire, allowing extra 
time for occupants in the home to 
escape.
Like our fan page on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/cambsfrs, follow 
us on Twitter @cambsfrs. 
To find out if you are eligible for a 
free home fire safety check, call 0800 
917 99 94.

Incorporating Biggleswade and Sandy Lions Club Welfare Fund, Registered Charity No  1049281 

Meetings held on first and third Wednesday of each month at 8 pm at the Conservative Club, St Andrew's St., Biggleswade, Beds. 

All visitors are most welcome.

      
Biggleswade Sandy Lions Club 
A member of Lions International, the largest voluntary service organisation in the world.

OUTSIDE IN 

Biggleswade Sandy Lions are delighted to support this charity by donation and giving it much 
needed publicity for the caring support they give to families who have a member suffering 
from Autism or attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD).  Based at Best House, 
Shefford Road, Clifton, they receive no core funding and depend heavily on donations.  They 
have 3 staff and 2 specialist consultants and some volunteers,all with experience of children 
who have these problems. 

Autism can affect these children for life.  They have difficulties with social interaction, 
communication and restricted, repetitive behaviour patterns.  They suffer from high anxiety 
levels and withdrawal and often have one all consuming interest. 

ADHD is caused by a chemical imbalance in the brain and the cause is unknown.  A 
characteristic is that the sufferer can only deal with things in small bites.  They find it hard to 
process instructions, often remembering only the first item on a list.  Whilst often highly 
intelligent, they find it hard to integrate.  They have high anxiety and anger levels, so they 
need coping strategies.  Sadly, at present there is no known cure.  Famous people who have 
or had this condition are Sir Isaac Newton, Bill Gates and Stephen Spielberg.   

Outside In never turns anybody away and parents supported range from those on job 
seekers allowance to single parents.  They provide parenting support courses, so they can 
manage their child’s condition and bond with them and cope with their challenging behaviour. 
 Life skills courses are provided which includes coping with bullying to which these children 
are prone.  There are courses for teachers so they can recognise the condition and know 
how to deal with it.  Above all, there is a helpline. 

Biggleswade Sandy Lions are pleased to “spread the word”.  To find out more about your 
local Lions and what we do, visit www.biggleswadesandylions.org.uk. Or call 0845 833 9749. 
Do you have some time to spare to help in the community?  We would be pleased to see 
you.

WE CARE :  WE HELP 



The Police
Non-emergency number:

101


