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On the penultimate day of the year the Village 
College held a Commonwealth Enterprise Day 
here at school. 

Pupils from across all year groups chose a 
country that is, or has been, a member of the 
Commonwealth. They then researched these and set 
about promoting and celebrating different aspects 
of that country’s culture. Pupils’ activities were 
organised on an ‘enterprise’ basis. They had to 
come up with ideas that would raise money based on 
working out costs and expenditure against forecast 
income. Profits made by each stall were matched by 
Barclays Bank, whose generous support was once 
more very gratefully received. 

Despite the thundery, showery weather that hit the 
region immediately prior to the event taking place, 
we decided to go ahead with the day with a few 
minor adjustments. Although the rain did come 
down for an hour or so during the proceedings, 
the enthusiasm, energy and creativity of our pupils 
meant that the day was always going to be a success.

I would very much like to pass on my thanks to all 
parents and friends of the school from within the 
village who turned up and gave their support. This 
was greatly appreciated by our pupils who enjoyed 
entertaining and engaging them with their activities.

COMMONWEALTH DAY AT GAMLINGAY VILLAGE COLLEGE
by Colin Pheysey, Head of College

The Gamlingay Show 
21st September 2013

Make a note of the date and come 
along to the Village College at 1pm!

Here are just a few of the features which will be at this 
year’s show:
‘Have-a-go-at-Golf’ with the Abbotsley Golf Club Pro 
(competition and prizes), Bungee Trampoline, Harris’s 
Funfair and Inflatables, huge display of Classic vehicles 
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(cars, motorcycles and tractors), 
‘Fun-for-Kids’ Gazebo hosted by 
Rainbow pre-school (including 
Face-painting and Tattoos), Stalls 
and sideshows, Craft marquee, 
Exhibitions and demonstrations by 
our village clubs and societies, a wide 
variety of Refreshments.

You can also see Arena Performances 
from our host, Jezzo the magician, 
performances by the village schools’ 
choirs, The Alice Lucas School of 
Dance; Zumba Class, Top Dogs and 
Gamlingay Records.

In the main hall, the entries for the 
competition classes will be available 
for viewing from 2pm and they might 
inspire you to try your hand at a new 
hobby.
Please drop your entry forms for the 
competition classes into the Library at 
the Hub, First School, Village College 
or Londis Stores by 4pm on Friday 14th 
September.
Bring along your competition entries 
and pay your entry fees between 8.30am 
and 10.30am on Saturday morning. 
Pre-registered entries remain at 30p but 
entry forms handed in on Show Day 
will cost 50p per entry.

Every year, the committee uses the 
profit from the Gamlingay Show to 
make donations to local charities and 
organisations. If you want to be in with 
a chance of receiving monies this year, 
please read the following rules carefully 
to ensure you are eligible…
1) You must be either a 
registered charity, a non-profit 
making organisation or educational 
establishment, or club with its main 
base within Gamlingay or the locality.
2) Your group must get involved 
in this year’s Show – by having a stall, 
performing in the main arena, having 
an advert in the programme, and/or 
assisting with the setting up before the 
Show or clearing away after the Show.
3) You need to apply in writing 
by 14h September 2013 by post or 
email to Amanda Hardy (14 Church 
End, Gamlingay, SG19 3EP or 
andrewandamanda@hotmail.com) 
giving details of your organisation, what 
you need the monies for, to whom any 
cheque should be made payable, and 
where it can be sent.
The Gamlingay Show is in its twenty-

first year and has become a great 
village event where all members of 
our community can meet together and 
have a lovely afternoon, enjoying all 
the examples of our village life; so 
please come along and support our great 
annual event.

If you can help before, during or after 
the show, please contact the committee 
on 07519921126 – we really do need 
your help!

POTTON SHOW

THE POTTON FLOWER AND 
VEGETABLE SHOW will be held on 
Saturday September 7th at St. Mary’s 
Church Hall and Field.

This is the 40th show and special guest 
will be Pam Rhodes, who will present 
the prizes and awards.
There will be a wide range of classes 
to enter including cookery, flowers, 
vegetables, photographs, painting, also 
a large children’s section. Schedules are 
available from the Post Office, Tysoes 
and the Library in Potton or online at 
www.pottonshow.org.uk
The show will be open between 2.00pm 
– 5.00pm so please come along to 
enjoy the various exhibits, stalls and 
entertainment which will include the 
Raptor Centre, Shepreth Outreach 
Centre, Letchworth Morris Men and 
some circus skills.

Refreshments will be available.

A BARN DANCE will be held in the 
Marquee on the Saturday evening. 
Tickets cost £10.00 and this includes 
a fish and chip supper. Dancing to the 
music of the Ivel Valley Band. Tickets 
available from Camerons, Post Office 
and Tysoes in Potton or phone Sheila on 
01767 261047.

THE CRAFT FAIR will be held in 
the Marquee on Sunday September 
8th between 12 noon  - 5.00pm. There 
will be a wide range of stalls and 
refreshments will be available.

The weekend will finish with a 
CHURCH SERVICE in the Marquee 
at 6.30pm combining St. Mary’s, the 
Salvation Army and the Vineyard 
Church. All Welcome.
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News from the churches

PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND 

EVERTON CUM TETWORTH
Rector: Revd Steven  
 Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller

The Rectory, Stocks Lane

11 Bunyan Close

650 568

650 779

KEY
E=Everton 

G=Gamlingay
H=Hatley St George
B=Baptist Church

Services September 2013
1st  Trinity 14 8am Holy Communion G

10am First Sunday Service with Baptisms G

6pm Evening Service E

8th Trinity 15 10am Special Joint Benefice Communion Service at 
Hatley St George H

15th Trinity 16 9.30am Parish Eucharist G

11am Parish Eucharist E

6pm Joint Service at Baptist Church

22nd  Trinity 17 8am Holy Communion H

9.30am Parish Eucharist G

11am Parish Eucharist E

29th Trinity 18 9.30am Harvest Thanksgiving & Communion G

11am Parish Eucharist E

Dear Readers,

The summer can be a strange time. Many of the regular things that occupy our daily 
lives come to a halt – school, work, even football. But not everyone goes on holiday 
and not everyone stops what they’re doing. Yet even if you don’t participate in the 
great escape to the beaches of Europe you will still be aware of how life changes its 
pattern for a few weeks. Noise levels alter, people you normally see aren’t around 
anymore, the news contains weird stories and people in general behave in a very 
different way.

Then we all re-adjust for September when children go back to school, adults return 
to work, and normality resumes. The regular routines are once more in place. But 
are we the same people? Has anything changed during the weeks of summer rest, 
holiday or whatever it is we did?

For many, life will not be the same because the summer period was the changeover 
from one part of their life to another. Many children would have left one school to 
begin a new life at a different school. Some will be going from pre-school to ‘big’ 
school, some from school to college. Most children will be in a new year and a new 
class. It’s not just children; despite what the statistics say many couples would have 
got married over the summer. Life for them certainly will not be the same again.

What about those who feel that nothing changes? That whilst September brings with 
it the beginning of a new year for many, for them it offers little more than it did last 
year and the year before. For many, life may have lost its hopefulness.

Losing hope and expectation is not a modern phenomenon – it’s there in the Bible, 
in many of the psalms, for example. But there is always something waiting round 
the corner, as the psalms suggest. Believers will hope that the something that is 
waiting  is an image of the divine. That even in the most hopeless of circumstances 
a small bit of God is trying to break through. In fact it might be harder to keep God 
out than to invite him in - God may not wait for an invitation. But where God seems 
to be missing that is where a faithful community starts to write the invites – by 
praying, by worshipping and by invoking God in how they care for one another.

Revd Steven Rothwell



News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary Mrs Joan Oakley 01767 650069 

www.gamlingaybaptist.btck.co.uk

Church Services:
Every Sunday Morning 10:45am. (with 
J. A. M. for children)

Communion is always celebrated on the 
first Sunday of each month.

Family Service 
Sunday 29th September 10:45am. 

For Children:
J.A.M. 
Every Sunday 10:45am 

‘Messy Church’ – fun, games, stories, 
getting messy (for children from 5 
years)
Saturday 28th September – 2:00pm to 
4:00pm 

Alpha The Alpha Course is an informal 
evening set around a meal for those who 
want to find out more about Christianity. 
You are warmly invited! Please contact 
James, our minister for details of the 
next course.

Women’s Prayer Breakfast – a time 
to share, pray and then eat together. 
Saturday 21st September at 8:00am.

Craft Group – spend time together 
working at different crafts. 
Thursday 5th September
10:00am to 12:00 noon.

Coffee Mornings
Thursday 19th September (in aid of Sinai 
Orphanage, Keech Hospice and Vision 
Africa, our 2013 charities)
10:00am until 11:30am 
Why not join us for tea/coffee 
and cake? 

Dear Friends,

I enjoy living in Gamlingay – I like villages and have lived in them the majority of my 
life. Rural life is a completely different entity to that in an urban environment and in 
my opinion, far preferable. In general, villages have managed to maintain their sense 
of community, something we saw here last summer, with the Jubilee Celebrations. 

In a town it is easy to remain anonymous and in the past there have been news reports 
of people in towns/cities who have died and then remained undiscovered for months, 
which is tragic and a sad reflection on modern life. I am grateful to say that because 
villages often retain a sense of community, this is less likely to happen here. It is 
difficult to be anonymous in a village and with that comes what is perhaps the one 
possible drawback of small communities: the inevitable village gossip… At some 
point or another we are all the subject of it – it seems to come with the territory. On 
occasion I have found out things I have allegedly done that I certainly had no idea 
about!  

As ever, the source of gossip, like most things, is ‘good’ old human nature – it 
certainly has a lot to answer for! The way we use our tongues says a great deal about 
our characters – the true disposition of our hearts. Jesus, Himself said that ‘out of the 
overflow of the heart, the mouth speaks’ (Matthew 12:34). What we say, says a great 
deal about us – not so much what we say about ourselves, but what we say about 
others…

I remember an old lady who used to run into the nearest shop when she saw ‘Mrs 
Smith’ coming – simply because she knew that if they started talking, she wouldn’t 
be able to help herself… It is at such times that we find out that we are not the kind 
of people we would like to be! The problem is within and there is only one sure fire 
remedy – a complete makeover of the heart and thankfully with God that is not only 
possible, but promised (Ezekiel 36:26).

What does your speech say about you?

Best Wishes!

James



A Real Celebration at the Baptist Church



There’s nothing that will please a Baptist more than 
baptisms - the name: ‘Baptist’ rather gives it away! 

On 21st July Gamlingay Baptist Church celebrated a 
triple baptismal service, when Sally, Lisa and Maria were 
baptised ‘by immersion’. It was, for the three of them, 
a special day. Baptism is not just a ‘religious rite’ but a 
public declaration of faith in Jesus Christ and a celebration 
of the difference that knowing Jesus has made and we got 
to hear  a little of this from Lisa, Maria and Sally. 

The festivities were made extra special by the Biggleswade 
Gospel Singers (of whom Lisa is a member), who made 
the day a real celebration.
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Gamlingay Allotments (GAGA)

There is now a waiting list for 
new allotments. If you wish to be 
added to this list please contact 
GAGA for details: 

gamlingay.allotments@gmail.
com

Alternatively, please drop a 
message into Leanne Bacon at 
the Parish Council Office who 
will pass the details over to the 
GAGA committee.

Clothing Collection

Please donate your unwanted clothes, 
soft toys, footwear, handbags and belts 
to the local Scouts.

Bags will be available to take home and 
fill from the Village Show, but you can 
use any carrier bags too.

Please return to the Scout hut or pass 
across to the leaders or beavers/cubs/
scouts/explorers before collection day 
on the 26th September 
2013

Thank you for your 
support.

Is renewable energy for you?

As solar panels become a common sight 
around our neighbourhoods, you may be 
wondering what options are available to 
you to save or even generate your own 
energy, but it can be daunting knowing 
where to start. At Trading Standards we 
want to help you find a trader you can 
trust and make sure you know what you 
can expect of these businesses. 

When considering the options available 
to you, the Energy Saving Trust (www.
energysavingtrust.org.uk) is a good 
place to start. They are an independent 
organisation that provides free, expert 
advice on saving energy in your home. 
Their website contains extensive 
information, and they also have a 
helpline which can be contacted on 
0300 1231234 (national rate). 

In terms of funding any improvements, 
if you aren’t able to pay for them 
up front, you could consider the 
Government’s Green Deal Scheme 
(www.greendealinitiative.co.uk) 
which allows for repayment over a 
period of time through your energy 
bills. As with any finance arrangement, 
make sure you know how much you 
will have to repay in total, what the 
monthly charges will be, and check the 
interest rate is competitive with other 
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St. Mary’s ‘Good 
Neighbour Scheme’

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!

Scheme Co-ordinators :
Chris Martin Tel: 01767 652832   

Brenda Elcome Tel: 01767 650489

finance options. You should also be 
aware that with Green Deal the debt 
attaches to the property, so if you sell 
it, your buyer will have to take over 
the debt. If you need advice on finance 
options, your local Citizens Advice 
Bureau will be able to help you.

There are a range of businesses that 
offer home assessment visits to advise 
you on the options most suitable for 
your specific circumstances. You will 
usually need to pay for this and you 
should check whether there is a tie-in 
clause requiring you to use a certain 
business to do the installation work if 
you decide to go ahead.  The assessment 
will give you estimated savings 
projections for the first year based 
on a specific level of energy usage. 
Unfortunately this means you won’t 
know exactly what you will save, but 
you can at least check to make sure the 
estimate is based on a realistic level of 
energy usage for your situation.

In terms of finding a trader, it is 
important to shop around to ensure the 
business is reputable and that the price 
is fair before agreeing to any work.
Green Deal has its own approved 
assessors and installers, but if you 
are not using Green Deal we would 

recommend that you find an installer 
and products that are part of the Micro 
Generation Certification Scheme (MCS) 
or are Renewable Energy Assurance 
Limited (REAL) approved. These 
organisations have codes of practice 
that traders have to comply with and 
standards that the products have to 
meet. The Energy Saving Trust website 
allows you to search for local installers 
who belong to MCS. Some members 
also sit on our Buy With Confidence 
approved trader scheme giving you 
even greater assurance that they are 
businesses you can trust. Visit www.
buywithconfidence.gov.uk for more 
details.

As always, we would recommend 
getting three quotes to ensure the 
installation price and projections are 
reasonable, and check the terms and 
conditions carefully before agreeing to 
anything. 

If you encounter any problems with an 
assessor, installer or any other type of 
business and need some advice, please 
contact our advice partner, the Citizens 
Advice Consumer Helpline, on 08454 
040506 (national rate). 
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A FANTASTIC YEAR FOR 
RAINBOW

It has been a truly fantastic year for 
Rainbow Pre-school with the Staff and 
Committee working hard and in unison 
to ensure that Rainbow grows from 
strength to strength for the good of our 
younger community.   The Manager, 
Julie Prior, and her Deputy, Suzanne 
Clarke have made Rainbow such a 
welcoming and colourful setting since 
their arrival in September 2012. They 
continue to work so well together, 
making for a great atmosphere where 
the children are contented and happy 
to learn and play.  As more parents 
and children are now coming through 
our doors we have recently recruited a 
third permanent staff member to help 
us meet the demand for places.  We 
would like to take this opportunity to 
welcome Kelly Hall as our new Pre-
school Assistant.  We are confident that 
she will be an invaluable addition to the 
team. 

We have successfully grown the 
Committee numbers over the last year 
to ensure that we have enough hands 
and heads on board to deal with all the 
requirements of running the pre-school, 
be it financial, educational, marketing 
or fundraising.   As a charitable 
organisation, we continue to rely on 
the goodwill of parent/carer volunteers 
to carry out all of these duties.  As 
such we are thankful that at present we 
have such a strong and dedicated team 
who have helped to drive Rainbow 
towards a more prosperous and 
successful future in Gamlingay.  We 
meet regularly to discuss aspects of the 
pre-school business and are committed 
to investing our time and knowledge 
for the good of our pre-schoolers and 
our wonderful setting.  The Committee 
can consist of up to 60% parents/
carers of pre-schoolers and 40% of 
community members who are not 
directly connected to any pre-schoolers. 
So if you have some time and energy 
that you feel we could benefit from, and 
you are keen to give something back 
to the community by supporting our 
pre-school or joining our Committee 
to share any expertise or skills that you 
may have, we would love to hear from 
you.  

FUNDRAISING ACHIEVEMENTS

The Staff, Committee and parent/
carer-helpers have strived hard in the 
last twelve months to raise funds for 
Rainbow, whether it is organising 
events of our own, or attending those 
of others to host some fun activities 
for the children.   We have raised 
over £1000, which is a remarkable 
achievement when you consider that we 
have such a small base of pre-school 
parents to draw help and support from.  
Our successes have included a BAG2 
SCHOOL fundraiser that enabled 
people to clear their homes of unwanted 
textiles and shoes, as well as selling 
scrummy home-made cakes and treats 
at the First School.  
The funds we have raised so far will be 
put towards a new Outdoor Classroom 
that will hopefully be in place for 
the pre-schoolers to use this autumn 
term. This should allow them to learn 
and play in the Rainbow garden with 
some much needed protection from the 
elements.  We still require additional 
income to finance this project and as 
such have many more fundraising 
events planned for this coming school 
year, which we hope you are able to 
support in any way possible.
As a charitable organisation we 
heavily rely on the support of the local 
community and businesses to help us 
fundraise for resources that the pre-
school desperately needs but does not 
have the funds to purchase.  If you 
think you or your business could help 
us in anyway, please do let us know.  In 
the meantime, we would like to take 
this opportunity to give our heart-felt 

The Old Chapel, Green End, Gamlingay,
01767 652157
rainbow.preschool@virgin.net  
www.gamlingayrainbow.co.uk

News from

thanks to the following local enterprises 
for their very generous donations in our 
hours of need:
Woodview Farm Shop and Lindsay’s 
Bakery for their very generous 
contribution to our Graduation and 
Family Fun Day.  With their help 
we were able to satisfy the bellies 
of so many children, parents and 
grandparents with their delicious 
burgers, buns and hot dogs.  
Kate Tower’s Photography – for sparing 
her time and energy to take beautiful 
photos of our pre-schoolers at their 
Graduation Ceremony this summer.
Waresely Garden Centre – for donating 
a dozen trays of colourful bedding 
plants that allowed us to spruce up our 
Rainbow garden in time for the summer 
term.   Some of our pre-schooler parents 
gave up their Sunday morning at the 
end of May to plant these new flowers 
and give the garden the attention that it 
needed after such a long winter.
Willington Garden Centre – for 
donating grass seeds, sawdust and small 
flower pots that we used at the First 
School’s summer fair to make Grass 
Heads that were ever so popular with 
the children.
Gamlingay First School – for the 
use of their playing field to host our 
Graduation and Family Fun Day, plus 
allowing us to hold our fundraiser cake 
stalls within the school grounds each 
year.

We must also give our thanks to the 
parents of our pre-schoolers who 
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contribute to the success of Rainbow 
in so many ways, whether working 
on the Committee, helping with our 
fundraising events,  sharing ideas,  or 
by giving small and regular donations 
of much needed resources. Every 
effort, however big or small, is much 
appreciated and we hope it continues in 
the coming year!

SUMMER TERM EVENTS AND 
ACTIVITIES

GRADUATION CEREMONY AND 
FAMILY FUN DAY
The highlight of the summer term was 
our Graduation and Family Fun Day in 
July, when all our pre-schoolers were 
given the chance to shine amongst their 
friends and families.  The children who 
are due to start school in September 
donned their mortar boards and gowns 
and waited quietly with anticipation 
as they were presented with their 
graduation certificates and book 
bags filled with farewell gifts from 
Rainbow.  It was an emotional time 
for many parents and grandparents, as 
the children did them proud during the 
ceremony, relishing all the attention 

they received.  Hopefully the children 
will get the chance to repeat this 
memorable experience when they 
reach the end their education in years 
to come.

The day continued with lots of fun and 
games for all the family; plus a bbq 
and refreshments were provided to 
help us get through such a sweltering 
Saturday afternoon.  Gazebos popped 
up here and there and picnic blankets 
were thrown on the ground under 
the trees, for what was to become a 
thoroughly enjoyable afternoon for all.  
The children loved the bouncy castle 
as well as the chance to hold some of 
Suzanne’s ‘pet’ reptiles and insects 
that she so kindly brought along.
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We also hosted Rainbow’s ‘Wacky 
Races Sports Day’ for the pre-
schoolers, which included   the Bunny 
Hop Race and the Crab Race, to name 
a few.   There were also great running 
performances by the pre-schoolers’ 
siblings, their mums, and the all-
important ‘Competitive Dads’ Race’ 
– if only the Dads could follow their 
children’s example in racing fairly!   All 
the children were awarded medals and 
certificates for their efforts and came 
away with such big smiles on their 
faces.

We were extremely fortunate and 
grateful that the Gamlingay Fire 
Service so kindly agreed to join our 
Family Fun Day.  The children were 
thrilled to get a chance to sit in and 
explore the fire engine, but the real 
excitement came when they could 
hold the fire hose.  As the afternoon 
temperature was heating up to 30 
degrees Celsius the children (and some 
parents) squealed with delight as they 
ran through the spray of water on the 
field.  It was the perfect cool down that 
so many needed after the Wacky Races 
and a wonderful end to such a brilliant 
and memorable day!

TEDDY BEARS PICNIC
With such glorious weather during the 
summer term, the children have been 
able to enjoy so much time playing 
outside in the Rainbow garden, with 
their many ride-ons, the water table 
and the swings and slide.  They were 
particularly excited when their parents 
and siblings were invited to join them 
for a Teddy Bear’s Picnic in July.  This 
lunch time event was open to all pre-
schoolers and was well attended by 
parents, carers and their many Teddy 
Bears.  When the picnic was finished, 
the children all gathered inside with 
their bears for story time and their 
parents/carers had a chance to socialise 
in the sunshine.

END OF YEAR PARTY WITH MR 
MARVEL THE MAGICIAN
The final day at Rainbow saw our end 
of year party for all the children and 
their younger siblings.  The children 
were entertained by the fantastically 
funny Mr Marvel the Magician and 
they all took turns taking part in the 
show, creating some extra humour 
and entertainment of their own.  The 
children loved dancing in front of the 
bubble machine and had their faces 
painted too, before sitting down to tuck 
into their party food. When it became 

Autumn Concert

Saturday 5th 
October
7:30pm

at
St.Mary’s Church

£8 admission
(£4 kids)

refreshments
for full details:
www.gamlingaychurch.co.uk
Twitter@GamlingauChurch
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GAMLINGAY YOUTH 
NIGHT IS THURSDAY 

NIGHT!
Now running at

Ecohub
GAMLINGAY 

 

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CAFÉ
5.30pm to 7.15pm
School years 5 to 8

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CLUB
7.30pm to 9.15pm

School years 8 to 11

Run by Lucy Rands

ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL
The Emplins, Gamlingay

Now available on Saturday mornings
Ideal for dancing classes, children’s 

clubs etc.

£10 per hour
Please contact: Kate Golding

Tel:  01767 - 651215
E-mail: kategolding@tiscali.co.uk

Hatley village hall 
is available for general hiring every day 

8.30am to 12 midnight  

Full details can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or ring 
Michael Marshall on 01767 650971 or 
email  mick_marshall@hotmail.co.uk
 

Basic hire charges per hour are  £7.50 
residents/£10.00 others and it can cater 

for 85 
seated 
or 120 
standing.
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time to say farewell Julie and Suzanne 
were presented with a photo book that 
had been made by children leaving for 
school in September.  It brought both 
tears of sadness and joy to their eyes 
as they looked through the children’s 
messages, poems, sketches and photos. 
It was a lovely way for them to thank 
Julie and Suzanne for all their hard 
work, dedication and caring support 
over the last year. The goodbyes were 
hard to say for some of the children and 
their parents, being the end of an era, 
but we all have such happy memories 
and wish the children success and 
happiness as a new chapter begins in 
their little lives.  
 

LOOKING AHEAD TO THE 
AUTUMN TERM 

We are excited to be welcoming eight 
new starters to Rainbow in September 
in addition to 17 children who are 
returning to us once more.  We do 
still have limited spaces available and 
registration is free of charge.  We also 
have a waiting list for 2014-15 so please 
do get in touch or visit our website 
www.gamlingayrainbow.co.uk  if you 
would like to learn more about what 
Rainbow can offer to you and your 
child.  Rainbow Pre-school provides a 
fun and friendly environment in which 
children learn through play from the 
age of 2 years up to school age.  We are 
open from Monday to Thursday 9am to 
3pm and Friday 9am to 12.30pm with 
an optional daily lunch club 11.30am 
to 12.30pm.   This autumn term the 
children will be learning about people 
who help us and will be receiving 
visits from both the East of England 
Ambulance Service and the Gamlingay 
Fire Service.  The visits will allow the 
children to ask questions and learn 
more about the help that is given on a 
day to day basis, as well as giving them 
a hands-on chance to learn about the 
equipment and vehicles that they use.

OPEN DAY - FRIDAY 18TH 
OCTOBER

We will be holding an Open Morning 
on Friday 18th October between 9.30 
and 12.00.  This is open to all parents 
and carers whether your child already 
attends Rainbow, or if you are starting 
to consider a future pre-school setting 
for your baby or toddler. The Open Day 
is a great opportunity to familiarise 
yourself with our staff and our setting.  
Hopefully you will experience first-
hand how Rainbow Pre-school strives 
to stimulate, support, encourage 
and nurture our pre-schoolers.  Our 
Staff and Committee Members will 
be available to show you around and 
answer any questions that you may 
have, so please do come along to meet 
us.

STAY AND PLAY CONTINUES

We are continuing to offer our popular 
Stay and Play sessions that are designed 
for the younger toddlers, with the aim 
of providing a morning of fun activities 
and music for parent/carer and child. 
This session can help to prepare you 
and your child for their future time 
in a pre-school setting. The Stay and 
Play session focuses on children aged 
18 months to 2.5 years and is available 
on a Friday morning from 9.30am 
– 11.30am.  The session fee is £3.00 
which includes a snack.  Please contact 
the pre-school to register your interest 
on an informal basis (there is no formal 
commitment to attend every week 
should you not wish to) or to learn more 
about Stay and Play.
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Tracing the Peters Family. 
 
I am tracing my family history. My 
maternal grandfather, Vivian Peters, 
was born in Gamlingay in 1909. His 
father, Reuben Peters (b. 1877), (my 
great grandfather),  was one of eleven 
siblings who were born and lived at 
4, Mill Street Gamlingay. Some of 
these siblings are buried in Gamlingay 
cemetery (Leet in 1963, Walter in 1954 
and Rose in 1978).
Their parents (my great, great 
grandparents) were Leet G Peters and 
his wife Ellen (nee Croot) who were 
buried in Gamlingay cemetery in 1922 
and 1935 respectively. Leet G had 2 
brothers Zachariah and Arthur who 
both lived and died in Gamlingay. The 
latter two each had five children, many 
of whom were female.

Leet who died in 1963, was, I believe 
a bricklayer, who worked with Albert 
Peters a builder. They built my parents 
house near Bedford in 1953!!

Given that as late as the 1960’s there 
were at least 20 Peters children of my 
great grandfathers generation living in 
Gamlingay, they now all appear to have 
gone. 
 
Does anyone have any information on 
or are they descendants of the Peters 
family? I would love to hear from you 
with any information you have.

Chris Satchwill.
chrissatchwill@msn.com

Time for a Gamlingay 
Arts Festival?

 
Have you noticed that there are many 
arts and entertainments that take 
place in villages all around us? We 
are all aware of the Potton Festival, 
the Potton Music Festival, the Great 
Gransden theatrical and musical 
events and so on – but, with the 
notable except of  groups such as the 
Players, we don’t get the same level 
of involvement in Gamlingay. This is 
interesting as we have many classes 
and groups offered  in all subjects and 
an array of individuals in the village 
who are practitioners of the arts: 
painters, sculptors, potters, dancers, 

photographers, musicians, writers, 
poets and so on. But there are relatively 
few opportunities for them to show off 
their work.
 
A few of us got together over some 
wine and wondered if maybe we should  
try to get something going? Now that 
we have a perfect venue (the Eco-Hub) 
and other spaces around the village in 
which to  include ‘fringe’ events maybe 
the time is right to launch a Gamlingay 
Festival.
 
What do you need for a festival?
 
Easy really – people doing their thing 
and people turning up to see it (and 
maybe taking part). We see three main 
strands (but tell us if there is more) - 
music, art and Performance. We believe 
we can gather the right materials, 
people and interest to make this happen 
but we need to talk to you about it.
 
To launch this Initiative we are going 
to hold a public meeting  to which all 
are welcome to offer ideas, volunteer 
participation and render assistance in 
whatever capacity.  We think the right 
time for the first event will be Autumn 
half term next year 2014, so that we can 
provide lots of  things for the kids to 
do and we can involve the local schools  
and so on. This also gives us enough 
time to get it right.
 
We are holding a public meeting on 
September 9th at the Eco-hub at 7.00 
in the evening.  We will get more 
information out before that date but do 
let us know in the meantime if you have 
any thoughts – or simply wish to give 
us your contact details  to keep on a 
mailing list.
 
We welcome your participation to make 
this another Gamlingay success.
 
Email me at  mjkmercer@mac.
com with your thoughts and contact 
details. 
 
What’s your area of interest?
  

John Mercer
(Classical Guitar performance and 

Composition)
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Agendas and Minutes are available on the website www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk

South Cambridgeshire District Council has published its draft Local Plan.  Provisional allocation is made for 90 
housing units at the Green End Industrial Estate and Local Green Space at the “Lupin field” adjacent to Green Acres.  
Leaflets will be sent by the Parish Council to every household encouraging responses and inviting comment on 
proposals to reduce the speed limit on Station Rd from 30 to 20mph past the Village College.

Funfair – it was agreed that Harris Funfair could hire the recreation field in July.  The position of the fair will be 
different to previous years due to the need to avoid the ground source heat pump pipes under the grass.  Football 
and Bowls club have been informed – the dates are prior to the start of the football season. 

Library – large increases in visitors and new membership figures since the library moved to the Hub are very 
encouraging.
Possible new cemetery at St Mary’s field – resistivity testing has revealed possible ancient track way with ditches.  
Date for geo physics survey has been arranged.

 
New Allotments Update

All 80 of the new allotments have been taken up by Gamlingay residents and the 
site is developing quickly.

Gamlingay Allotment Gardeners Association (GAGA) is responsible for the running 
of the allotments. They can be contacted on gamlingay.allotments@gmail.com

A grant of £9270 has been secured from the Big Lottery Fund to supply and install 
one waterless toilet (picture below) on the site.  This is planned for September.  
Open day at the allotments on 19th October, to coincide with “Green Day” at the 
Eco Hub.

by clerks Leanne Bacon and Kirstin Rayner

VIEW FROM THE CHAIR
by Sarah Groom, Chair of Gamlingay 

Parish Council
You may have read in the previous 
Gazette (July/August) that the Parish 
Council is considering doing a 
Neighbourhood Plan for Gamlingay.  
Our old Parish Plan ran from 2002 to 
2012 and we now have the opportunity 
to put together something new that will 
have real teeth and legal weight when it 
comes to giving Gamlingay a voice and 
shaping how our community develops. 
This could be very useful when 
trying to fend off unwanted planning 
applications, and it will also bring 
in more community money from the 
Government for those housing projects 
we do want. 

However we do need your views on 
whether to go down this route as it will 
cost money and we need volunteers 
to help us put it together.  If you still 
have the previous Gazette, please do 
have another look at the article which 

explains the facts and reasoning behind 
it very clearly and if you don’t, and 
want to read it, just ask Kirstin, our 
clerk, for a copy. We need your views 
by 15th September so please do get in 
touch.

***
Do you care about the future of the 
Lupin Field at the bottom of Green 
Acres?  There was outrage at the plan 
last year to try to build 20 affordable 
homes on it, which thankfully was 
rejected. Now, the owners are trying 
to recoup their losses by putting it 
up for auction (in June this year).  It 
didn’t sell, largely because we have 
applied to South Cambridgeshire 
for it to be adopted as a protected 
‘Local Green Space’  within their 
Local Plan.  This will give it the same 
status as Green Belt, and will make 
it worthless as potential development 
land. BUT, our application has not been 
finally approved and not surprisingly 
the owners have written to South 

Cambridgeshire to object.   So we need 
you to let South Cambridgeshire know 
if you want the Lupin Field protected, 
by coming along to the South Cambs 
Local Plan roadshow which is coming 
to the Eco Hub on 4 September, 2.30 
– 7.30 pm.  The other issue South 
Cambs would like your view on is the 
proposed development of the Green End 
Industrial Estate. 

In July, we delivered a leaflet through 
every door in the village telling you 
about this roadshow, so PLEASE come 
along and give your views, and if you 
can’t make it on that day, you can have 
your say online at www.scambs.gov.uk.

***

On the other side of this hand delivered 
leaflet we asked for your opinion 
on whether we should adopt new 
speed restrictions on Station Road to 
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improve safety, especially around the 
new entrance being built for the new 
houses.  We asked you if you supported 
the current limit going down to 30mph 
(from 40 mph) and then down again to 
20 mph where the road goes past the 
Village College. We have had a very 
good response in favour of this so far, so 
if you have a view on this and haven’t 
been in touch, please do let us know!

***

As always, if you have any questions 
about the work of the Parish Council 
please get in touch with Kirstin 
or Leanne on 650 310 or clerk@
gamlingay-pc.gov.uk., or look on our 
website or Facebook page, or even 
better come along to our meetings to 
listen in – 7.30pm at the Hub on the 
second Tuesday of every month. This 
is YOUR village, so don’t just grumble 
on the sidelines – get involved and tell 
us what you think so we can do the best 
job we can of looking after the village 
which we all call home.

Best wishes

Your Councillors are always ready to 
help. If you have any questions about 
these - or indeed any other - matters, 
please do not hesitate to contact County 
Councillor Sebastian Kindersley on 
01767 651982 or skindersley@hotmail.
com or write to the Manor Barn, East 
Hatley, SG19 3JA. District Councillor 
Bridget Smith is on 01767 650510 or 
bridget@glockling.com 

Local Development Framework – 
Issue & Options

The District Council is now consulting 

on a wide range of final options for 
the new Local Plan. As we predicted 
in the last Gazette the Green End 
redevelopment is included as a site 
alongside the new villages at Bourn 
Airfield, Waterbeach, etc. We are 
happy to support this – on condition 
that a large element of employment 
is retained on site and secondly that 
the development covers the necessary 
infrastructure required  - for more 
education, health, green space, etc as 
necessary. 

As is the case with long processes such 
as the Local Plan our views have moved 
on somewhat. We are not keen to see 
new villages at Bourn, Cambourne and 
Waterbeach. The reason is that they 
are simply not sustainable in terms 
of transport, infrastructure and so on. 
We believe that the ideal place to put 
all development on a large scale such 
as this is at Northstowe. Building a 
proper town with all the necessary 
infrastructure is far more sustainable 
than piecemeal development across a 
wide part of the District – development 
which would mean housing between 
Cambridge all the way along the A428 
to St Neots. If the Councils really think 
Northstowe is the key to unlocking 
economic growth in the region then let’s 
do it properly! If you agree then please 
make sure your views are heard by the 
District Council before September 30th.

Gamingay’s Lupin Field

More locally the Lupin Field has been 
included in the local Plan as a Local 
Green Space. This is a new designation 
roughly equivalent to a Village Green 
which could only be developed “in 
exceptional circumstances and in 
discussion with the local community”. 
This is Policy NH/12 and it would be 
extremely useful if lots of Gamlingay 
residents could write to the District 
Council supporting both the policy 
and the designation of the Lupin Field. 
There is also a Public Exhibition at the 
Eco-Hub on September 4th 2.30pm 
to 7.30pm - please come along! There 
is a Local Plan section on the SCDC 
website – www.scambs.gov.uk – where 
you can make further comment. 

Community Infrastructure Levy

Yes you are right this does seem 
boring BUT be assured it could have 
a BIG impact on us all. Essentially the 

Govt has come up with a new way of 
delivering cash from developments 
to local communities. At the moment 
lots of cash simply disappears into the 
coffers of the District/County Councils 
never to be seen again even though 
developers have been asked to pay it 
for stuff – school places, pre-schools, 
extensions to surgery buildings, new 
footways, etc to name but a tiny few. 
The new system will possibly allow 
much more cash to remain in the Parish 
and indeed the Parish may get to decide 
how it is spent. All good stuff we 
think… 

New Gamlingay Streets!

Yes indeed the development off Station 
Road is up and running – well not quite 
running but definitely happening. We 
have been asked to agree the names of 
the new roads which will commemorate 
the centenary of the First World War 
– Poppy Fields, Darlow Court and 
Swannell Way. 

Church Street, Gamlingay.

Thank you to all those residents from 
Church Street and environs who came 
to the Parish Council’s workshop on 
the proposed improvements to Church 
Street.  Those who attended were able 
to bring their concerns for consideration 
by the professional retained by the PC 
who is going to draw up a plan and 
also pass on their own ideas for how 
things can be improved.  Though a 
one way system was discussed, this 
is unlikely to be considered further 
as it is acknowledged that one way 
systems merely increase the speed at 
which traffic flows – the last thing that 
we want.  Once a draft plan is ready it 
will be presented to the whole village 
through the Gazette and at an exhibition 
in the Eco Hub.  This will be the main 
opportunity for everyone to contribute 
their thoughts and observations.

Allotments

Many congratulations to GAGA and 
Gamlingay Parish Council for the 
enormous success of the new allotments 
on Long Lane. They look brilliant. 

Roads

Firstly there are no changes proposed by 
the County Council to the current winter 
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gritting network. However, if you feel 
there is a part of the village or area that 
is not gritted and should be you can 
make a request – but get moving as your 
opportunity ends September 20th. In the 
first instance let Sebastian know your 
thoughts….

Secondly there have been a number 
of site visits over the summer to 
meet Highway officers to discuss 
the implementation of speed limits 
(at Heath Road and the Iron Church 
junction) and reducing those already 
there (at Station Road). Please let us 
know your thoughts. The current idea 
in Station Road is to reduce to 20mph 
outside the Village College and to 
30mph to the Hatley side of the Railway 
Bridge.  

Police Community Officers

The Constabulary would like your views 
on the role that Police Community 
Support Officers (PCSO) play in 
our community.  You can complete 
the survey, which is available on the 
website at http://www.cambs-police.
co.uk/survey/pcsopublicconsultation_
back/pcsopublicconsultation.htm
The purpose of the review is to 
understand how PCSOs can best 
serve the needs of the public and the 
organisation in the future. It will help 
to ensure we have the right resources, 
in the right places, doing the right jobs.  
This survey is your opportunity to help 
the Police. Please respond or you may 
find your collar being felt…

County Council Meeting

Following the recent changes to the 
County Council’s make-up the first 
proper meeting of the Council took 
place on July 16th and very interesting 
it was too…(stop laughing, it was).  
We agreed to drop the number of 
signatures required to debate a petition 
from 15000 to 3000. We unanimously 
agreed to lobby Government to try 
for a better education settlement for 
Cambridgeshire – where just FYI we 
receive £3000 less per pupil per year 
than the highest funded authority 
and £500 less than the average. The 
last motion – also agreed – asked the 
Council to face up to the fact that we 
have a £300 million deficit on our roads 
in terms of maintenance which grows at 
£50m a year and we need to be honest 
about it rather than just hoping it goes 

away. Hopefully this will be recognised 
when we come to our budget and more 
importantly our borrowing decisions….

A14

The Government cornered all the 
region’s Council Leaders at a June 
meeting and gave them “until Monday 
evening” to agree a local funding 
contribution otherwise the whole A14 
project would have been put back 
until after the next General Election. 
Such hardball tactics worked and so 
the project is all go with £50m from 
the Local Enterprise Partnership, £25 
million from the County Council and 
upwards of £5million from South 
Cambs (which has only agreed the 
principle rather than the £) with other 
Councils meeting the shortfall. 

We cannot say that funding nationally 
key projects with local funding is ideal. 
Or even moral. However the deal is 
done and we must all make the best of 
it. When you drive down the new A14 
Toll Road sit back for a moment and 
consider “I paid for this…”

Superfast Broadband

How annoying is this…The first phase 
of the roll-out is scheduled from 
December 2013 through to June 2014. 
Further details of this and subsequent 
phases of the roll-out plan will be 
announced at regular intervals from 
September 2013, as more information 
becomes available. The first phase 
of the project will targeting those 
areas that will require the least work 
to upgrade the infrastructure in order 
to connect them to faster broadband 
services – instead of the areas such as 
the Parishes of the Gamlingay Division 
that demonstrated the highest number 
of potential paying customers for BT’s 
services which would have made more 
state funding available elsewhere in the 
County. Big raspberry to BT.

Transport Strategy for Cambridge 
and South Cambridgeshire

Please respond to the Transport 
Strategy for Cambridge and South 
Cambridgeshire (TSCSC) being 
consulted on 30th September. We 
recognise that for more travel demand to 
be accommodated substantially in and 
around Cambridge, more people will 
need to walk, cycle and use passenger 

transport for journeys. The Strategy 
proposes a range of measures including
prioritisation within Cambridge and its 
fringes for bus services, pedestrians and 
cyclists. This would initially focus on 
targeted improvements to the networks 
to facilitate increases in these trips. 
(I copied this from a paper because I 
know it’s important- I’ve told you now. 
Obvious tho…)

Buses

Following the Elections in May the 
whole Bus project ground to a halt. For 
two months there has been absolutely 
nothing from the County relating to 
buses despite requests from Parishes, 
us and the District. There had been a 
lot of officers leave which explains it, 
no doubt. However the County is now 
gearing up to proceed with further 
talking and consultation.  

There is an undertaking from the 
County that no changes will be made 
to the subsidised bus services (by the 
County, that is) until an alternative 
system us up and running. So at the 
moment if you hear rumours that 
ANYTHING is happening to ANY bus 
then they are likely to be completely 
wrong. Please ignore them or better 
head them to Sebastian who will Take 
Steps. 

Got a problem? Issue? Something 
you’d like to discuss?

Your Councillors are here to help you. 
Please do feel free to contact us with 
comments, questions, problems or 
complaints. We hope we can help but if 
we can’t we are likely to know someone 
who can!    



NEWS FROM SUNSHINE 
PRESCHOOL

WI Hall, Waresley Road, Gamlingay, Phone: 07703 770676
Email: sunshinepreschool@btinternet.com , 

Website: www.sunshine-gamlingay.ik.org

Another year of Sunshine Pre-School 
children are embarking on their new 
adventure into their reception year. We 
wish them all the very best, its been a 
pleasure to have them.

The children enjoyed a successful 
Sports Day. Thank you to Big Time 
Bouncers in Biggleswade for supplying 
us with the Bouncy Castle, and to all 
parents that helped out on the day, we 
hope that the children enjoyed it.

We were lucky with the weather to 
enjoy our leavers trip to Linton Zoo in 
the sunshine, the children had a great 
time and had the opportunity to meet 
some interesting creatures.

The children enjoyed planting the 
flowers so kindly donated from 
Waresely Garden Centre, they’ve 
brought a great burst of summer colour 
to our outside space. 

A big thank you to those who collected 

the Sainsbury’s vouchers for us. We are 
expecting to receive some new exciting 
sports equipment very soon.

We hope the children have enjoyed 
their summer and look forward to 
welcoming them back in September 
along with new faces to enjoy the new 
term.

Help Us Celebrate

Sunshine Pre School has been running 
for 20 years as part of a project, please 
participate and contact us with any old 
images you may have of the pre-school 
garden, staff, etc. that you are happy 
for us to make copies of, or use for a 
project about Sunshine Over The Years.

Places Available

Please contact us for a registration form 
to book your place. There is currently 
a waiting list for the new September 
term.

I thought Gazette readers may be 
interested to see a bit of Gamlingay 
wildlife.
Photo taken in Stocks Lane July 25th 
2013.
Moments later the snake managed to 
get half way under someone’s front 
door before I did my best Steve Irwin 
impression and pulled it back out by 
its tail!  We then got it into a box and 
let it free on Millbridge Brook field.
 
I don’t remember “snake handling” 
being part of the parish clerk job 
description!      Leanne

Bedfordshire Railway and 
Transport Association 

(BRTA)
by Richard Pill

BRTA is an ‘open to all’, campaign 
collective, of loose and shared goals, 
agendas and aspirations; including 
local rail links and stations: a voice 
for public transport users. A people 
group like BRTA can collectively put 
weight behind getting things done. 
Making public transport, as much as is 
reasonably possible, accommodating 
for all.

BRTA wants support for strategic 
East West rail links to be given more 
priority On its recently updated website 
it has produced maps showing what it 
believes to be a major opportunity not 
just for local linear areas like Bedford, 
Cambridge, Oxford, Milton Keynes and 
Northampton, but to address some of 
the claims made in the High Speed 2 
website (www.hs2.org.uk).

Whilst the exact ‘optimum route’ for 
extending across East of the Bedford 
area and the Bedford-Bletchley 
Railway Corridor in particular to 
link both the East Coast Main Line 
(ECML) and Cambridge for Stansted 
Airport and East Anglia, is yet to be 
determined, it is BRTA’s belief that as 
per previous study recommendations, 
a new Thameslink style Bedford-
Northampton rail link (just 20 miles) 
would benefit other, existing railway 
lines, creating much needed capacity. 

High Speed2 website: www.hs2.org.uk

BRTA website: www.brta-bedford.org.
uk

There is more information on the 
BRTA website; and an invitation to 
join.
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News from Gamlingay Library
Gamlingay Library needs your help! As a 
volunteer-run community library, we have 
limited funds, and rely heavily on donations. If 
you have any new, good condition books that 

you no longer want, we would be delighted to take them off your hands. If you have 
finished a good book, why not donate it to the library, and let other people enjoy it 
too?
Congratulations to the many children who participated in “Creepy House”, this 
year’s summer reading challenge. Children earned stickers (including very smelly 
scratch and sniff ones), medals and certificates, by reading library books. The aim 
was to read one book a week, but in some cases, people managed to read many, 
many more!

Next month we will be hosting a talk and quiz on “Jane Austen Goes to the 
Movies”, given by Professor Brycchan Carey, an expert on eighteenth century and 
Regency literature- more details nearer the time!

Sunday 21st July marked the first ride 
out of what is hoped will become a 
thriving Gamlingay Cycling Club 
(exact name TBC by the founder 
members!). Following obvious 
cycling enthusiasm on a recent GEAG 
organised community bike ride, 
new Gamlingay resident Neil Vose, 
has started gauging commitment 
throughout the local area for the 
formation of an official club. There has 
been a great deal of initial interest (and 
already some competitive banter with 
other local clubs.) 

The first ride saw four local residents 
starting out with a small leg warmer 
up the hill towards Gransden Airfield 
and once successfully summited they 
continued towards Cambridge passing 
through the villages of Longstowe, 
Toft, Comberton and Barton.  After 
a small tour of Cambridge, the return 
leg took in a couple of hills passing 

through Trumpington, Harston, 
Haslingfield, Barrington, Shepreth, 
Meldreth, Bassingbourne, Croydon and 
East Hatley/Hatley St George.  All-in-
all it was a 67km tour of some beautiful 
South Cambridgeshire villages, with 
great scenery and company along the 
way, finishing at The Wheatsheaf, 
the proprietor of which, is keen on 
sponsoring the new club. Thanks Dave!

In the future, the club plans to offer 
guided rides out at weekends and 
perhaps also during the week to cater 
for a variety of levels and abilities. 
Initially, it will be focused on road 
biking, but with the possible addition 
of mountain biking in the future. The 
club is new and is very much reliant on 
locals joining in, so if anyone would 
like to find out more, please contact 
Neil on neil@neilvose.co.uk.

Neil Vose



The Gamlingay Archaeological 
Group (Gamarch)

by John Jenkins and Kirstin Rayner
 
Since the last article we have had 
enjoyable June and July meetings at the 
Women’s Institute Hall including an 
excellent presentation given by Quinton 
Carroll (Cambridgeshire County 
Archaeologist) on the excavations 
carried out in 1997 at the Station Road 
Saxon Burial Site. Our website is now 
live at www.gamarchcambs.wordpress.
com. with up-dates scheduled over the 
next few months.

At the end of May the Group had a very 
useful Resistivity Testing session on St. 
Mary’s Field learning how to set up the 
appropriate equipment and grid squares. 
We completed surveying some squares 
at the top of the field and agreed to plan 
for another session later in the year. 
Fluxo-gradiometry testing was carried 
out in June by Britannia Archaeology 
and so far the field is throwing up 
some interesting combined results 
reflecting potential trackways, ditches 
in various areas plus some aspects of 
the foundations of the Tithe Barn. This 
is all part of an ongoing project which 
will be continued later this year. Matters 
regarding the Gamlingay Heritage Trail 
have also been progressing regarding 
the preference for the main pathway 
plus the positioning, design and content 
of the three signboards. 

Our Trial Pit Investigation Week began 
on Wednesday 24th July 2013 at the 
Eco Hub when various people brought 
along items they had found in the 
village for identification and dating by 
Jo Richards of Cambridgeshire’s Jigsaw 
Archaeological Group. Many of the 
finds were naturally from the 19th and 
20th Centuries but some from the 18th 
and a few dating back many hundreds of 
years. Although many of the finds were 
damaged some were in surprisingly 
good condition despite being buried for 
many years. James Brown (author of 
three significant books on Gamlingay) 
also attended to kindly share some of 
his wealth of knowledge on events 
throughout time in the village.

We attended Fay’s at 21 Station Road on 
Thursday 25th and undertook 1m2 test pit 
with a selection of Gamarch members. 
We found a range of items, clay pipe, 
Victorian pottery, and recorded three 
layers of deposits which uncovered a 
third hard core level, believed to be 
the yard surface associated with the 

old manor barns. Many thanks to Fay, 
Richard and Kim for making available 
their garden 
and helping us 
out, with  on tap 
refreshments! 
On Friday we 
attended Peter and 
Jen Wrights at 4, 
Church End, and 
dug a further pit to 
investigate site use 
in the past. There 
were many finds, 
in the two layers of 
deposits including 
many nails, hinges, 
a scythe, brick and 
tile, Victorian and 
medieval pottery, 
a coin and two 
insignia thought 
to be early 20th 
century police 
badges. Some finds 
will need further 
identification by a 
specialist. Thanks 
to Peter and Jen 
Wright for their 
help and support 
for such a great day!
 

Amazing how much soil comes out 
from a 1 metre square test pit! The 
groups comprised- Jemima Wolverton, 
Brian Perry, Kim Keefe, Fay and 
Richard Boisseaux, Chris Tomsett, 
Tristan Rayner, Betty Dempsey, 
Christine Colby, Mike Collins, Peter 
and Jen Wright, John Bye, and Edmund 
from Jigsaw Archaeology group.

For a group that has only been in 
existence for less than a year things 
are greatly improving with our scope 
of activities and we have many future 
projects lined up for Autumn onwards; 
so why not come along to our next 
meeting on Thursday 5th September at 
the Women’s Institute Hall, Waresley 
Road, Gamlingay commencing at 
7.30 pm. For any other information 
concerning the Group please contact 
our Secretary Kirstin Rayner c/o the 
Gamlingay Parish Council on 01767 
650310 or e-mail clerk@gamlingay-pc.
gov.uk.
We will have a display at the Village 
Show- come and look at the finds and 
find out more!



WI meetings,
by Gill Spaul

21st May
The speaker, Mr J Savill, 
gave an excellent evening’s 
entertainment with his 
‘History of Punch and Judy’, greatly 
enjoyed by all who attended.

18th June 
A busy, well-attended meeting, with 
plenty on the agenda. New members 
and visitors were warmly welcomed. 
Cookery demonstrations are always a 
treat, and Mrs Veronica Hewins ‘Life in 
India’ was no exception. Veronica talked 
the ladies through the healing properties 
of spices, and the main six groups used 
in traditional Indian cookery. With over 
4000 years of tradition, the food spoke 
for itself. While cooking a chicken and 
a vegetable curry, Veronica told of her 
own family history, one of riches to rags 
to riches, an Indian Cinderella story, 
with its sadness and humour, laced with 
strong Christian beliefs and tenacity. 
With a chance to taste the delicious 
food, and purchase ingredients, this was 
a most worthwhile evening.

16th July
Business was quickly dealt with, despite 
the evening being one of the hottest 
so far this year. Details of the many 
interesting trips and courses in the near 
future were circulated to members.

The speaker, Mark Davis, then began 
his talk entitled ‘Signs of the World’, a 
humourous collection of tales, aided by 
slides, showing how language can be 
misinterpreted with hilarious results. 
Lost in translation comes to mind.

News from RSPB 
The Lodge

by Mark Brandon

Earlier this year I seemed to spend a 
lot of time talking and writing about 
the prolonged spell of bad weather 
and the impact this was having on our 
migrating birds and wildlife, so it’s 
now really nice to be able to talk about 
this current long spell of hot sunny and 
calm weather. I know it doesn’t suit 
all of us humans, but judging by the 
amount of butterflies and dragonflies, 
bees and insects buzzing around the 
reserve and my garden, it certainly 
pleases them. You may also have 

noticed that insect catching birds 
such as swifts, swallows and house 
martins are swooping through our skies 
and over our villages, towns and the 
surrounding countryside in seemingly 
larger numbers than in previous years, 
another great sign of the summer we 
are experiencing.
I’ve recently spoken to a couple of 
people who have told me that after 
a number of years when their house 
sparrows had almost disappeared, 
they have recently started to see them 
returning to their gardens again. 
We will have to see if this anecdotal 
evidence is backed up by research in 
the coming months. With the RSPB 
Give Nature a Home campaign, we can 
all help these characterful birds that 
have previously thrived around human 
habitation, by providing both homes 
and plants to encourage the insects 
that they need to survive and raise 
their young successfully.  Please look 
at www.rspb.org.uk/homes for more 
information on all aspects of gardening 
for wildlife.
Over the next month or two, many 
of the summer birds that have been 
breeding in the UK will start to make 
their way to the shorelines around 
the country and then continue on 
their much longer journeys to their 
wintering grounds in Africa. It can be 
an exciting time for birdwatchers as 
rare and uncommon species get blown 
off course and are found in areas where 
they wouldn’t generally be found. At 
the same time, the first returning winter 
birds will be arriving, but we’ll save 
that story for another day!

The RSPB Lodge reserve is open every 
day of the week, from dawn to dusk, for 
everyone to enjoy and there are plenty 
of organised events: just ring to book. 
Entry is included in the car-parking fee 
- £4 a car for non-members, free if you 
are members or just visiting the shop. 
The shop (01767 680541) is open every 
day (9am-5pm and 10am-5pm weekends 
and Bank Holidays) and has everything 
for people who love nature. 
Please check our website; www.rspb.
org.uk/thelodge for the events you 
can enjoy here at RSPB The Lodge in 
September.

The Royal Society for the Protection of 
Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity.  
In England and Wales, no: 207076.  
In Scotland, no: SC037654.



PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
RESULTS

THE results of a public consultation 
in which members of the public were 
invited to have their say on plans 
to combine Burwell and Swaffham 
Bulbeck fire stations have been 
announced.
In total, 152 people responded to the 
eight week consultation, which was 
carried out between May 7 and July 2, 
after instruction from Cambridgeshire 
and Peterborough Fire Authority. 88 
per cent (134 respondents), said that 
they agreed with the plans to combine 
the two fire stations to create a single 
state-of-the-art station with parking and 
community amenities at Reach Road in 
Burwell.
A petition against the combination was 
also received this week, signed by 127 
residents of Swaffham Bulbeck. Both 
the consultation results and the petition 
will be handed to members of the Fire 
Authority to assist them in making 
a final decision on whether or not to 
combine the two stations at its meeting 
on October 11 this year. 

Why is the combination being 
proposed?

The combination plans were proposed 
as currently Burwell and Swaffham 
Bulbeck fire stations are located only 
three miles apart by road. Both stations 
and the land surrounding them were 
not designed to house fire stations 
and so are not fit for purpose (one 
is a former public house, the other 
a former factory building). It is not 
feasible to bring either station up to 
modern day standards, or to provide 
a proper practical training facility on 
either site. In addition, despite ongoing 
recruitment campaigns in Swaffham, 
the station has been permanently 
unavailable during the day for some 
years and it is also difficult to find 
enough crew in the evening. At present, 
Swaffham only has four members of 
staff (a minimum of four are needed to 

crew a fire station). A new recruit is due 
to be completing training shortly and 
should be operational by the end of the 
year.

What happens next?

If the combination is approved by the 
Fire Authority in October, it is planned 
to transfer as many firefighters as 
possible from Swaffham Bulbeck to 
the new station in Burwell, to increase 
the availability of a fire crew across the 
area as a whole.

Will Swaffham Bulbeck fire station 
be operational until the Fire 
Authority meeting in October?

Due to crewing shortages, there is 
no one at the station to take charge of 
the crew, which means that the fire 
engine is unable to attend emergency 
incidents. A member of staff has agreed 
to be trained up to take on this role. It 
is anticipated that they will be fully 
trained by October. During this period 
the Swaffham Bulbeck crew will 
temporarily respond to Burwell Fire 
Station to attend 999 calls.

How can I find out more?

To view the public consultation results 
in full, log onto www.cambsfire.gov.uk
A YouTube video addressing some 
of the concerns raised by members 
of the public is also available on 
Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue 
Services’ YouTube channel http://www.
youtube.com/user/CambsFireRescue

For further information, contact Emma 
Rogers, Acting Head of Media and 
Communication on 01480 444646, or 
07717 492458. 

News from Gamlingay & 
District History Society, 

by Peter Wright.

Gamlingay and District History 
Society meet regularly throughout 
the year, with organised talks, social 
evenings, and visits to places of 
historical interest. We also have a 
growing archive documenting the 
history of Gamlingay, and aim to 
promote interest in the history of the 
village and the local area.

We meet on the second Monday 
of each month (except July and 
August) at 7.30pm in room two at 
the Village College. There is usually 
a speaker, and later this season we 
have talks by local author James 
Brown, and Dr K. Sneath, as well as 
other local history lecturers. You can 
attend these meetings as a guest for 
£3.00, or better still, join the Society 
and get free entry to all ten lectures 
and functions throughout the year 
for only £15.00.

Take a look at our website, www.
gamlingayhistory.co.uk, or our sister 
website, www.gamlingayphotos.
co.uk, to get a flavour of Gamlingay 
history, or come along to our first 
meeting of the season on Monday 
September 9th, when guest lecturer 
Ian Waller will speak on military 
recruitment in Britain during WW1.

We have a long association with 
the Village Show, and at this year’s 
show on September 21st we will 
be mounting a display of historical 
photographs of Gamlingay, many of 
which have not been seen before.

 We are looking for new members, 
and September is the best time to 
join the Society. We will be on hand 
at the show to answer any questions 
you may have, and hopefully 
persuade you to join!



Friendship Coffee 
Mornings

All welcome, 10:30am

5th September
Lindy Gorton
The Emplins.

3rd October
15 Fairfield

If you need a lift, 
please contact 
Gerry Brunt on 
01767 650 693

Christian Aid 
The Christian Aid House to House 
Collection came to £1961.84   

The proceeds from four of the monthly 
Soup lunches, run by St Mary’s Church 
Social Committee, were donated to 
Christian Aid and amounted to £557, 
making a grand total for Christian Aid 
Week of £2518.84.  

A big thank you to all who helped 
in any way – those who donated to 
the House to House; our wonderful 
Collectors;  those who provided the 
lunches and those who enjoyed eating 
the food.  

Well done, everyone!

Letter recieved from: A Thomhill
THE HEATH 
GAMLINGAY
SG192JH
June 9th 2013
Site 58
The plan to site #10 Gypsy families on 
Potton Rd The Heath in close proximity 
to the established site on The Common 
Potton is flawed on many levels, most 
of which have been highlighted in 
the Council’s own criteria for site 
development. Importantly the Council 
have overlooked the future social 
interaction between the two sites. It is 
known that Potton site have a criminal 
element within. If a site is developed 
on the “doorstep” unrest will grow 
between the two sites as a “pecking 
order” is established. It is also highly 
likely that one group will be blamed 
for the others misdemeanours and visa 
versa.

The travelling community have a 
narrow field of employment, and to 
introduce 10 rival families seeking 
employment in very close proximity 
will lead to a “turf war”. When this 
type of “turf war” breaks out in any 
community it is most unpleasant and 
dangerous for all concerned, it tends 
NOT to be confined to those directly 
involved, but spreads to all generations 
within the groups, unrest being seen in 
Schools, Pubs, Shops and public places, 
and not just confined to the two sites.

 It should be taken very seriously that 
the current residents on the Potton 
site have voiced their disapproval of 
developing site 58. The council would 
be wise NOT to ignore this fact. 

The Gypsy community have values, 
and laws within their community, 
which differ from those of the settled 
community, it’s true to say that mafia 
type order exists. A recent Gypsy 
murder in the Stevenage area should set 
alarm bells ringing.

Once unrest is established it can take 
generations to subside (if ever)
The local settled community will NOT 
thank the Council for bringing rival 

gangs together on their doorstep when 
there is no need to do so, and no local 
Police to keep order. The Council’s 
“best intentions” could well turn out 
to be their “worst nightmare”. If the 
Council are in any doubt they should 
commission a study into the likely 
scenarios of placing rival factions in 
such close proximity to one another, or 
simply show some common sense and 
dismiss site 58 as an option.

Planting Scheme

My name is Mary and I am contrary.
My garden will not grow.
If I had £1.75 some flower seeds I could 
sow.
This would cost much less than plants 
(at least I rather think)
The Garden Centre’s very dear and 
from such price I shrink.

My name is Mary and I’m quite 
contrary.
My shoes do get so muddy.
My bestest friend, she got quite cross, 
said
“Get a path old buddy”.
But paths are made of slabs you see, it 
makes the whole thing neater
And my plot’s all in measured feet 
while slabs are all in metre.

My name is Mary, I’m rather contrary
I think a lawn I’ll put in.
Though I don’t know, grass is nice and 
green
But the wretched stuff needs cuttin’.
This raises certain problems about the 
choice of mower -
Is the cost of a ‘hover’ great or is a 
cylinder lower?

My name is Mary, I’m really contrary
The weeds that grow are dense.
So much so that next door complained, 
“Why don’t you get a fence?”.
But fence means posts and panels too 
and I don’t know what the price is.
This gardening lark is not so good, 
there’s always some real crisis.

My name is Mary, I’m a lot contrary.
I’ll have a pool so peaceful,
With chair beside and book to read, a 
cup with milk and tea’s full.
I’ll stock it up with curious plants to 
make the water sweeter........
Oh dear! It’s all gone wrong again, I 
measured gallon not litre.

I’m Mary, Mary, extremely contrary
Why should I have a garden?
Why should I have to apologise, to the 
neighbours “beg their pardon’ ?
I’m fed up of seeds and grassy lawns, 
of pools and paths and fences.
Whenever I think of what I’ll do it 
always numbs my senses.

I’m Mary, Mary, always contrary
I’ll gravel the lot for car parkin’.
At least the neighbours will be pleased
It’ll cut down on the ‘narkin’.
Then nothing but chippings will appear 
without any other refinement
And I’ll sit inside with cake and T.V. 
and rejoice in my confinement “ .

Tony Woodall

letters



Biggleswade 
and District Art 

Society

30th Autumn Art Exhibition

Northill Village Hall
(opposite the church)

Saturday 19th October 10:00am - 4:00pm
Sunday 20th October 10:00am - 4:00pm

Free admission, 
Original paintings 

for sale, 
Refreshments



Vacancy
Parish Clerk 

Parish Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer to Hatley Parish Council required from 
1st September 2013. 

Hatley is a small parish of approximately 90 households situated in South 
Cambridgeshire. The Parish Council has 5 members and meets a minimum of 4 
times per year in the evening at Hatley Village Hall.

The post is part-time (12 hours per month), salary based on National Joint Council 
scales to be agreed. An allowance will be paid for use of own computer equipment 
and for working from home.  

The job includes preparing agendas, attending meetings, writing minutes and reports, 
managing the accounts, dealing with correspondence and enquiries.   

The ideal candidate would have some experience of local government but full 
training can be arranged. 

For a full job description and application form please contact:

L Bacon – Clerk Hatley Parish Council
55 Fairfield, Gamlingay, Beds, SG19 3LG
01767 650379 
clerk@hatley.info
website www.hatley.info



GAMLINGAY 
PLAYERS 
PRESENT

“The Importance of Being 
Earnest”,

the classic light-hearted drama 
by Oscar Wilde

Friday 1st and Saturday 2nd 
November

at the Eco-Hub

Here is Oscar Wilde’s most 
brilliant ‘tour de force’, a 
witty and buoyant comedy of 
manners that has delighted 
millions in countless 
productions since its first 
performance in London in 
1895. Even though it is an old 
play, it stands up remarkably 
to the test of time.  It is being 
directed by one of our younger 
members who says “I fell in 
love with the play when I saw 
it a few months ago being 
performed at the Gordon 
Craig and I believe that our 
Gamlingay audience will enjoy 
it”.
 
Jack Worthing lives in a country 
house with his ward Cecily. To 
escape from his respectable 
country existence he has 
invented a rebellious brother 
called Ernest whom he has to 
regularly go and visit/help out 
in town! However on his trips 
to town he adopts the name 
Ernest and lives the carefree 
life of the imaginary brother. 
During his life in town he meets 
Gwendolyn and wins her hand.  
Unfortunately she declares that 
the main attraction is his (false) 
name Ernest! This confusion 
is increased when Jacks best 
friend Algernon, turns up at his 
country home pretending to 
be the rogue brother ‘Ernest’ 
only to find that Cecily has 
been holding a secret flame 
for ‘Ernest’ because she is 

thrilled by the tales she has 
heard about him! Too many 
‘Ernest’s’!! 

Book the date in your diary 
now!  Tickets on sale from 
the end of September from 
our usual box offices –The 
Cutting Mill, The Hub and 
The Bargain Box – and of 
course on-line.

Force campaign short-listed for 
national award
A CAMPAIGN that aims to 
reduce the number of victims 
of crime in the county has been 
short-listed for a national award.
Cambridgeshire Constabulary’s 
“Get Closer” campaign lines up 
alongside national campaigns for 
American liqueur Southern Comfort 
and Channel 4 in the “data and 
planning” category of the Brand 
Republic Future 5 Awards.
The awards recognise innovation in 
marketing and public relations and the 
short-listed campaigns were selected by 
judges from those nominated nationally.
A public vote has begun and the force 
is asking members of the public to 
show their support and vote at www.
brandrepublic.com/future5 
Get Closer uses crime analysis to 
produce a seasonal trend calendar, 
which allows effective and efficient 
communications with the aim of 
reducing the number of victims of 
crime in the county.
Marketing manager Sarah Cooper 
said: “We are delighted to have been 
nominated for this award, in a category 
alongside two such established and 
recognisable brands, and we are now 
looking for as many votes as possible 
from members of the public.
“The Get Closer campaign has made 
our approach to communications 
smarter and more cost efficient by 
identifying the most problematic crimes 
through trend analysis.
“By using data to identify victim and 
offender profiles and locations and 
times of offences, we ensure we are 
targeting the right people with the right 
message at the right time in the best 
way we can.
“Also recognising the difficult 
economic times, we identified key 
stakeholders and partners to help us 

continued on page 29



continued from page 28

deliver innovative free or low cost 
marketing activity.”
The awards are run by leading 
communications website Brand 
Republic, published by Haymarket 
Brand Media, which also produces titles 
including PRWeek and Media Week.
The Future 5 Awards seek to highlight 
and celebrate radical and ground-
breaking campaigns across advertising, 
marketing, media and PR.
As the title suggests, it has five 
categories, which for 2013, as well 
as “data and planning”, are: “the big 
idea”, “audience participation”, “brand 
collaboration”, and “tech innovation”.
Other companies short-listed in 
categories include O2, Samsung, 
Mercedes Benz, EDF Energy and the 
National Trust.
The citation for the Get Closer 
campaign highlighted the use of 
shoplifting analysis, which identified 
two main types of thief - prolific and 
juvenile, first-time offenders – as well 
as the goods being stolen and from 
which shops.
This allowed marketing materials 
including banners and posters to be 
positioned in shop entrances and 
bespoke shelf-edge artwork in aisles 
where the most commonly stolen goods 
were being taken.
The analysis also indicated juvenile 
first-time offenders were usually 
achieving good grades and were 
shoplifting for “fun”. Advertising 
was placed on toilet doors in schools, 
Facebook advertising was targeted 
at pupils in schools with the most 
offenders and radio adverts were 
broadcast during the school run with 
the message, “It doesn’t matter how 
many A*s you get, no one wants to 
employ a thief”.
All the key crime trends identified by 
the campaign fell during 2012/13.
The public vote will close on August 26 
before a young people’s panel pick their 
overall winner in September.

RESIDENTS are being urged to watch 
out for suspicious activity following 
a break-in and an attempt burglary in 
South Cambridgeshire.
A laptop was stolen from a home in 
Mansfield Close, Milton, overnight on 
Friday while burglars tried to break 
into a house in Ballard Close at about 
1.20am on Saturday. 
Detective Constable Andy Bates said: 
“We would urge people to be vigilant 
and ensure their windows and doors are 
secured.
“Keep a lookout for people acting 
suspiciously and note registration 
numbers of vehicles.
“We would advise people to put 
valuables in a safe place and not leave 
them on show.”
For more security advice, contact your 
community safety officer by calling 
101.
Anyone with any information should 
call police on 101 or Crimestoppers, 
anonymously, on 0800 555111. 

Dear All,
Following the latest panel meeting on 
Thursday 18th July - the new priority 
set for the next quarter is focusing on 
speeding and parking issues across the 
beat area. 
With regards to concerns raised 
relating to drug use in Gamlingay - we 
have continued to focus our patrols at 
particular identified locations, attended 
the youth club and Eco Hub regularly, 
worked collaboratively with Youth 
Projects, conducted licensing checks, 
and conducted ASB surveys down 
residential streets where we have been 
informed there are ongoing issues 
(with only one response). In the last 
3 months, we have only had 2 reports 
phoned in to us regarding illegal drug 
use; therefore if residents are still 
concerned about ongoing drug related 
issues, please report them to us on 101 
with specific details about dates/times 
and people/vehicles involved to help us 
build a better picture of what is going 
on. Alternatively you can email me at 
steph.wiltshire@cambs.pnn.police.uk
Kind Regards
PCSO Stephanie Wiltshire



On a windy day in 
Gamlingay the opening 

Ceremony for the 
Community Turbine took 

place.

Many children and members of the 
community were there to hold and 
help cut the green ribbon, and the 
press were out in force to record the 
occasion with cameras galoore.

Chris Smith made a short address, 
which I precis below, and the images 
themselves show how the afternoon’s 
event was marked by the community.

“There are numerous people who have 
helped support this project and turn 
a dream into reality. We know the 
greatest danger to our environment 
from global warming is the assumption 
that others will sort things out. Well 

not here in Gamlingay where the drive 
to do something about our carbon 
footprint has led so many people to get 
involved in this project. The funding 
and the management of the project has 
come from the village but we have had 
support across the country and we in 
turn have been supporting other groups 
with their projects.

I’d like to thank everyone involved but 
in particular.

• David and Johnny Johnson for 
allowing this community project to 
be built on their land. Without their 
support for our village this turbine 
would not be here today.
• Sebastian Kindersley, our District 
and County Councilor for chairing 
our public meetings during the public 
consultation period.
• Our Parish Council for opening up the 

debate and ensuring all villagers’ views 
were heard.
• South Cambridge District Council 
and the Sustainable Parish Energy 
Partnership which is doing so much 
to promote awareness of energy 
consumption and use of renewables 
in South Cambs. Gamlingay is not 
the only Parish doing exciting things 
although we are the first to install a 
community wind turbine. So a special 
thanks to Siobhan for this.
• I’d like to thank our partners Enercon 
who built the turbine for us and with 
whom we have a service contract for 
the next 15 years. Enercon are based in 
St Ives and many of the team are local 
to us, indeed Glyn was brought up in 
our village.
• Wayne Bacon and Richard Boissieux 
for sleeping out with me on the coldest 
nights of the year to ensure the copper 
cables stayed safe until connected and 



buried deep under the ground.
• For Pete and Steve Cutmore for 
their patience and endurance digging 
trenches and building tracks in the most 
extreme weather.

• Our friends in GEAG, the Gamlingay 
Environmental Action Group who 
further opened up the debate and 
encouraged us to consider our 
environment with every aspect of the 
build - we used a local recycled WW2 
runway for the track and the crane pad 
we are standing on.
• To Jackie and the Gamlingay Gazette 
for allowing us to keep the village 
informed of our progress and to hear 
the views of those less keen on the 
turbine
• And finally to the support we’ve had 
from our schools and the children who 
have come up to officially open the 
turbine today.

Just before they do this for us I’d like to 
remind you of the 3 main objectives of 
Gamlingay Community Turbine.
1. To offset the carbon footprint of our 
village
2. To create an income stream for 
environmentally friendly projects in the 
village - we will be donating 10%
3. To fund this ourselves, here, without 
public funds, without grants and 
without external borrowing from banks 
so that all benefits are returned here 
into our rural economy. 
This is Our Project. By Our 
Community. For Our Community.
So after a count down from 5 our 
children will officially announce the 
turbine open by cutting the green 
ribbon.”

Chris Smith, Director of Gamlingay 
Community Turbine 14.6 2013



WHAT’S ON IN SEPTEMBER

Over 50’s walks Meet at Ecohub car park. New members welcome.  Ring 654 891 for 
further information

Wednesday, 18th September 
Thursday, 17th October

History Society programme awaited

Monday, 9th September Guest lecturer Ian Waller will speak on military recruitment in Britain during 
WW1.

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New members 
most welcome. tel: 651 025 .

Gardening Club Monthly meetings held at the WI Hall, 7:30pm (not June July or August)

W I 7.30pm WI Hall

17th September Andy Malcolm ‘Fishermens’ Mission’

15th October Harvest Supper

Parental Forum, GVC 7 to 8pm Gamlingay Village College

Tuesday, 17th September Autumn term meeting in Room 1

Total wellness workout NB Bring some water to drink and an exercise mat or a towel for floor work. 
£5 per class 

Fridays 9.30-10.30am at St Mary’s Church Hall (near the Emplins)

Soup lunches every fourth Wednesday of the month 12:30pm start, Church Hall

Cock Inn, monthly quiz nights

Monday, 9th September Steve Green

Monday, 14th October Barry Jefferd

Youth Night meet at the Ecohub, 5.30 - 7.15pm, Thursdays, for 9-14 year olds



WHAT’S ON IN SEPTEMBER

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, Eco hub.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting, Eco hub.

Hatley Parish Council
For information contact the Clerk on 650 379 or email parish-clerk@
hatley.info. Further information can be found on the website www.hatley.
info or noticeboards

Quarterly meetings: 

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. Members of the public 
are always welcome to attend these meetings which are now held 
quarterly on the third Tuesday of the months of January, May, July and 
October.

The Gazette

Friday, 30th August Copy deadline for October edition

Friday, 4th October Copy deadline for November edition

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Dawson on 654 830 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month Meeting venue varies.

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff 
Bruerton on 650748.

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown.

1st and 3rd Monday of each month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.

Guild of St Mary’s Church Hall 7:30pm, all welcome.

September possible theatre outing

Monday, 21st October ‘My Scotland’, by Mr Evans

Gamlingay Players Jan Cooper 650 178

Tuesdays 8pm Ecohub

Thursdays 8pm venue varies

Gamlingay Archaelogical Group 
(GAGARCH) monthly meetings

Thursday, 5th September 7:30pm at the WI Hall



The Carbon

TSAR
A Date for your Diary!

GAMLINGAY GREEN DAY 2013

Bigger and Greener than ever!

19th October 2013

Following the success of the Gamlingay Green Day in 2012 there will 
be another in 2013 with 

stands and presentations from a variety of local organisations and 
companies involved in green energy.

This year we will have wind turbine visits. Get up close and personal 
to Gamlingay’s wind turbine!

Another date for your Diary:  -
GEAG Film Night, Wednesday 18th September showing 

“THE GROWING EDGE”
20:00 in the ‘Hub and afterwards in a pub.

All welcome

CONGRATULATIONS TO MADDY PARKER!

At the Hatley and Gamlingay Church Fetes we set a competition 
to guess the carbon footprint of Paddington Bear’s journey from 

Darkest Peru to Paddington Station.
Maddy Parker, aged 9, gave the closest guess so won the bear to 

look after. 
She guessed 127kg; the right answer was 134kg.

In case anyone cares, this is how I calculated the footprint: -

PB travelled from Darkest Peru to the capital, Lima, where he stowed away in 
a ships’ lifeboat. He next appears at the station. In the absence of roads and 

railways and the rivers flowing in the wrong direction I assumed he flew from 
Iquitos airstrip by 1950’s propeller aircraft (I used DC3 fuel consumption, 1000km, 
20 passengers) to give 134kg CO2. I made no allowance for the rest of the journey 

because he was a stowaway and the effect of a small bear on a ship/train is 
negligible. I know this sounds like the feeble “the plane was going anyway” 

excuse but PB in no way created any demand for transport other than the flight. 

(Important note, GEAG does NOT endorse stowing away on any form of 
transport!)

For more information, contact the GEAG co-ordinator Brycchan Carey
18 Mill Street, Gamlingay.

01767 651155
contact@geag.org.uk

www.geag.org.uk



SOUP LUNCHES

The Soup Lunches in St. Mary’s Church Hall continue to be held on the
4th Wednesday of each month starting at 12:30pm.

Come and support this worthy cause and, for £5, enjoy home-made soup, bread 
and puddings followed by tea or coffee. 

Harvest Supper
St. Mary’s Church Hall, Gamlingay 
Friday 27 September 7.30pm

Menu: 
Glass of wine or fruit juice
Home-made soup & bread
Cold meats, salads & baked potato
Apple pie & cream
Cheese & biscuits
Tea or Coffee

Cost only £10
For further details & to buy tickets ring Anne on 
01767 651932 



The Heat 
 
My Italian friends ask me why 
the British talk about the weather 
so much. I tell them it is the same 
reason that Italians talk about 
food – we have a lot of it. So 
welcome to the Sun (finally) now 
if you could just take the top three 
degrees off we’d all be a tad more 
comfortable. We discovered at the 
hub that the design is intelligent 
enough to prevent us overheating 
and whilst many public buildings 
have seen their staff sweltering 
we have managed to keep the hub 
reasonably fresh. It’s a credit to 
our excellent architects who are, 
even now, sharpening their pencils 
(I don’t know how to say this for 
software on a computer but you get 
my drift) with early thoughts about 
phase 2.
 
Phase 2
 
The Phase 2 extension to the Eco 
Hub is being funded by the Parish 
Council from money being paid to 
them specifically for this purpose by 
the developers of Station Road.  This 
money can only be spent on the Eco 
Hub. The new space allocation is 
being considered carefully with all 
stakeholders. We discovered with the 
main building that there is no such 
thing as too much storage  - so we 
are going to try to accommodate  the 
needs of future users with more. We 
will also be talking to new potential 
users to see what would attract them 
to use the place. Phase 2 was once 
referred to as the youth wing and 
whilst we like the idea of providing 
tailored facilities for their needs, it 
has to be a flexible space that will 
permit use by professionals and 
corporate groups. Let’s not forget 
that bookings from Corporates and 
local Companies is the best source 
of  income for us as we try to keep 
the rates for local  non profit making 
users as low as possible
 
Oh the joys of Crafts…
As you will see from the photos, the 
craft days are going well with happy 
kids and big thumbs up from Taylor,  
Of particular interest is the pink 

meringue shapes.  - Now where’s the 
clotted cream??
 
Staff
 
Our staff have done a terrific job 
over the last year. When we look 
back we realise that we have had no 
complaints (apart from a few deftly-
sorted grumbles), no accidents, 
no  cancellations and a generally happy 
building. This is a credit to our hard 
working, dedicated staff (managers and 
cleaners and all) who  seem somehow 
to smile constantly (note to self  – 
check wine stocks). And our amazing 
volunteers – who had a tea party last 
week to get together, swap notes and 
again think of ways of improving 
service. We now have more volunteers 
so one of our trustees  - Tony Hurst – 
has the task of co-ordinating their work 
– well done to Tony for getting this 
going and running smoothly. Still room 
for more volunteers of course – contact 
Tony at the Hub if interested.
 
Up and Coming
 

We have all the usual activities 
but  busy in the planning stage are 
the Christmas craft fair (I thought 
I’d get a Christmas advert in before 
Sainsbury’s this year), there is a 
Tea dance  (See attached poster) in 
September and November.  There 
will be more craft events for all – Got 
an idea? - then ring the Managers or 
email them and discuss it – you never 
know – you might get roped in to help 
organise it (and that’s a good thing!) 
 
Happy Summer
 
John Mercer
Chair
Gamlingay Community Centre.



Monday
Slimming World Friendly weight loss group   17:30 & 19:30
Zumba Gold Latin dance inspired workout  10:00 - 11:00
Hot Steps Dance Academy Childrens’ dance classes  16:00 - 18:15
Joolz Clarke Body Conditioning work out class   19:30-20:30

Tuesday
Baby and Toddler Group Arts, crafts and General play  09:30 - 11:30
Parish Council 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month Public 

Meetings
19:00

Yoga Gentle and friendly class - all levels 19:30 - 21:00
Gamlingay Players Small friendly society who produce plays and 

pantomime
20:00 - 22:00

Indoor Carpet bowls Friendly group, just drop in and pay and play 13:00 - 15:00 
16:00 - 18:00

Wednesday
Sure Start Baby and Baby club 10:00 - 11:00
Toddler Group Toddler story time 11:00 - 11:30

Play together time 11:30 - 12:00
Art Class Draw and paint in water colour  10:00 - 12:00
Self Defence and Fitness Training Children and adult classes  18:00 - 20:00
GEAG Gamlingay Environmental Action Group - monthly 

meeting
20:00 - 22:00

Thursday
Youth Cafe and Club Local children’s group - Cafe YR4+ 

Club YR 8+
17:15 - 21:00

Alice Lucus Fabulous fun for feet, fingers and faces 10:00 - 11:00
Gamlingay
Players

Small friendly society who produce plays and 
pantomime

20:00 - 22:00

Soft play Ball pit, soft shapes, slide, bouncer, ride ons and 
rockers, skittle bug, foam flooring

10:30 - 12:30 or
13:00 - 15:00

Friday
Zumba Gold Latin dance inspired workout   10:00 - 11:00

Saturday/Sunday
Babac Bees 
Musical Theatre

Musical theatre class. Classes are a mixutre of 
singing, dancing and drama every Saturday.
Suitable for girls and boys

3 to 5 years
9:30 - 10:15
5 to 8 years
10:30 - 11:45

Paul Kitson Dance Studio Elite training, classes, workshops and master 
classes Ask for details at reception, or email 
bookings@paulkitsondance.com

WHAT’S ON IN SEPTEMBER



PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND 
EDUCATION 
Mucky Pups Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 
940

Rainbow Preschool Julie Prior 652 157
Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 

676
Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 

491
Natalie 691 477

Care Club closed
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
First School Office 650 208
Carers Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Roy Dennis 650183
Football Club Chair: 

Brian 
Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian 
Culverhouse

651 020

Tennis Club John Gray 654 165
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church 
Hall

Kate Golding 651 215

WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George 
Village Hall

Mr Marshall 650 971

Ecohub Manager Andrea 
Hutchison

0798 0612 
077

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gardening Club Lindy Gorton

Janet Hale 
650 581
650 794

History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Over 50’s walks
 meet at Ecohub

Miriam and Phil 
Tichner

654 891

Booklinks Fay Boissieux 0779 1145744

Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of 
Dance

Susan Lucas, 316 518

St. Neot’s Model 
Railway club

John Kneeshaw E mail: 
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com 

East Beds Model 
Railway Society

Sec: John Wakeman
wakemanpj@aol.com

Painting for Pleasure Roy Turner 650426
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

Jackie Hough 651 070

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay 
Guides

Benita Scott 650 547

1st Gamlingay 
Brownies

Jane Brown 652 997

1st Gamlingay 
Rainbows

Helen Brown 651 271

Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Beavers Angie Whiddett 

angie.whiddett@btopenworld.com

Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gamlingay 
Gransden Cubs

Barry Jefferd 261 000

Gamlingay Scouts 
Thursday

Brandon Booth  07812 
049139

b.c.booth@talk21.com
Pathfinder Scouts 
Friday

Chris Elwood 07879 
698477

Explorers Phil Wood  01480 
830 866

(all meet at Scout Hut)
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

Youth Club
Lucy Rands

07929 
453235Youth Cafe

CHURCHES
Baptist Church, 
Minister,

James Gilbert 651 519

St Mary The Virgin, 
Rector:

Steven 
Rothwell

650 568

SCHOOLS
First School Head J 

Newman
650 208

Village College Head C 
Pheysey

650 360

First School 
Association

Via school 
office

650 208

Village College 
Friends Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information

Library Opening hours   
Monday 2.00pm – 8.00pm 01767 651 226
Tuesday 9.15am - 12.15pm
Wednesday 10.30am - 3.15pm toddlers’ story time 11am, free drinks for pensioners from 12.15pm - 

3.15pm, free drop in computer training 1-3pm
Thursday 4.00pm – 7.00pm Homework club 4 - 5.30pm. Please note the revised times.
Saturday 9.30am - 12.30pm



Village Information

Library Opening hours   
Monday 2.00pm – 8.00pm 01767 651 226
Tuesday 9.15am - 12.15pm
Wednesday 10.30am - 3.15pm toddlers’ story time 11am, free drinks for pensioners from 12.15pm - 

3.15pm, free drop in computer training 1-3pm
Thursday 4.00pm – 7.00pm Homework club 4 - 5.30pm. Please note the revised times.
Saturday 9.30am - 12.30pm

HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community 
Healthcare

Appointments 651 150

Child Health Clinic Meet at Baptist 
Church hall

CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 

696650
Car Care Scheme Sue 

McPherson
07519 
493701

EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency 
Fire

01223 
376 217

Non-emergency 
Police

101

Community Police PC S.Wiltshire
PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,

Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

at ecohub clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Sarah Groom

Vice Chairman Nick Telford-Reed
Library Kate 

Laugharne
651 226

Forward Gamlingay Chair: 
Ian Wakeling

Hatley Parish 
Council  

Clerk:
Leanne Bacon

650 379

parish-clerk@hatley.info
Chairman: M Astor
POLITICS
MP Andrew 

Lansley. 
Conservative.

01954 
212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South 
Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0345 
0450 500

Gamlingay 
Residents 
Association

Roderick Starksfield
www.facebook.com/Gamlingayresidentsassociation 

www. gamlingay-gra.org.uk
651 002

Faulty street lamps 0800 7838 
247

Cambridge County Council
Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult’s Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221
General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0845 4040506
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361

Gamlingay Writers Tracey Dawson 654 830
gamlingaywriters@gmail.com

Village Show Jan Cooper 650 178
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s 
Almshouses Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian 
Kindersley
Lawrie Edwards 
Major

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District 
Round Table

Lee Packham 
Brown

GEAG (Gamlingay 
Environmental Action 
Group)

Brycchan Carey 651 141

CFRS community 
champion

audreywilliams@lineone.net

Gamarch (gamlingay 
Archaelogical Group)

John Jenkins

email contact details for library:
gamlingaylap@yahoo.com



The Police
Non-emergency number:

101


