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As governors of Gamlingay First School we felt we needed 
to write, in response to the councillor’s column in the last 
edition of the Gamlingay Gazette.
 
In it, our councillors comment that, ‘turning to a brighter 
note, it’s good to see that both Gamlingay First School and GVC 
get more than £20,000 extra funding each this year from the Pupil 
Premium’. We know it will not have been the intention of either of 
our councillors but, at the very least, this is highly misleading.
 
Firstly, this pupil premium money is not extra funding. Last year the 
First School received £13,000 of pupil premium money so therefore 
we have £7000 of ‘extra’ pupil premium money not £20,000. If 
anyone wishes to see how we spend this money to support those 
children who most need it the information is published on the school 
website.
 
At the same time the rest of the school budget has been severely cut 
back. Over the last 3 years the devolved formula capital (building 
money) has been cut from over £30,000 to approximately £6,000. 
People will be aware that the upkeep of an old Victorian building 
such as ours is huge. £6,000 just about covers the cost of repairing 
one gable end (there are 13 currently in school). A recent survey 
commissioned by the county estimated that it would cost £135,000 to 
repair them all and to repoint the brickwork around them.
 
Our formula budget for 2013/14 remains almost identical to that in 
2012/13. This is despite a rising roll, including a record 49 children 
currently in Reception. This increase in pupil numbers should have 
brought an additional £30,000 into the budget. Furthermore, we no 
longer receive the additional funding which has previously enabled us 
to ensure that we maintain 8 classes and did not need to teach children 
from different Key Stages in the same class. 
 
The school now has an ever increasing list of additional costs 
which have previously been supported by either local or national 
government. Sadly this includes the first £6,000 of any and every 
statement of Special Educational Needs for children in our school. 
In addition over the next year it is likely that we will also have to 
pay for accessing support from both Educational Psychologists and 
specialist teachers who come into school to support some of our most 
vulnerable children.

Letter from GamLinGay first schooL Governors Gamlingay and District 
Gardening Club

Annual Plant Sale at 
Honey Hill. 

With kind permission of 
Eileen Knibbs

2:30pm Saturday 11th May
Refreshments available

Citizens Advice Bureau services 
are back in St Neots.

by Audrey Williams
 
The CAB Service can give you 
free, confidential and completely 
independent advice and 
information on a wide range of 
subjects including debt, benefits, 
employment issues, family/
relationship issues, housing, legal 
and discrimination issues. 
The advice is given 
professionally by fully-trained 
volunteers and paid staff. 

Contact Rural Cambs CAB 
on 0844 245 1292 9.30 - 3.30pm 
Monday/Tuesday/Thursday 
for advice and appointments. 
Appointments available in St 
Neots on Tuesday and Friday. 

Christian Aid Week
12th to 18th May 2013
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In short, a conservative estimate 
would say, we are in effect at least 
£60,000(10%) worse off than we were 
two years ago.  Big cuts have had to 
come out of the budget for resources, 
staff training and general maintenance. 
In 2014/15 it is likely that even more 
will need to be cut. We are predicting 
215 children on roll next year but will, 
in effect, have less money than when we 
had 190 children.
The head teacher and finance secretary 
manage our budget extremely well. 
Along with generous contributions from 
our FSA we are confident that we can 
mitigate most of these cuts in the short 
term, and continue to maintain the high 
standard of education that we currently 
provide.  However in the medium term 
it will inevitably impact on our ability to 
provide  additional opportunities for all 
our children and support strategies and 
interventions  for those children who 
need them most.
 
We understand that everyone has to 
make cuts in the present economic 
climate, however readers may be aware 
that Cambridgeshire is now the worst 
funded local authority in the entire 
country. Out of the 151 local authorities 
in England, Cambridgeshire receives 
the least money to educate our children 
and this is clearly a scandal. The 
misconception that Cambridgeshire is 
a universally affluent county ensures 
we are expected to produce results 

above national averages. We are, 
in effect, being asked to play in the 
Premier League whilst being funded 
for the Blue Square premiership. To 
put it another way if we moved our 
school 600 yards nearer to Potton we 
would receive an additional £39,000 of 
funding. This equates to the cost of one 
full time teacher and a full time teaching 
assistant.
 
Despite being part of an academy 
trust with Stratton, Gamlingay 
Village College is still funded as a 
Cambridgeshire school so this lack of 
fairness clearly impacts significantly on 
them too.
 
We know that the local authority 
is working hard to highlight this 
unfairness with central government 
although we suspect this will fall on 
deaf ears. However it is important that 
parents and the wider community are 
aware of the extent of these cutbacks 
and how poorly local schools are being 
funded compared to other schools 
throughout the country.  

Kate Mingay- Chair of governors
Rob Holloway- Vice chair of governors
Jackie McGeady- Chair of Finance and 
Personnel
Coryn Stanley- Chair of Curriculum 

On behalf of the governors of 
Gamlingay First School

‘Appeal for Unwanted toys’

I am running a toy stall at ‘St Mary’s Church 

Summer Fete’ on the 6th July 2013 and would be 

grateful if you could donate any unwanted items 

that are either complete or in a good condition.

I ran a stall at the Teddy Bear Festival in 2011 

and it was a big success, it raised over £150.

I do hope you will support me again for this 

appeal.All donations can be left in St Mary’s Church 

where there will be a box for you to place the 

items in or alternatively you can drop them off to 

22, St Mary’s.

Kate Welton (Aged 11)
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News from the churches

PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND 

EVERTON CUM TETWORTH
Rector: Revd Steven  
 Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller

The Rectory, Stocks Lane

11 Bunyan Close

650 568

650 779

KEY
E=Everton 

G=Gamlingay
H=Hatley St George
B=Baptist Church

Services 
May 2013

Sunday 5th    Easter 6 8am Holy Communion G

10am First Sunday Service and 
Baptism G

4pm Evensong E
Thursday 9th Ascension Day 7.30pm Holy Communion G
Sunday 12th Easter 7 9.30am Parish Eucharist G

11am Word and Worship E
11am Holy Communion H

Sunday 19th Pentecost 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

Sunday 26th  Trinity Sunday 8am Holy Communion H
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E
6pm Evening service G

Dear Readers,

The Easter season goes on for seven weeks until Pentecost and so this year continues into 
May. During this time we hear the stories of how Jesus appeared to the disciples after his 
resurrection. These stories are both curious and challenging, to believers and non-believers. 
One of the stories tells of when Jesus meets some of the disciples on a beach and cooks 
breakfast for them on a bonfire. They have been out all night fishing and have caught 
nothing. Jesus shows them how they can catch some fish and then says ‘Come and have 
breakfast.’ For me it is the nicest invitation in all the Bible stories, the invitation to go and 
eat.

Jesus’ disciples felt very alone after he died, but Jesus seemed to know that the time would 
come for him to return to his Father. If he didn’t, the disciples wouldn’t continue to grow as 
they needed to. You can’t be a missionary from the comfort of what is familiar to you. Jesus 
had to abandon his friends in real terms, even if he promised to be with them in their hearts 
and minds. The disciples’ mission was to go out and preach the Good News to people of all 
nations. 

But I think they had a mission to undertake before that journey even began: their first mission 
was to learn to live without Jesus. They had to leave behind their mentor, they had to step up 
and take responsibility.

What difference has the whole Easter story made to our lives? Perhaps it’s the promise of 
hope, of life beyond this earthly existence; and for us here we are hoping for a difference 
in the weather after such a long cold winter; and so perhaps the arrival of spring and life 
renewing itself is what we will notice most in the Easter season. We in the church also note 
that the Ascension of Christ to heaven is not the end of Christ in our lives. We hope that we 
may still meet Christ in the people and circumstances around us. We hope that the church 
will be the body of Christ in worship, prayer and fellowship. We hope that the church will be 
a body that grows, not just in numbers, but in maturity, and in finding new ways to express 
God’s love. The writer George Bernanos said There is no Kingdom of the living, there is no 
Kingdom of the dead - only a Kingdom of God and we are in it

Revd Steven Rothwell



News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary Mrs Joan Oakley 01767 650069 

www.gamlingaybaptist.btck.co.uk

Church Services:
Every Sunday Morning 10:45am. (with 
Sunday Club for children)

Communion is always celebrated on the 
first Sunday of each month.

Family Service Sunday 19th May 
10:45am.

For Children:
Sunday Club 
Every Sunday 10:45am (half way 
through service)

‘Messy Church’ – fun, games, stories, 
getting messy (for children 5 to 12 
years)
Saturday 25th May – 2:00pm to 4:00pm 

Weekday Meetings:
Tuesday Group 7:30pm.
Wednesday House Group 10:00am.
Thursday Bible Study 7:45pm. (Venues 
as announced)

Alpha The Alpha Course is an informal 
evening set around a meal for those who 
want to find out more about Christianity. 
You are warmly invited! Please contact 
James, our minister for details of the 
next course.

Women’s Prayer Breakfast – a time 
to share, pray and then eat together. 
Saturday 18th May at 8:00am.

Coffee Mornings
Thursday 16th May 
(in aid of Sinai Orphanage, 
Keech Hospice & Vision 
Africa)
10:00am until 11:30am 
Why not join us for tea/coffee and cake? 

Dear Friends,

I remember people of my grandparents’ generation muttering that time seemed to be 
going faster and faster – and now I’ve passed 40, life seems to be accelerating! This 
year appears to be flying away – Easter is past and very soon we will be entering 
May – where has this year gone?

At Easter we commemorated the death and celebrated the resurrection of Jesus – a 
momentous weekend! On Good Friday He died on the cross, taking the full penalty 
for human wrongdoing or ‘sin’ – He died in our place. He didn’t deserve death and 
on Easter Sunday God raised Him from the dead – in dying in our place He died 
our death and He offers that in return we can share in His resurrection – a glorious 
exchange, our death for His resurrection!

Reading the New Testament; to know Jesus personally; to be one of His followers 
would have been amazing – He was dynamic, challenging, full of energy, wit and 
wisdom. There would have never been a dull moment! But when Jesus walked the 
earth, although He was and is God incarnate: God made man, He could only be 
in one place at a time. Ultimately Jesus returned ‘to the Father’ (John 14:12), but 
promised something wonderful to all who have faith in Him. 

Jesus promised that ‘another counsellor’ would come (John 14:16) and the original 
word translated as ‘another’ literally means ‘another of exactly the same kind’. 
Jesus was promising that each and every one of His followers would get ‘another 
counsellor’ of exactly the same kind as Him. This is the promise of the Holy Spirit 
– God with us, unrestricted, able to be with and in every genuine Christian. For each 
and every Christian there is the promise of having one with us who is ‘exactly of the 
same kind as Jesus’. This is the experience of every genuine Christian – God with 
us, companionship, empowering, enabling. This is my experience and the right of 
every Christian to know God and experience His power in our lives.

May is the month of ‘Pentecost’, when Christians of all denominations celebrate 
the coming of God the Holy Spirit (Acts 2) – life as a Christian, knowing and 
experiencing God the Holy Spirit with us and in us is dynamic, exciting and 
fulfilling. I can warmly recommend it!

 Best Wishes!

James

Craft Group
 spend time together working at different crafts. 
Thursday 2nd May 
10:00am to 12:00 noon.



Multi-terrain course through the stunning 
grounds of the Wimpole Estate

Goodie bags for all runners

12 Winning Categories

Grand Prize for the runner who raises the 
highest amount of sponsorship over £300!

Post-run massage

Free technical T-shirt for all runners

Ages:
age 18 and over

Register:
online only at 
www.hoohaah.co.uk 
No entries on the day

Closing date:
14th May 2013

Race limit:
750

Timing:
Chip Timing

Sunday 19th
May 2013
10.00am

Sponsored by

Lawn Care For Spring - See Special Offer below
Actions required in Spring

•	 Mow Lawn At Least Once Per Week 
•	 Apply Spring Fertiliser To Produce Vibrant Green Lawn
•	 Spray Weeds In Lawn With Selective Herbicide
•	 Spray Drive/Path/Patios With Total Herbicide To Keep Weed 

Free For Summer

Reader Offer  
“Book up for a Weed Control Treatment and we’ll apply the 

Spring Fertiliser FREE OF CHARGE.”
(existing Customers will receive an additional treatment 

free of charge too)

Call Deborah, Simon or Richard on 
01480 812393

“for that lawn you’ve longed for…….”
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Gamlingay & District Writers’ Group
by Tracey Dawson

 01767 654 830 www.gamlingaywriters.weebly.com

We were a select group this month, but 
a very enthusiastic one, and a good time 
was had by all.

1. Introductions

No new members this month.  However, 
the Chair has ordered some business 
cards and is planning to copy plenty 
of programs so that we can spread the 
word far and wide, and maybe entice 
any would-be writers to join us.

2. Review of Targets

So far, we’re doing very well with our 
target for 2013, which is to stick closely 
to the monthly topics.  100% of attend-
ees managed to write something on the 
theme – not easy when the starting point 
was the line, ‘The first time I saw her, 
she was drawing faces on tic tacs’.

3. Competition News

The person who entered the ‘Five Stops’ 
competition sadly wasn’t short listed, 
but this has only inspired us to try even 
harder.

4. Other News

New website – we have a new website 
which you can find at www.gamlingay-
writers.weebly.com.  Have a look and 
see what you think.  

5. Discussion of Work

Considering that the first and last lines 
were provided, it was intriguing that the 
stories were each so different.  Amongst 
others, we had a tale of industrial 
espionage, one about a suicide bomber 
and one about a lady with supernatural 
powers.  Well done, everyone, for rising 
to the challenge!

6. Aims for the coming month

The topic for Tuesday 9th April was 
chosen using the fiction word square, 
meaning that we have to incorporate the 
following into our work:

An honest pilot
A distressed computer expert

Step family issues
Cinema
A thin bladed knife

7. Joining the Group

If anyone wants to join us, they would 
be more than welcome.  We cater for 
all standards of writer from complete 
beginners to published novelists.  Con-
tact Tracey Dawson on 01767 654830 
for details, or email gamlingaywriters@
gmail.com .

Police update

Hi All,
A reminder as always that security 
for your home and vehicles are vitally 
important. To help protect yourselves 
it is always worth bearing in mind to 
lock away tools which could be used 
to force entry, and ensure that windows 
and doors are always locked (and the 
keys taken out and hidden away in a 
safe place). Think about access to your 
home – is it worth fitting bolts to your 
doors and side gates, and consider 
using alarms or dummy cameras where 
possible. If you consider something 
to be suspicious then do ensure you 
contact us on 101 or in an emergency 
then dial 999. 

On another note, if you need to contact 
us with any information relating to any 
of our panel priorities – particularly 
the use of illegal drugs in Gamlingay, 
which we know is a concern to 
residents - then please do contact us 
with as much information as possible. 
First hand information is vital to our 
investigations. 

Kind Regards
PCSO Stephanie Wiltshire

More Choice in Social Care

Social care is provided to people 
who have been assessed as having 
substantial or critical support needs with 
personal care, getting meals, managing 
medication and staying safe.

If you need social care the County 
Council will arrange your care for 
you, but they now have a duty to offer 
and provide Direct Payments. Direct 
Payments are an alternative way of 
getting the care and support you need. 
They are cash payments made directly 
into a Direct Payment bank account so 
that you can use the money to make 
your own social care arrangements. 

With a Direct Payment you have more 
choice, control and independence 
about how your care is organised. 
If you would like to find out more 
about Direct Payments visit the Your 
Life, Your Choice website at: www.
yourlifeyourchoice.org.uk, pick up a 
leaflet from your library, phone adult 
social care enquiries on 0345 045 5202, 
or contact the Cambridgeshire Direct 
Payment Support Service on 0845 6000 
684.

Good day to all

‘Open July’ is being planned for 2013. 
This is an opportunity for you to benefit 
from shared promotion of events across 
the County.

The range of events and activities 
will be wide - Sports, Arts, Culture, 
Community Games, Recycling, Access 
to Countryside, etc. Events that have 
worked well in the past have been 
family activities, taster sessions, 
accessible and participatory events.

There is no specific theme this year 
as we’d like to enable as many 
organisations as possible to be a part of 
this, and for the event to be open to all.

One year on from an excellent Olympic 
and Paralympic Games, it is essential 
that work continues in Cambridgeshire 
& Peterborough to ensure that the 
County benefits from the value that 
legacy development can bring.
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The Group for Olympic Legacy 
Development, GOLD, (consisting of 
elected members and senior officer 
of the local authorities, Living 
Sport, Volunteer Centres and Health 
professionals) has developed 6 strands 
for legacy development; this is one of 
them.

The Cultural Olympiad opened up 
opportunities for people across the 
UK to visit spaces, places and people 
and get them involved in imaginative, 
thought-provoking creative activities.  
We are keen to capitalise on the 
successes of the previous years of  
‘Open Weekends’ as they helped to 
promote cultural and community-
led activities to the residents of 
Cambridgeshire. Particularly popular 
were the joint arts, culture and 
sport activities that allowed taster 
opportunities and a vibrant atmosphere 
for families to try something new.

If your event has sporting and cultural 
elements you could apply to be part of 
the Community Games, with funding 
of up to £250. For more information 
about the Community Games in 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
contact Jim Hill at jim.hill@livingsport.
co.uk or 01487 841559 or see http://
www.communitygames.org.uk/
organise-games

We will post the Open July event on 
Cambridgeshire.net, and will promote 
it widely through our communications 
team at the County Council.

We hope that you’ll consider what 
events you can arrange for July. If 
you already have events arranged, 
please notify Charlotte.Wilson@
cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
If you would like to send any 
photographs or pictures to accompany 
our promotion of your event we will 
endeavour to include it wherever 
possible.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Joanne Gray, Lead Officer, 
Participation, Supporting Businesses & 
Communities, Economy, Transport & 
Environment, Cambridgeshire County 
Council

21ST GAMLINGAY SHOW 
SATURDAY 21ST SEPTEMBER 

Held at Gamlingay Village College

The committee is continuing to work 
hard to ensure the continued success 
of this annual village event. We will be 
welcoming back Jezzo the Entertainer 
as our compere and entertainer for the 
show, along with displays by the Raptor 
Foundation, Punch and Judy, Go-Karts 
and Harris’s Funfair. A wide variety 
of food and drink will be available 
together with stalls and displays from 
our village clubs and organisations, 
housed on the show marquees. Don’t 
forget to enter the competition classes, 
the results of which will be displayed in 
the main hall.

DO YOU WISH TO BECOME 
A BENFICIARY OF THE 
GAMLINGAY SHOW?

• Every year, the show 
committee uses the profit from the 
village show to make donations to 
local charities and organisations. If 
you want to be in with a chance of 
receiving money this year, please 
read the following rules carefully to 
ensure you are eligible….You must be 
either a registered charity, a non-profit 
making organisation or educational 
establishment, or club with its main 
base within Gamlingay or the locality.

• Your group must get involved 
in this year’s show – by having a stall, 
performing in the main arena, having 
an advert in the programme, and/or 
assisting with the setting up before the 
show or clearing away after the show.

• You need to apply in writing 
by 13th September 2013 by post or 
email to Amanda Hardy (14 Church 
End, Gamlingay, SG19 3EP or 
andrewandamanda@hotmail.com) 
giving details of your organisation, what 
you need the money for, to whom any 
cheque should be made payable, and to 
where it can be sent.
Last year we gave away over £1600 
and we would like to do the same again 
this year. All application forms can be 
downloaded from our website.

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT TO 
MAKE THE SHOW A SUCCESS 
– IT IS THE WHOLE VILLAGE 
WHICH THEN BENEFITS
Please contact us at gamlingay_
show@yahoo.co.uk or on 
07519921126 if you would like to help.

Many thanks, the Show Committee



NEWS FROM SUNSHINE 
PRESCHOOL

WI Hall, Waresley Road, Gamlingay, Phone: 07703 770676
Email: sunshinepreschool@btinternet.com , 

Website: www.sunshine-gamlingay.ik.org

Zoolab

Following on from the children’s interest in the wildlife in the garden we arranged 
to have Zoolab visit the children at the preschool. Letty from the Zoo bought along 
some creatures for the children to look at. They met Blade the Snake, Dave the Giant 
Snail, Terrance the Cockroach and Lara the Spider... Lara didn’t meet the children as 
she was a little scared.

There was also a Gerbil called Hope, who’s mischievous sister, Glory who wasn’t 
allowed out for long as she tried to jump out of Letty’s hands.

The children thrived on this experience, they were able to learn more about the 
creatures, How they felt, How they moved and could ask questions.

Places Available and Free Registration

There are limited spaces available for the Summer Term, after Easter which will be 
available on a first come first served basis. Free registration is still available. Please 
call for further details.

Two brothers in East Hatley have started a T-Shirt 
business catering to the darker side of British humour 
- check them out at www.darktee.com



St. Mary’s ‘Good 
Neighbour Scheme’

Are you permanently or temporarily 
housebound or incapacitated?

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!

Our friendly volunteers have all been 
CRB checked 

Scheme Co-ordinators :
Chris Martin Tel: 01767 652832   

Brenda Elcome Tel: 01767 650489
We would be happy to hear from 

you!

SOUP LUNCHES

The Soup Lunches in St. Mary’s Church 
Hall continue to be held on the

4th Wednesday of each month starting at 
12:30pm.

Come and support this worthy cause and, 
for £5, enjoy home-made soup, bread 

and puddings followed by tea or coffee. 
Proceeds to Christian Aid.

This month at Gamlingay Library:
Talk and quiz-  “Space, Time, and Monsters: 

a Billion Years of Science Fiction in One Evening”. 

 
Brycchan Carey (known 
to us from GEAG, but also 
Reader in English at Kingston 
University) will be romping 
through a billion years of 
science fiction history, 
from Roman visits to 
the moon, through 
Victorian gas-lit space 
ships, to cyberpunk 
futures – all as 
seen through the 
lens of a classic 
episode from 
Doctor Who.

Friday 
24th May, 
7.30pm, at 
Gamlingay 
Library 
Access 
Point, The 
Ecohub, Stocks 
Lane, Gamlingay.

Tickets £5, including refreshments. Tel  01767 651226 or email 
gamlingaylap@yahoo.com for more details or to book.

POTTON SHOW

Each year Potton Show 
Committee has a plant stall on 
the Market Square in order to 
raise money towards the cost 
of the Show which is held in 
September.

The stall this year will be held 
on the morning of Saturday 
18th May, where we will also 
be selling homemade cakes and 
holding a raffle.

There will be a wide range 
of plants available at very 
reasonable prices so why don’t 
you come along and buy your 
plants ready for summer.



LITTLE RAYSSunshineof

BE A PART OF SOMETHING NEW...

AN innovativePARENT AND TODDLERS SOCIAL GROUP

We would like to extend an arm to the
whole community and welcome all to join us.

We are looking to create a child orientated social group
for parents/carers and children of all ages

in and out of school term time.

www.sunshine-gamlingay.ik.org
CHARITY No. 1031944

OUR SOCIAL GROUP WILL START ON

FRIDAY 19 APRIL FROM 1.00-3.00pm
AT THE WI HALL, WARESLEY ROAD, GAMLINGAY, BEDS. SG19 3EH

THE COST FOR THE SESSION IS

£2.00 PER CHILD
THIS INCLUDES REFRESHMENTS FOR THE CHILDREN

ALL CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT

We have a Safe, secure and private garden
with plenty of space to play

and explore both inside and out.

Fully Qualified child carer and first aider
present at ALL sessions.
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GAMLINGAY YOUTH 
NIGHT IS THURSDAY 

NIGHT!
Now running at

Ecohub
GAMLINGAY 

 

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CAFÉ
5.30pm to 7.15pm
School years 5 to 8

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CLUB
7.30pm to 9.15pm

School years 8 to 11

Run by Lucy Rands

ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL
The Emplins, Gamlingay

Now available on Saturday mornings
Ideal for dancing classes, children’s 

clubs etc.

£10 per hour
Please contact: Kate Golding

Tel:  01767 - 651215
E-mail: kategolding@tiscali.co.uk

Hatley village hall 
is available for general hiring every day 

8.30am to 12 midnight  

Full details can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or ring 
Michael Marshall on 01767 650971 or 
email  mick_marshall@hotmail.co.uk
 

Basic hire charges per hour are  £7.50 
residents/£10.00 others and it can cater 

for 85 
seated 
or 120 
standing.

News from 
The Lodge nature reserve – 

by Mark Brandon

I wrote in my last article about the constant grey, cold weather and as I sit down to 
write this it is still grey and cold! Looking around its hard not to notice that spring 
has been very late coming.The few brave daffodils that emerged were soon battered 
and covered in snow, the blossom made a half hearted attempt to add some colour 
to the proceedings and our summer birds were held back from crossing the coast by 
strong northerly and easterly winds.

Enough of the gloom; as you read this the sun will have hopefully come out of 
hiding, birds will be singing, flowers and trees will be blooming, insects buzzing and 
butterflies flitting and spring will be in its stride once again!

On the reserve, the large flock of siskins and redpolls that were using the feeders 
on a daily basis were still around until the Easter weekend at least.They spent over 
two months here, delighting birders and visitors alike.Up to a dozen bramblings, a 
colourful visiting winter finch, were seen with them at times. Our ravens were seen 
carrying nesting material and we hope they will go onto raise young on the  site 
again, as they did last year.Normally by mid- march the first chiffchaff’s will have 
been on site and singing , but there were no reports of any migrants until at least the 
last week of March.

The main habitat work which is carried out by our warden and dedicated team of 
volunteers draws to a close as the breeding season begins. Volunteers swap their 
spades for paint brushes and take on jobs to spruce up the site for visitors through 
the summer months.We’ll now sit back and see how the the restored heathland 
progresses after a winter of work, and hope again for another fine display of purple 
heather.

The RSPB Lodge reserve is open every day of the week, from dawn to dusk, 
for everyone to enjoy  Entry is included in the car-parking fee - £4 a car for non-
members, free if you are members or just visiting the shop. 
The shop (01767 680541) is open every day (9am-5pm and 10am-5pm weekends 
and Bank Holidays) and has everything for people who love nature. 
May events:

National Dawn Chorus Day     
Sun 05 May    5am- 7am
Wrap up well and experience the magic of an English woodland coming alive with 
the sound of birdsong at Dawn.  Enjoy a tasty full English breakfast after the walk.
Vegetarian option available, please advise on booking.
 Book and pay in advance essential.
Cost; adults £10, RSPB members £9, children 5, RSPB Wildlife Explorers £4

Bluebells and Spring Birds 
Sat 11 May. 11am – 1pm.
The Lodge is a great place to enjoy a wonderful display of bluebells.This walk will 
show the reserve at its best, as the trees are budding, flowers are blooming and birds 
are singing.
Cost; adults £5, RSPB members £4, children 3, RSPB Wildlife Explorers £2
Booking advisable

RSPB Spring Fair.
Sat May 18    10am – 5pm
Sun May 19   10am – 5pm
The Spring Fair is set in the grounds of The RSPB headquarters. Lots of exciting and 
interesting stalls to browse through. Treat yourself to exciting gifts, crafts, plants and 
produce along with some fun activities for the children.
£1 per car entrance fee- some small charges for activities.

What’s that warbler?
Fri 31 May           10am – 12 noon
We’ll be listening to the songs of the warblers that breed at The Lodge and giving 
tips on how to identify these visiting birds, on this walk around the reserve.
Cost; adults £4, RSPB members £3, children £3, RSPB Wildlife Explorers £2



Biggleswade Sandy Lions Club

A member of Lions International, the largest 
voluntary service organisation in the world.

COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD

Biggleswade Sandy Lions have launched their Community Service Award scheme 
for groups of young people aged 9 to 20 years old in schools, youth groups and 
scouting and guide organisations.  The Award consists of a certificate and a cheque 
for £100 for the group to spend as they wish.
 
The aim of this ongoing scheme is to encourage and recognise the community 
service and environmental work done by these groups and also encourage others to 
take part.  The size of the project does not matter and it can be a ‘one-off’.  What 
counts is the difference it makes to the local community or the environment.

The project has to be carried out over a full weekend or more, or the equivalent in 
time.  Please note,  it is not for fund raising or commercially orientated projects.

All groups have to do is contact Biggleswade Sandy Lions club and tell them about 
the project – what they will be doing, when and where.  We will then liaise with 
them and two members will go along and see for themselves to ensure the project 
qualifies.  It is as simple as that.  This is a golden opportunity for young people to 
show our local community what they can do and that they care.

Biggleswade Sandy Lions care about and support young people – hence the 
creation of this scheme.  We believe that those who get involved in community 
and environmental work will do so in later life too.  It will stick with them and 
communities will reap the benefit in the future.

The contacts for this award scheme are Judith Hagger or Roger Wolburn on 01462 
814967.

For information about Biggleswade Sandy Lions Club visit www.
biggleswadesandylions.org.uk

YOUTH AT THE FRONT

Gamlingay Lace Caps
We are a group of Bobbin Lace makers who meet at the Village 
College on Thursdays evenings 7.15 to 9.30pm term time 
only. Anyone interested in joining our group to further their 
interest in bobbin lace can contact the following:

Diane Baker tel 651437
Kay Palmer tel 651532
Olive Sewell tel 650869

Beginners welcome - tuition will be given if
needed.







The Gamlingay 
Archeological Group 
(Gamarch)
by John Jenkins
 
Thankfully February’s wet weather 
held off by the end of that month for 
our first outside activity when we 
met to conduct field walking and 
metal detecting exercises on the 
forthcoming new allotment field just 
east of Gamlingay on the road to the 
Gransdens. Ten or so members of the 
Group had wrapped up warm and 
braved the cold easterly wind along 
with members of Cambridgeshire’s 
Jigsaw Archeology group to assist and 
guide us in our endeavours. After an 
initial talk by Jigsaw personnel part of 
the field was marked out with 20 metre 
square grids running on a true north/
south/east/west basis. We then split 
into groups, some walking the grids 
to find objects brought to the surface 
by the recent ploughing and others 
finding out about and then conducting 
metal detecting. After a time the 
groups switched over so everybody 
had a chance of walking with the metal 
detectors. Any finds were put into clean 
clear plastic bags and cross referenced 
to the exact grid square. We didn’t find 
as much as we had hoped for but were 
told that negative results are often as 
useful as positive results, presumably 
strengthening the view that there had 
not really been previous human activity 
on the site other than agricultural use. 
We have completed a finds washing 
session  and prepared a draft report  
supported by Jigsaw, summarising the 
project. Some worked flints, medieval 
tile and one piece of roman pot were 
found, together with common sandstone 
debris and victorian pottery.The metal 
detectorist found an 1893 penny.
 
Our March meeting started with an 
interesting talk given by Bernard 
O’Connor on Gamlingay Park and 
the Downings relating the Park’s past 
history along with that of its owners 
leading on to the current condition of 
the Park assisted by various maps and 
the showing of aerial photographs. 
The extent of the main buildings must 
have been quite imposing next to what 
was a rural village predominantly 
existing off of the agricultural activities 
carrying on in the local area. Other 
than markings in the fields, all that 

seems to exist now is the remains of the 
Full Moon Gate which currently is in 
an ever increasing state of disrepair, the 
top of the arch having collapsed many 
years ago. Further details about this 
interesting site can be found in a book 
Bernard has published this year called 
Gamlingay Park and the Downings. 
He also has some items of local 
archaeological interest on his website 
www.bernardoconnor.org.uk.

Various other things were discussed at 
the March meeting including St. Mary’s 
Field, the possibility of a Lottery grant 
and the Trial Pit Investigation Week 
scheduled for the week commencing 
22nd July 2013. By the time you read 
this article the Gamlingay Parish 
Council Annual Meeting will have 
taken place at which it is intended to 
include a presentation on the need for 
a new cemetery in St. Mary’s Field 
which will touch upon the anticipated 
archaeological work to be carried out 
there.

Our May meeting will commence at 
7.30 pm on the evening of Thursday the 
9th May. For further details of where 
together with any other information 
concerning the Group please contact 
our Secretary Kirstin Rayner c/o the 
Gamlingay Parish Council on 01767 
650310 or e-mail clerk@gamlingay-pc.
gov.uk.

Waresley Cricket Club

Scorer needed on Saturday afternoons

Transport and refreshments provided

Contact Barry Warman
651 291

or Steve Warman
07411 263 272

Would suit retired cricket enthusiast



GEAG Cycle Ride

The 2013 GEAG bike ride 
15th June. 

All welcome whatever your speed 

Contact GEAG

For more information, contact the 
GEAG co-ordinator Brycchan Carey

18 Mill Street, Gamlingay.
01767 651155

contact@geag.org.uk
www.geag.org.uk

GEAG Meetings -

We meet on the third Wednesday of 
the month in the Eco-Hub at 20:00 
and we usually go to the Cock for a 

pint afterwards.

All Welcome

The Carbon

TSAR
GEAG Meeting, 15th May - Solar Power Special!
This evening we are delighted to welcome Rob Meehan from Beechdale 
Energy. Beechdale are one of Cambridgeshire’s leading renewable energy 
companies and Rob will be talking about the benefits of installing solar 
panels, both for electricity generation and for water heating. GEAG members 
who have already installed solar panels will also be sharing their experience. 
Please do come along to have all your solar questions answered!

Meet in the Eco-Hub at 20:00. We usually go for a pint afterwards.

All Welcome

Great Website
Check out www.withouthotair.com. This is for a book, “Sustainable Energy 
Without the Hot Air” by David MacKay FRS (Cambridge physicist and Chief 
Scientific Advisor to the Department of Energy and Climate Change).
The book can be read online or downloaded for free.
Not comfortable reading for anyone who likes simple answers to difficult 
problems.

GEAG Cycle Ride
The 15th – 23rd of June is national bike week so please join GEAG for a 
leisurely bike ride to celebrate. Starting at 10:30 am from the EcoHub, we 
are offering two routes of 5 miles and 25 miles. Both routes follow quiet, 
undulating country roads with the 5 mile route having an off road section. 
Doctor Bike will be available from 10 am to help ensure your bike is in 
tip top shape. All welcome and please bring a friend. For more info see 
the GEAG website http://www.geag.org.uk/events.htm or contact Sarah 
(sarahsanders@onetel.com). 
Keep cycling!

Meetings update by Gill Spaul

February
Geoffrey Evans had previously given a talk about his work 
at a stud in Newmarket. This time he gave a fascinating 
illustrated talk about his time spent in Alaska. A bring and 
buy raised £16.00 for Associated Country Women of the 
World, (ACWW).

March
A recent, successful clairvoyant evening raised £232.00 for WI funds. Details of 
numerous trips and events were circulated. Monthly lunch outings continue to 
be enjoyed. The Hall management committee requires a new member and two 
Committee members are being sought for the April AGM. A suggestion box for 
members’ ideas has been started.

Business over, Andrew Pearce entertained members with an Audio Visual themed 
hour of seven ‘shows’ of his beautiful pictures, skilfully set to classical music.
Varied scenes, from Cambridge, Gransden, Lamberts Castle on the Dorset/Devon 
border, Sissinghurst in Kent and Whitby, to Andrew’s own garden, plus the Red 
Arrows, all made for a delightfully relaxed evening.



Notes from the History 
Society
by Peter Wright

Canon Nigel Morel addressed the 
March meeting of the society, and gave 
an interesting talk about the prison 
reformer John Howard, who spent much 
of his life based in Bedford.
Born in 1726, John Howard dedicated 
his life to touring prisons, workhouses 
and plague hospitals, reporting on 
what he found, and persuading the 
authorities to improve on the appalling 
conditions endured by inmates.
This remarkable man died while 
touring Russia in 1790, after dedicating 
his life to alleviating human suffering.
Our next meeting is at 07.30pm on May 
13th, when we welcome back Mike 
Petty, who will speak about Ghosts and 
Witches of Cambridgeshire.
Visitors are very welcome, at £3.00 on 
the door.
Find out more about us and the 
history of Gamlingay at www.
gamlingayhistory.co.uk, and be sure 
to take a look at our excellent sister 
website, www.gamlingayphotos.co.uk.

Selections from the archive
by David Allen

A selection of Then & Now photos.

Church St. 1920s – 2011
Church End. 1911 – 2013
Green End. 1920s – 2011

(see Page 26) The Chequers Inn.
 Mill St. 1926 - 2011

Church Street

Green End



Friendship Coffee 
Mornings

All welcome, 10:30am

2nd May
Lindy Gorton, The Emplins

If you need a lift, please contact 
Gerry Brunt on 
01767 650 693

Church End



       Erin Lumsden-Baxter in her winning hat that can only 
       be described as very Eggy!

Gamlingay Eco Hub, Stocks Lane, Gamlingay, SG19 3JR
Andrea: 07980 612077          Tel: 01767 651226

Email: manager@eco-hub.info
www.eco-hub.info

Forthcoming Events
Blood Donors - Friday 26th April 
If you’re generally healthy and aged 17 or 
over, do something amazing.... Give blood

Saturday 18th May 2013 
‘Blueprint’ 
For an evening of Dance & Music 
Music from 60’s onwards, RnB & 
Rock & Pop
7:30 - Late 
Admission £10.00 
Tickets available @ The Eco Hub

Paul Kitson Dance
Presents Street Dance & Musical 
Theatre Dance
Saturday 11th & 18th May 2013
Street dance lessons start from 7 years 
old & Musical Theatre 17+ years. 
To book call Linda Kitson 07980 467579 
e-mail linda@paulkitsondance.com

NEW! Babac Bees 
DANCE, SING or ACT ?
Class 1 Ages 3 - 5
Class 2 Ages 5 - 8
Musical Theatre - Do it all ! 
Starts Saturday 25th May 2013
£3.00 / £4.00 per session
0772 3073479
babacbees@hotmail.co.uk 
www.babacbees.co.uk 

Another month of snow and rain and cold winds from the Urals. I really do hope 
our efforts at the Eco-hub help with mitigating the effects of the weather because I 
am really fed up with the cold.  I mean – can you imagine how easy an Easter egg
 hunt is in the snow?

By the time you read this it will be sunny. It had better be - otherwise I shall write a stiff 
note to the weatherman and not to our Carbon Tzar who is a meteorologist not a weather 
man ( I wish I knew what the difference was). He gave a talk the other night to GEAG and presented the 
facts and figures behind climate change as seen by people in his line of work. It is probably better to call 
it climate change rather than Global Warming – because it ain’t getting warm here! Anyway – his graphs 
and facts – even the things that are not yet understood well, paint a picture of what the future will hold. 
Personally, I think its more about managing that future than trying to  avoid it – it seems too late to stop 
climate change and the best we can do is learn to live with it and set up systems and modify our society 
to cope with it.  I see the Eco-hub as part of the new solutions we need to work on.

Let’s not forget the fun at the Eco-hub as the accompanying pictures show.  The annual party (notice I’ve 
now decided to call it the ‘annual party’ in the hope and expectation that we will do it again next year) was 
a great success. Many people turned up to share in our celebration. For those with a sense of fun we had 
a bouncy castle – for those with less robust limbs; a bar. We also had a terrific display of music from local 
bands who entertained us more or less non stop through the evening.

We hardly had time to get our dancing shoes off before the Craft Fair on the Sunday and whilst this was 
slowed down by the snowfall, the exhibitors and visitors had what seemed like another excuse to get to-
gether. The best job of all was judging the Easter Bonnet competition.  Well done to Erin Lumsden-Baxtor 
whose prize winning hat earned her a large chocolate egg – though I have not been fortunate enough to 
sample. 

We are soon to see our first wedding at the hub. A major piece of planning and  extraordinary attention to 
detail has gone into this to make sure it goes well. We are keen to see the hub used for all weddings in 
the  area so we particularly wish  James and Lucy well for their day.

Another success or two worthy of mention: The carpet bowls has taken off – no no - not a flying carpet, 
but a great group of  bowlers getting involved in our latest activity. 

The other thing worth noting is that last month I mentioned about blocking access to the  Eco-hub whilst 
visiting the doctors. I am please to say that people have responded well and we have seen  a lot less 
traffic in the wrong places – many thanks to all of you who have helped with this.

We also note some success in  gaining more Trustees. We have spoken to another four people who are 
keen and I will let you know their names next month when they have been signed up. Suffice to say for 
now that we are focussing on trustees who have a  specialist area of expertise such as exercise and fit-
ness,  dance, and so on.   Don’t think that lets you off the hook – we still would welcome more volunteers. 
Every time we add a new activity, we have a need for more people to help run it. - please get in touch 
– you know you want to join in. If nothing else – get in touch have a chat with an existing volunteer and 
they will tell you what their day is like and what it all entails.  The website continues to grow with more 
information being added regularly so please do take a look and follow our Twitter feeds and Facebook 
page which are also attracting a lot of activity. 

Well back to the egg hunt – must have left that white chocolate somewhere. 

John Mercer
Chair of Trustees, Gamlingay Eco-Hub

SOFT PLAY @ THE ECO HUB 

    

EVERY THURSDAY 
10:30 -12:30 or 1:00 - 3:00pm

Play as long or as little as you like for 
£ 2.50 per child per session 

includes unlimited squash for children 

Tea, Coffee & Snacks also available 

*1000 Ball Pit * 15 Soft Shapes * Soft Slide
* Toddler Bouncer * Ride On‛s & Rockers
* Skittle Bug * Foam Flooring 
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Indoor Carpet Bowls Indoor Carpet Bowls 

Every Tuesday @ The Eco Hub

30ft Indoor Carpet Bowls Mat 

£3.00 per person per session
including a hot beverage 

Session times: 
1pm - 3pm 

We are looking for Volunteers to 
help at these sessions.  

Please let us know if  you are 
interested! 

Every Tuesday @ The Eco Hub 

30ft Indoor Carpet Bowls Mat 

£3.00 per person per session
including a hot beverage 

Session times: 
1pm - 3pm 
4pm - 6pm 

We are looking for Volunteers to 
help at these sessions.  

Please let us know if  you are 
interested! 
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Every Tuesday @ The Eco Hub 

30ft Indoor Carpet Bowls Mat 

£3.00 per person per session
including a hot beverage 

Session times: 
1pm - 3pm 
4pm - 6pm 

We are looking for Volunteers to 
help at these sessions.  

Please let us know if  you are 
interested! 

Do you need 
help using a 
computer?

Free beginners computer instruction is 
available at the Ecohub, Stocks Lane, 
Gamlingay.

Every Wednesday afternoon 1-3pm

Tel: 01767 651 226 for further information



news from the first schooL

Cross Country 

On Tuesday 19th March twenty 
children from Gamlingay First School 
took part in an inter-school cross 
country event at GVC. The event was 
jointly organised by Mr Newman and 
Mrs Phillips. Over 180 children took 
part in both girls’ and boys’ races 
for children in Years 3 and 4. Nine 
different Cambridgeshire schools were 
involved as well as three schools from 
Central Bedfordshire.
 
Overall the First School finished 4th out 
of the 12 schools that took part!! 
 
Harvey Densem was the first boy 
from GFS to finish, coming home in 
an admirable 13th place. Both Isaac 
Rothwell and Isaac Turtle also finished 
in the top 20. Bronwyn Plowman was 
the first GFS girl to finish, coming 
home in 19th place. She was closely 
followed by Ciara McGrath who 
came 22nd, whilst Emma Cousins and 
Andrea Gurney were both in the first 30 
finishers.

Steeple Morden Primary School 
won both the boys’ team and overall 
competition, whilst Wrestlingworth 
Lower School won the girls’ team 
event.

Many thanks to the Village College for 
hosting this event and to Mrs Phillips 
and the Young Leaders for their support 
in making it such a success.

Key Stage 1 production

On Thursday 21st and Friday 22nd 
March all of Key Stage 1 at the First 
School was involved in a fantastic 
production of Noah and the Rainbow 
Boat. The singing, acting and dancing 
were amazing!!  
We were so pleased that so many 
parents and other family members 
were able to join us. This made it very 
special!!!

Foundation Stage castle day

On Monday 11th March Foundation 
Stage at the First School had a castle 
day, run by ‘History Off the Page’. We 
spent the day in Lady Ruth’s medieval 
castle. In the morning there was lots 
of jobs to be completed in the castle 
including 
 
* Making medicine to cure ailments 
* Making pies 
* Weaving and braiding wool 
* Catching rats from around the castle 
* Making leather pockets to hold   
   belongings 
* Defending the castle from attackers 
* Making lamps to use when it’s dark 
* Making leather finger guards for 
when using bow and arrows 
 
and much more. 
 
In the afternoon we had a banquet. The 
children were split into different groups 
to prepare for the banquet, taking on 
the roles of servants, entertainers, 
singers and acrobats. 
 
The children had a fantastic day and 
learnt so much from all the different 
activities! 
 
A huge thank you to all the parents who 
gave up their time to help make the day 
such as success. 

Key Stage 2

As part of their topic about World War 
2 this term children in Key Stage 2 
at the First School went to Duxford 
Imperial War Museum for the day. 
They all chose old fashioned names 
and dressed up as ‘evacuees’. It was a 
fantastic day and as well as seeing lots 
of aeroplanes they also met Agnes the 
Air Raid Warden. It was a great day 
out.

byJonathan Newman



continued on page 23









LEARNING YOUR TABLES

All over the World there are tables,
With different stories to tell.
Some are, happily, carefree;
On others it’s best not to dwell.

Parties, gatherings, friends dropping by
For family birthday affairs,
When pasting tables are hurriedly sought
From the broom-cupboard, under the stairs.

The theatre of war when generals, bemedalled,
Whose judgement, we trust not impaired,
Make decisions, while gathered round unbiased
tables,
Whether fighting, or peace, is declared.

Tea and sympathy, in time-honoured fashion,
Has, over the decades, evolved.
Where hardships and problems, re-lived over
cuppa’s,
Have often been quietly solved.

Mahogany tables, teak, oak and pine,
Or plastic - the camping sort -
In cafes or pubs, with obvious stains
Of red wine, lager and port.

From cradle to grave, there’s a table just right,
Old school desks, with inkwells and chalk;
Initials deep-carved on the top, or the sides,
Oh, if only tables could talk!

All styles have been made, over eons of time,
Ancient planks, held together with pegs:
Round tables, square ones, French polished grand

ones,
On elegant, Cabriole legs.

Refectory, gate-leg, drop-leaf design,
Pedestal, breakfast or dining;
Bobbin-turned, Barley-twist, Baluster legs,
And drawers with old green baize lining.

Queen Anne, Victorian, “Jacobethan”,
Regency; feet Ball and Claw,
Or Bracket, Bun or Stile, or even
A beautiful Lion’s Paw.

There’s the stacking sort, like the Russian dolls,
And some the “Occasional” kind,
I could go on for ever, as many more
So easily spring to mind.

Cloth-covered trestles, laden with food,
‘neath gentle Grecian skies.
Vases of flowers, which dance in the breeze,
Amid lovingly made cheesy pies.

The village fete, with W.I. ladies,
First, Second, Third on their labels,
Judging the cakes on the crisply-ironed covers
Which hide all the rickety tables.

Conferences, meetings, weddings and such,
Banquets and family do’s,
Tables have been at the heart of each one,
Beside windows, with varying views.

Tables for two, romantic meals,
Soft candlelight, chocolates, flowers.
But, table for one is not so nice
For those with lonely hours.

Jesus, with disciples twelve,
Shared their bread and wine.
They knew their master not for long
Would with them all still dine.

On table tops all over the land
Cutlery is laid.
Newspapers read, crosswords done,
Bills and debts all paid.

But secrets hidden, underneath,
From chewing gum to crust:
Centuries of baby food,
And peas, and beans, and dust!

Tables play a silent part
In scenes of passion and strife,
‘Though you haven’t lived if you haven’t danced
On a table, least once in your life!

From Christmas feasts in wintertime
To summer picnic fare,
Tables are the central theme,

Of that we are aware.

But tables need that extra touch,
That comes from humankind.
It’s people who will gather round
And love and friendship find.

Gill Spaul
Gamlingay
10th June, 2010



Gamlingay History 
Society 

7:30pm, Room 2 GVC

May 13th Ghosts and Witches 
of Cambridgeshire’, with 

Mike Petty.

June 10th. 
AGM, and social evening. 

New members welcome

Mill Street



The Great British

Supper

             
            S

upporting Spinal Injuries Association

              
      

              
     Friday 17th May 2013

The Great British Fish and ChipSupper is all about getting together,having fun and raising money forthe Spinal Injuries Association.
To request a fundraising pack:Call 0845 071 4350Email fundraising@siafishandchips.co.ukVisit www.siafishandchips.co.uk

Registered Charity No 1054097



WHAT’S ON IN MAY

Over 50’s walks Meet at Ecohub car park. New members welcome.  Ring 654 891 for 
further information

Wednesday 29th May, Thursday 27th 
June, Wednesday 24th July

History Society

Monday, 13th May Ghosts and Witches of Cambridgeshire, with Mike Petty.

Monday,10th June AGM, and social evening. 

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New members 
most welcome. tel: 651 025 .

Friday, 3rd May 7:30pm Trophy presentation and 8pm AGM Closing date for Image of the 
season

Gardening Club Monthly meetings held at the WI Hall, 7:30pm

Saturday, 11th May Annual plant sale, Honey Hill courtesy Eileen Knibbs. From 2:30pm. 
Refreshments.

W I 7.30pm WI Hall

New programme awaited

Parental Forum, GVC 7 to 8pm Gamlingay Village College

Forum meeting

Total wellness workout NB Bring some water to drink and an exercise mat or a towel for floor work. 
£5 per class 

Fridays 9.30-10.30am at St Mary’s Church Hall (near the Emplins)

Soup lunches every fourth Wednesday of the month 12:30pm start, Church Hall

Cock Inn, monthly quiz nights

Monday, 13th May Emma, Georgie and the under 30’s

Monday, 10th June Peter Smith

Youth Night meet at the Ecohub, 5.30 - 7.15pm, Thursdays, for 9-14 year olds

2nd May No youth club - County Council elections

9th May bring your pets to youth club

16th May sports tournament

23rd May picnic in Gamlingay Woods



WHAT’S ON IN MAY

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, Eco hub.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting, Eco hub.

Hatley Parish Council
For information contact the Clerk on 650 379 or email parish-clerk@
hatley.info. Further information can be found on the website www.hatley.
info or noticeboards

Quarterly meetings: 

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. Members of the public 
are always welcome to attend these meetings which are now held 
quarterly on the third Tuesday of the months of January, May, July and 
October..

The Gazette

Friday 3rd May Copy deadline for June edition.

Ffriday 31st May Copy deadline for July/August Summer double edition

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Dawson on 654 830 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month Meeting venue varies.

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff 
Bruerton on 650748.

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown.

1st and 3rd Monday of each month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.

Guild of St Mary’s Church Hall 8pm, all welcome.

Monday, 20th May ‘Easy gardening’ with Mr Hichisson from Langford Garden Centre

Gamlingay Players Jan Cooper 650 178

Tuesdays 8pm Ecohub

Thursdays 8pm venue varies

Gamlingay Archaelogical Group 
(GAGARCH) monthly meetings 7:45pm at the ecohub



Infusion Confusion
How to sweeten a cup of tea
Is a thing that’s not really worried me.
I’ve put in the sugar and stirred it around.
Quite satisfactory I’ve always found.

But a scientist though would complicate this,
Chance of an experiment he would not miss.
How could the sugar dissolve even faster?
Should you use lump or should you use castor?

Do you like your tea boiling or somewhat more cold?
Do you enjoy it more as you grow old?
We all have our tastes, over ages preferred,
Even James Bond liked it “shaken, not stirred”.

Rutes could be fixed, like ‘only one lump’
So it isn’t like treacle or oil from a sump.
Quantity needn’t restrict to one cup.
If the quality’s better then more you will sup.

Now do I want ‘loose’ or neat in a bag?
Whichever I choose there may be a snag.
On the shop shelves Assam or Darjeeling I’ve seen
Should I have black or be modern with green?

And just as I’ve almost made up my mind
About tea in a cup, I become quite resigned.
Why not alter forever - be top of the range.
Yes! Coffee is better, I’ll drink that for a change.

But here I’ll really have to take care
‘Cos I’ve always agreed with my partner so fair.
I won’t pose my preference with any great force
For coffee , you see, might be grounds for divorce!!

Learning to fence at PGL, 
adventure holiday

Chris having a go at the high wire at PGLl



Kieran one handed on the high wire

Conni W with her winning creation in 
Our Great British Bake-Off.

Youth Club activities 
captured on camera

by Lucy Rands



 

St. Mary’s Church 
Presents at the Eco Hub, Gamlingay 

“Blueprint” 
For an evening of Dance & Music 

Music from the 60’s onwards 
R&B, Rock and Pop 

18th May 2013 
 

 

 

 

             
  
 Admission £10 

              8pm until late (doors open 7:30pm) 
    Licensed Bar 

Tickets available from: 
     The Eco Hub & the Bargain Box 



Table Fable

Arthur is king ! - that strikes a chord.
Wasn’t he that chap with the wonderful sword ?
A bit of an odd ball though, I do declare
He had a round table instead of one square.

Anyway, this great sword was stuck in a stone
And no one could pull it out on his own
’Til Smart Alee Arthur turned up with a breeze
And recovered the sword with the greatest of ease.

They said “If you’re that good, our 
King you shall be!”
So they all had a “barbie” and 
jousted ‘til tea.
But although there was not 
much food to be found,
Because of that table it all 
went right round!

 Tony Woodall

Bus Service Change
The 127 Royston – Bassingbourn – The 
Mordens – (Potton – Gamlingay -) –
Monday to Saturday service, previously 
operated by Charter Travel, will in 
future be operated by Cozy Travel. A 
few minor changes to departure times, 
are intended to maintain reliability.

Full details and copies of the timetable 
can be obtained from Cozy Travel on 
0345 2658888.



Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on 
District Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley, and Bridget 
Smith

Keeping us abreast on 
County Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley

Your Councillors are always 
ready to help. If you have 
any questions about these - or 
indeed any other - matters, 
please do not hesitate to contact 
County Councillor Sebastian 
Kindersley on 01767 651982 
or skindersley@hotmail.com 
or write to the Manor Barn, 
East Hatley, SG19 3JA. District 
Councillor Bridget Smith is 
on 01767 650510 or bridget@
glockling.com 

School Funding

Readers will recall we wrote 
about the benefits of the Pupil 
Premium for schools in a 
recent column. Quite rightly 
we have been contacted by a 
local Headteacher who points 
out that like everyone else in 
the Public Sector, schools have 
been expected to deal with 
reduced funding. Not only that, 
but budgets have to stretch to 
meet many requirements that 
previously had been funded from 
different pots. In fact, the whole 
school budget is down by at least 
10% and this – as you can guess 
– puts school administrations and 
Governors in a difficult position, 
especially as locally the number 

of pupils continues to rise out of 
proportion with funding.

In fact, Cambridgeshire is the 
worst funded local authority in 
the UK in terms of education 
funding and recently all the 
Village College Headteachers 
signed a letter in support of 
lobbying the Government for 
a better and fairer settlement, 
pointing out that our 
neighbouring authorities receive 
considerably more funding per 
pupil and that this needs to be 
rectified. Hear hear!
 
Traveller Development in 

Central Bedfordshire

The proposal to develop a new 
Traveller’s site adjacent to the 
Parish (but in Bedfordshire) 
at the Heath has caused 
considerable concern locally. 
Everyone accepts that like the 
settled community there are 
housing pressures for travellers 
too – however there are 
significant concerns about how 
the process has been undertaken, 
by Central Beds in particular, 
as this site was rated very low 
in the sifting process and the 
land is in public ownership 
(and therefore much easier for 
CBC to develop as a site). In the 
meantime please contact CBC 
and take part in the consultations 
that remain.  Although Gazette 
deadlines mean you may read 
this after the Full Council 
meeting of April 18th there 
will be a six week statutory 

planning consultation thereafter 
in May/June 2013 and you can 
submit a representation to this 
process. All representations will 
be considered by the Council 
and necessary amendments 
will be made to the Local Plan 
before the document is submitted 
to the Secretary of State for 
examination. 

Streetlighting

The 25 year PFI project to 
replace all of Cambridgeshire’s 
streetlighting comes to 
Gamlingay in May – admittedly 
only to Bunyan Close. If you 
have any questions about this 
please get in touch. 

Arrington Speed Limits

The extensions of the speed 
limits in Arrington should be 
implemented week commencing 
May 6th.

A14

We wrote about South Cambs 
having to pay money into the 
pot for the new A14 Toll road 
– incidentally the project is 
identical to that binned by the 
Government EXCEPT in the 
way it is to be funded – last 
month. We have been contacted 
by several residents who are 
incensed that both the District 
and the County have agreed they 
will put Council Tax funds into 
the rebuild of a national – in fact 
European – road. Can you please 

continued on page 37



Gamlingay Tennis Club

So how do you get to play?
The good news is that the courts are swept and ready for action, the gate has a new 2013 lock and 
to get your key and start playing, all you need to do is sign up and pay your membership fees. 
Individuals £30
Students (in FTE) £25
Family (2 Adults and their children in FTE) £70
Couple £50
Membership entitles you to free British Tennis Membership, which in turn automatically enters you into the 
Wimbledon Tickets ballot

Is there any coaching?
If there are a minimum of 6-8 members who wish to participate in coaching sessions, these will be arranged to 
commence in early June, so please let me know if you are interested.

To Join:
Membership forms are available either in person or via e-mail and all you need to do is complete one and drop it into 
23 Church Street, along with a cheque made payable to Gamlingay Tennis Club for the appropriate amount and your 
keys will be issued immediately.

Call Sally or John - 01767-654165
Or
23 Church Street, Gamlingay, SG19 3JH or E-mail GamlingayTennisClub@hotmail.co.uk

contact us if you feel strongly 
about this? We feel a grumpy 
campaign coming on…

Buses

Work continues to develop a 
way of replacing the subsidised 
bus services with an alternative 
that will deliver more people to 
more places more often. In the 
meantime we have in our hot 
and sweaty mitts a letter from 
the County Council assuring us 
that those services will remain 
until there is a viable alternative 
in place. If you feel anxious 
about this please get in touch 
directly – there is a certain 
amount of misinformation being 
circulated…

 Northstowe 

Now being touted as “a Modern 
Garden Town” for heaven’s sake. 
A number of people have asked, 

“what exactly is the state of play 
there?” Although the planning 
application for the first phase of 
1,500 homes has been agreed it is 
only now that discussions about 
the development of infrastructure 
and the money to pay for it is 
being addressed, and needless 
to say, what is required is being 
cut moment by moment, such 
that now the developers will 
have to pay only 50% of what 
was originally envisaged. So the 
lessons learnt at Bar Hill and 
Cambourne have effectively been 
binned.

Station Road Gamlingay

Turning to more local and 
frankly more satisfactory matters. 
The development at Station Road 
continues to call our attention 
and that of the Parish Council. 
The allotment site is now fenced 
and hedged and discussions 
relating to the Station Road 

cycle/footway are advancing. 
Kier’s plan to start on site 
towards the end of the summer.

Very important – if you 
or anyone you know with a 
Gamlingay connection is 
interested in one of the affordable 
homes being built at Station 
Road please get on the Housing 
Register at South Cambs or you 
will be unable to bid into the 
process. (You will need to be 
able to demonstrate a Gamlingay 
connection…)

New Casework

Your Councillors are here to 
help you. Please do feel free 
to contact us with comments, 
questions, problems or 
complaints. We hope we can help 
but if we can’t we are likely to 
know someone who can!

continued from page 36



PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND 
EDUCATION 
Mucky Pups Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 
940

Rainbow Preschool Julie Prior 652 157
Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 

676
Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 

491
Natalie 691 477

Care Club closed
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
First School Office 650 208
Carers Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Roy Dennis 650183
Football Club Chair: 

Brian 
Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian 
Culverhouse

651 020

Tennis Club John Gray 654 165
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church 
Hall

Kate Golding 651 215

WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George 
Village Hall

Mr Marshall 650 971

Ecohub Manager Andrea 
Hutchison

0798 0612 
077

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gardening Club Lindy Gorton

Janet Hale 
650 581
650 794

History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Over 50’s walks
 meet at Ecohub

Miriam and Phil 
Tichner

654 891

Booklinks Fay Boissieux 0779 1145744

Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of 
Dance

Susan Lucas, 316 518

St. Neot’s Model 
Railway club

John Kneeshaw E mail: 
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com 

East Beds Model 
Railway Society

Sec: John Wakeman
wakemanpj@aol.com

Painting for Pleasure Roy Turner 650426
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

Jackie Hough 651 070

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay 
Guides

Benita Scott 650 547

1st Gamlingay 
Brownies

Jane Brown 652 997

1st Gamlingay 
Rainbows

Helen Brown 651 271

Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Beavers Karen Crutchington Email: 

karen.crutchington@sky.
com

Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gamlingay 
Gransden Cubs

Barry Jefferd 261 000

Gamlingay Scouts 
Thursday

Brandon Booth  07812 
049139

b.c.booth@talk21.com
Pathfinder Scouts 
Friday

Chris Elwood 07879 
698477

Explorers Phil Wood  01480 
830 866

(all meet at Scout Hut)
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

Youth Club
Lucy Rands

07929 
453235Youth Cafe

CHURCHES
Baptist Church, 
Minister,

James Gilbert 651 519

St Mary The Virgin, 
Rector:

Steven 
Rothwell

650 568

SCHOOLS
First School Head J 

Newman
650 208

Village College Head C 
Pheysey

650 360

First School 
Association

Via school 
office

650 208

Village College 
Friends Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information

Library Opening hours   
Monday 2.00pm – 8.00pm 01767 651 226
Tuesday 9.15am - 12.15pm
Wednesday 10.30am - 3.15pm toddlers’ story time 11am, free drinks for pensioners from 12.15pm - 3.15pm, 

free drop in computer training 1-3pm
Thursday 4.00pm – 7.00pm Homework club 4 - 5.30pm. Please note the revised times.
Saturday 9.30am - 12.30pm



Village Information

Library Opening hours   
Monday 2.00pm – 8.00pm 01767 651 226
Tuesday 9.15am - 12.15pm
Wednesday 10.30am - 3.15pm toddlers’ story time 11am, free drinks for pensioners from 12.15pm - 3.15pm, 

free drop in computer training 1-3pm
Thursday 4.00pm – 7.00pm Homework club 4 - 5.30pm. Please note the revised times.
Saturday 9.30am - 12.30pm

HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community 
Healthcare

Appointments 651 150

Child Health Clinic Meet at Baptist 
Church hall

CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 

696650
Car Care Scheme Sue 

McPherson
07519 
493701

EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency 
Fire

01223 
376 217

Non-emergency 
Police

101

Community Police PC S.Wiltshire
PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,

Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

at ecohub clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Sarah Groom

Vice Chairman Nick Telford-Reed
Library Kate 

Laugharne
651 226

Forward Gamlingay Chair: 
Ian Wakeling

Hatley Parish 
Council  

Clerk:
Leanne Bacon

650 379

parish-clerk@hatley.info
Chairman: M Astor
POLITICS
MP Andrew 

Lansley. 
Conservative.

01954 
212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South 
Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0345 
0450 500

Gamlingay 
Residents 
Association

Roderick Starksfield
www.facebook.com/Gamlingayresidentsassociation 

www. gamlingay-gra.org.uk
651 002

Faulty street lamps 0800 7838 
247

Cambridge County Council
Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult’s Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221
General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0845 4040506
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361

Gamlingay Writers Tracey Dawson 654 830
gamlingaywriters@gmail.com

Village Show Jan Cooper 650 178
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s 
Almshouses Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian 
Kindersley
Lawrie Edwards 
Major

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District 
Round Table

Lee Packham 
Brown

GEAG (Gamlingay 
Environmental Action 
Group)

Brycchan Carey 651 141

CFRS community 
champion

audreywilliams@lineone.net

Gamarch (gamlingay 
Archaelogical Group)

John Jenkins

NEW email contact details for library:
gamlingaylap@yahoo.com



The Police
Non-emergency number:

101


