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News from the Village College
I am very grateful to be given the chance to write an article for the Gazette for the first time and hope very 
much that a contribution from myself and the school can be a regular feature of the magazine.  Whilst we 
have regular contact with the parents of our pupils via individual letters home and half-termly whole school 
newsletters, others in the village may not be as familiar with what is happening here at the Village College.  I 
am very pleased, therefore, to be given the opportunity to share with you details of the many activities that are currently taking 
place here in Station Road.

Diamond Jubilee Garden Party Celebrations
Perhaps the most exciting news we have had recently was the invitation from the Lord Lieutenant of Cambridge to attend the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebration Garden Party at Burghley House.  The Village College was one of ten schools in the 
county selected to send thirty pupils along to this prestigious event.  However, to make it a whole ‘Gamlingay village’ event we 
gave five places on the trip to Mr Newman at Gamlingay First School and he arranged for five lucky youngsters to join their 
older counterparts in what I’m sure will have been a memorable event. 

Since taking up my post as Acting Headteacher in January I have been delighted to have the opportunity to work with Mr 
Newman and his colleagues at Gamlingay First School.  Already we have made a successful joint bid for funds to support 
reading in Key Stage 2, something which has brought £7,500 to our schools.  We have also worked together in developing and 
extending our transition days at the end of the summer term, where Year 4 pupils from the First School will come and spend two 
days here at Gamlingay Village College.  Mr Newman is also keen that we produce a joint schools newsletter at different times 
throughout the year, which is a tremendous idea and one which I will be supporting whole heartedly.  We are both aware of the 
many potential benefits that exist for pupils in both our schools by having strong links between the two of us. 

Young Writers Award
I am delighted to be able to announce that four of our pupils who entered poems into the Young Writers ‘Express Yourself’ 
competition will be having their work published in an anthology in August.  The four pupils: Lucy Spence, Chloe Smith, 
Hannah Phillips and Louise Richardson all sent in poems which impressed the judges enough for their work to be selected for 
publication.  Our congratulations go to all four girls.
Also on a writing theme, Mrs Osborne has organised for all pupils within the school to submit a piece of written work based 
on the theme of the Olympics.  The best work will be presented in a portfolio and be part of the legacy that our pupils leave 
behind for those who follow them in the future.  I’m sure it will be of great interest to our future pupils, as they will see how this 
momentous occasion was viewed by their predecessors.

Finally, here at the Village College we like to think that we have a sense of occasion.  We are determined that we should 
recognise the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations ourselves and make a contribution towards them.  Already pupils 
throughout the school have taken part in a STEM project (Science Technology, Engineering and Maths) with Cambridge 
University.  The pupils were asked to design a diamond for the Jubilee celebrations.  Using scientific, engineering, technological 
and mathematical principles, accompanied by the pupils own individual creativity, imagination and flair, a whole range of 
designs were produced.  The best of the designs is now hanging proudly in the school hall.  
During the final week of the summer term the whole school will be working towards a Jubilee celebration event.  The pupils will 
be carrying out a range of activities in connection with the Queen’s sixty year reign.  On the penultimate day of the term (19th 
July) we will hold a Diamond Jubilee Celebration Day of our own to which parents will be invited.  More details of this and 
other events will be issued nearer the time.

Colin Pheysey
Head of College
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D C FINNIGAN
Motor Engineering Specialists
Unit 1, Green End Industrial Estate,

Gamlingay

MOT
TESTING
STATION

Tel: 01767 651 653
Your local MOT Test Centre for 

Gamlingay
Servicing and repairs
for most makes of car

Telephone now for fast, friendly 
service

For relief from …
  Backache
  Stress
  PMT and many more

Try Shiatsu massage

THE SHIATSU CLINIC

Caroline Betts MRSS
Member of the Register of the Shiatsu Society
01767 650485

 

AMBIENCE
Holistic & Natural Therapies

Offering a wide range of treatments
in a warm and relaxing atmosphere

-oOo-
Hydrotherm Massage

Indian Head
Swedish

Hot Stones
Reflexology

Aromatherapy
Hopi Ear Candles

Stress Buster Massage
Reiki
-oOo-

Gift Vouchers Available
Call Karen for an appointment on 

01767 651995
17 Plane Tree Close, Gamlingay, SG19 3NE

DUSTERS
DOMESTIC CLEANING SERVICES

Offering a full range of Household Services 
(including ironing) at affordable rates

• FOR A FREE QUOTE 
• PLEASE CALL VAL 

TEL: 01767 220 696
MOBILE: 07500 223 694

Gamlingay Players present
“Round and Round the 

Garden”
By Sir Alan Ayckbourn

The Gamlingay Players will perform 
Round and Round the Garden, the 
third part of the Norman Conquests, 

on 6th and 7th July 
at Gamlingay First School.

Norman is in love with Annie. Annie 
is in love with Norman. The only 
problem is, Norman is married to 
Annie’s sister Ruth, and Tom is 
plucking up the courage to ask 
Annie to marry him. Then there is 
Annie and Ruth’s brother Reg and 
his wife Sarah, who Norman has 
also taken a shine to. Add in some 
parsnip wine, a proposed mini-break 
to East Grinstead and some missing 
fuse wire and you have a recipe for 
hilarity.

You may have seen what happened 
in the Dining Room and the Living 
Room, now find out what happened 
in the Garden. Even if you have 
not seen the other plays, join us in 
a country garden in the middle of 
summer to find out whether they all 
end up living happily ever after.
Tickets are £7.50 for adults and 
£5.00 concessions and are available 
from The Hub, The Cutting Mill or 
on-line. The play starts at 7.45, 
with the Bar run by the First School 
Association open from 7.15.

Nominations open for 
South Cambridgeshire’s 

youth council
Nominations have opened for young 
people interested in becoming 
councillors and sitting on South 
Cambridgeshire’s all new youth 
council.  

There are 20 places available for 
young people aged 13 to 18 years 
old who want to have a say about 
the things that matter to them in their 
local area, and across the district as 
a whole.

The role of a youth councillor is to 
represent the views and opinions 
of all young people in South 
Cambridgeshire, and to become 
involved in, and contribute to, the 
well-being of local young people and 
the wider community. 

There are a lot of things that youth 
councillors may want to work with 
South Cambridgeshire District 
Council on, including new housing 
developments, sports and arts 
activities, jobs and businesses, 
climate change and energy, and 
communication with residents.

Youth councillors will develop 
leadership skills, gain confidence, 
get involved in decision-making and 
help organise youth and community 
events.

Officers from South 
Cambridgeshire District Council 
visited the district’s nine village 
colleges, and the Connections Youth 
Bus that tours the area, throughout 
April to talk to young people about 
what is involved in becoming 
a youth councillor, answer any 
questions, and help them sign up 
and stand for election.

Tracy Mann, South 
Cambridgeshire District Council’s 
Development Officer, said: “Young 
people really care about all sorts 
of things that affect them, and 
the youth council will help them 
get involved in democracy at an 
early age. If you live in South 
Cambridgeshire and believe you 
should have a say in the decisions 
that are made on your behalf, then 
please volunteer to become a youth 
councillor and really help us to help 
you make a difference.”

Young people can nominate 
themselves until the closing date on 
1 August 2012.

If there are enough candidates 
who want to stand on the new youth 
council an election will be held in 
September.

For further information, or if you, or 
someone you know, would like to 
become a youth councillor, please 
contact Tracy Mann on (01954) 
713342 or email tracy.mann@
scambs.gov.uk.
Residents of all ages can also 
follow the youth council by ‘liking’ 
its Facebook page. Log in to 
Facebook and search for South 
Cambridgeshire Youth Council.
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Drum lessons
Professional musician and qualified 

teacher with 8 years experience
Trinity and Guildhall 

grading 1-8
All ages welcome

contact Jon Finnigan
01767 650080, 07841 713641

POTTON WINDOWS LTD
Quality PVCu windows and doors

Double Glazed - Secured by Design
FENSA & 10 year guarantee

Professional Service Assured
Discounts for Pensioners

Tel: 01767 260626
E-mail: sales @pottonwindows.co.uk

GARY HARE

Property Improvements

All aspects of carpentry,
internal/external doors

Real wood/laminate floors
Bathrooms

Kitchens designed, supplied, fitted
Ceramic wall and floor tiling

External and internal painting,
decorating and wallpapering

Complete property refurbishment

Telephone: 01767 651 821
Mobile: 0777 397 3420

City and Guilds
25 years experience
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PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND 

EVERTON CUM TETWORTH
Rector: Revd Steven  
 Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller

The Rectory, Stocks Lane

11 Bunyan Close

650 568

650 779

KEY
E=Everton 

G=Gamlingay
H=Hatley St George
B=Baptist Church
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Dear Readers,

I like reading about journeys and I like watching films about journeys. In a sense most films and novels are about journeys; either 
actual ones where the characters embark on a great journey or a more metaphysical journey where they become more aware of 
their own purpose in life. Some films and novels contain both the actual journey and the metaphysical one.

Many people will be undertaking journeys at this time of year to go on holiday. It’s a type of journey that has been popular for a 
few decades now – the package holiday or the camping trip or maybe wine-tasting in France or a cruise around the Med. These 
options are not open to everyone as the prices of these type of excursions are high and particularly during school holidays. The 
need to ‘get away’, to see different things and meet new people seems to be deeply ingrained in our psyche. Perhaps it’s only so 
that we can fully appreciate our homes and comforts when we return.

Journeying has a special place in the spiritual terms. Many religious cultures have a concept of pilgrimage, where people will 
travel for many days and many miles to visit a holy place. Some go through arduous journeys and even inflict great hardship on 
themselves, such as making the journey on their knees.

Whether your taking a package holiday to a sunny destination or making a pilgrimage there is surely one thing in common: 
the journey itself is where we find ourselves being transformed. Even if the destination is a wonderful place it is how we cope 
with traveling, and who we encounter on the way that will make a significant difference. Perhaps the reason that taking trips, 
holidays and pilgrimages are so popular is that there are little metaphors for our whole lives. Our life is a journey made from the 
womb through infancy and childhood to youth and adulthood; then to middle age and old age, with many stopping off points in 
between.

Whatever journey you may make this summer  - whether it is a long vacation, or a day trip out, or a visit to friends or even a 
pilgrimage - I hope that you discover something new and fresh about yourself, and that you encounter new friends on the way.

Revd Steven Rothwell

Service for July and August 2012

Sunday 1 July Trinity 4 8am Holy Communion G
10am First Sunday Service & 

Baptisms
G

6pm Evensong E
Sunday 8 July Trinity 5 8am Holy Communion E

9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Holy Communion H

Sunday 15 July Trinity 6 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E
6pm Hatley Songs of Praise H

Sunday 22 July Trinity 7 8am Holy Communion H
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E
6pm Taizé G

Sunday 29 July Trinity 8 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

Sunday 5 August Trinity 9 8am Holy Communion G
10am First Sunday Service G
6pm Evensong E

Sunday 12 August Trinity 10 8am Holy Communion E
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am No service at Hatley

Sunday 19 August Trinity 11 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

Sunday 26 August Trinity 12 8am No Service at Hatley
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E
6pm Evensong G



News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary Mrs Joan Oakley 01767 650069 

www.gamlingaybaptist.btck.co.uk

Church Services:
Every Sunday Morning 10:45am. (with 
Sunday Club for children)

Communion is always celebrated on the 
first Sunday of each month.

Family Service 29th July and 19th August 
10:45am.

Weekday Meetings:
House Groups:
Mondays 10:00am.
Thursdays 7:45pm. (Venue as 
announced)

Prayer
The Church is open between 2:00pm 
and 3:00pm
every Wednesday for prayer, all are 
welcome.

For Children:
Sunday Club 
Every Sunday 10:45am (half way 
through service)

‘Messy Church’ – fun, games, stories, 
getting messy
 (for children 5 to 11 years)
Saturday 28th July – 2:00pm to 4:00pm 
(No Messy Church in August – Holiday 
Club)
 
‘On Your Marks’ (August 2012) – 
Holiday Club: more fun, stories, games 
and getting messy. Contact Rev. James 
Gilbert for details.

Alpha The Alpha Course is an informal 
evening set around a meal for those who 
want to find out more about Christianity. 
You are warmly invited! We have 
a course running every Tuesday at 
6:30pm– why not contact our minister 
for details.

Women’s Prayer Breakfast – a time to share, pray and then eat together. 
Saturday 21st July and 18th August, at 8:00am.

Coffee Mornings
Thursdays 19th July and 16th August 2012 

(in aid of Sinai Orphanage, Madras)

10:00am until 11:30am – Why not join us for tea/coffee and cake?
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Dear Friends,

Whilst some old sayings are old wives’ tales and should just be ignored, there is one 
that seems to have even more relevance today: ‘All work and no play makes Jack a 
dull boy…’ We live in a culture that encourages us to work to get on – which is fine, 
it is right that we support ourselves and work hard, but there is much more to life 
than just work, work, work...

God, our Creator recognizes the need to take time out. Right from Creation, God 
commanded people to have a ‘Sabbath’ – one day for rest, to spend time with God 
and recuperate. This command was given for our benefit – to ignore it is a recipe for 
burnout. 

Not only that, as well as weekly ‘time out’, there is need for something more – On one 
occasion, Jesus sent his twelve Disciples out to preach, heal the sick and do all sorts 
(Mark 6). Not surprisingly, after this really exhausting programme, He saw the need 
to give them a break and invited them to go away with Him ‘to a quiet place and get 
some rest’ - we cannot expect to go on forever in frenetic activity, burn out, does no 
one any good, not our employers and certainly not our families.

God is not a kill-joy, there is nothing that He has commanded us that is not for 
our benefit, in fact, the Bible says that ‘God has given all things richly to enjoy’ 
(1 Timothy 6:17). People who say Christianity is nothing more than a boring set of 
restrictive rules do not know what they are talking about. The only things He prohibits 
are those that are harmful to us, those that endanger our life, health and future. We 
have a God who loves us and only wants the best for us – that is seen most of all in 
the coming of Jesus, who in His words, came to bring us ‘life to the full’ (John 10:10).

I hope that you ‘hear the word of God’ this summer and manage some time out – God 
loves you and best of all He wants you to know Him, so why not take some time to 
seek Him out for yourself…

Best Wishes and Happy Holidays!

  James 
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Pressed for time? 
Steamed up over ironing? 
Let me smooth things out for you!

I operate in a non-smoking and pet 
free environment

FREE collection and delivery
24hr turnaround
Only £8 per hour (estimate also 
given on 
collection)

If interested, 
please call
Sarah on 07745 
836757

 
 
 
 

‘The largest club in Cambridge committed 
to making tennis available to all ages and abilities’ 

 

Adult and Junior Coaching for  
all abilities throughout the year  

 

See our website for further information or  
to download an application form  

www.cambridgeltc.com  
Memberships available: 

Families  Minis  Juniors  Students  
Senior  Senior 70+  Social 

 

Cambridge Lawn Tennis Club 
Wilberforce Road, CB3 0EQ 

t: 01223 312550 
w: cambridgeltc.com 

e: info@cambridgeltc.com 

 
 

Friendship Coffee 
Mornings

All welcome, 10:30am

Friendship Coffee Morning

Thursday 5th July
Joan and Robert Brown
7 Fairfield

Thursday 2nd August
Gerry Brunt
15 Fairfield

If you need a lift 
please contact 
Gerry Brunt 
01767 650 693

Motorcyclists urged to stay 
safe

MOTORCYCLISTS are being 
urged to sign up to a course to 
keep them safe on the road. 
 
The Bikesafe course is part of a 
national initiative which is run 
by officers locally and teaches 
how to assess risks, cornering 
and overtaking. 
 
As the weather improves many 
riders will begin to take to the 
roads, to coincide with this 
there will be courses running at 
Thorpe Wood, Sawston and St 
Neots police stations. 

A CONFIDENTIAL number to report 
drink drivers and those driving under 
the influence of drugs launches 
today (Friday June 1,) to coincide 
with the force’s summer campaign.

The enforcement campaign runs 
until the end of June, while the 
confidential hotline will be piloted for 
three months.

Using the 0800 032 0845 number, 
which is available 24/7, people can 
get involved in the campaign by 
supplying police with information 
about drink and drug drivers.

Inspector Chris Skepper said: “We 
know there are people out there 
who still feel it is acceptable to drive 
under the influence and there are 
also people who know who these 
offenders are.

“They may not feel comfortable 
reporting drink and drug drivers 
so the confidential line is available 
to allow people to do this without 
having to leave their details.

“We will act on the 
information immediately where 
possible or through targeted action.”

Last year 1201 people were 
arrested on suspicion of driving 
under the influence; of those 86% 
were men and 14% women.

Insp Skepper added: “As the 
weather warms up and the days 
get longer we traditionally see an 
increase in the number of people 
driving under the influence of 
alcohol and drugs. 
 
“People tend to be out socialising 
and celebrating and may not think 
about how they are going to get 
home. 
 
“It is simply not acceptable for 
people to risk the lives of others 
because they’ve had too much fun 
and may have drunk too much. 
 

“We are urging drivers to organise 
their transport home before 
becoming impaired and make what 
could be a fatal decision. 
 
“We will also be targeting drivers the 
morning after the night before as 
many people don’t realise the length 
of time the effects of alcohol can 
last.”
Clair George, road safety officer for 
Peterborough City Council, said: 
“More than 100,000 people are 
arrested each year in the UK for 
drink driving and drivers should be 
aware that any collision they are 
involved in will result in an automatic 
breath test. If convicted of drink 
driving you will receive a minimum 
driving ban of at least 12 months, an 
endorsement of your driving licence 
for 11 years, criminal record, a fine 
of up to £5,000.   
  
“If you drive at twice the legal 
alcohol limit you are at least 30 
times more likely to cause a road 
crash than a driver that has not 
been drinking. Any amount of 
alcohol affects your ability to drive 
our message is to drive safely, 
responsibly, and without being under 
the influence of alcohol - otherwise 
you could ruin your own life and the 
lives of others.”
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CHILTERN
School of Motoring

Female Driving Instructor
DSA approved

Block booking discounts
Tel: Liz 01767 650 472

or 07986 543 121

L L

Literacy Teacher
Individual 

tutoring for KS2/3 
Highly Experienced 

professional. Curriculum 
based teaching for SEN 

Autistic syndrome and OCD 
students

G & T students who need that 
extra motivation.

Contact
01767 – 652052

Will Colebrook 
Award winning designer

Landscaping and garden maintenance

8 Cinques Road
Gamlingay
0752 7717463

wcole002@hotmail.com
“Where there’s a Will there’s a way”

 
The course runs over three 
consecutive Tuesday evenings 
from 7pm until 9pm.

 
Course leader PC Simon Burgin, 
said: “Motorcyclists make up 
only two per cent of road users 
in the county but they make up 
27 per cent of those killed or 
seriously injured. 
 
“Being a good rider is no 
accident, it takes skill, 
knowledge and concentration to 
be one of the best. 
 
“You might be surprised at what 
you can learn from the course.” 
 
After the three evening sessions 
motorcyclists will be taken out 
for an assessed ride with an 
advanced police motorcyclist. 
 
To find out more or book a 
place visit the Cambridgeshire 
section at www.bikesafe.co.uk

Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue 
Service 
Community Champion
Look after your Smoke Alarm
A smoke alarm is a warning device 
that detects smoke at the earliest 
stage of a fire. It will give you vital 
extra time to escape. 
A smoke alarm should be fitted to 
every floor of your home.

•	 Once a week test the 
battery - press the test 
button until the alarm 
sounds.

•	 Twice a year vacuum 
the inside of the alarm 
to remove dust from the 
sensors. 

•	 Once a Year change the 
battery. (Unless it’s a 10-
year alarm)

•	 After 10 years replace your 
alarm with a new unit.

When you return from a holiday 
make sure you check your smoke 
detector is still working – test the 
battery.
Remember only a working smoke 
alarm will help save your life in the 
event of a fire.
For further advice about fire 
safety please contact Gamlingay 
Community Champion for CFRS 
Audrey Williams at audreywilliams@
lineone.net

New Children’s Dance Classes in your area!
Monday’s at Gamlingay Community Eco Hub, SG19 3QP

Baby Boppers       (3-4 Years) 4.00pm - 4.30pm

Dance Teenies (5-6 Years) 4.30pm - 5.00pm

Jivin’ Juniors         (7-9 Years)  5.00pm - 5.45pm
Classes Start On 10th September 2012

If there is enough interest in a class for children aged 10+, a suitable class 
could be added to the timetable above. Please contact me if this interests you.

Disco Freestyle, Street Jazz, Rock’n’Roll and Ballroom & Latin are the dance 
styles taught in all advertised classes

All teachers are CRB Police Checked, Fully Insured and A.I.S.T.D Qualified
Classes run to school term times. For further information and to reserve a 
space in the classes please contact Rowena on 01763 878245, rowena@
hotstepsdanceacademy.co.uk or visit www.hotstepsdanceacademy.co.uk
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ProLawnCare provide a specialist,
professional service for people
who are serious about their lawns

• Free Lawn Health Check - 
an in-depth survey of your lawn

• Free Programme Proposal - 
a unique solution for your lawn

• The finest feeds, fertilisers and
weed control products available
along with expert knowledge

For further information call 

01480 812 393
or email info@prolawncare.co.uk

www.prolawncare.co.uk

FREE
Lawn
Health
Check

Amazingly green
lawns for
surprisingly little!

DRIVEWAYS & PATIOS
• Established business with over 

15 years experience
• All work guaranteed 
• Free quotations

Relocated to Gamlingay
Alconbury Driveways

05602 691678 / 07855367620

& 
Leadwork specialist 

C.I.S. Registered
Your local Roofer

 All roofing work undertaken: tiling, 
slating, felt, leadwork, Facias, guttering, 

roof insulating, chimney re-pointing & 
roof repairs.

Tel: 01767 651 626
Mob: 07834 777134

Free friendly quote & call out 
References available

W o o d c r a f t
P r o p e r t y  &  G a r d e n

M a i n t e n a n c e

Painting & Decorating, Tiling (Walls & Floors)
Bathroom & Kitchen Re-fits
Plumbing
Garden Shed Roofing & Fencing
Loft Insulating/Boarding
All General Household Maintenance

Call Colin on 01767 313947 or 07738 414556
or

Paul on 01767 319061 or 07860 879948

Fab Four tweeting round the East

On 13 May, four dedicated wildlife 
loversl embarked on an adventure 
round East Anglia to spot as many 
species of bird as possible over 24 
hours.

They called it their ‘Big Bird Race’.
Lee Gregory, Mal Fairley, Rob 
Yaxley and Jonny Rankin have 
chosen to do the challenge 
in order to raise money for 
Operation Turtle Dove to ensure a 
future for this iconic species.
Operation Turtle Dove, launched on 
the 10th May 2012, is a project which 
aims to reverse the decline of one of 
England’s best loved farmland birds, 
the Turtle Dove. The project partners 
are the RSPB, Conservation Grade, 
Pensthorpe Conservation Trust and 
Natural England.

The group of four  set off at 12 noon 
and attempted to see as many 
different species of bird as possible 
in the 24 hours, travelling to all 
corners of the region on the hunt.
Turtle doves have declined by 91% 
since the 1970s and now there 
are just nine for every 100 there 
were 40 years ago. The cause of 
the population crash is not fully 
understood, but a study in the 
1960’s showed that the birds’ diet 
consisted almost entirely of small 
seeds of wild plants. Changes 
in farming practices have led to 
the loss of such plants from our 
countryside and a reduction in 
breeding attempts.
Jonny said: “All four of us are 
passionate about wildlife and 
frequently visit RSPB nature 
reserves. Their work spans across 
local, national and international 
projects and we wanted to help by 
giving something back to the charity.

We love all wildlife, birds, mammals, 
plants and insects and we wanted to 
prove just how diverse East Anglia is 
for wildlife. There is so much on our 
doorstep.”

The route took in as much of the 

region as possible to include a few 
RSPB nature reserve along the way.

The Fab Four made their way up to 
the Norfolk coast in an attempt to 
add some seabirds to the list.

Jonny continued: “Obviously, as 
part of this challenge we’ve tried 
to get some training in, but apart 
from staying awake, drinking lots 
of coffee and testing our wildlife 
identification skills, we will be very 
reliant on the weather. It will be 
as much about chance as it will 
anything else!”

To find out more about the challenge 
or to donate, go to www.justgiving.
com/BigBirdRace

RSPB: HUNDREDS OF 
THREATENED BIRDS’ 
NESTS DROWNED IN 

FLOOD CATASTROPHE

The ongoing floods are having a 
catastrophic impact on some of Britain’s 
already-threatened wildlife, says the 
RSPB.
Several of the Society’s 211 nature 
reserves have suffered severe flooding, 
including the internationally-important 
Ouse Washes in East Anglia. The 
reserve, which is home to the largest 
concentration of nesting wading birds 
in lowland England, is now two metres 
under water. The rising flood waters 
have drowned the nests and breeding 
attempts of an estimated 600 wading 
birds, including 37 per cent of the 
lowland snipe population of England 
and Wales. Other waders affected 
include large numbers of redshank, 
lapwing and, most importantly of all, 
internationally-important black-tailed 
godwits.
Jon Reeves is the RSPB’s Ouse Washes 
site manager. He said: “Following 
centuries of land drainage across the 
UK, The Ouse Washes is now the most 
important stronghold for these birds, 
after they have been largely forced out 
of other sites. Literally, we have all 
our eggs in one basket and we’ve lost 
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PAUL STUKINS
Oil Fired Appliance Engineer

Est. 1995

Services, breakdowns and commissioning of 
domestic oil-boilers.

OFTEC Registered and Insured

Gamlingay: (01767) 650950

Mobile: 07787 148006

WOODHOUSE PROPERTY 
SERVICES

of Gamlingay

A friendly, reliable, family business, for 
all your home improvements. We provide 
full building services from gutter clearing 
to design and installation of new kitchens 

and bathrooms
No job too small

Free quotation available
Tel: 01767 651 214

PHYSIOTHERAPY 
ACUPUNCTURE & PILATES 

 

Lucy Haith MCSP, SRP, MMACP 
Specialist in back, neck and joint problems. 

 
Tel 07957 288 759 

www.bodyconditioning.net 

KEVIN COLE - Home Improvements

Mobile: 07813 006 606
Office:  01767 651 175

Property refurbishment
Garage conversions
Kitchens supplied and fitted
Bathroom refurbishment
Tiling
Plastering
Carpentry
Coving and decoration

All work finished to a high standard.  Reliable and conscientious.

30 years experience 

Internal &External
Decorating Services

Personal References available

Competitive estimates
Detailed quotations

Phone 01767 651647

Mobile 07889 966557

Lewis Wooding

them. It’s devastating to watch the nests 
succumb to the rising waters without 
being able to do anything to prevent it.”
The Ouse Washes is used by the 
Environment Agency as part of the flood 
relief system for the River Great Ouse, 
which flows from Northamptonshire, 
through Bedfordshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Cambridgeshire to the sea, near 
Kings Lynn, in Norfolk. In summer, the 
Ouse Washes nature reserve is grazed 
by cattle to create the ideal conditions 
for ground-nesting birds. The RSPB 
manages the site to keep the water 
levels at an optimum height for wading 
birds to create damp grassland and wet 
features without flooding. However, 
the Environment Agency has to open 
sluices to allow water onto the washes 
to prevent flooding elsewhere in the 
150 mile catchment of The Great 
River Ouse. Jon Reeves added: “The 
Environment Agency is working hard to 
identify replacement land for the birds 
to nest to take the pressure off the Ouse 
Washes. Until this replacement land is 
in place, the birds will continue to face 
an uncertain future.”
Other reserves to have suffered flooding 
include Minsmere, on the Suffolk coast, 
where avocet and black-headed gull 
nests have been washed away. Fairburn 
Ings, near Leeds, and Pulborough 
Brooks, in West Sussex, have also been 
affected. Waterbird nests, including 
waders, such as lapwing, have been 
destroyed at these two sites. 
However, the nest belonging to a pair 

of coots at Fairburn Ings enjoyed a 
miraculous escape, when the nest with 
eggs was washed away. The nest, like a 
miniature raft, floated to a new location 
about 30 metres away, where the eggs 
were able to hatch.
Some RSPB nature reserves are 
reporting better news as the heavy 
rainfall is helping providing much-
needed water to those sites striving to 
combat the ongoing drought.

News from RSPB The Lodge nature 
reserve 
by Mark Brandon

You may have been watching this 
seasons Springwatch and feeling 
inspired to get out into the countryside 
yourself or with your family. I know 
Chris Packham and the team would 
agree that watching wildlife on TV 
can be brilliant, especially with the 
amazing views of species that normally 
we would be lucky to get a glimpse of, 
but coming across your very own sights 
and experiences of real nature is even 
better. We often have excited visitors 
coming back to tell us that they have 
seen a woodpecker on the feeders at 
the hide, a spotted flycatcher catching 
insects in mid-air, a treecreeper 
working it’s way mouse like up an old 
oak tree, a grass snake slivering across 
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The Jannah
CONTEMPORARY INDIAN CUISINE

2nd Anniversary Celebrations
25th to 26th July 2012

35% discount 
(eating in only, excluding 
drinks and King prawn dishes)

Book early, to avoid 
disappointment

Those dining over our anniversary dates will receive a further 
10% loyalty discount for any bookings for the 
following year.

We look forward to welcoming you soon.
.

OPENING HOURS:
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Lunch: 12.00pm  - 2.30pm 
Evenings: 6.00pm - 11.00pm

01767 652 117   1 Church Street, Gamlingay

All Major Brands

Budgets and 
part worn’s

Puncture repair available

Servicing
Batteries
Exhaust

Shock Absorbers

All Carried out here

All Work Guaranteed

Phone For cheapest Quote
01767 310309 - 07801 082261

Unit 6, Green End Industrial Estate, SG19 3LB

NEW
Gamlingay Tyre Centre
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Financial management for small businesses
Management accounts, budgets & business plans, 

cashflow forecasts, year end accounts, book-keeping  
all to help you spend more time running the business!

Further details at www.parlow - associates.co.uk
Contact  Ian Parker tel:652924 or 

 e-mail ian@parlow - associates.co.uk

Elite Fleet
More than just a taxi

Professional and luxury car service.  
Capacity to carry 1-6 passengers 

with luggage.  
01767 650517 or 07814 576026

JEZ ASHCROFT
Decorating, Interior and 

Exterior
Coving and Plastering.

Please call for a free estimate
Tel: 01480 812461

Mobile: 07708 031493

“ TAXI! ”

Private Hire
of Gamlingay

Tel: 01767 650 996
Mob: 07988 333 903

Airports
- at any time 

Local journeys
- weekends at
  any time
- weekdays
  after 6pm

NINE-NINE-SIX

MacLinnett 
Services 

APPLE REPAIR SERVICE

Quick and economical repairs to 
all Apple Mac desktops and 

laptops by local Apple 
certified technician

Repairs and new screens to all 
iPhones and all models of iPads

Back to workshop or call 
out to office or home

All local areas covered

Certi�ed
Macintosh
Technician

e-mail: enquiries@maclinnett.co.uk
Telephone: + 44 (0)1223 969384

SOUP LUNCHES

The Soup Lunches in St. Mary’s Church Hall 
continue to be held on the

4th Wednesday of each month starting at 12:30pm.

In July the proceeds will be donated to ...
CHRISTIAN AID

Come and support this worthy cause and, for 
£5, enjoy home-made soup, bread and puddings 

followed by tea or coffee.

St. Mary’s ‘Good Neighbour Scheme’

Are you permanently or temporarily housebound or 
incapacitated?

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!

Our friendly volunteers have all been CRB checked 
Scheme Co-ordinators :

Chris Martin Tel: 01767 652832   
Brenda Elcome Tel: 01767 650489

We would be happy to hear from you!

‘On your Marks’
Holiday Club

August 2012

Fun, Games, Stories, Getting Messy
Ages 5 to 11 years
Parents welcome

Contact Rev. James Gilbert for details
01767 651519

(Places Limited)



GAMLINGAY YOUTH 
NIGHT IS THURSDAY 

NIGHT!
Now running at

Community Centre
GAMLINGAY 

 

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CAFÉ
5.30pm to 7.15pm
School years 5 to 8

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CLUB
7.30pm to 9.15pm

School years 8 to 11

Run by Lucy Rands

ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL
The Emplins, Gamlingay

Now available on Saturday mornings
Ideal for dancing classes, children’s 

clubs etc.

£10 per hour
Please contact: Kate Golding

Tel:  01767 - 651215
E-mail: kategolding@tiscali.co.uk

Hatley village hall 
is available for general hiring every day 

8.30am to 12 midnight  

Full details can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or ring 
Michael Marshall on 01767 650971 or 
email  mick_marshall@hotmail.co.uk
 

Basic hire charges per hour are  £7.50 
residents/£10.00 others and it can cater 

for 85 
seated 
or 120 
standing.

continued from page 9
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the path or even a stoat in pursuit of 
a rabbit, not to mention any birds of 
prey seen soaring in the skies above. 
It’s great to know that you can go away 
with a memory that has made your day 
and may even be with you for many 
years to come.
  July is a quieter month for the birds on 
the reserve as most of the youngsters 
have now fledged and birdsong fades 
for another year. You can still hear the 
birds however, as the family parties 
make their contact calls to keep 
together as they forage through the 
trees. Although the bird life may be 
quieter at this time of year, The Lodge 
hosts an array of amazing dragonflies 
and butterflies, which can be seen 
dashing and fluttering around, adding 
colour and excitement to a summers 
walk.
The Lodge reserve is open every day 
of the week, from dawn to dusk, and 
there are plenty of organised events: 
just ring to book. Entry is included in 
the car-parking fee - £4 per car for non-
members, free if you are members or 
just visiting the shop. The shop (01767 
680541) is open every day and has 
everything for people who love nature. 

Date with nature Dusk watch. 
Fri 6 July     Start/end times advised on 
booking
Tues 17 July   Start/end times advised 
on booking 
Further dates coming up through 
August/September
An exciting evening event, 
experiencing the sights and sounds of 
the reserve as darkness creeps over and 
secretive nocturnal creatures begin to 
emerge!
BOOKING ESSENTIAL
Cost; RSPB members £4, non members 
£6- including car park and entry.
Check for latest news and dates on 
www.rspb.org.uk/thelodge

All Nature, ‘Bioblitz’ Day.
Sat 21 July
An all day celebration of the fantastic 
array of wildlife seen at The Lodge, 
for all of the family. Join us and local 
experts as we find out what flutters, 
buzzes, creeps, crawls and flies on the 
reserve. Come along any time between 
10am and 5pm for activities and self-
guided walks. Guided walks, including 
birds and moths, to be announced 
shortly.
Cost; Self- led free with trail sheets 

supplied.(Donations gratefully 
accepted)
Guided; RSPB members £3, non-
members £4, children £3,RSPB 
Wildlife Explorers £2.
Parking charges apply to non RSPB 
members. £4 per vehicle.

Minibeast safari
25 July           2pm  - 4pm
27 July           2pm – 4pm
Kids love finding creepy crawlies. 
They will have a great time discovering 
some of the fascinating minibeasts that 
live on the reserve.
Booking essential, limited numbers.
Children must be accompanied by an 
adult
Cost; Adults free, children £4, RSPB 
Wildlife Explorers £3.
Parking charges apply to non RSPB 
members. £4 per vehicle.

Date with Nature   Dragonfly watch  
Sat 28, Sun 30 July         11am-4pm
Meet our friendly staff and volunteers 
who will be on hand to show 
dragonflies, flitting and skimming 
around the ponds and the old 
swimming pool at the Lodge.
Binoculars available for even closer 
views.
Make your own little dragonfly to take 
home.
Free event. Booking not required. 
Donations for dragonfly making 
welcome.
Car parking charges apply to Non-
RSPB members.

Children’s Nature Discovery
Mon 30 July          2pm – 4pm       
Enjoy a walk discovering bugs, birds, 
butterflies and dragonflies and try some 
bark rubbing along the way.
Children must be accompanied by an 
adult.
Booking essential. Limited numbers
Cost; Adults free, children £4,RSPB 
Wildlife Explorers £3
Parking charges apply to non RSPB 
members. £4 per vehicle
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Healthy fresh seasonal 
produce sourced locally.

Boxes/Hampers prepared to your 
specification : delivered.

Eg: fruit and veg/honey - £3.50 : 
preserves - £2.90

chutneys - £3.00 : blackberries - £2.50
sauces/cookies/cakes/bread/milk/eggs

newspapers/magazines/
cut flowers - £2.00+

plants/bird and animal feed/bedding/
charcoal/gift hampers etc.

Fruitvegboxcambs@aol.com
Tel: 07880 644 321

DAVE NUGENT & JOHN WELLS

For All Your Building Requirements
Over 30 Years Experience

Extensions, Patios, Block Paving,
and Conservatory Bases

Tel: 01767 650876
Mobile: 07771 878622 Dave
Mobile: 07980 872647 John

Charity Gardening Service 
Available to do any gardening jobs over the summer for a 
donation towards a charity expedition to the Indian 
Himalayas in July 2013.

Please contact Angus Higgins on:

Mobile: 07521 396 526
Phone: 01767 652 845
Email: angus.j.higgins@gmail.com

Pat’s homework has come up with:

From left - Sue Nugent and Linda Wells (lives in Fairfield I think), fifth from left 
Sue Weatherley and third from right Judith Thatcher (with patterned dress) - used to 
live in St Mary’s, now in Biggleswade.

Dear Editor,
 
With reference to the Mothers and Toddlers Club fete photograph and the caption 
Can you name these Mums?  Yes I can name a few, as I am Pam Hartley whose 
home and garden it was held at, in fact I still live 
there.  It was August 1978 and  I have very happy 
memories of times spent with friends and our 
children at Gamlingay Mothers and Toddlers Club.
 
The mums are left to right - ?, Linda Wells, ?, 
Marion Tait, Sue Weatherley, ?, Pam Hartley, Ruth 
Bifield, Jane Norman, Judith Thatcher, Margaret 
Titmus, ?. 
Kind regards, Pam Hartley



Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on 
District Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley, and Bridget 
Smith

Keeping us abreast on 
County Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley
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Another productive meeting, and it was 
great to see a popular member re-join us 
after a break. 
1. Introductions
We had some quick introductions, as not 
all members of the group had previously 
met.
2. Review of Targets
Lots of interesting targets this month.  
It’s very encouraging that so many of 
us want to stretch ourselves beyond the 
monthly topics.  I think we’re all finding 
that the targets are spurring us on to 
bigger and better things.
3. Competition News
One member sent her ‘Funeral parlour’ 
story to a writers’ forum competition, 
where it was bizarrely judged to be 
‘almost perfect’ but still didn’t achieve 
a podium finish.  She would also like to 
submit her novel to a competition which 
closes in September.

The Chair had red-flagged two 
competitions for novels, but on closer 
inspection, discovered that they were 
only for unpublished novels, and the 
description of this included Kindle 
publication.
4. Other News
Meeting format – this has been judged 
to be working acceptably, and will be 
reviewed if necessary in the future – for 
example, if numbers continue to swell.

Speaker – the Chair will try to source a 
speaker, but this is never easy.

Blog – the Chair thought that it might 

be fun for us to record our thoughts and 
writing activities.  A ‘blog’ thread has 
therefore been set up on the website.  
Please feel free to record your thoughts 
and activities – a great way of staying in 
touch between meetings.
5. Discussion of Work
Lots of stories this month – all very 
different.  In particular, one member’s 
yoga saga is coming on extremely well.  
It can only be a matter of time before it 
is catapulted into print.  The standard 
of everyone’s work is noticeably 
improving at every meeting, so we’re 
obviously learning from the constructive 
comments.
6. Aims for the coming month
The topic for 5th June was Story from a 
Newspaper.  Write a story on an article 
you’ve found – try using one tucked 
away from the front page.  Or have a go 
at journalism!

However, if anyone is working on 
something not connected with the theme, 
as ever, they were welcome to submit that 
instead.  There are one or two novelists 
who might want to send us a chapter of 
their current project.  Poems are fine too, 
or scripts, or any other literary form.
7. Any Other Business?
Summer workshop – we are hoping to 
organise a workshop so that we can all 
meet up and get on with some writing in 
‘real time’.  The last workshop was very 
helpful and productive, and really kick-
started the writing of those who came 
along.  Details to follow.

Gamlingay & District Writers’ Group
by Tracey Goodwin

 01767 654 830 www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk

Your Councillors are always ready 
to help. If you have any questions 
about these - or indeed any other 
- matters, please do not hesitate to 
contact County Councillor Sebastian 
Kindersley on 01767 651982 or 
skindersley@hotmail.com or write 
to the Manor Barn, East Hatley, 
SG19 3JA. District Councillor 
Bridget Smith is on 01767 650510 or 
bridget@glockling.com 

Planning for Housing 

Regular readers will know that 
South Cambs is going to start a 
public consultation exercise shortly 
about how the District progresses 
plans for housing and development 
in the area up to 2031. This will 
include asking for your views on 
the sites for development that 
have been put forward for housing 
development and which have also 
survived the initial sifting exercise 
undertaken by officers. Most villages 
that are not infill-only villages (the 
smallest ones such as Hatley, 
Wimpole, Lt Gransden) have at least 
one landowner putting forward sites 
and in some cases many such as 
Gamlingay, Orwell and Haslingfield. 

Please respond to the consultation! 
Very recent appeal decisions 
seem to be taking more account 
of the views of local residents and 
so it is vital that those views are 
expressed – even this early in the 
Local Plan process. There will also 
be some difficult strategic decisions 
to be made – what to do with the 
Cambridge Green Belt, where 
should most housing be put, should 

continued on page 15

HATLEY ST GEORGE CHURCH 
A traditional country fête  

Saturday, 14th July, 2.00-5.00pm 
Opening by the Revd. Steven Rothwell 

 

 
 

Plants, local produce, homemade cakes, books,  
        bric á brac, activities and much more 
 
            HOMEMADE CREAM TEAS 
 
 
 
 

                                                   SPECIAL GUEST 
                                       Poet and songwriter  
                                Revd. Dr.Malcolm Guite 
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WELCOME 
MEMBERSHIP NOW AVAILABLE FOR LADIES, MEN AND JUNIORS

We now have opportunities for new members where you can enjoy two magnificent championship 
courses in a parkland setting.  

We are a friendly family orientated and sociable club, suitable for all levels of golfers; Offering:

• 2 Courses – The John O’Gaunt and Carthagena Championship Courses
• Impressive Practice and Coaching facilities
• Friendly Atmosphere with Great Dining and Bar Facilities
• Excellent Value for Money and Easy Payment Terms for Fees, and so much more

For enquiries about membership or to book a club tour please call 01767 260360 option 2 
or General Manager option 9.   Please mention this advert when replying.

John O’Gaunt Golf Club – Sutton Park – Sandy – Bedfordshire SG19 2LY
  e.mail: admin@johnogauntgolfclub.co.uk www.johnogauntgolfclub.co.uk

JOHN O’GAUNT GOLF CLUB

we consider a new settlement to 
follow Northstowe or should we 
expand current settlements like 
Cambourne or should we add 
housing to every village? 

Bear in mind some landowners are 
not prepared to wait for the Local 
Plan so we can expect a planning 
application soon for a “Sporting 
Quarter” located in Haslingfield 
parish but forming an extension 
of Cambridge to the M11; as an 
example. Some landowners eg 
Cemex at Barrington Quarry have 
put forward their sites more in hope 
than expectation. Watch this space!

South Cambridgeshire District 
Council Cabinet

After any election there is always 
a change in the District Council 
but this year’s has been rather 
more alarming than usual.  We 
had hoped - given the need to 
save money – that the number of 
Councillors in the Cabinet (who are 
paid extra allowances) would reduce 
in number. Disappointment as this 
has not been the case and the 
number has actually gone up from 
7 to 8. Of equal concern has been 

the change in chairmanship of the 
Scrutiny and Overview Committee.  
This Committee is non political and 
is supposed to keeps a close eye on 
all decision making to ensure that 
everything is being done correctly 
and transparently.  Best practice is 
for this Committee to be chaired by 
the opposition.  That was the case 
until recently and this year both 
positions have been kept by the 
controlling group.  Quite why they 
should go against what is accepted 
best practice we do not know but it 
will undoubtedly not enhance the 
council’s reputation. Neither will 
appointing all Committee Chairmen 
on their political affiliation rather 
than their ability to do the best job 
for South Cambs citizens. 

Biggleswade Hospital

Considerable concern locally over 
the future of Biggleswade Hospital.  
This small Rehabilitative Unit 
has provided beds for Gamlingay 
residents for many years and is 
a greatly valued asset.  People 
have a lot of confidence in the 
treatment that is offered and also 
find Biggleswade easily accessible, 
especially given the poor public 
transport links generally.  We 

have written to the South Essex 
Partnership Trust and to the Rt Hon 
Andrew Lansley MP to ask what is 
planned for this facility and also to 
ask for reassurance that a full and 
proper consultation will be gone 
through before any final decisions 
are made.  There will be a petition in 
the Chemists for anyone wanting to 
offer their support but you may also 
like to write to Mr Lansley yourself to 
make the point (he is after all your 
MP as well as Health Secretary).

Gamlingay Fire Station

It is frustrating to read of plans 
by the Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Fire Authority to close 
retained fire stations across the 
county – one of which has been 
identified in Gamlingay. Needless 
to say this has been on the stocks 
for some years now. The current 
situation is that the Fire Authority 
has to make savings. It has planned 
for this. However, because of some 
‘moveable’ targets such as inflation 
and pay settlements it cannot 
predict with certainly that it has 
reached all the savings targets that 
it has to. Hence, it has a secondary 
list of potential savings targets that 
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it can draw on IF IT NEEDS TO; and 
it is on that list, at the end of that list 
in fact, that closure of the Gamlingay 
Fire Station sits. The Authority will 
know better in December which is 
when it will be discussed again. 

We accept that this worrying – not 
least for the brilliant chaps who 
man the station. However, we are in 
contact with the Chief Fire Officer on 
a regular basis and he is under no 
illusion whatsoever about the public 
outcry should the worst happen. 
  
Policing 

There has been a reorganisation 
of Police cover that will mean that 
we see more officers on the street 
throughout the area. The Gamlingay 
and Harston Police Officer is Alex 
Rendall.  Working with him are 
2 PCSOs, Carly Freed and Paul 
Lancaster, both of whom have been 
in post for some years and who 
are always extremely helpful.  The 
new system involves the creation 
of 3 deputies who are our Reactive 
Police Team.  The change means 
that when these 3 officers are not 
dealing with an incident they will 
be out and about...  Shifts patterns 
have been changed so there should 
always be someone about who 
knows the patch. 

Gamlingay Youth Club

Very disappointingly but possibly not 
very surprisingly Cambridgeshire 
County Council has now withdrawn 
from running the Gamlingay Youth 
Club.  This is largely due to lack 
of money and their difficulties in 
recruiting staff.  Gamlingay Parish 
Council has been subsidising  this 
club for some time as we are well 
aware that anti-social behaviour 
has dropped since the club got 
going.  Forward Gamlingay are 
willing to take over the reins and 
are now looking to the community to 
come forward as either volunteers 
or, if you are qualified (or willing to 
become qualified) as paid youth 
workers.  Please contact Bridget or 
Lucy Rands. 

Lupin Field

Because of deadlines there is 

nothing yet to report about the 
Lupin Field planning application 
as I type but there may be when 
you read this! For up to date info 
please feel free to get in touch. We 
met with the Planning and Housing 
Officers to discuss the application 
recently alongside Parish Council 
reps and it is certainly safe to say 
that they – at least – know exactly 
how the community feels about the 
application ...

Cambridgeshire Music Hub

We thought – given how many 
people in Gamlingay are involved 
with music one way or another 
– that it was good news that 
Cambridgeshire’s bid to establish 
a music hub as part of the 
government’s national strategy 
for music has been successful. 
Over the next three months the  
Cambridgeshire Music Partnership 
will develop programmes and grant 
funding opportunities as well as 
developing strategies to support 
singing, music-making, training, 
resources and access. The hub is 
being developed with a wide range 
of partners, including individual 
musicians, local ensembles and 
national organisations. This will 
enable teachers and musicians to 
draw on a wide range of expertise 
and ideas to design, facilitate and 
support musical opportunities for 
young people, both in and out of 
school.For more information contact 
Matthew Gunn on 01480 373555.

Cambridgeshire Guided Busway 
contractual dispute

Well, well, well…We have written 
before about the cash sums 
involved in the Guided Busway 
fiasco so it was somewhat amazing 
to read “The Council is owed a 
considerable amount of money by 
BAM Nuttall and has a duty to take 
all necessary steps to recover that 
money. The Council has obtained 
extensive advice on the Busway 
contract and remains confident of its 
position. The Council has applied to 
the court to recover its legal costs in 
addition to the other money owed. 
BAM Nutall submitted their defence 
and counter claim 27 April which our 
legal team is reviewing in detail. We 
will then be preparing and providing 

our formal response, which will be 
submitted to the court in October”. 
We assume this is October 2012 
but as you know Nothing is Certain 
when it comes to the Busway.  You 
and I are paying for this, just to 
remind you….

Drinking & Driving

The Police know there are 
people out there who still feel it 
is acceptable to drive under the 
influence and there are also people 
who know who these offenders 
are. They may not feel comfortable 
reporting drink and drug drivers so 
a new confidential line is available 
to allow people to do this without 
having to leave their details using 
0800 032 0845 which is available 
24/7.

Housing Repairs

Are you in South Cambs housing? 
Are you experiencing delays or 
worse in repairs to the property? We 
are getting disturbing reports from 
tenants that our new contract with 
Mears is not performing as well as 
you might wish. Please get in touch 
if you are having problems.

Gamlingay Bus Services

Probably covered elsewhere in 
the Gazette but it bears repeating:  
Since April 2009, Stagecoach has 
been able to provide a departure 
from Gamlingay at 09:17 via 
Waresley, Great Gransden, Little 
Gransden and Longstowe to 
Cambourne or Cambridge despite 
not being paid by Cambridgeshire 
County Council to do so. However, 
in view of the changes to this and 
other services they will no longer be 
able to provide this section of the 
journey from 10 June 2012. 

Bus service 28, operated by 
Whippet Coaches, provides an 
alternative journey between 
Gamlingay and Cambourne 
departing Gamlingay at 09:00. This 
arrives in Cambourne at 09:32 
where frequent buses can then be 
taken between Cambourne and 
Cambridge. Alternatively there is 

continued on page 17
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Ian Williamson
Local Painter and Decorator

Home: 29 Mill Street
01767 651 023 Gamlingay
Mobile: Sandy
07968 658437 SG19 3JW

Domestic - Commercial - Industrial - Farming

Need an

ELECTRICIAN?
From that extra socket

to complete rewires 
and Security Lights

P E Moss 
(Est 1972)

St.Neots  01480 473892
Mobile    07802 720173 

Registered Competent 
Person 
(Building Control 
Legislation 2005)

Chauffeur Driven Classic Rolls Royce 
Silver Shadow Wedding Hire

Discounted rate £125 midweek for 
Gamlingay residents. 25mile radius at 
standard rates; further by request. 
Rolls Royce Club Member. 
Tel:651837 Mobile: 07791 680088 
for bookings or to view the vehicles.  

Email:info@classiccarweddings.co.uk 
web: classiccarweddings.co.uk

a 28 journey between Gamlingay 
and St Neots, departing Gamlingay 
at 09:40. Onward journeys can 
be made to Cambridge using 
Stagecoach X5, departing Market 
Square at 10:22.

There is no change to the 
18A journey at 07:10 between 
Gamlingay and Cambridge which 
provides access to work and further 
education, or the return journey 
departing Cambridge at 17:15. 
There is also no change to the 14:45 
journey between Cambridge and 
Gamlingay.

Road Repairs, Potholes, etc

Thanks to residents who keep the 
flow of new potholes coming!  We 
wrote about how potholes are 
prioritized last month; and residents 
have rightly pointed out that road 
repairs often last only a short time, 
and have needed to be done all over 
again… and again, and again.  It is 
money going literally down the drain. 

Road maintenance has been 
chronically underfunded, and the 
County Council reckons that in 
order to bring the county road and 
pavement network up to a good 
standard, it would need to borrow 
about £500 million – something it 

can’t afford to do (having blown all 
your cash on the Guided Busway, 
Ely Southern Bypass and buying a 
‘place at the table’ at Northstowe 
for £25million amongst other Vanity 
Projects (failed)).  Over the next five 
years it will be borrowing £90 million 
for highways maintenance, and the 
hope is that gradually the network 
can be brought under better control 
than it is now.  

Funds spent on highways 
maintenance are divided into 
planned and reactive works. The 
planned works list for South Cambs 
is slim relative to other districts.  
(Fenland has a longer list of planned 
works, due to extensive drought 
damage to roads built on Fen soil. 
Cambridge city centre roads tend 
to be higher up the priority list due 
to intensive use). Reactive works 
are necessary because pot holes 
are obviously dangerous, and if the 
county doesn’t make roads safe, it 
ends up paying more on insurance 
claims. 

Casework

Your Councillors are here to help 
you. Please do feel free to contact 
us with comments, questions, 
problems or complaints. We hope 
we can help but if we can’t we are 
likely to know someone who can!

Evening of Clairvoyance
With Phil Griggs

at

WI Hall, Gamlingay
Saturday 14th July 2012

7.30pm – 9.00pm
Doors open at 7pm

Tickets £5 
Available from The Crafty Cupcake and Londis 

Individual readings will be offered from 9pm (additional charge applies). For 
enquiries or to book a reading email  sunshinepreshool@btinternet.com

Licensed Bar 

This event is organised by Sunshine Pre-school 
www.sunshine-gamlingay.ik.org Charity ID 1031944
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The 20th Gamlingay 
Show on Saturday 15th 

September 2012

	Competition Entries
Inside this Gazette, you should find 
your copy of the Show schedule, 
with the list of competition classes 
and Show rules, together with 
four entry forms. Completed entry 
forms may also be handed in at the 
Londis Stores, the First School and 
the Village College. Hand in your 
entry forms by 4pm on Friday 14th 
September at a cost of only 30p per 
entry. Entry forms handed in on 
Show day will cost 50p per entry.
Further reminders of the 
children’s classes will be 
circulated via the schools and 
pre-schools at the beginning of 
the Autumn term. We’d like to 
thank the First School, the Village 
College and Londis Stores for all 
their help in this matter. They will 
also have spare copies of these 
forms should you require more. 

	Group Art Competition
Don’t forget about the group art 
competition on the theme of ‘THE 
OLYMPICS’. The artwork may 
be in any format and of any size 
(within reason!) and all members 
of your group must be aged 16 or 
under. Entries should be brought to 
the Village College on the morning 
of the Show before 10am. No entries 
can be accepted after that time.
Please register your entry prior to 
the Show by phoning 07519921126 
or by emailing us at gamlingay_
show@yahoo.co.uk  There will be 
a prize for the winning entry.

	Raffle tickets
Our Show raffle tickets, sponsored 
this year by Lovett Residential Sales 
and Lettings, from St Neots, will be 
available for pre-Show sales at the 
Ecohub, The Cutting Mill, The Cock 
and Woodview Farm Shop and we 
are very grateful for their help and 
support. Tickets cost £1 each with a 
first prize of £100.

	Beneficiaries
Every year, the committee uses the 
profit from the Gamlingay Show to 
make donations to local charities 
and organisations. If you want to be 
in with a chance of receiving monies 
this year, please read the following 
rules carefully to ensure you are 
eligible ...

1) You must be either a registered 
charity, a non-profit making 
organisation or educational 
establishment, or a club with its 
main base within Gamlingay or 
the locality.

2) Your group must get involved 
in this year’s Show – by having 
a stall, performing in the main 
arena, having an advert in the 
programme, and/or assisting with 
the setting up before the Show or 
clearing away after the Show.

3) You need to apply in writing 
by 8th September 2012 by post 
or email to Amanda Hardy (14 
Church End, Gamlingay, SG19 
3EP or andrewandamanda@
hotmail.com) giving details of 
your organisation, what you need 
the monies for, to whom any 
cheque should be made payable, 
and where it can be sent to.

	Your help is needed!
The committee is very grateful to 
all those people who have offered 
help on the day but we still need 
more!  So please don’t feel shy – 
just half-an-hour of your time on 
Friday 14th September or Saturday 
15th September will make such a 
difference.
Please contact the Show committee 
at gamlingay_show@yahoo.
co.uk or on 07519921126 if you can 
offer help.

Many thanks from The Gamlingay 
Show Committee

BIGGLESWADE HOSPITAL UNDER 
THREAT

Are readers of the Gamlingay Gazette 
aware that Biggleswade Hospital is 
under threat of closure?

Biggleswade Hospital is a 29-bedded 
rehabilitation unit, which is used as a 
step up/step down facility for people of 
the area. It takes patients from the acute 
sector to prepare them to go home, and 
it takes admissions from the community 
to prevent an acute admission.

Many people from this area have 
benefited very positively from the care 
and treatment offered at Biggleswade 
Hospital. My mother-in-law recently 
suffered a series of strokes. She was 
treated and cared for at Bedford 
Hospital, and then transferred to 
Biggleswade Hospital for rehabilitation, 
until she was ready to return to her own 
home. 

From the moment she arrived in the 
friendly, calm and peaceful atmosphere 
of Biggleswade Hospital, my mother-
in-law’s recovery sped up, not least 
because the environment she found 
herself in was so caring, so attentive, 
so helpful and so very considerate. 
From the family’s point of view, it was 
a relief to be able to visit her at a small 
unit within the local area.

 At this stage, there was no question 
that my mother-in-law was well enough 
to return home; she was simply not 
able-bodied enough, and an early 
return home would, most probably, 
have resulted in illness or injury which 
would have necessitated a readmission 
to general hospital, and a delay in 
recovery. As it was, her eventual 
return home was managed safely and 
smoothly by Biggleswade Hospital. The 
services and equipment she required to 
stay at home were organised by them 
efficiently and with minimal fuss. She 
continues to make a good recovery at 
home and wishes to tell everyone of 
her gratitude for the medical treatment 
and palliative and remedial care she 
received at Biggleswade Hospital.

The Hospital is blessed with a long-

letters
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“Be floored by Chris” 
For all your flooring needs 

All types of carpets and hard 
flooring supplied and fitted 

Very competitive prices 
35 years experience 

01767 652832 

New Yoga Class 
in Gamlingay
Tuesdays 7.30 – 9.00 pm 

£7 per session        

Starting 6th March 2012 

Gentle and friendly classes taught and 
situated in the brand new Kingspan  hall 

with underfloor heating  

For all levels of experience –  
beginners especially welcome. 

For more information please contact  
Val Espley (BSYA) on 01767 650852
 or email val.espley@btinternet.com

PRIVATE PIANO TUITION 
IN GAMLINGAY

KATHRYN CROSBY
Young beginners especially 
welcome
Please call for further details

Tel: 01767 651787

serving and dedicated staff; a team of 
professional people who work with 
commitment, with enthusiasm, and 
with unwavering professionalism.  
Those of us who have benefited either 
directly, as a patient, or indirectly, as 
a relative, from the wonderful service 
offered at this local unit feel horrified 
that such an effective, efficient, useful 
and economically cost-effective 
rehabilitation hospital is under threat of 
closure.

We all hope for excellent health, both 
for ourselves and our family, and often 
take our health for granted. Sickness can 
strike any of us at any time however, 
and should this happen, we may find 
ourselves in need of the professional 
help and care offered at our local 
hospital. 

If you feel strongly that we should not 
lose this valuable local service, please 
sign the petition at the Pharmacy or 
the Co-op, and help save Biggleswade 
Hospital from closure.

Julie Newman

letters

Dear Editor,
I would like to thank the Waresley 

cricket club for a really good evening, 
where the scout leaders found 
themselves just standing back as 
the cricket club trainers kept all the 
cubs busy with cricket skills training 
followed by a game of quick cricket.

The evening flew by with all the cubs 
having an enjoyable session. 

Shere Khan, Philip Hough

Business Women of 
Gamlingay! (BOG)

Next meeting at The Hub 16th 
July 8 pm. 

A new group to offer networking 
and support for women in the local 
area who are running businesses.

Fay Boissieux
The Crafty Cupcake

War and Peace at the Hub

Well, that’s how it seems when you look 
at the ‘What’s On’ list at the Eco-Hub. 
I’ve just come from the Battle of the 
Bands and I noted the light militaristic 
overtones. Somehow the title conjures 
images of angry musicians vying for 
musical supremacy with well aimed 
crotchets and quavers. But we all know 
that musicians are peaceful folk and 
of course it was all well behaved and 
organised. We heard from bands such 
as ‘The Hierarchy’, ‘The Varsity’, ‘I 
was once a Dinosaur’ (Really there 
is a band with this name), ‘Elephant 
in the Room’ (A big act we can’t talk 
about?)  ‘Against the Night’, ‘Music 
& Spies’ and ‘Gentlemen’s club’. 
The Battle of the Bands is a well 
established  event in the life of our 
village. This is the fifth consecutive 
year of the Battle – an event which 
inspired the creation of Gamlingay 
Records which in turn has led to a 
venture that engages both musicians 
and helpers - not to mention audiences. 
The old village hall was the original 
venue for this so it is great to see this 
village tradition continuing in the same 
place. By the way – Did you know that 
Gamlingay Records is the Country’s 
only Community Record label? It is 
another example of a great local charity 
working with young people. 

There are the martial arts too. Kick 
boxing and box kicking. (I know I made 
jokes about this last month so I will 
refrain this time.) But let me throw in 
a bout of Bonfitness Pilates and Impact 
Self Defence to round off an exhausting 
programme of activity. I can’t tell you 
about the ‘Martial Arts’ poster that got 
mis-typed and offered ‘Marital Arts.’ 
The queue went beyond the Doctor’s 
surgery before the error was spotted. 

My war theme thus disposed, I turn 
to the Peace and here we have lots of 
examples from Yoga and Art classes 
through dancing in various forms to 
fitness dance called Zumba (No, I’d 
never heard of it either but its really 
gaining ground and suddenly I’m seeing 
the word everywhere). I’ll let you all 
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Contact Esther on 01767 319061

. Garment alterations

. Garment repairs

. Soft furnishings

. Ironing service

or 07779 606777 or email: estamade@aol.com

SOLE PRACTICE 
REFLEXOLOGY CLINIC

(Est. 2002)
Holistic therapy originating back to the 

Egyptian and Chinese dynasties. A treatment applied 
to the feet and hands to improve many conditions and 

bring a sense of deep relaxation and wellbeing. 

Fully insured and registered practitioner with 10 years 
of advanced training and experience.

CARLA ROBINSON MAR, VRT.

01767- 651 634

Country House
 Bed and Breakfast

Beautiful former rectory in substantial 
grounds

Telephone: 01767 650517

Private dining or outside events also 
catered - from small private dinners to 

large celebrations

T
ay

lard House Church Lane Gamlingay 

SG19 3EU 

Gamlingay Day Nursery      
and Kids’ Hub

Flexible day nursery for children 
from 0 to 5 years and out of school 
and holiday club for 4 to 13 year olds.

Contact us on:                      
01767 651462/07712 863096

info@gamlingay-day-nursery.co.uk
   
 www.gamlingay-day-nursery.co.uk

Based at the Gamlingay Eco-Hub

YOUR LOCAL SOLICITORS

Legal Eagle
LASTING POWER of ATTORNEY

Powers of attorney have long been widely 
recognised as useful documents to use if 
you are temporarily unable to manage your affairs – for example if you 
get stranded abroad, or cannot get out when recovering after an illness or 
operation. However, when the law was changed a few years ago, it made 
these previously simple documents a bit more complex. This change was 
done to protect people, but because of the less approachable paperwork, 
and unfortunately associated higher costs in preparing the same, they are 
less often used. This is a shame as they are a very useful tool.
 
On death, you have the assurance that the executors chosen in your will 
have the authority to deal with your estate. However, if you become mentally 
incapable of managing your affairs, your next of kin may not be able to 
simply access your income and assets for you. The Court of Protection is 
there for a good reason – to assist in such an unexpected situation, but 
applications to them can be time-consuming and expensive.

There are two types of Powers of Attorney, and so you can limit what power 
you are giving to an attorney.

(1) Property & Financial Affairs LPA
- appoint someone you trust to manage your property and finances
- it must be registered with the Office of the Public Guardian to be 

effective
- the attorney’s powers can be used as soon as the document is 

registered
(2) Health & Welfare LPA
- allows your attorney to make decisions about where you live, what 

medical treatment you receive etc.
- can only be used once you are mentally incapable – regardless of when 

it is registered
TOP TIPS 
- you can appoint more than one attorney – to act jointly or jointly and 

severally
- you can set restrictions on their powers
- you can amend or revoke the document at any time whilst mentally 

capable 
- when registering the document, the attorney must tell up to 5 friends or 

relatives, so they have the opportunity to raise any concerns
- the attorney has to comply with the principles set out in the Mental 

Capacity Act 2005 such as:
•	 presuming you have capacity unless proven otherwise
•	 giving you all the practicable help to do things for yourself
•	 acting in your best interests at all times
•	 acting  in the least restrictive way to maintain yout basic rights and 

freedoms
We recommend that all important documents such as a Power of Attorney 
need to be reviewed periodically – we would usually advise every 5 yrs

If you would like to make a Power of Attorney, or just want more information, 
please contact our James Blakemore on 01763 255120 or email him at 
james.blakemore@curwens.co.uk
Curwens LLP is your local firm of solicitors.
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Update on the Gamlingay 
Community Turbine.

Villagers may be 
interested in the 
current status and 
plans for the 

Gamlingay 
Community Turbine. At present 
we are negotiating with the turbine 
manufacturer, Enercon in Germany, for 
the supply of the machine. Our expected 
dates for the project are outlined below.

July 2012
Agree the contract for connection to the 
grid.

August 2012
Start building the access track at Castle 
Farm.

November 2012
Tree planting – our first contribution to 
the community

March 2013   
Build the foundation for the turbine.
Prepare the underground connection to 
the existing overhead 11kV National 
Grid

May 2013
Take delivery of the turbine
Install the turbine
Make the connection to the National 
Grid
Commission the turbine
Start generating and reducing the carbon 
footprint of Gamlingay!!

Project Costs and Fundraising.
We estimate the total cost to be around 
£920,000.  We have already raised 
and spent £520,000, we have a further 
£200,000 pledged which we will be 

decided  for yourselves if the Youth 
Club, the Baby and Toddler group and 
the Nursery School sound like either 
War or Peace to you. I have to say that 
the toddler group is so popular and the 
mothers are clearly having a good get 
together that they get the room really 
buzzing. 

Businesswomen of Gamlingay! Unite 
and meet at the Hub! This is new group 
(actually a rebirth of something that 
we had a few years ago). The ever 
indefatigable Bridget Smith is calling 
all Businesswomen to meet and discuss 
matters of mutual interest. More details 
from her at the Hub. Quick readers will 
note the obvious acronym – BOG, in 
which the participants revel.

Dogs too. There are dog training classes 
being offered on Saturday mornings 
(even though we all know its the 
owners that really need the training). 
Talking about training; I must  pop 
along to the Slimmers World meetings 
on Monday  evening – just to  er… see 
what goes on, you understand – not that 
I have anything to learn - really. 

I’m going to  make special mention 
of GEAG and SPEP meetings as 
I am a keen supporter of both and 
they are working to encourage more 
buildings like the Eco-Hub in the 
world.  Gamlingay  Environmental 
Action Group was one of the early 
supporters of the Eco-Hub and it has 
worked tirelessly to keep  people 
informed about the choices that we 
have to make as users of the planet. It’s 
not easy. We have to find a balance of 
actions that make sense whilst trying 
to  preserve our way of life – hard to 
do without impacting somebody but 
we acknowledge that doing nothing 
is not a realistic option. In fact it’s 
almost impossible to mediate between 
opposing points of view –but I would 
urge you to get involved in the debate 
and to contribute your ideas. It is not a 
political group but one which considers 
facts and looks at the best long term 
outcome for us all.  GEAG meets on 
the third Wednesday of each month at 
the Hub. See the web–site for lots more 
information and details at http://www.
geag.org.uk. 

GEAG is linked to SPEP – the 
Sustainable Parish Energy Partnership 

which holds briefing sessions at the Hub 
from time to time and in other similar 
venues in South Cambs. There will be 
opportunities to talk to Siobhan Mellon 
about ways to install green technology 
in your own homes and businesses 
under the ‘Green Deal’ scheme. Siobhan 
has a great deal of expertise in this area, 
so do visit  http://www.spep.net

I don’t know if you have been following 
the correspondence and reports in the 
Biggleswade Chronicle with regard to 
Potton’s need for a village hall. The gist 
of it is – they make a case for having 
a great village hall by pointing to ours 
with some sense of envy. We of course 
would tell them to go for it. It’s the 
only way to keep life in the village and 
not have it wander off to other villages 
where there is more going on. Potton 
is a great village with a rich cultural 
life – it would be a shame if they did 
not get the amenities they deserve. I 
have mentioned to people from Potton 
that come to look round, that the secret 
to having a successful building is to 
go green in a big way –(to keep the 
costs down) and then to make sure 
it is used by many people. We were 
right to incorporate  the Parish Council 
offices and the Library as it provides the 
basis for full time attendance and thus 
keeping the doors open. And you have 
all commented positively about this 
aspect of the place.

I know you are all on tenterhooks 
to know who won the Battle of the 
Bands. Well, it was a joint third 
place for ‘Elephant in the Room’ and 
‘Music & Spies’, Second place to ‘The 
Gentlemen’s Club and outright winners 
were  ‘The Varsity’. Congratulations 
to you all. Being a musician myself, I 
know what work goes into putting on a 
performance.

Now – it wouldn’t be me if I didn’t bang 
on about volunteers. We really need 
you. No, No, No – not the chappie next 
door – YOU – the one reading this. You 
might not realise what skills you have 
that we could make use of. Don’t worry 
– we all start as amateurs. (Did you 
know that the word ‘amateur’ means 
one who engages in something for the 
love of it - That’s us!). We do need 
people to help co-ordinate the security 
(I’ve never seen so many keys since that 
scene in Harry Potter where they all get 
confused in a room full of keyholes) 
And we need people to help open and 

close the building and yet more to help 
with the computers and contributing to 
the web–site (www.eco-hub.info) and 
so on. If you are in doubt – please just 
pop in for a chat – or talk to our existing 
Volunteers and they will tell you about 
the friends they are making and their 
pride in being a key part of village life. 
So, in order to grow, we need you. No, 
No, No – not that other lady you are 
thinking about – YOU!  
John Mercer
Chair , Gamlingay Eco-Hub

continued on page 23
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Agendas and Minutes are available on the website www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk

New Allotments – coming soon!

The parish council is delighted to announce that as part of the agreement 
relating to the new development at Station Rd, it has secured 4 acres of land 

to provide new allotments for the parish.

The allotments will be situated on the North side of Long Lane, adjacent to 
the track that leads up to the permissive path to Gamlingay Woods.  

There should be sufficient land to satisfy the current need (there are 40 
people on the waiting list), and more. If you live in the parish and want to add 
your name to the list please contact the parish council on 650310 or email us 

at gamlingaypc@lineone.net

 Current thinking is that allotments should not just be viewed as a patch 
of land to grow vegetables but as an amenity to ideally be utilized by a 

broad spectum of the community.  The current emphasis is on biodiversity, 
sustainability and education in particular for the schools.

The parish council has set up a working group for the new allotments 
and interested members of the parish are encouraged to join us.  Among 

other things, the group will be discussing and agreeing layout, parking 
arrangements, security,  rules and regulations, storage, keeping of livestock, 
bee keeping, water supply and possible bulk purchase  of seeds.  We hope 

to set up a new Allotment Association to be responsible for the running of the 
allotments.

Charges have not yet been decided but these will be in line with other local 
allotments and you will be able to take on just a half plot if you wish.

Other news

St Mary’s Churchyard paths and wall.  The parish council is pleased to 
confirm that G and S Hutchinson of Potton have taken over the contract to 
re lay the paths in the Churchyard and work has already begun. Childerley 

Restoration has been awarded the contract to repair the Churchyard wall – a 
date for commencement of this work has not yet been set.

Bus services – cut to the 9.17 service to Cambridge.  The parish council has 
written to County Council to complain about the cut to this service.

Jubilee Bench – the parish council has ordered a new inscribed oak bench to 
commemorate the Queens Diamond Jubilee.

VIEW FROM THE (PARISH 
COUNCIL) CHAIR

Hello everyone!  It is my privilege to 
take on the role of Chair of the Parish 
Council for the next year, and I hope 
this will be the first of many regular 
columns in the Gazette aimed at giving 
you a brief look at what is keeping the 
Parish Council busy.  We do publish the 
minutes of the meetings in the Gazette 
also, so if you want more detail, you can 
find it there.

Could you be a Parish Councillor?
As I write, we have two vacancies on 
the Parish Council – one looks like it 
may be filled very soon, but we need 
one more to make our total of 15 
councillors.  You don’t have to have 
any special qualifications or talents to 
join – we are a real mix of ages and 
professions, some are parents, most are 
working and all of us have very little 
‘spare’ time.  What we have in common 
is an enthusiasm for living here in 
Gamlingay and a real desire to help 
shape the future of our village, even 
if it is in a small way like improving 
parking, or public footpaths. I joined 
the council because I wanted to improve 
the facilities for my three children 
and get to know more people in the 
village and while I didn’t have time to 
throw myself into everything at first, I 
gradually worked my way up to more 
involvement when I felt ready. 

We are about to enter one of our busiest 
times ever, so really need your help!
If you think you might be interested, 
come along to any of the monthly 
meetings (2nd Tuesday of the month 
at the Eco Hub) and just listen, ask 
questions if you want, and we promise 
we won’t bite!  The clerks are Kirstin 
and Leanne, so contact them on 
gamlingaypc@lineone.net or phone 
650310 if you want to know more.

Planning Issues

There is always so much going on, but 
if I had to sum up, I would say that the 

by clerks Leanne Bacon and 
Kirstin Rayner
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PC Home Help

• Internet and E-mail Solutions

• PC Troubleshooting

• Soft/Hardware installations

• Full aftercare policy

Ring Computer Call Out on 
07930 507 469

www.computercallout.net

Call out charge and first hour 
inclusive £40

Tucked away behind the
Village College is Gamlingay’s 

hidden asset

Gamlingay Multi-Use Games Area
 can now be booked for:
football, hockey, tennis

through the
 Fitness Workshop

For all your fitness needs 
why not drop in or give us a call?

Station Road, Gamlingay
(01767) 651 785

CHILDCARE
Are you looking for childcare, full 

or part time, before and after 
school, in a warm, caring, safe 

home environment for your baby
or child?

An Ofsted Registered 
Childminder, who is 

also a member of NCMA.
Places available.

For further details call:-
Sharon on 07590835963 or

 01767 654131
or email

sharon.davis1964@btinternet.com

calling in as our phased expenditure 
requires.  We still have a final £200,000 
to raise so there is still an investment 
opportunity for any business or resident 
of Gamlingay.

We are offering 6% interest on any 
money invested, your initial loan is 
returned progressively over 10 years.  
For anyone with money invested in a 
building society or high interest bank 
account this investment opportunity 
gives a much greater rate of return AND 
you would be helping our environment 
as well as raising money for the village 
in the process.

For further details contact us via our 
website – www.gamlingay-community-
turbine.co.uk
or
Pop in and talk to Chris at Maypole 
House, 39 Church Street (next to the 
Chemist)
or
Call Chris on 07712 078597 or Pauline 
on 07884 382722

continued from page 21

one subject that will be taking up most 
of our time this year will be planning 
and development. You all know about 
the plans for the Lupin Field –  the 
village has made it’s feelings very 
clear on this and it will be down to 
South Cambs District Council to decide 
whether this scheme is acceptable or 
not.  We hope they do turn it down – 
but even if they do, it is unlikely to be 
the end of the story – I think that the 
developers will keep coming back until 
their plans satisfy all the criteria of the 
Planning Department. However, we will 
have to cross that bridge when we come 
to it.

On a more cheery note, we are greatly 
looking forward to getting our teeth 
into the many projects about to 
happen as a result of the Station Road 
Development.  It is worth reminding 
everyone that this field (just down 
from KMG) belongs to Merton College 
and has been up for sale for as long 
as I can remember (I have been here 
14 years).  It was, originally, going to 
be sold as an industrial site – factory 
buildings, more lorries, noise, smell etc, 
and there was nothing the village could 
do about it.  A relief then, that Merton 
decided it would be more financially 
advantageous to re-market it as a mixed 
development of houses and offices – 
and was willing to enter into what is 
probably the most generous package 
of benefits to the village ever seen in 
South Cambridgeshire, not to mention 
the fact that some Gamlingay land will 
actually be given back to the village 
after hundreds of years in Merton 
hands!  While I am sure many of you 
would prefer it to remain as a haven for 
poppies (remember the fantastic display 
last year?) the development does offer 
so many benefits to the village that it is 
a sacrifice worth making in this case.

Not only will the development deliver 
some of the affordable housing to 
people with Gamlingay connection that 
we badly need, but there are so many 
other benefits in land and money that 
it will make a real difference to this 
village and the people in it. (Full details 
of the benefits are in the June Gazette.)  
And we need your help!  Some of 
the first projects to get under way will 
be the develop of new allotments; the 
care and development of the Millbridge 
Brook field as a recreational space; 
footpaths; and the start of investigations 
to see if St Mary’s field (behind the 

Emplins) is a suitable place for a new 
cemetery.  So if you are interested 
in joining a working party on any of 
these areas, or just want to offer a little 
informal help or advice, please do get in 
touch with the clerks.

So that is it for now, more next month.  
Some of you have commented that the 
website isn’t as up to date as it should 
be – guilty as charged – but our poor 
clerks have trouble getting through the 
workload in the time they have, and 
updating the website sometimes gets 
pushed to the bottom of the ‘to do’ list.  
We will be allocating more time to it, 
and will hope to improve!

Best wishes,
Sarah Groom
Chair of Gamlingay Parish Council
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A T COMPUTERS   
COMPUTER SUPPLIES AND HARDWARE

The Old Swan, 9 Honey Hill, Gamlingay, Sandy, BEDS SG19 3JU
Telephone 01767 650429

ACCOUNTING TAILORED PACKAGES

INVOICING BESPOKE SOFTWARE

PAYROLL SYSTEM DESIGN

ADMINISTRATION MANAGEMENT SUPPORT

PRODUCTION CONTROL TRAINING

STOCK CONTROL PRINTER
CONSUMABLES

UNISYS - MCP IT SUPPLIES

D.E.C.

UNIX

J EDWARD BRADSHAWE
SYSTEMS SPECIALIST

Call Sally, your local
Nutritional Advisor  T: 01767 310 275

M: 07872 574 178

www.oscars.co.uk

.... Oscar can help

Specialists in Tiling,
Slates,

Felt and Lead work,
Also

Reboarding, guttering, 
facia 

and chimneys.
Telephone for a free, 

no obligation quotation

THE ATTIC (or Shove it in the Loft)

“A sign of the times” to myself I mutter
When dealing with all the daily clutter,
So, whilst meaning to clear, I just go soft
And push the ‘stuff’ up in the loft.
Just in case, you never know,
I’d miss it if I let it go.

But, out of sight is out of mind,
The loft hatch shuts - with all behind.
There are dusty books and magazines,
Cases bursting at the seams,
Walking boots, three tennis racquets,
Hockey sticks, old seeds in packets.
Camping gear - yes - poles and tents,
A porta-loo, with inbuilt vents,
Skates and skis, toboggans, prams,
Empty jars for homemade jams.

Picture frames, four wooden stools,
Generations’ worth of tools.
Relations’ photo’s, handed down,
‘Baccy tins, an old half-crown.
Decades of toys, now passed their prime,
Relics of a bygone time.

Boxes full of trains and tracks,
Nestled ‘mongst the paperbacks.
Facemask, snorkel, big, black flippers,
Holiday memories. Granddad’s slippers.
Radios, gramophones, records and tapes,
Fancy dress and Halloween capes.
Green, plastic Christmas frees, set with baubles,
A cage with a wind-up bird that warbles.

Old projector - boxed - with slides,
Dolls’ house - hinged - with moving sides.
Nests of tables, lamps and shades,
Mirrors, potties, roller-blades.
Computers, keyboards, old guitars,
Parts from long-disposed-of-cars.

Fishing tackle, line and rod,
Coalscuttle - copper - with matching hod.
There’s even a plastic baby bath,
With plastic baby - what a laugh.

Then crunch-time came -1 couldn’t ignore,
The piles of junk we had in store.
A new house now - without an attic
Has made decluttering automatic.
I can’t just shove things out of sight,
(Try as I may with all my might).

Whilst minimalist living is over-rated
Clearing the decks I feel liberated.
Now - if I could just apply in kind
This tactic to my attic mind ...
(Work in progress)

Gill Spaul May2012



Advance Notice...
Does Gamlingay have talent?

Come and find out on Saturday 13 October 2012
An evening of family entertainment at the Gamlingay 
Ecohub Application forms will be available soon. For 
more information about this and other events at St 

Mary’s visit www.gamlingaychurch.co.uk
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Luxury real hair extensions now available 
- come in for free consultation

Mill Street, Gamlingay
Tel. (01767) 650250 

Professional Styling For All The Family

Hair, Beauty and 
Tanning Salon

The new name in garden services
Taking over the business of Stepping 

Stones Garden Services from 
Maxine, but continuing with the same 

personnel and the levels of service you 
have come to trust

Cutting, mowing, trimmimg, strimming, 
pruning, weeding, clearing, patio laying.

All green rubbish removed
Free quotations

Call us on 01767 652888
or 07432 617042

All Green Landscapes
Mark is an award winning, fully qualified 

horticulturist with over 25 years 
experience in landscaping. 

We can provide:

•	 Patios & Decking
•	 Fencing
•	 Planting & Pruning
•	 Paving & Driveways
•	 Turf laying or seeding
•	 Full Liability Insurance
•	 Fully Guaranteed

For advice or a FREE quotation call Mark 
 

 01767 651126 or 07850397317
17 Plane Tree Close, Gamlingay

www.allgreenlandscapes.co.uk

Is this you?  Were you a Wren?  
If the answer is YES then we would
love to have you join us in the
Association of Wrens.  The Cambridge
and District Branch meet once a
month.  Please contact our Secretary
Helen Long for further information on 
01223 303666 or email: helenlong@hotmail.
com

This image is Crown Copyright

(http://nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence)

Marie Curie Cancer Care - The Great Daffodil Appeal

Most of us - if we had cancer or another illness - would want to be cared for 
at home if we were dying - close to family and friends and surrounded by 
the things we love. In the Bedfordshire area we have 16 
trained nurses who are able to offer over night support 
for patients and their families.
The recently formed Biggleswade & District Fund 
Raising group collected in Biggleswade Town Centre, 
Homebase and at Asda, the group would like to say a 
big thank you, to the people of Biggleswade and surrounding villages for 
all their support, the group have raised a total of £2,323.44, the group are 
delighted with the amount which will allow Marie Curie to pay for 116 hours 
of nursing time in homes around the area.
The Bedfordshire 2012 Great Daffodil Appeal has seen an increase in 
donations of 20 from the 2011 appeal to £22,189.67, this will allow Marie 
Curie to pay for 1019 hours of nursing in the next year, this is really 
fantastic. It costs the charity £20 an hour to provide one hour of care in a 
patients home, this service is free to the patient. Thank you once again for 
your support.

Look out for our stall at the Village Show, we’ll see you there!

DISTRIBUTION REQUEST

We need a volunteer to cover Wootton Fields for the Gazette 
delivery 10 times a year. The round is 21 copies in total.

Please call Julie Newman on 01767 650685

Thank you

July and August 2012

July and August 2012

The NEWSPAPER of GAMLINGAY, EAST HATLEY HATLEY St. GEORGE

News from the Village College

I am very grateful to be given the chance to write an article for the Gazette for the first 

time and hope very much that a contribution from myself and the school can be a regular 

feature of the magazine.  Whilst we have regular contact with the parents of our pupils via 

individual letters home and half termly whole school newsletters, others in the village may 

not be as familiar with what is happening here at the Village College.  I am very pleased, 

therefore, to be given the opportunity to share with you details of the many activities that 

are currently taking place here in Station Road.
Diamond Jubilee Garden Party Celebrations

Finally, here at the Village College we like to think that we have a sense of occasion.  

We are determined that we should recognise the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations 

ourselves and make a contribution towards them.  

Already pupils throughout the school have taken part in a STEM project (Science 

Technology, Engineering and Maths) with Cambridge University.  The pupils were asked to 

design a diamond for the Jubilee celebrations.  Using scientific, engineering, technological 

and mathematical principles, accompanied by the pupils own individual creativity, 

imagination and flair, a whole range of designs were produced.  The best of the designs is 

now hanging proudly in the school hall.  

During the final week of the summer term the whole school will be working towards a 

Jubilee celebration event.  The pupils will be carrying out a range of activities in connection 

with the Queen’s sixty year reign.  On the penultimate day of the term (19 th July) we will 

hold a Diamond Jubilee Celebration Day of our own to which parents will be invited.  More 

details of this and other events will be issued nearer the time.

Colin PheyseyHead of College



NEWS FROM SUNSHINE 
PRESCHOOL

WI Hall, Waresley Road, Gamlingay, Phone: 07703 770676
Email: sunshinepreschool@btinternet.com , 

Website: www.sunshine-gamlingay.ik.org
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 Now situated in 
 Fox Street,
 Great Gransden. 

Rosemary is a musculoskeletal Physio 
with twenty years experience in private practice 

in New Zealand. She was part of the squad 
which provided treatment for elite athletes 

through the New Zealand Institute of Sport.

Specialising in neck, shoulder and 
back pain, joint and muscle problems, 

sports injuries.... and more.

For an appointment call 
07595 041121

Rosemary Hand 
has taken over 
Janet Hodgson’s 
Physiotherapy Practice.

The Pavilion

Rosemary Hand

www.physiocambridge.co.uk

P McGregor & Son
Established 1969
Building Services

Houses, Extensions & Renovations

3, Green End,
Gamlingay, Sandy,
Bedfordshire SG19 3LD
Tel: 01480 405 964/01767 650 669
Mobile: 07977 066515
email: davidpmcgregor@hotmail.com

GILKS FENCING LTD
Installers and suppliers of all types of 
fencing and gates including the new:

•	Closeboard fencing
•	TGV gates
•	Custom built trellis
•	Larch Lap panels
•	Railings
•	Chain link
•	Knee rail fencing
•	Concrete slotted posts

01767 681746
visit our website for more details 
www.gilksfencing.co.uk 
email gilksfencing@hotmail.com
Unit 2, 1 Stockton End off Sunderland Rd, Sandy 
Beds SG19 1SB

Fire Station Outing
A trip to Gamlingay Fire station was organised for the older 
children at Pre-school. It was an exciting outing but also an 
important opportunity for the Fire Fighters to talk about fire 
safety and answer the children’s questions. It also fitted nicely 
with our topic for this term, for which we have been talking about 
the village we live in. Thank you to Ian and the Fire station for 
their time and allowing the children to investigate the fire engine 
and try the hoses!

Evening of Clairvoyance
There will be an Evening of Clairvoyance to be held at WI Hall 
on Saturday 14th July 2012 at 7.30pm-9pm. Tickets cost £5 and 
are available from The Crafty Cupcake and Londis. Individual 
readings will be offered from 9pm (additional charge applies). For 
enquiries or to book an individual reading email sunshinepreshool@
btinternet.com

Places available
We have places available for new children to start with us next 
term. If you would like more information please get in touch with 
Ann on the contact details given above. We also have lots of 
information on our website including our prospectus and waiting 
list application form. We are now able to accept children into Pre-
school sessions from the age of 2 years.
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Treatment of corns, callus, flat foot, verruca, bunions, 
nail conditions and structural defects.

Also hand nail conditions

Surgery appointments or home visits

The Wald, Eltisley Road, 
Waresley, Sandy SG19 3BU

Phone Carol Lovitt SAC DIP.FHP.APSPRACT
01767 677210

Member of the Complementary Medical Association

FOOT HEALTH
PRACTITIONER

The Old Chapel, Green End, Gamlingay, Sandy, Beds, SG19 
3LF

www.gamlingayrainbow.co.uk  rainbow.preschool@virgin.net 
01767 652157

Ofsted Registered – Pre-school Learning Alliance Member 
– Registered Charity no 293562

Our Pre-school provides a fun, friendly and stimulating 
learning environment. We follow the Early Years 

Foundation Stage Principles and promote learning through 
play. Children can join us from 2 years old until school age.

We have sessions every morning and offer afternoon/
full day sessions on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday. Lunch club is held every day.
We are a committee run pre-school so the parent 

participation is integrated into our practice. We have 
a highly qualified staff team who plan varied and rich 

learning experiences whilst building a close relationship 
with each individual child.

If you are interested in learning more about what we can 
offer your child, feel free to pop in and meet us or contact 
us on 01767 652157 or email rainbow.preschool@virgin.net.

For further information please visit our website www.
gamlingayrainbow.co.uk

IAN NEWMAN
SMART REPAIRS

TEL: 07783 051106

Cars, Bumpers,
Alloy wheels,

Commercial and HGV’s,
Caravans and 
Motorhomes

10km Run starts 10.30am
Ages: over 16s only
Register: online at www.bourntorun.com 
Closing date: 17th September 2012
Race limit: 1,000 runners
Timing: chip timing

3km Fun Run starts 10.40am
Ages: all ages (under 10s must be accompanied by adult)

Register: www.bourntorun.com or on the day

� Multi-terrain course through
beautiful scenery

� Great fun for all the family
� NEW for 2012: Team Event, see

www.bourntorun.com/teams
� Six individual winning

categories with prizes, medals
and goodie bags for all

� Early bird discounts for entry
before 31st July

in aid of Bourn Primary Academy & Bourn Sports Club

Sunday 23rd September 2012
Details and registration at: www.bourntorun.com
Places are limited – register early to avoid disappointment!

COUNTRY GASTROPUB
www.thewillowtreebourn.com

Sponsored
by



WHAT’S ON IN JULY and AUGUST

Over 50’s walks meet at Ecohub car park. New members welcome.  Ring 654 891 
for further information

Wednesday 18th July, Thursday 16th 
August

History Society

programme awaited 7:30pm Room 3 GVC

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New 
members most welcome. tel: 651 025 .

Gardening Club

Wednesday, 5th September Late Summer colour with Ben Potterton

W I 7.30pm WI Hall

Tuesday, 17th July Mark Davis ‘Signs of the World’

Tuesday, 21st August ‘Something cooking’ with Gerald Dodd

Parental Forum, GVC 7 to 8pm Gamlingay Village College

Tuesdays: 18th September, 13th 
November Forum meetings

Total wellness workout NB Bring some water to drink and an exercise mat or a towel for 
floor work. £5 per class 

Thursdays 7.30-8.30pm at St Mary’s Church Hall (near the Emplins).

Fridays 9.30-10.30am at St Mary’s Church Hall (near the Emplins)

Social Club from 9pm, new members welcome

Soup lunches

every fourth Wednesday of the 
month 12:30pm start

Police surgeries

dates awaited 7.30pm Community Centre (eco-hub)
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WHAT’S ON IN JULY and AUGUST

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, 
refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, Eco hub.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting, Eco hub.

Hatley Parish Council
For information contact the Clerk on 650 379 or email parish-
clerk@hatley.info. Further information can be found on the website 
www.hatley.info or noticeboards

Quarterly meetings: 

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. Members of the 
public are always welcome to attend these meetings which are now 
held quarterly on the third Tuesday of the months of January, May, 
July and October..

The Gazette

Monday, 6th August Copy deadline for September edition.

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Dawson on 654 830 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month Meeting venue varies.

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call 
Geoff Bruerton on 650748.

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown.

1st and 3rd Monday of each month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.

Guild of St Mary’s Church Hall 8pm, all welcome.

Monday, 16th July Garden Party 6.30pm

Monday, 20th August Ladies Day Ascot Evening 
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ROB’S MOBILE GARDEN 
MACHINERY REPAIRS

All petrol and hand powered garden 
cultivation equipment serviced and 
repaired on site or in my workshop.

Competitive prices and personal 
service based on 20 years 

experience.
For more information, or to book a 

no obligation visit/quote contact 
Robert Thompson on: 

Tel (01763) 241430
 Mobile 07956 480350

POTTON 
MOTOR COMPANY

Quality Vehicles For Sale
Cars available from £1,000

Tel: 01767 652 869
Mob:07890 413306
Mob: 07775 808531

GREEN END INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
GAMLINGAY

www.pottonmotorcompany.co.uk

Fax: 01767 652869

Gamlingay 
Photographic Library 

by Nick Bruce
Over the last four years, I have been 
personally working on an extensive 
Project involving old Photographs and 
getting the exact scene re- photographed 
nowadays.
I have been collecting old Photographs 
of the Village for over 30 years and have 
a collection of around 2000 dating back 
to 1890. Some of these have been lent 
by Villagers, some have been bought as 
Post Cards, some taken by my family 
and an exclusive Collection of Originals 
have been given to me by various people 
for the Library which was set up by the 
late Gwen Sharpe and myself in 1993.
Gwen and I produced two Books of 
Photographs of Old Gamlingay: “A 
History in Photographs” and “Portrait 
of an English Village”. Lately, the first 
Book has been on sale on e-bay. I could 
not believe the £18.00 price tag until I 
saw it for myself! Both are still available 
from me, £3.00 each or £5.00 for two 
ie one one of each Title, but please ring 
beforehand - see below.
The Photographs were first re-produced 
my me in the old fashioned way of 
copying with a camera onto film, then 
developed and printed in the Darkroom. 
Things are a lot easier now I use a Scanner 
to scan the images onto a Computer, then 
re-size, repair any damaged images etc 
as necessary and then I can print from 
6”x4” to 12”x16” (A3) size.
Working on the “Now” Photographs 
is as much fun as ever, although I can 
remember my first printing and the 
excitement of the finished print hanging 
up to dry in the Darkroom. Now with 
technology, the process is a lot easier and 
faster; with skill and patience damaged 
images can be restored and reprinted.
The exclusive Collections handed to 
me include some Glass Plates from the 
early 1900’s, a Collection taken by the 
Ellis Family from Merton Grange and 2 
Photographs which were given to me by 
the late Les “Bozzer” Jakes which were 
both in the Books.
The Glass Plates were given to me by the 
late Stan Cross of Mill Street and were 
fantastic to work with. The Images were 
so sharp and clear even after all those 
years and even enlarged to 12”x16” 
size you could still pick out every small 
detail.
I enjoy enlarging small pieces of the 
image in Street Scenes to get every bit 

of detail and information that I can. 
Working on the Books with Gwen was an 
experience I will never forget. She had a 
very good memory and would come out 
with all the information needed. She was 
a great character. 
Along with Gwen’s memories, I have 
talked to many Village characters over 
the years and have other stories on tape 
telling of Village life in the last Century.
Dr Ellis’ Family from Merton Grange 
took many pictures in the 1920’s, 30’s & 
40’s around the area which include one 
of the R101 Airship over Gamlingay, 
the Railway Station, the Brickyards and 
some shots taken in 6 foot snow drifts.
As part of an Application for Heritage 
Lottery Funding, I will work with 
Gamlingay Photographic Society on an 
extensive “Then & Now” Photographic 
Project. There will be a Map and 
Photographs of most of the 38 Pubs and 
Ale Houses which were in the Village at 
one time or another. A comprehensive 
part of the Project will be about the 
structures and houses that have been 
demolished; totalling over 80 in all.
In the meantime, from my personal 
Collection, we hope to soon have a 
running Exhibition in the Village, 
changing the Display every few weeks 
and, later, to have a Digitally Projected 
Presentation for the Villagers. Once 
completed, CDs & DVDs will be given 
to the Schools, who have already given 
their backing to the Project, for use in 
their own Curriculum work. If anyone 
has any old Photographs of the Village 
or Village life which they are willing to 
lend to me to make a copy of*, and/or if 
you have any Photographs
in need of restoration/reprinting, and/or to 
purchase the Photographic Books, please 
ring 01767-651025.   *Photographs lent 
for reproduction will be credited to the 
Owner. 

Photographic Society
by Jackie Bruce - Chairman/Secretary

Gamlingay Photographic Society 
is now in Summer recess until 
September.
The 2012-2013 Programme is 
almost finished. If you would like 
to find out more about the Society 
and/or receive a copy of the new 
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Programme, please 
ring Nick or Jackie 
Bruce on 01767 
651025 or email Paul 
on info@gamlingayps.
org.uk

Further details 
about the Society 
will be published 
in the September 
Gazette, as will be the 
forthcoming Monthly 
evenings.

If anyone takes 
the Biggleswade 
Chronicle and does 
not have a Group 
or Society to collect 
for, the Photographic 
Society raises Funds 
by collecting the 
Community Cash 
Points Tokens (printed 
on page 2 each week) 
and these can be 
dropped off to Jackie 
at 80-82 Church 
Street, 
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Jubilee Fun Day at 
Gamlingay Baptist Church

Our Jubilee celebrations took place on 
Saturday 2nd June. 
We held a ‘fun day’ with a bouncy 
castle for both adults and children.
Large size garden games of all sorts.
Different crafts for all ages – from 
card making for adults to all sorts for 
children.

A big barbecue tea followed by all sorts 
of jubilee cakes and a Jubilee Quiz.
Perhaps the icing on the cake though, 
was the vocal accompaniment of Sarah 
and Alice who volunteered to come 
in and sing all sorts of songs from the 
40’s, 50’s and 60’s.

The day finished with a short Jubilee 
Thanksgiving in the chapel – because 
we had so much to be thankful to God 
for – the congregation gave thanks to 
God for all the good things we have to 
celebrate, from the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee, to all the happy children there, 
for our freedom even chicken (the latter 
from one of the children).
A good time was had by all!  
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21 Harlton Road
Little Eversden

Cambridge
CB23 1HB

Blends, Straights and By-Products

POULTRY FEED
Price List – 20 kg Bags
Delivered to your door

Layers Pellets or 
Mash

£7.75

Mixed Corn £7.00
Kibbled Maize £8.75

Fen Feeds Smallholder Division

 Email: judy@fenfeeds.co.uk

Telephone: 01223 260082

UFAS Registration No: 830

Fen 
Feeds Ltd

Scouts make a splash 
in Luton

Words and pictures by Brandon 
Booth

Gamlingay and Gransden Scouts 
joined 60 other Scouts as guests of 
Luton Sea Scouts on 27th May 2012 
for a day of water activities at Luton 
Hoo.

Following a safety briefing, the 
Scouts built their own rafts.  One of 
the rafts broke up close to shore, 
requiring a quick rebuild.  

The second activity was Kayaks, 
with the most bizarre sight of the 
day being a row of kayaks linked 
together with the alternate person 
doing “heads, shoulders, knees and 
toes”.  

There followed a water based 
version of British Bulldog.  It was 
amazing how quickly the Kayaks 
moved across the water.  By the 
end of the session a number of the 
kayaks resembled submarines.  

The pace then slowed, exploring the 

water with rowing boats.  Following 
a picnic lunch, the Scouts had a ride 
on the rib boat. 

The wind picked up in the afternoon 
to make the sailing dinghies, 
more interesting.  Following some 
instruction on land and water the 
Scouts were soon zigzagging across 
the water confidently.

The final activity of the day was the 
open canoes, where they played a 
game of it.  By taking part, a number 
of the scouts have completed the 
requirements of the Adventure 
challenge badge. The day finished 
around 4.30pm and the sun had 
shone all day.

Thanks to all the Scouts who took 
part, Cameron, Harry, Jack, Kieran, 
Miles, Oliver, Richard and Thomas, 
the Explorers Alex and James, and 
adult helpers Paul Beavis, Philip 
Hough, and Peter Walker.

Scouts is for boys and girls aged 
10 ½ up to 14 years of age and 
Explorers is for young people aged 
14 to 18 years, contact details for 
both are at the back of the Gazette. 

continued on 34 and 35
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continued from page 33
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Scouting -  Gilwell Jubilee Camp 2012
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Scouting -  Gilwell Jubilee Camp 2012
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Jubilee imagery - see various websites for an exhaustive selection of pictures
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Jubilee imagery - see various websites for an exhaustive selection of pictures



42  THE GAZETTE Hand delivered to every household. Postal contributions may be sent to 29 School Close

A colourful start to the Early Years
We have been very busy during this summer term at Rainbow 
Pre-School. We started the term with a sponsored sing along, the 
children, staff, and parents sang 46 songs in total, and we raised an 
amazing £280 pounds. We used the money raised to purchase a new 
dolls house and lots of literacy resources. We also put some of the 
money towards a visit from Zoo Lab’s Creepy Crawly Roadshow. 
The children were thrilled to meet and handle exotic animals such 
as snakes, tarantula’s, millipedes, rats, cockroaches, and many 
more. The children were very intrigued by the animals, so we went 
on a nature walk in the school field to find our own mini beasts. 
To celebrate the Queens Diamond Jubilee we had a red, white and 
blue party! The children dressed up in the colours, and we enjoyed 
party games and dancing. We hosted a cake sale the same day 
to raise funds for our new outdoor regeneration project. We are 
fundraising hard to replace our outdoor play equipment. 
We are holding an Open Day morning on Friday 6th July from 9.30am to 11.30am. This is an opportunity for existing or 
prospective parents to come into the pre-school, meet our friendly team, enjoy some crafts and activities, and sample our healthy 
snacks.  We have spaces available for children aged 2 years and above. 
Lastly we would like to say a fond farewell to our children who are transitioning to school in September. It has been a pleasure 
caring for you, and we will miss you all. Love Lucy, Louise, Abi and the rest of the team.

The Old Chapel, Green End, Gamlingay, Sandy, Beds, SG19 3LF
www.gamlingayrainbow.co.uk  rainbow.preschool@virgin.net 01767 652157

Ofsted Registered – Pre-school Learning Alliance Member – Registered Charity no 
293562
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Re-enactment of the Coronation
in St.Mary’s Church

With a procession down Church 
Street.
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PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND 
EDUCATION 
Mucky Pups Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 
940

Rainbow Preschool Nicola Drew (Jnt 
Chair)

07510 278 
330

Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 
676

Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 
491

Natalie 691 477
GAMA Bridget Smith 650 510
Care Club closed
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
First School Office 650 208
Carers Lunch Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Roy Dennis 650183
Thursday Badminton Bridget Smith 650 510
Football Club Chair: 

Brian 
Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian 
Culverhouse

651 020

Tennis Club John Gray 654 165
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church 
Hall

Kate Golding 651 215

WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George 
Village Hall

Mr Marshall 650 971

Community Centre 
Manager (Ecohub)

Andrea 
Hutchison

0798 0612 
077

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gamlingay and District 
Gardening Club

Jean Venning 
Membership 
Liz Tayler 

261 298

650 600
History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Skatepark Association Pauline 

Girdwood
651 091

Target Group Jackie Hough 651 070
Over 50’s walks meet at 
community centre

Miriam and Phil 
Tichner

654 891

Booklinks Vicky Phillips
Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of 
Dance

Susan Lucas, 316 518

St. Neot’s Model 
Railway Club

John Kneeshaw E mail: 
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com 

Painting for Pleasure Roy Turner 650426
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay 
Guides

Benita Scott 650 547

1st Gamlingay 
Brownies

Maria Spence 0771 
1161 618

1st Gamlingay 
Rainbows

Helen Oldham 631 720

Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Beavers Karen Crutchington Email: 

karen.crutchington@sky.
com

Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gamlingay 
Gransden Cubs

Barry Jefferd 261 000

Gamlingay Scouts 
Thursday

Brandon Booth  07812 
049139

b.c.booth@talk21.com
Pathfinder Scouts 
Friday

Chris Elwood 07879 
698477

Explorers Phil Wood  01480 
830 866

(all meet at Scout Hut)
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

Youth Club
Lucy Rands

07929 
453235Youth Cafe

CHURCHES
Baptist Church, 
Minister,

James Gilbert 651 519

St Mary The Virgin, 
Rector:

Steven 
Rothwell

650 568

SCHOOLS
First School Head J 

Newman
650 208

Village College Head 650 360
First School 
Association

Via school 
office

650 208

Village College 
Friends Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information

Library Opening hours   01767 651 226
Monday 2.00pm – 8.00pm (homework club 3.30 – 6pm) 
Tuesday 9.15am - 3.15pm (Free tea & coffee for pensioners from 12.15pm - 3.15pm)
Wednesday 10.30am - 12.30pm (toddlers’ story time 11am)
Thursday  5.00pm – 8.00pm
Saturday  9.30am - 12.30pm
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Village Information

Library Opening hours   01767 651 226
Monday 2.00pm – 8.00pm (homework club 3.30 – 6pm) 
Tuesday 9.15am - 3.15pm (Free tea & coffee for pensioners from 12.15pm - 3.15pm)
Wednesday 10.30am - 12.30pm (toddlers’ story time 11am)
Thursday  5.00pm – 8.00pm
Saturday  9.30am - 12.30pm

HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community 
Healthcare

Appointments 651 150

Child Health Clinic Meet at 
Baptist Church 
hall

CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 

696650
Car Care Scheme Sue 

McPherson
07519 
493701

EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency 
Fire

01223 
376 217

Non-emergency 
Police

101

Community Police PC Lee Scott 0845 456 
4564

PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,
Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

at Community 
Centre

gamlingaypc@lineone.net

Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Nick Telford-Reed

ntelfordreedgpc@tiscali.co.uk
Vice Chairman Nick Howard
Library Kate 

Laugharne
651 226

Forward Gamlingay Chair: 
Ian Wakeling

Hatley Parish 
Council  

Clerk:
Leanne Bacon

650 379

parish-clerk@hatley.info
Chairman: M Astor
POLITICS
MP Andrew 

Lansley. 
Conservative.

01954 
212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South 
Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0345 
0450 500

Gamlingay 
Residents 
Association

Bridget 
Mappley

650584

Faulty street lamps 0800 7838 
247

Cambridge County Council
Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult’s Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221

General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0845 4040506
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361

Royal British Legion Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

Jackie Hough 651 070
Gamlingay Writers Tracey Dawson 654 830

www.gamlingaywriters.org.
uk

Village Show Jan Cooper 650 178
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s 
Almshouses Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District 
Round Table

Lee Packham 
Brown

GEAG (Gamlingay 
Environmental Action 
Group)

Brycchan Carey 651 141
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L.F.JARVIS & SON Ltd
General Builders
• Restoration & Joinery 

Specialist
• All joinery work undertaken 

from doors, windows to fitted 
oak units

• All carpentry works
• Upvc fascias, soffits gutters
• Property refurbishment
• Timber decking
• Painting & decorating
• All building services
Office Tel / Fax 01767 650 566
Mobile 07713 088 792

McTIMONEY 
CHIROPRACTOR

Chiropractic can help:
 ● Pain, discomfort and stiffness 
of joints and bones, including back, neck 
and shoulders.

 ● Muscular aches and pains.
 ● Tension headaches and migraine.
 ● Sciatica, ‘impinged nerves’.
 ● Most sports injuries including tennis/
golfer’s elbow, hand, knee and foot 
problems.

Karen Moss
BSc (Chiro) MMCA

01480 473892
General Chiropractic Council Reg. No. 02138
Member of McTimoney Chiropractic Association

Grovemount Limited
General Builders

All building & refurbishment work 
undertaken

PVCu windows, doors & conservatories
Potton Road The Heath, Gamlingay

Tel: 01767 651299

EST 1972 
 

Bill TangyeBill Tangye  
 

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE 
ENGINEER 

 

Automatics 
 

Twin Tubs 
 

Cookers 
 

Vacs 
 

Fridges 
 

Dryers 

Tel:  
01767 

650 750 

Mobile: 
07802 

393 331 

Kevin Knibbs
Carpenter and Joiner

9 Church End
Gamlingay, SG19 3EP

Phone: 01767 650063
Mobile: 07784 775670

Established in 1971

James Brickwork & Building

Telephone:
01767

651469

Mobile:
07775

874642

Extensions - Block Paving
Patios - Fireplaces - Walling

WORBOYS GARAGE
& FILLING STATION
Mill Street, Gamlingay

Servicing and repairs on most 
makes of car and light commercials

Batteries, tyres & exhausts

Serving Gamlingay since 1936 
Tel: 01767 650 273

MOT
TESTING STATION

Sunshine Pre-school
WI Hall, Waresley Road

07703 770676
email: sunshinepreschool@btinternet.com

www.sunshine-gamlingay.ik.org

Ofsted registered and 
inspected

At Sunshine Pre-school 
we offer children a stimulating and caring 

environment that actively promotes 
learning through play.

Children are welcome from 2 years during 
our morning, lunchtime and afternoon 
sessions. Call in for a visit anytime or 

contact us for more information

Session Time Days

Morning 9.00 – 11.30 Monday - Friday

Lunchtime 11.30 – 12.30 Monday - Friday

Afternoon 12.30 – 3.00 Monday - Thursday

Anstee Gorst Accountants
Chartered Certified Accountants

• Accounts preparation 
for Sole Traders, 
Partnerships and 
Limited Companies

• Self assessment tax 
returns

• Cash Flow forecasting, 
Business start-ups

• VAT, Payroll and 
book-keeping

Free Initial Consultation
Phone/Fax  Sally Anstee FCCA
01767 650 700
Email: Sally@anstee-accountants.com
website: www.anstee-accountants.com

 

Sally Anstee Accountants 
Chartered Certified Accountants 

 
 

−	Accounts preparation and audit  
 

−	Self assessment tax returns 
 

−	Cash Flow forecasting, Business start ups 
 

−	VAT, Payroll and bookkeeping  
 
 

Free Initial Consultation  
Phone/Fax: 
Sally Anstee FCCA  
01767 650700 

 
Email: Sally@anstee-accountants.com 

THE WOODYARD
Seasoned logs and kindling delivered to 

your door
• Cut from sustainable woodlands
• Three load sizes to suit your needs
• Over 25 years of friendly service in the area
Phone: 01767 680 668
Mobile: 07766 664 761
or visit www.bedswoodyard.co.uk
email: tpswoodyard@gmail.com

Anna’s Flowers
FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

POTTON MARKET SQUARE
Weddings
Birthdays
Anniversaries
Christenings
Funerals

01767 650 569

DELIVERY 
SERVICE 

AVAILABLE

The Police
Non-emergency number:

101


