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DIAMOND 
JUBILEE EVENTS

COCK INN
Sunday 3rd June

Fundraiser for the 
Scouts

Live Band - 
Stormchaser

STREET PARTY 
Tuesday, June 5th

Noon to 4pm 
(approx)

See you there!

Items Enclosed With 
The Gazette

In view of the number of 
complaints we received 
about raffle tickets that were 
unexpectedly enclosed in 
The Gazette a while ago, the 
Committee has resolved that 
nothing shall be delivered with 
The Gazette unless it has been 
previously approved by the 
Editor.

Flyers may be enclosed, but as 
has previously been stated, this 
will be for a charge of £250.00. 

Chairman, James Gilbert 

Gamlingay Social Club
16 Waresley Road 

Jubilee Open Weekend

The club would like to encourage more villagers to use us!
For one weekend only – We will allow in Non-Members to try the 
club experience!
For the whole of the Jubilee Bank Holiday Weekend Non-Members 
are welcome in the club without an accompanying member.
Saturday June 2nd – British Disco
Sunday June 3rd – Family Fun Quiz. Register Teams by 7-30 on the 
day or in advance on 651775
Bring the family to see what the club has to offer!!!

•	 Lower price drinks than pubs
•	 Entertainment nights
•	 Quizzes
•	 Bingo
•	 Darts
•	 Pool
•	 Snooker
•	 Sports on TV

Come on in – Give it a try – You may be surprised.
If you like it, we have special Family and individual memberships 
available.
Any questions email – gamlingaysocialclub@yahoo.co.uk
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Gamlingay Youth Club
We are looking for enthusiastic volunteers to help us in Gamlingay 

Youth Club which is held in the Eco Hub on Stocks Lane 
on Thursday evenings, 7:15 - 9:15pm during term-time. 

Training and support can be provided. 
We welcome males to apply as they are under-represented in this 

area.
We’re looking for volunteers who enjoying working with young people, 
are non-judgemental, and can engage with young people on a weekly 

basis.
 If you are interested please contact

 Amanda Silvester Youth Development Co-ordinator
 01954 286011

Gamlingay Players present
“Round and Round the 

Garden”
By Sir Alan Ayckbourn

The Gamlingay Players will perform 
Round and Round the Garden, the 
third part of the Norman Conquests, 

on 6th and 7th July 
at Gamlingay First School.

Norman is in love with Annie. Annie 
is in love with Norman. The only 
problem is, Norman is married to 
Annie’s sister Ruth, and Tom is 
plucking up the courage to ask 
Annie to marry him. Then there is 
Annie and Ruth’s brother Reg and 
his wife Sarah, who Norman has 
also taken a shine to. Add in some 
parsnip wine, a proposed mini-break 
to East Grinstead and some missing 
fuse wire and you have a recipe for 
hilarity.

You may have seen what happened 
in the Dining Room and the Living 
Room, now find out what happened 
in the Garden. Even if you have 
not seen the other plays, join us in 
a country garden in the middle of 
summer to find out whether they all 
end up living happily ever after.
Tickets are £7.50 for adults and 
£5.00 concessions and are available 
from The Hub, The Cutting Mill or 
on-line. The play starts at 7.45, 
with the Bar run by the First School 
Association open from 7.15.

The 20th Gamlingay Show
Saturday 15th September 

2012

We are delighted to announce that we 
have some exciting new entertainment 
for the crowds this year. Our compere 
will be Potty Patrick who is an 
international children’s entertainer 
who has appeared in theatres and on 
television. His hospital work with 
sick children has included visits 
to Gt. Ormond Street Hospital and 
Addenbrookes. His highly versatile 
skills include puppets, music, magic, 
singing and we are delighted that Potty 
Patrick will be hosting the show for us.

We will also be welcoming a Punch and 
Judy Show, who will be performing 
at various times during the afternoon 
and, also new for this year will be 
some little creatures from Shepreth 
Wildlife Park. Some very accomplished 
circus performers from the Wildfire 
Circus Group will invade the arena and 
they will also be running circus skills 
workshops.
For those who fancy something a bit 
more active, there will be 
some new inflatables to try 
out and go-karts to drive.

We will be having a wide 
variety of food stalls, 
sideshows, craft stalls and exhibitions 
and displays from village clubs and 
societies and Alice Lucas School of 
dance. All this in addition to the entries 
to the competition classes and display of 
classic cars, motorcycles and tractors. 

We are delighted that representatives 
from 2484(Bassingbourn) Squadron 
Air Cadets will be coming along again 
this year to help with the setting up 



News from the churches

PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND 

EVERTON CUM TETWORTH
Rector: Revd Steven  
 Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller

The Rectory, Stocks Lane

11 Bunyan Close

650 568

650 779

News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary Mrs Joan Oakley 01767 650069 

www.gamlingaybaptist.btck.co.uk

KEY
E=Everton 

G=Gamlingay
H=Hatley St George
B=Baptist Church

Church Services:
Every Sunday Morning 10:45am. (with 
Sunday Club for children)

Communion is always celebrated on the 
first Sunday of each month.

Family Service Last Sunday of the 
Month 24thJune 10:45am.

Weekday Meetings:
House Groups:
Mondays 10:00am.
Thursdays 7:45pm. (Venue as 
announced)

Prayer
The Church is open between 2:00pm 
and 3:00pm
every Wednesday for prayer, all are 
welcome.

For Children:
Sunday Club 
Every Sunday 10:45am (half way 
through service)

‘Messy Church’ – fun, games, stories, 
getting messy
 (for children 5 to 11 years)
Saturday 23rd June – 2:00pm to 4:00pm
 
Alpha The Alpha Course is an informal 
evening set around a meal for those who 
want to find out more about Christianity. 
You are warmly invited! We have 
a course running every Tuesday at 
6:30pm– why not contact our minister 
for details.

Women’s Prayer Breakfast – a time to 
share, pray and then eat together. 
Saturday 16th June at 8:00am.

Coffee Mornings

Thursday 21st June 
(in aid of Sinai Orphanage, Madras)

10:00am until 11:30am – Why not join us for tea/coffee and cake?

Services June 2012

3rd Trinity 
Sunday 8am Holy Communion G

10am First Sunday Service inc celebration of 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee G

5pm Evening Service E

10th Trinity 1 8am Holy Communion E

9.30 Parish Eucharist G

11am Holy Communion H

17th Trinity 2 9.30am Parish Eucharist inc Stepping Stones 
children’s group G

11am Parish Eucharist E

24th Trinity 3 8am Holy Communion H

9.30am Parish Eucharist G

11am Parish Eucharist & Baptism E

6pm Choral Evensong & Concert G

Dear Readers,

One of the things I like most about living in Britain is the variety. The variety of landscape – both mountains, hills and valleys 
also flatland and moors; the vibrant cities and the quiet villages; the traditions and the folklore but also the innovation and need 
to not take things too seriously.

The variety of British life can be summed in our attitude to the monarchy. We witness the ardent royalists who bring out the 
bunting and wave their Union flags to celebrate royal occasions; and then also those who find all of that distasteful and put their 
trust and faith in slightly more democratic foundations. What’s clear is that we love a reason to party, to celebrate and to invoke 
a sense of fellowship within otherwise divided communities. Royal weddings, birthdays and coronations are a good opportunity 
for that to happen. So are sports events, elections and festivals.

It will be a huge summer of expectation and celebration for Britain as millions focus their attention on the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee and the Olympic games. Many will feel that both these occasions will paper over the cracks of disappointment and anger 
felt up and down the country among communities that are suffering because of economic hardship and the rising cost of living, 
and because the prospects of long-term employment and accessible education and a well run health service all seem under threat.

I celebrate the fact that in Britain we can have both the Queen and the Sex Pistols, that our democracy allows us to voice our 
opinion and celebrate what we value in our own ways and to protest when we need to change the political structures. I am 
anxious about how the freedom to do those things might be denied with greater levels of surveillance  and policing and how the 
rising costs of education and healthcare will further deny those on low incomes their right to flourish. 

I recall Jesus’ anger at the money changers in the Temple and his compassion on those who were shunned by society. I also recall 
how he turned water into wine, his first miracle at the wedding in Cana. Let’s all celebrate this summer with joy and with wine; 
but let us not lose sight of the foundations of what a democratic society really celebrates: the right to your own beliefs, the right 
to education and healthcare, and the right to work. 

Revd Steven Rothwell

Dear Friends,

I sometimes get asked to be a judge at competitions, because as a minister, I am 
perceived (rightly, I hope) to be safe and impartial. This is something I am always 
cautious of, believe it or not, because of the 1980’s television series, ‘All Creatures 
Great and Small’.  I used to enjoy this programme and one of my favourite episodes 
was the one where James Herriott was asked to judge the children’s pet section 
of the local village show. He made his judgment and then had to face all the other 
disgruntled parents, each of whom thought that their child should have won – well, 
ever since I first saw that particular programme, I have been very wary of getting 
into similar situations. I have been asked to be one of the judges at the Village Street 
Party and in view the above, I approach this day with caution!

Judgment is always a sensitive issue and as human beings we only too often make 
‘errors of judgment’, in behaviour, in courses of action, we misread circumstances 
and only too easily end up in trouble – like James Herriott at the village pet show… 
So many of the inmates of our prisons began their journey to crime and incarceration 
with one error of judgement, so many victims of confidence tricksters made an error 
of judgment and were taken in by smooth and plausible words. We live in a world of 
confusing choices, promises and pitfalls and often fail to anticipate the consequences 
of our decisions. 

Over thirty years ago, I found out about Jesus Christ, I heard what He promises, 
what His claims are and made the judgment that He was worth following and 
decided to put my trust in Him. This was the best decision I have ever made, one 
that I have never regretted – I often wonder what life would have been like if I had 
judged differently… Jesus promised that if we trust Him and seek to do His will, He 
will even give us a ‘counsellor’ – the Spirit of God (John 14:15–17), to be our guide 
and companion through life, in decision making, in the daily grind of life itself. 

Best of all, because He is God, His judgment is perfect; He knows each of us 
through and through, there’s nothing we can hide from Him and He still loves us 
and invites us to follow Him. Following Jesus is the best decision I have made, I’d 
encourage you to consider Christ for yourself – His judgments are true and just in all 
circumstances (Revelation 16:7).

Best Wishes!      James.
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Friendship Coffee 
Mornings

All welcome, 10:30am

Friendship Coffee Morning

Thursday 7th June
Maddy Marsh
36 Chapel Fields

If you need a lift please contact Gerry 
Brunt 
01767 650 693

and running of the show. They worked 
so hard last year and their help was 
invaluable.

Raffle tickets, with a first prize of £100, 
will soon be available for purchase at 
various points around the village so 
look out for these. More good news 
is that entry fees for the show and the 
competition classes remain the same for 
another year.

It’s going to be a great day out for all 
the family – and will have stopped 
raining by then!!!

Looking forward to seeing you

The Gamlingay Show Committee

Nominations open for 
South Cambridgeshire’s 

youth council

Nominations have opened for young 
people interested in becoming 
councillors and sitting on South 
Cambridgeshire’s all new youth council.  
There are 20 places available for young 
people aged 13 to 18 years old who 
want to have a say about the things that 
matter to them in their local area, and 
across the district as a whole.
The role of a youth councillor is to 
represent the views and opinions of all 
young people in South Cambridgeshire, 
and to become involved in, and 
contribute to, the well-being of local 
young people and the wider community. 
There are a lot of things that youth 
councillors may want to work with 
South Cambridgeshire District 
Council on, including new housing 
developments, sports and arts activities, 
jobs and businesses, climate change 
and energy, and communication with 
residents.
Youth councillors will develop 
leadership skills, gain confidence, get 
involved in decision-making and help 
organise youth and community events.
Officers from South Cambridgeshire 
District Council will be visiting the 

district’s nine village colleges, and 
the Connections Youth Bus that tours 
the area, throughout April to talk to 
young people about what is involved in 
becoming a youth councillor, answer 
any questions, and help them sign up 
and stand for election.
Tracy Mann, South Cambridgeshire 
District Council’s Development Officer, 
said: “Young people really care about 
all sorts of things that affect them, and 
the youth council will help them get 
involved in democracy at an early age. 
If you live in South Cambridgeshire and 
believe you should have a say in the 
decisions that are made on your behalf, 
then please volunteer to become a youth 
councillor and really help us to help you 
make a difference.”
Young people can nominate themselves 
until the closing date on 1 August 2012.
If there are enough candidates who want 
to stand on the new youth council an 
election will be held in September.
For further information, or if you, 
or someone you know, would like to 
become a youth councillor, please 
contact Tracy Mann on (01954) 713342 
or email tracy.mann@scambs.gov.uk.
Residents of all ages can also follow the 
youth council by ‘liking’ its Facebook 
page. Log in to Facebook and search for 
South Cambridgeshire Youth Council.

Staying independent, safe 
and well Adult social care 
roadshow to visit libraries 

Library visitors have the chance to 
find out about local services to help 
them stay independent, safe and well 
at a series of roadshows taking place 
throughout 2012. The roadshow has 
been visiting libraries across the 
county since the end of January. It 
will be visiting Cambourne Library 
from 14th May to 9th June and 
Cambridge Central Library from 11th 
June to 7th July. 

Each event will feature a display of 
information leaflets, presentations 
about assistive technology resources 
to help you remain independent, 
and details of Trading Standards 
approved trader scheme Buy With 
Confidence. 

Demonstrations of Your Life, Your 
Choice Cambridgeshire’s adult 
social care website and AskSARA, 
an online guide to equipment to 
make staying independent easier, 
will be taking place on the last 
Saturday of each of the roadshows. 
Trading Standards staff will also be 
on hand to tell visitors more about 
the Buy With Confidence scheme. 
If you are interested in assistive 
technology resources please check 
with the library for the dates of these 
presentations.

For more information about the 
roadshows and the full schedule 
visit www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/
social telephone 0345 045 5225 or
email: yourlifeyourchoice@
cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

If you are unable to visit one of the 
roadshows but require information 
about staying independent, safe and 
well phone Cambridgeshire Direct 
on 0345 045 5202 or see the Your 
Life, Your Choice website at www.
yourlifeyourchoice.org.uk 

Police Surgery
12th June at 
the Ecohub, 
Stocks Lane

Borrowing money from illegal 
money lenders
If you are having financial difficulties 
or wish to borrow money quickly, it 
may be tempting to borrow money from 
illegal money lenders,  known as ‘loan 
sharks’, who lend cash without asking 
questions about your financial situation.  
Trading Standards urge you to avoid 
such lenders and assure you that there 
are safe, reliable lenders that you can 
use. 

Loan sharks may call at your door or 
you might hear about them from other 
people. At first they seem friendly and 
helpful and it might seem like a quick 
and easy way to borrow money. The 
trouble is that these people usually 
charge huge interest on their loan, 
meaning you have to pay back much 
more than you borrowed and far more 
than you can afford. With no paperwork 
to record what you are expected to 
repay, a loan of a few hundred pounds 
can soon lead to a demand to repay 
thousands of pounds - and the debt 
can quickly become too much to ever 
repay. If you struggle to keep up the 
repayments, loan sharks may use 
intimidation, threats and even violence 
to ensure you find the money somehow. 
It is believed that around 310,000 
households in the UK currently owe 
money to loan sharks.

Luckily there are safe places you can 
borrow money from, even if you have 
financial difficulties. These lenders 
stick to the law, make it clear from the 
start the total amount you will need to 
repay and collect your repayments in a 
lawful way. Your local Citizens Advice 
Bureau (CAB) can advise you which 
lenders are most suitable for you. You 
can find your nearest Bureau by visiting 
www.citizensadvice.org.uk or by calling 
08444 111 444. 

The England Illegal Money Lending 
Team was set up because of the 
misery and fear that loan sharks cause. 
Cambridgeshire County Council are 
working with this team and local 
District Councils, to tackle loan sharks 
in the county, raise awareness of them 
and to support their victims. 

If you know of any loan sharks 
operating in the area, the England 
Illegal Money Lending Team wants 
to hear from you. Call 0300 555 
2222, text ‘loan shark + a message’ 
to 60003 or email reportaloanshark@
stoploansharks.gov.uk. Lines are open 
24/7 and your details will be kept 
confidential. 

If you already owe money to a loan 
shark the Illegal Money Lending team 
can offer advice and support. So don’t 
suffer in silence, contact the team using 
the details above.



Buy with Confidence 
approved trader scheme 
from Trading Standards

At Cambridgeshire Trading Standards 
we have just introduced a new 
approved trader scheme, ‘Buy with 
Confidence’.  The scheme is designed 
to provide Cambridgeshire residents 
with a choice of traders, all of which 
have demonstrated a commitment to 
providing a high quality service and 
have been thoroughly checked by us.

To expand our list of current members 
we are currently undertaking a 
recruitment drive.  If you are, or know 
of, a reliable trader in Cambridgeshire 
we want to hear from you!

How does a business join the scheme?
You can access further information 
and application forms at www.
buywithconfidence.gov.uk. Alternatively 
you can ring Cambridgeshire Direct on 
0345 0455206 to be sent an information 
pack.

Nominating a trader to join the 
scheme
If you know a trader that you would 
recommend, you can nominate them by 
emailing bwc@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
or by calling Cambridgeshire Direct on 
0345 0455206. We will do the rest. 

How to use the scheme
There are a number of ways you can 
find traders on the scheme:
• Visit www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk. 
• Telephone the Citizens Advice 

Consumer Helpline on 08454 
040506. 

• Visit your local library where staff 
can look up traders for you.

Our checking procedure ensures the 
quality of our members but does 
not provide a price guarantee. We 
recommend that you still get three 
quotes to ensure you are happy with the 
price.
To find out more about the scheme, 
visit www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk or 
contact Cambridgeshire Direct.

Happy 30th Birthday 
to

Hearing Dogs for Deaf 
People

It is now 30 years since Hearing Dogs 
was launched as a charity and it is 29 
years since the first hearing dog was 
placed with a deaf recipient. Today we 
support over 750 working partnerships 
around the UK and as more and more 
people suffer with various degrees of 
hearing impairment the work of the 
charity has become more and more 
important.  

In our 30th anniversary year one of my 
ambitions for your local Cambridge & 
District Branch is to try and increase the 
number of our local volunteers. Ideally 
I would love to have 30 volunteers to 
match our 30th anniversary.  Volunteering 
does not have to take up a huge amount 
of time, if you can spare a couple of 
hours a month or would be happy 
to attend some events and help sell 
merchandise, or run raffles I would love 
to hear from you.  I would also dearly 
love to have a database of people who 
could help out occasionally but who do 
not want to commit to regular meetings, 
etc. New committee members would 
of course be very welcome but I do 
appreciate that committee work does 
not appeal to everyone.  Perhaps you 
would like to train as a speaker and go 
out into the community letting people 
know about our work?  Would you 
have time to socialise a puppy before 
it goes on to it’s specialist sound work 
training?  There are so many ways in 
which volunteers help the charity and all 
of their work is vital to us.  We literally 
could not function without our helpers.

Later on this year there will be a 30th 
anniversary “Strictly Come Walkies” 
sponsored walk in the grounds of Wimpole 
Hall.  In conjunction with Milton Country 
Park we will again be having a fun dog 
show and many other dog activities and 
games – more details of both events will 
be published later in the year but please 
mark 16 September in your diary as a day 
out for you and your dog.

If you would like to know more about 
the work of Hearing Dogs for Deaf People 
or would like to offer to help please give 
me a call or drop me an email – all offers 
of help will be warmly welcomed.

Jenny Parker – Speaker & Branch 
Organiser
01223 833562 (evenings only please)
jennifer.parker5@btopenworld.com

Burglars target high-value 
cars

POLICE are investigating a spate of 
thefts of expensive cars in the South 
Cambs area. Detectives are appealing 
for witnesses to the latest two, in 
Cottenham and Caldecote, which are 
believed to be linked. 
An Audi A4 was stolen from an address 
in Dunstall Field, Cottenham, between 
midnight and 7.45am on April 4. The 
front door was forced and the ignition 
keys taken from a drawer. 
A laptop computer was also taken. 
The car was recovered outside a 
property in West Drive, Highfields, 
Caldecote, today and was reported to 
have been there since Sunday (April 8). 
Police believe whoever took the Audi 
may then have been responsible for the 
theft of another Audi, this time an S4 
estate, from a property in Strympole 
Way, Highfields, Caldecote, between 
2.30pm and 7.30pm on Sunday. 
The thieves broke into the property 
through rear patio doors using a spade. 
They also stole a laptop computer.  
The burglaries are being investigated 
alongside a series of others where 
vehicles including a VW Golf, BMW 
Z4, Audi A6, Ford Focus ST, and a Ford 
Galaxy have been stolen from addresses 
in Oakington, Willingham, Duxford, 
Haslingfield, Melbourn, Comberton, 
Fowlmere and Hardwick. The crimes 
have taken place in the past two months 
and detectives believe they may be 
linked. 

Detective Sergeant Sarah Gaylor, who is 
leading a team of officers investigating 
the burglaries, said: “I am appealing for 
witnesses to both the recent burglaries, 
in Cottenham and then Caldecote, and 
would particularly like to hear from 
anyone who saw the Audi being left in 
West Drive on Easter Sunday.  
“We are taking these crimes very 
seriously and are keen to catch those 
responsible as soon as possible. 
“However, we would also urge 
motorists to keep their car keys in a 
safe place where they are not easily 
accessible to a burglar and anyone 
who sees suspicious activity in their 
neighbourhood should not hesitate 
reporting it to police.”
 
Anyone with information should 
contact Det Sgt Gaylor on 101 or 
Crimestoppers, anonymously, on 0800 
555111.



SOUP LUNCHES

The Soup Lunches in St. Mary’s Church Hall 
continue to be held on the

4th Wednesday of each month starting at 12:30pm.

In May, June and July the proceeds will be donated 
to ...

CHRISTIAN AID

Come and support this worthy cause and, for 
£5, enjoy home-made soup, bread and puddings 

followed by tea or coffee.

St. Mary’s ‘Good Neighbour Scheme’

Are you permanently or temporarily housebound or 
incapacitated?

If so ……

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!

Our friendly volunteers have all been CRB checked and 
we can, subject to availability at the time of a request, 

offer assistance with such things as :

Shopping             Prescriptions  
        Library books
Company and conversation          Dog Walking  
        Grass cutting
Lifts to the Doctor (Gamlingay Surgery only)                               
                  … and more!

Scheme Co-ordinators :
Chris Martin Tel: 01767 652832   Brenda Elcome Tel: 01767 

650489

We would be happy to hear from you!



GAMLINGAY YOUTH 
NIGHT IS THURSDAY 

NIGHT!
Now running at

Community Centre
GAMLINGAY 

 

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CAFÉ
5.30pm to 7.15pm
School years 5 to 8

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CLUB
7.30pm to 9.15pm

School years 8 to 11

Run by Lucy Rands

ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL
The Emplins, Gamlingay

Now available on Saturday mornings
Ideal for dancing classes, children’s 

clubs etc.

£10 per hour
Please contact: Kate Golding

Tel:  01767 - 651215
E-mail: kategolding@tiscali.co.uk

Hatley village hall 
is available for general hiring every day 

8.30am to 12 midnight  

Full details can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or ring 
Michael Marshall on 01767 650971 or 
email  mick_marshall@hotmail.co.uk
 

Basic hire charges per hour are  £7.50 
residents/£10.00 others and it can cater 

for 85 
seated 
or 120 
standing.

The Farmland Museum and Denny Abbey
Ely Road, Waterbeach, Cambridge, CB25 9PQ

T:01223 860988 www.dennyfarmlandmuseum.org.uk
“A thoroughly amazing place with something for everybody”

 JUNE 2012 EVENTS

Sunday 3 and 
Monday 4 June, 10.30am to 
5pm
1940s Farm and Country Fair!
Horse and cart rides, vintage 
cars, tea-time treats, maypole 
dancing and more. Fun for all the 
family.  Café and shop open. Play 
area and picnic area. Free car 
parking. 
In association with BBC History.
Adults £5.50, Concessions £4.50, 
Child £3.50, Under 5s FREE, 
Family £16

Tuesday 5 and Thursday 7 June, 
12pm to 4pm
Children’s Activity Day: Diamond 
Jubilee!
Celebrate 60 years of the 
Queen’s reign. Make a souvenir 
of this special occasion.                  
Drop-in session. No need to book. 
Suitable for children aged 4+. 
Children must be accompanied 
by an adult. 
Normal admission + 50p extra 

per child for materials

Saturday 9 June, 10am to 2pm
NEW! Craft Taster session for 
adults: Knit & Natter 
in association with Worldwide 
Knit in Public Day and Rosie in 
Stitches
Bring your own knitting and 
soak up the atmosphere of Denny 
Abbey or join in the the ‘Rosie in 
Stitches’ inspired knitting project 
led by Avril Williams.
Donations only. All proceeds to 
Friends of the Rosie Maternity 
Hospital. 
(Drop-in taster session- please 
register your interest in advance) 
T: 01223 860988

Sunday 17 June, 10.30am to 
5pm
Father’s Day Farmyard Special
Join in the Farmyard family trail, 
see our stationary engines up and 
running and find out about our 
restoration work on our iconic 
Fergie tractor. Special Father’s 

day menu in the Docky Box Tearoom such as hearty pork pies and real 
ale!
Normal admission applies.

Wednesday 20 June, 10am to 4.30pm
Health, Happiness and Well-Being Day
For over 55s.  Come and Try Something new and take part in 
introductory led group sessions which include yoga, aerobics, singing, 
painting, guided tours of the site and much much more. Full day ticket 
(including your choice of 4 sessions,  ploughman’s lunch, admission 
and refreshments) Adults £25, Concessions £23, Friends of the 
museum and English Heritage members £21. Prior-booking essential. 
For further information please contact Chris Leuchars T: 01223 
860988 e: education@farmlandmuseum.org.uk

Sunday 24 June, 10am to 4pm
NEW! Art & Craft workshop for Adults: Mixed Media & 
Watercolour 
Tutor: Ann Biggs
Taking inspiration from the museum site, learn how to bring your 
own watercolour paintings to life with a range of classic and modern 
experimental mixed media techniques, making watercolour painting as 
fun as possible. pre-bookable lunches available.pre-bookable lunches available.
£27 (Please bring your own materials) Prior-booking essential. 
T: 01223 860988



News from Gamlingay 
& District History 

Society 
by Peter Wright.

 Professional researcher Liz Carter 
addressed the April meeting with a 
talk that traced the background and 
development of the early twentieth 
century Women’s Suffrage Movement. 
Liz was dressed for the occasion in late 
Victorian costume, and delivered an 
interesting and informative talk that was 
well received by members and guests.

By the time you read this our May 
meeting with guest speaker Mike Petty 
will have taken place, and our June 
meeting will be just around the corner.

 The June meeting consists of a short 
AGM, followed by a social evening, 
when we hope to show members some 
of the results of the photographic project 
we have been engaged on this year. 
This meeting takes place at 7.30 pm on 
Monday June 11th in room three at the 
Village College, and there are likely to 
be some changes on the committee, so 
would all members please try to attend 
to ensure you have your say.

The June AGM and social evening 
marks the end of the History Society 
year, so the next time we meet will be 
on our summer outing, arranged for 
August 5th. Our 2012-2013 season of 
lectures begins in September, and we 
already have a full list of speakers in 

place for the year. Also, on September 
15th, we are planning to display our 
extensive collection of old photographs 
of Gamlingay at the Village Show. 
This will be an excellent time to meet 
Committee members, and hopefully join 
the Society. So please come and see us 
on the day.

Finally, if you are even remotely 
interested in the history of Gamlingay 
you should visit David Allen’s excellent 
website, www.gamlingayphotos.co.uk. 
David’s collection of old pictures of 
Gamlingay is constantly being updated 
and includes photographs of the village 
dating back to Victorian times – well 
worth a visit.

Contact GEAG

For more information, contact the GEAG co-ordinator Brycchan Carey
18 Mill Street, Gamlingay.
01767 651155  contact@geag.org.uk  www.geag.org.uk

- GEAG - 

GEAG usually meets 
on the third Wednesday of 
the month �he meetin�s are�he meetin�s are 
friendly and enjoyable, and 
we usually go to the Cock for 
a pint afterwards��. 

All Welcome.  

Meetin�s are held in the 
Eco-Hub.

The 2012 GEAG Group Bike Ride – Saturday 23rd June

Pump up your tyres, oil your chains and join GEAG to celebrate national bike week on 
Saturday 23rd June�� After the success of last year, we are or�anisin� another free, fun 
and leisurely cycle ride around Gamlin�ay, about 23 miles�� Startin� at 10:00am from 
the Ecohub, the route is undulatin�, follows mainly quiet country roads, and includes a 
couple of cattle �rids�� It �oes throu�h the National �rust Wimpole estate where there is 
a shop so you can buy drinks and snacks or you can bring your own. All are welcome but 
children under 16 must be accompanied�� More information can be found at: http://www��
�ea���or���uk/events��htm or contact Sarah Sanders at sarahsanders@onetel��com�� See you 
there!
Lupin Field Application
At the time of writin� (early May) we do not know what the Parish Council or the District 

Council will decide about the application to build 20 affordable houses on the Lupin 
Field�� What we do know is that over 100 Gamlin�ay households wrote in to object to 

the application! Clearly, Gamlin�ay residents do not want to see the land built on�� GEAG 
has lon� opposed any development on this site, and we will continue to do so into the 

future�� We submitted a detailed response to the application at the start of May and will 
be watching events closely. We will also update our website immediately we receive any 

news, so do pay us a visit at http://www���ea���or���uk or drop Brycchan Carey a line at 
brycchan@brycchancarey��com to be put on the GEAG mailin� list�� 

Power Vacuum - again?

Following the impending 
abdication of the Carbon 
�sar we are S�ILL takin� 
applications to be the next 
SPEP representative for the 
village – anyone? please? 

To be held aT The ecohub 
Monday, 4Th June 2012

4:30 p M To 11:00 pM
TickeTs £5 on The door



News from 
The Lodge 

nature reserve

  by Mark Brandon

       Last year we were talking about the 
lack of rain over the spring and early 
summer period; it’s been a lot different 
this year! Heavy rain and hail storms 
have filled the skies over the last few 
days, and we were worried about some 
of our birds that we know had been on 
the nest. It was a welcome relief to see 
a couple of fluffy baby dunnocks being 
fed by their parents the day after  the 
storm, as we had been watching them 
busily taking food into a thick bush, 
literally just outside the RSPB shop, in 
the period before the heavens opened.
Generally, spring migrants were late 
arriving this year, but we were happy 
to hear and see the first cuckoo on the 
new heath on the 18th April. Others 
were reported in the local area a few 
days before this and with stories of how 
scarce they are becoming its good news 
that we still have a few pairs in this part 
of Bedfordshire.

     The night time events that we hold 
at the Lodge, where we look for bats, 
moths and creatures of the night are a 
highlight of the event calendar for many 
of our visitors. We always have good 
numbers of visitors and people love to 
experience the sights and sounds of The 
Lodge as dusk descends. This summer 
we are once again running a whole se-
ries of events titled, ‘Date with Nature’ 
dusk watches. We will be holding two 
watches a week throughout June, then 
into July and the summer to enjoy this 
special time of day. Numbers are very 
limited so please give us a call to guar-
antee your place.

Events
Date with Nature Dusk watch. 
Sat    16 June    8pm - late
Tues  26 June   8pm- late
An exciting evening event, experienc-

ing the sights and sounds of the reserve 
as darkness creeps over and secretive 
nocturnal creatures begin to emerge!

BOOKING ESSENTIAL. Please pay 
in advance. Events will not run in bad 
weather.

Check for latest news and dates on 
www.rspb.org.uk/thelodge

Cost; RSPB members £4, non mem-
bers £6- including car park and entry.

Bug-ingham palace!
Tues June 5      11am -3pm
A hands on event for youngsters. We’ll 
be building a bug hotel throughout the 
day to make a great home for lots of 
insects, which will help provide natural 
food for the birds at The Lodge. We’ll 
be christening it ‘Bug-ingham Palace’ in 
celebration of the Queen’s Jubilee.
Pop in any time between 11am – 3 pm 
and add a piece to the palace! You can 
either bring your own materials, or use 
ours.
Parking charges apply to non RSPB 
members.£4 per vehicle.

Optics Demo   10 - 4
Thurs 7 June
Our expert will be on hand to demon-
strate the latest binoculars and tele-
scopes. Try them out while enjoying the 
birds on view as well.
Free event, held at The Lodge shop.

Mini beast safari   
Fri June 8    2pm -  4pm        
Kids love finding creepy crawlies. Join 
us to go out and discover the fascinating 
bugs, beetles and mini beasts that live 
on the reserve.
Booking essential. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult.
Cost; adults free, children £4, RSPB 
Wildlife Explorers £3
 Parking charges apply to non RSPB 
members. £4 per vehicle.

Bees, bugs and beasties.
 Fri 29 June      11am-1pm
As part of National Insect week, our 
warden will be showing some of the 
amazing insect life that make their 
homes on the reserve.Many specialist 
ground burrowing wasps and bees can 
be seen at The Lodge, along with rare 
heathland specialities.
Cost: Adults £4,RSPB members £3,chil-
dren £3, RSPB Wildlife explorers £2
Booking advisable

Sat 30 June   21:30 - late
Moth night
Get close- up views of some amazing 
moths as we set our light traps and then 
inspect the catch. This event is run with 
Bedfordshire’s County moth recorders.
Cost; Adults £4, RSPB members £3, 
Children £2, RSPB Wildlife Explorer’s 
£1.
Booking and payment in advance 
essential.

The Gamlingay Photos 
Website

by David Allen

In November of last year I launched 
a new website called ‘Gamlingay 
Photos: A Pictorial History of an 
English Village’. It contains numerous 
restored and repaired vintage photos 
of the village and its people from the 
beginning of the last century onwards 
and was inspired and partly in response 
to James Brown’s excellent book 
‘Villagers: 750 Years of Life in an 
English Village’.

My interest in photo restoration began 
when I started researching my family 
history and discovered a box of old 
photos of my relations. There were 
pictures of grandparents, aunts and 
uncles, some of whom I’d never seen 
before.

Of course, old photos become faded and 
damaged over the years and these were 
no exception and so realising that they 
could easily be lost forever, I started 
looking in to how to repair and restore 
them.

I soon discovered various computer 
software and techniques with which I 
could significantly improve the photos 
and I was amazed how a torn, tattered 
and faded photo could be transformed 
and reprinted.

Later, through a friend I acquired a box 
of old photos of Gamlingay in the early 
20th century and set about restoring 
those whilst at the same time developing 
an interest in local history.
Later still, after attending a History 
Society exhibition at the Gamlingay 
Show, seeing some of the old photos 
they had collected over the years and 
chatting with Chairman Peter Wright I 
decided to set up a web site to display 
them all.

I started off with about 60 pictures 
but thanks to the generosity of people 
contributing photos from their own 
collections there are now over 350 
on the website and 50+ awaiting 
restoration.
6
One of the fascinating aspects of 
looking at old photos of the village 
is discovering how some things have 

changed a great deal whereas others are 
very much the same as they were 100 
years ago.

Of course, there are far more houses 
now than there ever were. An example 
is Waresley Road, where in the 1920s, 
as some of the photos illustrate, there 
were hardly any buildings beyond the 
junction with Cinques Road.
Stocks Lane has also changed a great 
deal since the early 20th century. From 
Church Street to the Church Lane 
junction there were very few houses. 
On the left the area now occupied by 
bungalows was once part of the vicarage 
grounds and on the right the Charnocks 
Close estate was once a park where 
people played cricket, cows and sheep 
grazed, children played and collected 
chestnuts, walnuts and conkers.
Although the main street layout is much 
the same, many of the old houses have 
now gone, many of the shops and pubs 
are now private dwellings and where 
once the roads were little more than 
mud tracks populated by horses, carts 
and people, they are now surfaced and 
overflowing with cars.
Church Street however is much the 
same as it was at the turn of the century 
– the blacksmiths became a grocery 
store and then a Chinese Takeaway, 
the Tailors and general store became 
a chemist, the Royal Oak Pub became 
a garage and then a private dwelling, 
but almost all of the original buildings 
remain. Where possible I have 
attempted to create ‘Then and now’ 
photos to illustrate the changes and 
similarities.
.
The most time consuming aspect of the 
project is the restoration itself. Some 
photos can be tidied up in less than an 
hour whereas others can take a day or 
more.
The greatest reward however is seeing 
them reprinted. Many old photos are 
rather small; often 6” x 4” or less but 
restoration and reprinting at A4 size or 
larger can make a huge difference and is 
well worth the effort expended.
The other major task is dating the 
photos and identifying the people 
shown, especially with the School 
Group photos. For this I’ve had 
invaluable assistance from Peter 
Swannell, Peter Wright and other 
members of the History Society; from 
Jim Brown, Jim Empson, and numerous 
local people.

Without their help and knowledge many 
of the photos would be unlabelled, 
undated and lots of the people displayed 
would be nameless.
#
For me the main purpose of the website 
is to display and preserve a valuable 
part of our history for future generations 
to enjoy.
Original photos stored in lofts and shoe 
boxes will gradually decay over the 
years, suffering increasing damage from 
damp and mould. Eventually they will 
fade beyond repair and be lost forever, 
along with the memories they captured.
However, once there are digital copies 
of the photos there is no need to worry 
about further deterioration because 
digital images do not change. They can 
be copied to CD or DVD for long term 
storage and safe keeping and allow 
additional prints to be made at any time 
in the future.
.
To add your photos to the website and 
preserve them, all I need to do is scan 
them into the computer.
Scanning will not damage the original 
photo in any way and takes only a short 
while, after which they will be returned 
to you. Once I’ve restored them I can 
send you copies which you can then 
have reprinted.
Although I have quite a number of 
photos awaiting restoration I welcome 
more contributions. There are still large 
gaps in Gamlingay’s photo history – the 
war years, VE and VJ Day celebrations, 
the Silver Jubilee celebrations to name 
just a few.
If you have or know of any old photos 
of the village, its people and past events 
that you’d like to share, please get 
in touch and I’ll be happy to restore 
and preserve them, display them on 
the website and send you copies for 
reprinting.
If you don’t have access to the Internet 
but would like to see the photos then the 
Gamlingay History Society are hoping 
to exhibit many of them at the Eco 
Hub in June as part of the forthcoming 
Jubilee celebrations and later at the 
2012 Gamlingay Show.

The website is at www.
gamlingayphotos.co.uk
You can contact me by email at 
gamlingayphotos@gmail.com or 
telephone 01767 651472.

I look forward to hearing from you.
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The Joy of the Harp
by Armande Fryatt

I have been playing the harp for 
several years at my village home in 
East Bedfordshire. I also play at events 
such as weddings around the country. I 
absolutely love my harp and am grateful 
to my dedicated husband supporting 
me in daily practice as well as carrying 
a delicate instrument over 6 feet tall in 
and out of the car!

We were lucky enough to be given 
the opportunity to visit the home of 
harp-making in Northern Italy.  Salvi 
Harps have been based in Piasco since 
1950. Piasco is a breathtaking rustic 
village at the foot of a range of glorious 
mountains in Piedmont. On the first 
night we stayed in a medieval castle 
converted into a hotel which only added 
to the excitement of the trip!

The Salvi factory was located behind a 
pasta factory, which tickled me. 
Surprisingly enough, Salvi looked just 
like any warehouse on the estate but 
when we opened the doors the place 
came alive with wood and craftspeople 
busily working their magic.

At the start of the visit we were given 
an exclusive tour of Salvi’s private 
collection by Vincenzo, Salvi’s 
representative, and also the curator of 

the museum; throughout the whole trip 
we were so impressed by the courtesy 
of these gentlemen. We were struck by 
how passionately the curator explained 
his work, carefully restoring and 
preserving each harp throughout the 
collection.

We were then invited to see the whole 
process of creating a harp from the 
initial cut of the wood to the final 
tuning of the strings. Again, we were 
struck by the skill and dedication of 
every artisan there. You’ll be surprised 
to read that the neck and soundboard 
are made of at least twenty layers of 
finely sanded wood all glued together. 
They are shaped and stored at different 
temperatures to achieve a resonant 
sound. The pillar is hand carved 
and sometimes inlaid or decorated 
with marquetry. A team of skilled 
craftspeople use fine sheets of gold 
leaf to decorate the harp. The pedals 
are created from iron rods which are 
fixed inside the pillar. The strings are 
imported from a company in England 
who use the same strings for tennis 
rackets! The whole process can take 
many months and even years depending 
on how intricate the design is. My 
overall impression was the immense 
level of skill by every artisan working 
there.

The next time you hear 
a harp you can certainly 
appreciate not only the 
skill of the performer 
but all those dedicated 
to producing such a 
magical instrument.
Armande can be 
contacted on 08450 020 
180 or by visiting www.
theweddingharpist.net

Homeopathy
by Mike Brettle

A recent edition of ‘The Villager’ 
(a poor imitation of the Gazette) 
published an anonymous article about 
homeopathy. I thought maybe The 
Gazette might be the place for one too, 
but not anonymous.

Homeopathy is treating sick people 
with substances that create the same 
symptoms as the illness. It was devised 
by Dr Hahnemann 200 years ago who 
treated patients with arsenic. The idea 
is that illnesses that have the same 
symptoms as arsenic poisoning will be 
cured with arsenic. He said that using 
more dilute solutions of arsenic actually 
gave better results and fewer side 
effects. This is the basis of homeopathy 
which uses dilutions measured in 
hundredths or ‘Cs’. A 1C solution has 
been diluted by a factor of 100, a 2C 
solution by 100 x 100 or 10,000 and so 
on. The dilutions rapidly become very 
large. A 40C solution for example has 
been diluted by a factor of 1 followed 
by 80 noughts. Solutions to 100C 
are used. Soon after Dr Hahnemann 
founded homeopathy Amadeo Avogadro 
worked out the number of molecules 
in a sample of typically a few tens 
of grams of substance. It came out at 
around 10 followed by 23 noughts 
(known by scientists as ‘Avogadro’s 
number’). This means that homeopathic 
solutions are so dilute that they do not 
have any of the original substance left. 
To illustrate this consider a sphere with 
a diameter of 150 million kilometres 
(the distance between the earth and the 
sun). A 30C solution of this volume 
would contain maybe one molecule 
of the original substance. However 
according to homeopaths water has a 
kind of memory. Even if none of the 
original substance is left the water 
not only remembers the substance but 
becomes increasingly ‘positivised’ 
with each dilution. It is not that simple 
however. Consider a rat urinating in 
Grafham Water. The urine dissolves in 
the reservoir to give, by my reckoning, 
something like a 10C solution. Does 
this mean we have positivised 10C 
homeopathic rat urine coming out of 
our taps? No, homeopaths say that 
for positivisation to work the mixing 
has to be done in a special way. The 
glass tube containing the substance 
being diluted and positivised has to be 

struck 10 times against leather and 10 
times against wood for the dilution, 
or succussion as it is called, to work.  
Factories where homeopathic remedies 
are mass produced sometimes have 
computer controlled robots doing the 
tapping. Usually homeopathic medicine 
is taken as sugar tablets into which 
the homeopathic solution is dissolved. 
This then evaporates away leaving its 
memory on the sugar.

OK, let’s cut to the chase, so far 
everything I have said has precisely 
followed mainstream homeopathy.
 
Homeopathy breaks more laws of 
physics than a whole series of Star 
Trek but is there any evidence that it 
works? No, there is not. Rather than 
getting bogged down with endless 
unsubstantiated claims I will mention 
only the research most widely claimed 
to support homeopathy, a study by a 
scientist called Jacques Benveniste. 
Claiming to show a memory effect 
in water he published his work in 
the journal ‘Nature’. He was unable 
to duplicate his results in rigorously 
controlled conditions and his results 
have not been reliably duplicated by 
anyone else. The sceptic James Randi 
has offered a prize of 1 followed by 
6 noughts dollars to anyone who can 
distinguish a homeopathic solution 
from ordinary water, in independently 
controlled conditions, by any means 
whatever, including biological means or 
clinical trials. It remains unclaimed.

So why do we hear of so many 
anecdotal success stories for 
homeopathy? This seems to be classic 
placebo effect. Something that makes 
us think we will feel better is likely to 
do so for straightforward psychological 
reasons. The placebo effect is very 
powerful, scarily so to me. Trials of 
conventional medicines have to be very 
rigidly controlled to avoid it. In so-
called ‘double blind’ tests one group of 
subjects is given the treatment under test 
another group a ‘placebo’, something 
indistinguishable from the real thing. 
Even the doctor giving out the pills 
does not know which is which to avoid 
subconscious signals being passed to 
the subjects (incidentally what to use 

as a placebo in a trial of homeopathic 
remedies is not a trivial question). 
Many of us experience the strength of 
the placebo effect at an early age - “let 
mommy kiss it better”.

Is there a problem with homeopathy 
if we just view it as some harmless 
superstition that genuinely makes 
people feel better? Some twists to 
homeopathy are quite amusing. For 
example the ultra distance runner Jim 
Rogers who openly talks about taking 
homeopathic solutions of banned 
substances, undetectable he says. What 
about the legality of homeopathic Class 
A drugs? And so on. 

Actually there are big problems with 
homeopathy.

Firstly cost, the NHS spends £4 million 
a year on homeopathic remedies. This 
money could provide real treatment.

Secondly, homeopathic medicine 
may be used instead of real, even life 
saving, treatment. For example charities 
supporting homeopathy promote 
homeopathic remedies for AIDS to 
African politicians. I find this obscene.

So, patient reader, if you are ever 
tempted by a homeopathic remedy 
please remember that rat peeing in 
Grafham Water.



YOUR LOCAL SOLICITORS

Legal Eagle
9 Reasons to make a will

There is a large percentage of the population who do not 
have a legally-binding will. Given the relatively low cost of 
having one professionally prepared and even stored for 
you, there is no excuse not to have one.

Here is a reminder of the reasons why we all need to make a will:

1.	 so	you	get	to	choose	who	benefits	from	your	estate
- without a will, the intestacy rules apply
- if couples die together, there is a presumption that the younger survived the elder, so 

everything goes to the younger’s relatives if the couple have no children
- without a will there is no provision for unmarried partners (ie co-habitees)

2. to ensure your wishes are binding
- the executors dealing with your will are required to comply with certain rules
- home-made wills need to be regarded with caution

3. to make sure the funeral arrangements you want are clear
- if you have never spoken about these arrangements it is still important to make your next of 

kin aware of your wishes as the funeral may have taken place before the will is even found 
and read

 
4. to have your say about your children
- you can appoint formal, legal guardians
- if you want someone to care for your children who would not usually be considered their 

next of kin (ie not the surviving parent), then you can explain your reasons

5. to safeguard your business
- you ideally need to consider in advance tax points such as IHT (Inheritance Tax) relief
- you can decide who to leave as the majority shareholder – although this would need to also 

be in accordance with any shareholders agreement

6. so you can give to charity
- many charities rely heavily on bequests
- these gifts are free of IHT

7. to enable you to make minor bequests
- the intestacy rules simply split your entire estate into percentages
- you may prefer to make individual bequests of personal items eg jewellery

8. so you can choose your own executors
- you can save money with less professional involvement if you appoint friends or relatives  
 as your executors
- by naming the executors yourself, it ensures only those you trust are left in charge of your  
 estate
- you can avoid overburdening your next of kin (particularly if left bereft with young children 

to care for, or if elderly) as there is a presumption they will deal with the estate if there is no 
will

 
9. to take advantage of some tax planning
- getting professional advice on a will includes reviewing your IHT position
- you can consider making provision for paying the IHT

If you would like to make a will, please contact our James Blakemore on 01763 255120 or 
email him at james.blakemore@curwens.co.uk

Report from 

  One day I will be 
able to report that we 
have finished the Hub. It’s a dream I 
cherish alongside the one about the 
lottery and the visit from Angelina 
Jolie. It seems there are so many 
things that need attention – from 
finishing touches to the building to 
websites, financial reports to meetings 
after meetings and endless paperwork. 
In the last month I gave a short 
presentation to the Parish Council 
on the Hub and its progress – which 
was a little bit weird as the place and 
its progress are self evident but it 
went well and I was pleased to tell 
everybody about the great success of 
the place and that we had generated 
enough business to ensure our first 
year target would be met (hooray! I’d 
call for champagne but we don’t want 
to drink the profit!). But who would 
have thought that the drains would 
get tested to the extent they were. I 
hope that by the time you read this 
things have changed dramatically 
because currently the rain just keeps 
coming and coming. If you went to 
the Hub to vote early on May 3rd you 
will have seen the vast pool of water 
in the car park because the ancient 
drains have not seen such water since 
Noah parked against the bright green 
railings to ask for directions. 
 Yes – The election. It’s just too easy 
to say we had hundreds of visitors that 
day – I’d like to think it was the Hub 
that attracted them but I’m not that 
daft. Sebastian Kindersley however 
was delighted at a personal level. He 
used to have to stand out in the rain 
of the old building (remember?) to 
ensure compliance with voting laws 
about how close you can be. With the 
new centre he can conform and keep 
warm (and dry) so just for a change 
- we got his vote!.
 As I said – the finishing touches 
continue. We are installing a hearing 
loop in the building. This was always 
part of the design but somehow the 
equipment vanished for a few weeks 
until it was found in a storeroom 
somewhere. In response to public 
demand we have painted the kerb 
stones. They were a trip hazard at 
night and I am one of the ones that 

did the field research on that one. 
Hutchinsons’ Builders have had a 
man on site for the last month doing 
what’s called snagging. These are all 
the little things that need to be done 
when you finish a building – putting 
switches the right way up, stopping 
a door from sticking, a window from 
rattling and all the other little bits that 
you discover after moving in.
 The hirers have been having a good 
time with quite a few parties taking 
place in the last month. Mums and 
toddlers group is growing rapidly and 
the Day Nursery in the Kingspan hall 
has been open for a couple of weeks. 
They have a massive array of toys and 
educational equipment for the kids. 
Staff are on hand every day so that 
you can just drop by with children 
and leave them at short notice – or 
make arrangements for longer term 
daily care. Yoga groups have got 
themselves into a great position in 
the Kingspan hall – but that’s just my 
little joke - and the players have been 
rehearsing something that involves a 
lot of shouting and running around. 
(‘oh no it doesn’t - oh yes it does’). 
For those with a taste for it – why not 
join in the kick boxing? Personally I 
know why I can’t and shouldn’t (thank 
you Doctor) but younger people 
might like to let off some steam. I was 
always told that in Boxing there was 
no kicking and in football there was 
no punching – this seems to be a mad 
attempt to combine banned actions 
from other sports into a fun way of 
breaking rules. Knock yourselves out 
guys. More gentile activities exist 

for painters and slimmers and let us 
not forget to mention the LIBRARY! 
- sorry ( ssshh) the library…whose 
membership is rising rapidly and 
whose book collection has improved 
through the interlibrary loans system 
which is online and able to deliver 
almost any book you care to ask for.
 One of the things not finished – and 
which will probably never be finished 
is the development plan. We are 
adding facilities all the time. Soon to 
arrive will be four computers for the 
IT area, and a scanner to give access 
to job pages and other services related 
to internet. We are still discussing the 
grounds around the building which 
need planting - but we still have to 
find the money for that. (Any willing 
donors please contact us!)
 You might be tired of hearing me ask 
for more volunteers. So I wont ask 
again. I will not be telling you about 
how much fun can be had and how 
much we value the work done by 
them. No mention of the gratitude of 
an entire community and the access to 
coffee and tea that only a Hub such as 
ours can provide. No – not a word.
As always – contact Andrea 
Hutchison on 07980 612077   for 
booking details and do have a look 
around the web-site which is being 
added to daily.  Www.eco-hub.info.
Any great ideas are welcome – so let 
us know what you think of the Hub 
and what it could be offering.
 
Warm Regards to all
John Mercer, Chair – Gamlingay eco-
hub



 
 

RECYCLED ARTS & CRAFTS LESSONS 
EVERY MONDAY AT THE GAMLINGAY ECO HUB FROM  

7:00pm – 8:30pm 
£9 a session (booked in advance, £10 on the door or book any 5 

sessions and get the 6th free). All bits and pieces included to make 
some beautiful new things from old. So come along and learn new 

skills, have a lot of fun and meet new people! 

Lots more fun to come!! All ages and abilities welcome. Full class 
schedule available at the eco hub, on their website and on my 

Facebook: natty.knits@hotmail.co.uk. Please feel free to ask me any 
questions by email or contact felicity on: 07706280221 or 01767650997 

Dressmaking lessons are also available, one to one tutorials by the 
hour; learn how to make your own garments and then enjoy showing 

them off! Contact me for details.  

June 11th Decoupage Learn how to decoupage and 
revamp the old to transform it to 
new. Either bring something you 
would like to work on (mirror, 
lamp, picture frame), and any 
paper you like the look of or a 

selection of pieces will be 
available.  

June 18th  Rag Rugs: loop 
(No sew) 

Learn how to make a stunning 
rug using scraps of old fabric, 

Bring any old clothes, bed sheets, 
fabric you like -  also a selection 

will be available.  
June 25th Jewellery: 

recycling lovers 
Make gorgeous jewellery and be 
the envy of your friends, use your 
imagination to create your own 

design using stuff you would 
normally throw away!!  

      
Biggleswade Sandy Lions Club
A member of Lions International, the largest voluntary service organisation in the world.

THANKS CHARLES

Charles Wicksteed was born in Leeds in 1847, the son of a clergyman.  After an engineering 
apprenticeship he set up a  steam plough contracting business in Norfolk at the age of 21.  In 1871 he 
moved to Kettering and went on to set up an engineering workshop.

In 1913 he bought an area of land near Kettering.  He wanted to create an open space for local families, 
many of whom lived in houses with no gardens, so that their children had to play in the streets.  With his 
engineering company he provided both seats and playground equipment.  Wicksteed Park was born, one 
of the first leisure parks in Great Britain.  Indeed, he provided equipment for many such parks in Europe.

Besides the fun of the roller coasters, flume and pirate ship and rides there is also a nature reserve and 
147 acres of restful parkland.  He designed the railway but sadly he died before it opened in Easter 1931.  
“Cheyenne” one of the engines was built in Bedford.

In June this year, as in previous years, we will be taking a full coach of disadvantaged families, who 
wouldn’t normally have such a day out, to Wicksteed Park.  In addition, we also invite Bedfordshire 
Young Carers and give them a much needed break.  We pay for not only the coach, but also for admission 
and access to all the rides and attractions, as well as providing a picnic lunch.  It is thanks to you and your 
kind and generous support at our fundraising events that we can do this, one of our key events of the year.  

Would you like to help raise money for events like this, take part in running them and enjoy our social life 
as well?  To find out more, visit www.biggeswadesandylions.org.uk.  or speak  to a  member on 0845 833 
9749.  Quite simply, our motto is - 

WE SERVE



Advance Notice...
Does Gamlingay have talent?

Come and find out on Saturday 13 October 2012
An evening of family entertainment at the Gamlingay 

Ecohub - not to be missed
This fun competition will be open to all – individuals, 

families or groups of any age.  Application forms will be 
available soon.  If you are a budding musician, actor, 

dancer or comedian, start practising now and join us in 
October to prove that Gamlingay does have talent.

For more information about this and other events at St 
Mary’s visit www.gamlingaychurch.co.uk 

Voting at The Hub

If you haven’t voted yet,
Make haste to HUB – all in the wet.
The lime green paint will guide you there,
To jump in the puddles – if you dare!
Lots of space for you to park,
And in the warmth you then can mark,
Your choice of candidates – one “x”,
Then place your vote in ballot box.

The poor ‘old’ building, sorry sight,
Is now The Hub – all filled with light.
No need to doubt decisions made,
This good foundation stone is laid,
For future generations’ gain,
And sun we’ll have, as well as rain!

P.S. The Hub – it has my vote.

Gill Spaul
3rd May 2012

Gamlingay welcomes
New Landlady and Landlord 

to The Wheatsheaf
Prior to taking over at the Wheatsheaf, Dave 
and Tina Rieley ran the Old Talbot in Hilton, 
Derbyshire for around 6 years. In that time the 
pub gained a reputation for the quality of its real ales. The 
Old Talbot was listed in the CAMRA Good Beer Guide 
for three years running and was nominated for Derby 
CAMRA Country Pub of the Year for 2011. They came 
third.

Sadly they had to move out of the Old Talbot owing to 
the lack of support from Enterprise Inns and were ‘head 
hunted’ by Admiral Taverns to get the Travellers Rest in 
Draycott, Derbyshire up and running - it had been closed 
for around a year. 
We believe that the Travellers now has a growing 
reputation for quality of beer, service, etc. but the reality 
is that Draycott has too many pubs and does not have 
any true destination appeal and so, with the support of 
Admiral Taverns, Dave and Tina are taking over the 
Wheatsheaf.

Both the Old Talbot and the Travellers were Caskmarque 
accredited and they hope to be able to fix their award 
plaques to the wall fairly soon!



NEWS FROM SUNSHINE 
PRESCHOOL

WI Hall, Waresley Road, Gamlingay, Phone: 07703 770676
Email: sunshinepreschool@btinternet.com , Website: www.sunshine-gamlingay.

ik.org

Improvements to our garden 
– now complete
As you will see from the 
photographs, all the hard work in 
the Pre-school garden has paid off 
as the children are now enjoying 
the new playhouse, sandpit and 
raised beds. Sharon Cutter (Store 
Manager) and Alison Gray (Team 
Manager) from the Co-Op (Church 
Street, Gamlingay) came down 
to have a look at the playhouse 
which had been purchased with 
the £300 raised through their 
raffle back in March. Sharon told 
us “We are very happy to have 
supported a local Pre-school in 
this way. The staff all dressed 
up on the day of the 
raffle and many of our 
customers gladly bought 
tickets and contributed 
as they remember their 
own children attending 
the Pre-school”.  Thank 
you to all the staff at 
the Co-Op.

We would also like to thank D’Arcy 
Landscapes for doing a great job 
cutting and laying paving slabs. 
Also, thank you to Madingley 
Mulch for their generous 
discounts on compost and sand.

Places available
We have some places available 
for new children to start with 
us this term, so if you would like 
more information please contact 
Ann on the contact details given 
above. We are now able to accept 
children into Preschool sessions 
from the age of 2 years old 
(previously 2½ years). 

Left to right: Sharon 
Cutter (Co-Op Store 
Manager), Hayley Hunt 
(Pre-school Chairperson) 
and Alison Gray (Co-Op 
Team Manager)



WHAT’S ON IN JUNE WHAT’S ON IN JUNE

Over 50’s walks meet at Ecohub car park. New members welcome.  Ring 654 891 
for further information

Thursday 21st June, Wednesday 
18th July, Thursday 16th August

History Society

Monday, 11th June 7:30pm Room 3 GVC AGM

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New 
members most welcome. tel: 651 025 .

Gardening Club

Wednesday, 6th June Visit Jean Venning’s garden, Grove Lodge at Deepdale, POtton

W I 7.30pm WI Hall

Tuesday, 19th June Mr Bob Harding-Jones ‘Laughter in the Village’

Tuesday, 17th July Mr Mark Davis ‘Signs of the World’

Parental Forum, GVC 7 to 8pm Gamlingay Village College

Tuesday, 19th June Forum meeting

Total wellness workout NB Bring some water to drink and an exercise mat or a towel for 
floor work. £5 per class 

Thursdays 7.30-8.30pm at St Mary’s Church Hall (near the Emplins).

Fridays 9.30-10.30am at St Mary’s Church Hall (near the Emplins)

Social Club from 9pm, new members welcome

Soup lunches every fourth Wednesday of the month

Wednesday, 23rd June 12:30pm start

Police surgeries

12th June 7.30pm Community Centre (eco-hub)

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, 
refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, Eco hub.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting, Eco hub.

Hatley Parish Council
For information contact the Clerk on 650 379 or email parish-
clerk@hatley.info. Further information can be found on the website 
www.hatley.info or noticeboards

Quarterly meetings: 

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. Members of the 
public are always welcome to attend these meetings which are now 
held quarterly on the third Tuesday of the months of January, May, 
July and October..

The Gazette

Monday, 4th June Copy deadline for July/August double edition.

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Dawson on 654 830 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month Meeting venue varies.

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call 
Geoff Bruerton on 650748.

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown.

1st and 3rd Monday of each month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.

Guild of St Mary’s Church Hall 8pm, all welcome.

Monday, 18th June Outing to Ameycespa Recycling Plant and Emmaus



Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on 
District Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley, and Bridget 
Smith

Keeping us abreast on 
County Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley

continued from page 30

continued on page 31 continued on page 32

Your Councillors are always ready to 
help. If you have any questions about 
these - or indeed any other - matters, 
please do not hesitate to contact County 
Councillor Sebastian Kindersley on 
01767 651982 or skindersley@hotmail.
com or write to the Manor Barn, East 
Hatley, SG19 3JA. District Councillor 
Bridget Smith is on 01767 650510 or 
bridget@glockling.com 

Elections

A big THANK YOU to everyone who 
supported my re-election at the start 
of May. It was a real pleasure to see 
many old friends and new at the Polling 
Station in Gamlingay. We are working 
our way through all the issues raised 
but as usual please feel free to get in 
touch. The political balance at South 
Cambs is now Conservative 33 (+1), Lib 
Dems 16 (-2), Independents 7 (+1) and 
Labour 1 (-). This is how it will remain 
(barring accident etc) for two years as 
2013 is County Council elections.  The 
two seats that changed hands did so by 
one vote and two votes – which all goes 
to show your vote does count!

As you may recall it was raining 
very hard on Election Day so another 
big thank you to the Drainage Lorry 
that we hijacked and asked to rod the 
blocked drain in the car park – at least 
we now know where the blockage is 
– thank you chaps! 

Superfast Broadband

Nice to see the County Council 
actually getting on with this now…
It’s really important that we have 

access to Superfast Broadband (or 
indeed to ANY broadband for some 
of us e.g. me) for both home and 
business users. PLEASE visit www.
connectingcambridgeshire.co.uk  to 
sign up – basically this is a race where 
those residents who register in the 
highest numbers get their exchanges 
done first. It only takes a few minutes to 
register and will make a big difference. 
If you have multiple numbers on your 
premises – business, pleasure or both 
please sign up for each number. 

Connecting Cambridgeshire has been 
launched to provide access to superfast 
broadband to at least 90% of homes and 
businesses across Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough, and better broadband 
connections for all other premises 
by 2015. But we cannot do it without 
you. We need residents, businesses, 
parishes, and community groups across 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough to 
show suppliers where there is most 
demand for broadband. Please – do it 
now! Thank you!

Lupin Field

We have received more objection to 
development of the Lupin Field than 
any other issue we can remember. 
Thanks to all those residents who have 
worked tirelessly to raise the profile of 
the planning application (so everyone 
is aware of it); supplied evidence and 
photos, written letters and e-mails 
and attended the public meetings. 
Of course we will be reflecting your 
views if and when it comes to Planning 
Committee. The main objection from 
residents is that the development is 
outside the village boundary and will 
lead to further development.  Most 
people acknowledge the need for more 
affordable and rental housing in the 
village but feel that this is the wrong 
sort of development and in the wrong 
place.  There are also a large number of 
concerns around flooding, access and 
threats to wildlife.

Incident in Post Office

There was an incident recently at the 
Post Office which resulted in a man 
being arrested by the police.  He has 
subsequently been detained under the 
mental health act and will be hopefully 
be receiving help.  This incident 
was preceded by a couple of other 

unpleasant events.  Bridget has been 
working very hard to ensure that there 
is an adequate police presence in the 
village to deal with any perceived threat 
and has been very pleased with the 
seriousness with which the police have 
dealt with this matter.  The District 
Council are also working hard to ensure 
that the community are not put at any 
further risk.  If you have experienced 
any problems of this nature it is 
imperative that you report them to the 
police and let Bridget know as well.  It 
is all of our responsibility to make sure 
that people who need help get it but also 
to ensure that the public are kept safe.

Housing 

We are dealing with an increasing 
case load involving housing problems.  
South Cambs District Council now 
has a significant number of homeless 
families living in B&B accommodation 
due to a very serious shortage of rental 
accommodation.  Even families deemed 
to be ‘priorities’ are having to wait 
many months to be rehoused and single 
people and couples can really only 
hope to be housed in the private sector.  
We can, however, offer help to people 
to acquire private sector housing and 
in some cases this includes financial 
assistance with deposits and removal 
costs.  The issue of homelessness is 
about to become even more acute 
once the government’s capping of 
housing benefit kicks in. This will 
mean that maximum housing benefit 
will no longer cover the cost of a 3 or 
4 bedroom house.  The situation will 
be further exacerbated when people 
living in houses deemed to be under 
occupied e.g. a couple in a 3 bed house, 
will only be able to get the amount of 
benefit to cover a house considered the 
correct size for them.  Thus, if you have 
brought up your family in a 3 bed house 
and your children have left home, you 
will only receive housing benefit for a 
1 bed flat or house. If you think you are 
going to experience housing or benefit 
problems in the future ACT NOW – we 
will try and help.

Street Cleanliness

Street cleanliness continues to be an 
issue for a number of villages, be it 
dog fouling in Gamlingay or Croydon, 
or litter in Arrington or Longstowe.  

Bridget will be instigating a Scrutiny 
Committee Task and Finish Group to 
look into how South Cambs District 
Council should be supporting its 
parishes to deal with these nuisances.  
Please contact her if you would like to 
be involved in further consultation.

Green End Development Gamlingay

There is still no planning application 
for the redevelopment of the Green 
End Industrial Site.  We have had 
a very useful meeting to discuss 
the many issues to do with this site 
and are now awaiting a redrafted 
proposal which will, hopefully, take 
into consideration all the points we 
made.  These include such things as 
where the current businesses using 
the site are relocated to, the nature 
of the employment provision, the 
provision of open recreational spaces, 
access to the site, the percentage of 
affordable homes, how environmentally 
sustainable the houses are, and so on.  
Once the proposal is received there 
will be further opportunities for you 
to feedback your own comments and 
opinions.

 Northstowe

The Northstowe Development 
Framework and the outline planning 
application for Phase 1 were submitted 
on the 27 February by the joint 
promoters Gallaghers and Homes and 
Communities Agency. The application, 
which includes proposals for 1,500 
homes, a primary school, recycling
centre and 3.5 ha of employment land, 
is now subject to public consultation; 
and it is to be hoped that a decision is 
made by the end of the year. “What do 
I care?” we hear you cry … Well – as 
taxpayers we are paying for a great 
deal of work on this. Our concerns are 
that the necessary infrastructure for a 
new town needs to be well planned and 
delivered and it won’t be with this small 
level of development. And of course 
there are still no plans to deal with the 
A14…

Adoption

Adoption is an important service which 
tends to get on and do the work with 
few fireworks but much hard work. The 
new focus on adoption has continued 
with a new national action Plan (good) 
and news that authorities in England 

Dear Editor,

I would like to propose a peon of praise 
to our Editor Jackie Hough.  She and 
her Father in law Rod give up three 
days every month to the benefit of our 
villa�e entirely without remuneration��  
How would we manage now without 
the Gazette ?  We all rely on it for 
the dissemination of information on 
matters that concern us��  �HANK YOU 
JACKIE AND ROD 

Rosalind Groton



by clerks Leanne Bacon and 
Kirstin Rayner

continued from page 31
will only get an outstanding rating for 
adoption if they place children within 
12 months. In Cambridgeshire we have 
(comparatively) high rates of adoption, 
low rates of breakdowns and on average 
it takes 1.5 years to place a child. 
Although one of the best timescales 
Government’s expectation is one year. 
So we are putting some effort into 
helping things along. 

Sham Marriages

I got quite excited about this headline 
but sadly it turned out to be quite a 
serious issue. The County Council’s 
Registration service continues to work 
with the UK Borders Agency to address 
a high level of sham marriages and 
associated criminal activity. Arrests 
made in the Cambridge Register Office 
resulted in convictions and prison 
sentences for the perpetrators, and 
the arrest of a number of solicitors 
in London. The team continue to be 
vigilant, and further arrests were made 
during April. Who knew? 

Cambridge Science Park Station

Some residents have been in touch 
asking for detail about the proposed 
second railway station in Cambridge. 
Discussions are taking place (this is 
the scariest sentence to read in local 
government btw) with the Department 
for Transport to agree the detail of the 
project. What is fairly certain is that 
the station will have three platforms 
and initially is likely to be served by at 
least three northbound/four southbound 
trains per hour. A new Busway access 
will be provided from Milton Road, 
and pedestrian and cycle links will be 
provided to the surrounding residential 
areas and Business parks. Car access 
will be via Cowley Road. An ambitious 
project plan aims for the station to open 
in 2015 (unless managed by the County 
Council in which case 2025…).

Casework
Your Councillors are here to help you. 
Please do feel free to contact us with 
comments, questions, problems or 
complaints. We hope we can help but if 
we can’t we are likely to know someone 
who can!   

Dear Mr Cowan,
I’ve been passed the two images you sent on to Roderick Starksfield originating from 
the Chronicle.  I would like to include them in an edition of The Gazette, but wonder 
whether you have any idea of ’who is who’ in either of the two photographs. I’ve 
only lived here for 17 years, so my knowledge of which ‘mum’ is which for example, 
does not date as far back as this.
 
I assume from your address that you are no longer local, but wonder whether 
you have any reminiscences you’d like to offer to The Gazette. Readers seem to 
particularly enjoy any recollections from Gamlingay’s past. - Ed

Do you remember this?

Dear Editor,
Yes, you are right, we are no longer local.  In fact we are about as far away as 
possible - any further and we’d start coming back.   We only lived in Gamlingay 
about 6½ years but remember the village and those years with great fondness.   
Whenever we are in England, we like to drop into Gamlingay to see how it looks 
and I have visited often on Google Earth.  

Attached is a modified version of the Biergarten photo.   Those I can name are 1 
David Cowans 2 David Noble 3 Kath Noble 4 Judith Dawson and are numbered 
on the photo.   We are still working on the Mothers and Toddlers photo and will get 
back to you further as soon as we can.

I see there is to be a celebration at GVC on 21 March and wonder if they would also 
like to have the photo.  We did, from memory, 3 biergärten the original idea having 
come from Ingrid Broderick who was then the German evening class teacher.   This 
photo was from the first which was held on 6 July 1974 and entry - including food 

continued on page 34

Agendas and Minutes are available on the website www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk

£1.2m investment for Gamlingay

Gamlingay Parish Council are pleased to announce that exchange of contracts has 
occurred, allowing the granting of outline planning permission for Station Road 
mixed development of housing and light industry which was originally discussed in 
2009.
South Cambs District Council, Cambridgeshire County Council and Gamlingay 
Parish Council have secured the following contributions from Merton College, 
Oxford on behalf of the community to support the expansion of the village. These 
benefits are summarised below:-
1) Provision for open space at Millbridge Brook, open space maintenance 
contributions (£43K) and development costs (£200k)
2) Land transfer of St Mary’s Field and Lower field to Gamlingay Parish Council 
with £60k development costs (potential new cemetery/recreational open space)
3) 99 year lease of land at Dutter End for allotment provision, with £25k 
development costs.
4) Permissive footpaths to Gamlingay Wood, and circular route from behind Honey 
Hill/Mill Street to Millbridge brook.
5) Contribution of £700k to Gamlingay Eco Hub (Community Centre)
6) Up to £200k contribution to a Youth Pavillion at the Recreation Ground, Stocks 
Lane, Gamlingay
7) Up to £300k towards parking improvements in central Gamlingay (Church Street)
8) Street lighting contribution to improve lights along Station Road/Church Lane 
(£10k)
Other benefits agreed by District and County Council:
a) 40% of all dwellings are to be affordable dwellings either for rent or shared 
ownership/lease basis (currently about 34 dwellings) (District Council)
b) £75k to upgrade and enhance two bus stops at Stocks Lane/Blythe Way and two 
bus stops at Church Street/Waresley Road (County Council)
c) Development of self- contained business units adjoining the existing industrial 
estate and marketing strategy. (District Council)
d) Noise attenuation works /buffer between industrial estate/KMG and new dwellings 
(District Council)
e) Pre school education contribution of £71k for Gamlingay pre-schools to 
improvements in facilities. (County Council)
f) Health care contribution of £41k for the improvement of health care facilities 
including an extension to Gamlingay Surgery (County Council)
g) New cycleway/footpath along frontage of Station Road to the school (County 
Council)
These benefits will be provided over the period of the construction of the 
development for the benefit of existing and new residents of the village.
The Parish Council welcome involvement of residents in formulating plans for the 
new facilities.

Lupin Field

S/0556/12/FL- Erection of 20 affordable dwellings with associated external works-
land to the north of Heath Road, Gamlingay- known as the Lupin Field
The Parish Council recommended refusal to South Cambs District Council. The 
Council received over 84 responses from households, all opposing the development. 
The reasons given related to planning policy HG/5- the site did not fulfil all criteria 
stipulated in this policy. Council had significant concerns about highway safety, 
visual impact, significant concerns about ecological value of the site being lost to 

local residents, significant concerns 
over flooding and  drainage-suitability 
in relation to proximity to the stream 
and springs which appear on site. The 
Council was also very concerned that 
as an exception site, the site is isolated 
and not well related to main services of 
the village. The Council is supportive 
of affordable housing but deemed this 
location inappropriate. Significant 
housing development is already planned 
for this community including affordable 
housing for local needs.

Other Parish Council news…..
Sarah Groom was elected Chair of the 
Parish Council at its May meeting.  
A vote of thanks was made to the 
outgoing Chair, Nick Telford – Reed, 
by Councillors and members of the 
public for his input to the Council.  It 
was acknowledged by all present that 
the past 3 years have been extremely 
challenging.
Working parties – the Parish Council 
invite interest from members of the 
community with relevant skills to 
contribute to the following working 
parties:
Cemetery and Churchyards, Allotments, 
Transport (including improvements to 
Church Street), Library, Emergency 
Planning

Please contact the Clerks on   
gamlingaypc@lineone.net  or phone 
650310 or drop in to the office at the 
Eco Hub if you are interested in getting 
involved. 
Annual Parish Meeting – 18 members of 
the public attended to hear a summary 
of activities over the past year given by 
community groups including Gamlingay 
Environmental Action Group, 
Gamlingay Residents Association and 
Gamlingay Community Centre Ltd.  
All Parish Council meetings are open to 
the public and there is always a public 
open forum at which members of the 
public are welcome to speak about any 
agenda item.  Meetings take place in the 
Eco Hub on the second Tuesday of the 
month (with the exception of August) 
at 7.30pm.  Please come along and see 
your Parish Council at work!



Sunday @ 6
If you are interested in an alternative style of worship then do join us for our next 
service. This type of worship now forms a regular part of our evening services on 

the fourth Sunday of each month, alternating with other styles which include formal 
Evensong and Taize services.

As before, the main part of the service will be the singing of worship songs and 
there will also be prayers, a reading and a short talk, all in a very informal setting. So 

if this kind of Christian worship appeals to you, or you are just inquisitive, then do 
join us. 

If you have come before, please come again and bring your friends. If you have not 
been before, then why not give it a try? You will be most welcome.

St Mary the Virgin 
– Grand Raffle

£100 cash and other 
prizes

To be drawn on 3 June 
2012 following our
Special Diamond 
Jubilee Service

continued from page 33

and entertainment - cost £1.00.  I still 
have a ticket. 

It was organised by the Gamlingay 
Village College Members’ Association.  
We strung a huge net in the hall at 
about 2m height and went out to collect 
bracken which was then strewn across 
the net.    This gave a very intimate feel 
to the venue but did also come with 
the risk of bugs falling into customers’ 
drinks!  The problem came next day 
when we had to dispose of the bracken.   
I seem to remember that we burned it 
the first 2 years but couldn’t do that in 
1976 due to high fire risk - that was the 
year of the long, hot summer.

More general memories:

We came to Gamlingay in 1971 and 
bought the house at 1 Maple Court.   
We were the first owners and were 
surrounded by similar people - mostly in 
their 20’s and broke once the mortgage 
was paid - so we had lots in common.   
There were 4 Davids living in adjoining 
or close houses - at first when any of 
the girls called out “David!”, we all 
appeared.   Soon none of us appeared as 
we could all say that we thought the call 
was for one of the others!

On the day we moved in, we worked 

hard opening boxes and setting up 
furniture.  Late in the day, we realised 
that we had nothing to eat so popped up 
to Knibbs and got some ham.   That was 
the best ham I ever had and I thought 
that if this is country living, I’m all in 
favour.

Someone dropped a toilet brush down 
the loo - I still wonder how they 
managed to do that but they did.   This 
caused a huge back-up of sewer water.   
We all got together to decide what to 
do.  Worked out where the sewer joined 
the main and opened up the manhole.   
We all looked at each other wondering 
who would go down until one person 
volunteered.   Down he went and started 
pushing a long flexible pole into the 
blocked sewer.   Nothing for a while 
then success!   Out came everything that 
goes down a sewer (including a toilet 
brush which was duly returned to its 
owner).   Closed the manhole and went 
home - we to report success; he to have 
a bath and endure the disgust of his wife 
as to the state of his clothes!

When we all moved in, most of us were 
childless but that soon moved on.   One 
of our number did have a daughter but 
his wife again became pregnant and, 
in due course, they popped off to Mill  
Road Hospital to see what they would 
get.   He was present at the birth but 

once it was all over, didn’t feel well 
and his wife told him that nothing more 
would happen and to go and sit outside.   
He just got out in time and fainted.   A 
nurse looked after him and brought him 
round just as another nurse emerged 
from the delivery room with another 
baby.  “This one’s yours too!” she said 
and he fainted again.   Twins and no-one 
had known.

These days, the idea of a pregnant lady 
drinking alcohol is absolute anathema.   
My wife was advised by one of the 
local doctors that, in pregnancy, it was 
important to have a high level of iron 
in the blood and that she should drink 
a bottle of stout a day to assist.  This 
she did and just before the birth was 
told that if she had any more iron in 
her blood, it would rust.  Managed to 
produce 2 healthy girls during our time 
in Gamlingay.

My neighbour and I used to go to The 
Cock every Sunday lunchtime and have 
2 halves of Guinness each.  We would 
also consume most of the cheese and 
biscuits which were placed on the bar 
in those days, much to the chagrin of 
the landlady who would mutter to her 
husband about us.  And talking about 
The Cock, I remember the fatal day 
when they pulled out the beer pumps 
and installed gas driven taps.  Sacrilege.

The fish and chip van which used to 
come round once a week.   Good stuff!

We were given, as a wedding present, 
an ironing board.  During our time in 
Gamlingay, one of the feet broke off.   
We took it to the blacksmith in Potton 
who looked at it and said the metal they 
use these days is so thin, it’s a wonder 
it lasts 5 minutes.   Anyway, he welded 
it all together again and, about 40 years 
later, we still have it complete with 
blackened foot.

David Cowans

Can you name 
these Mums?

Gamlingay Community Turbine Planning Application Approved
As most readers will probably know on the 4th April South Cambridgeshire District Council passed our planning 
application for a wind turbine outside the village.

We are very grateful to the many villagers who have supported us with their time and skills and, just as 
important, for all the moral support we received.

We know that this project has raised a lot of sincerely held concerns and we are sorry if people are still worried. 
However we believe that the turbine will generate income for the village and offsetting CO2 emissions without 
detrimental effects. 

The website, www.gamlingay-community-turbine.co.uk, remains open and will be updated as the project 
develops. Anyone who wants more information is, as always, welcome to get in touch.

Chris Smith, Mike Brettle, Pauline Girdwood 

GAMLINGAY COMMUNITY TURBINE LTD - OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL

You now have the opportunity to invest in the Gamlingay Community Turbine.
Your investment will:
• Receive a 6% fixed rate of return over 10 years
• Help to reduce the carbon footprint of the village 
• Help to deliver a real financial benefit to the community 
If you have money sitting in a Building Society or a Bank then this investment opportunity can offer a significantly 
better rate of interest than you currently receive. The minimum investment is £500.

If you are interested and would like to find out more, a fact sheet can be obtained via our website 
(www.gamlingay-community-turbine.co.uk); the Parish Council offices; the EcoHub or by contacting Chris Smith 
on 07712 078597 or Pauline Girdwood on 07884 382722.



Reporting of faulty street lights

All reports of faulty lights i.e. lights that are out, working intermittently, on during the day etc. 
can be reported on one free phone number: 0800 7838 247, 
describing the following:
 

The SC or CCC identification number, street name 
and village

The fault description (e.g. out, lit during daytime, 
lamp dim etc.)

Emergency faults which are likely to cause an immediate 
risk to life or limb should be reported to the police, either 
by telephoning the nearest police station or, in extreme 
emergencies, by dialling 999.

Crimestoppers is an independent charity helping to find 
criminals and solve crimes. We run the anonymous 0800 555 111 
phone number which allows members of the public to pass on 
information about crime 100% anonymously. People can also pass 
us information anonymously via a secure online form at www.
crimestoppers-uk.org
Anonymous means that your name is not known or made public.
We know that our guarantee to never ask for your name or record 
your call is vitally important to you. It makes it easier for you to 
come forward, breaking the silence around criminal activity and 
removing your fear. 
Because Crimestoppers is an 0800 number, calls are free and 
don’t show up on a BT or cable phone bill. Calls to Crimestoppers 
on 0800 555 111 are currently free from most existing mobile 
networks. We have been told that calls will not appear on any of 
these bills.
This promise has not been broken in 23 years.

Gamlingay Over 50’s Walkers
Looking for an enjoyable way to keep fit?

Meet monthly for a morning walk followed by an optional pub 
lunch.

For further information contact:
Miriam Titchner    01767 654 891

Gamlingay Tennis Club

So how do you get to play?

The good news is that the courts are 
swept and ready for action, the gate has 
a new 2012 lock and to get your key and 
start playing, all you need to do is sign 
up and pay your membership fees for 
2012. The fees will remain the same as 
the last two years:

• Individuals £30
• Students (in FTE) £25
• Family (2 Adults and their children 

in FTE) £70
• Couple £50

Membership entitles you to free 
British Tennis Membership, which in 
turn automatically enters you into the 
Wimbledon Tickets ballot

Is there any coaching?

If there are a minimum of 6-8 members 
who wish to participate in coaching 
sessions, these will be arranged to 
commence in early June, so please let 
me know if you are interested.

To Join:

Membership forms are available either 
in person or via e-mail and all you need 
to do is complete one and drop it into 
23 Church Street, along with a cheque 
made payable to Gamlingay Tennis 
Club for the appropriate amount and 
your keys will be issued immediately.

Call Sally or John - 01767-654165
23 Church Street, or e-mail 

GamlingayTennisClub@hotmail.co.uk

which flows from Northamptonshire, 
through Bedfordshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Cambridgeshire to the sea, near 
Kings Lynn, in Norfolk. In summer, the 
Ouse Washes nature reserve is grazed 
by cattle to create the ideal conditions 
for ground-nesting birds. The RSPB 
manages the site to keep the water 
levels at an optimum height for wading 
birds to create damp grassland and wet 
features without flooding. However, 
the Environment Agency has to open 
sluices to allow water onto the washes 
to prevent flooding elsewhere in the 
150 mile catchment of The Great River 
Ouse. 

Jon Reeves added: “The Environment 
Agency is working hard to identify 
replacement land for the birds to nest to 
take the pressure off the Ouse Washes. 
Until this replacement land is in place, 
the birds will continue to face an 
uncertain future.”

Other reserves to have suffered flooding 
include Minsmere, on the Suffolk coast, 
where avocet and black-headed gull 
nests have been washed away. Fairburn 
Ings, near Leeds, and Pulborough 
Brooks, in West Sussex, have also been 
affected. Waterbird nests, including 
waders, such as lapwing, have been 
destroyed at these two sites. 

However, the nest belonging to a pair 
of coots at Fairburn Ings enjoyed a 

The ongoing floods are having a 
catastrophic impact on some of Britain’s 
already-threatened wildlife, says the 
RSPB.

Several of the Society’s 211 nature 
reserves have suffered severe flooding, 
including the internationally-important 
Ouse Washes in East Anglia. The reserve, 
which is home to the largest concentration 
of nesting wading birds in lowland 
England, is now two metres under water. 

The rising flood waters have drowned 
the nests and breeding attempts of an 
estimated 600 wading birds, including 
37 per of the lowland snipe population of 
England and Wales. Other waders affected 
include large numbers of redshank, 
lapwing and, most importantly of all, 
internationally-important black-tailed 
godwits.

Jon Reeves is the RSPB’s Ouse Washes 
site manager. He said: “Following 
centuries of land drainage across the 
UK, The Ouse Washes is now the most 
important stronghold for these birds, 
after they have been largely forced out of 
other sites. Literally, we have all our eggs 
in one basket and we’ve lost them. It’s 
devastating to watch the nests succumb to 
the rising waters without being able to do 
anything to prevent it.”
The Ouse Washes is used by the 
Environment Agency as part of the flood 
relief system for the River Great Ouse, 

miraculous escape, when the nest with 
eggs was washed away. The nest, like a 
miniature raft, floated to a new location 
about 30 metres away, where the eggs 
were able to hatch.

Some RSPB nature reserves are 
reporting better news as the heavy 
rainfall is helping providing much-
needed water to those sites striving to 
combat the ongoing drought.

HUNDREDS OF THREATENED BIRDS’ 
NESTS DROWNED IN 

FLOOD CATASTROPHE

RSPB’s biggest ever charity 
collection starts soon with 

Love Nature Week

Love Nature Week 2012 is fast 
approaching and this year it will run from 
26 May - 9 June, when people across the 
East will be raising money for wildlife by 
supporting the RSPB.
So far, volunteers have pledged to give 
Love Nature week over 1000 hours of 
their time, and it promises to be the 
RSPB’s biggest collection yet.
Gena Correale-Wardle from the RSPB 
said: “This year, it’s all about fundraising 
for local conservation projects so all 
proceeds raised in the East will support 
our farmland bird projects.  Farming is 
of huge significance here in the East with 
70% of the land across the region farmed.  
I grew up listening to skylarks singing 
in the fields near my home and it’s so 
sad to see them disappearing from our 
countryside. But, together and with the 
help of wildlife-friendly farmers, we can 
change this.”
 “We already have volunteers signed up 
across the East, but we always need more. 
It’s a great way to spend a couple of hours 
and to help local wildlife in your area.”
Paul Forecast is the RSPB’s Director 
in the East and he will be taking to the 
streets of Ipswich on 1 June to shake a 
bucket and collect cash for conservation. 
He said: “We are working with farmers 
across Eastern England to achieve an 
increase in numbers of iconic farmland 
birds such as the corn bunting, with its 
jangling-key song, and turtle dove, whose 
soft purring calls could be lost forever as a 
sound of warm summer days. 
Get friends and family involved and raise 
some money.”
You can join RSPB collectors at a venue 
near you. Contact Gena on 01603 660066.

FUDGE IS LOOKING FOR A HOME 

Fudge is a very rare cat as he is a male tortoiseshell!                            
He is very friendly and would make a lovely pet.  

GEORGE IS LOOKING FOR A HOME 

For more details of George or any of the other cats 
we have for homing, please call St Neots Cats          

Protection on 07552 507610 or visit our website 
http://stneots.cats.org.uk/stneots                   

Please note we carry out a homing visit as        
standard and don’t home on busy roads. 

George is a friendly young male who was found as a stray. 
He is to be homed in an adult only home. 

For more details of Fudge or any of the other cats 
we have for homing, please call St Neots Cats          

Protection on 07552 507610 or visit our website 
http://stneots.cats.org.uk/stneots                   

Please note we carry out a homing visit as        
standard and don’t home on busy roads. 



PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND 
EDUCATION 
Mucky Pups Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 
940

Rainbow Preschool Nicola Drew (Jnt 
Chair)

07510 278 
330

Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 
676

Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 
491

Natalie 691 477
GAMA Bridget Smith 650 510
Care Club closed
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
First School Office 650 208
Carers Lunch Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Roy Dennis 650183
Thursday Badminton Bridget Smith 650 510
Football Club Chair: 

Brian 
Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian 
Culverhouse

651 020

Tennis Club John Gray 654 165
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church 
Hall

Kate Golding 651 215

WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George 
Village Hall

Mr Marshall 650 971

Community Centre 
Manager (Ecohub)

Andrea 
Hutchison

0798 0612 
077

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gamlingay and District 
Gardening Club

Jean Venning 
Membership 
Liz Tayler 

261 298

650 600
History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Skatepark Association Pauline 

Girdwood
651 091

Target Group Jackie Hough 651 070
Over 50’s walks meet at 
community centre

Miriam and Phil 
Tichner

654 891

Booklinks Vicky Phillips
Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of 
Dance

Susan Lucas, 316 518

St. Neot’s Model 
Railway Club

John Kneeshaw E mail: 
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com 

Painting for Pleasure Roy Turner 650426
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay 
Guides

Benita Scott 650 547

1st Gamlingay 
Brownies

Maria Spence 0771 
1161 618

1st Gamlingay 
Rainbows

Helen Oldham 631 720

Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Beavers Karen Crutchington Email: 

karen.crutchington@sky.
com

Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gamlingay 
Gransden Cubs

Barry Jefferd 261 000

Gamlingay Scouts 
Thursday

Brandon Booth  07812 
049139

b.c.booth@talk21.com
Pathfinder Scouts 
Friday

Chris Elwood 07879 
698477

Explorers Phil Wood  01480 
830 866

(all meet at Scout Hut)
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

Youth Club
Lucy Rands

07929 
453235Youth Cafe

CHURCHES
Baptist Church, 
Minister,

James Gilbert 651 519

St Mary The Virgin, 
Rector:

Steven 
Rothwell

650 568

SCHOOLS
First School Head J 

Newman
650 208

Village College Head 650 360
First School 
Association

Via school 
office

650 208

Village College 
Friends Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information

Library Opening hours   01767 651 226
Monday 2.00pm – 8.00pm (homework club 3.30 – 6pm) 
Tuesday 9.15am - 3.15pm (Free tea & coffee for pensioners from 12.15pm - 3.15pm)
Wednesday 10.30am - 12.30pm (toddlers’ story time 11am)
Thursday  5.00pm – 8.00pm
Saturday  9.30am - 12.30pm

HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community 
Healthcare

Appointments 651 150

Child Health Clinic Meet at 
Baptist Church 
hall

CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 

696650
Car Care Scheme Sue 

McPherson
07519 
493701

EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency 
Fire

01223 
376 217

Non-emergency 
Police

101

Community Police PC Lee Scott 0845 456 
4564

PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,
Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

at Community 
Centre

gamlingaypc@lineone.net

Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Nick Telford-Reed

ntelfordreedgpc@tiscali.co.uk
Vice Chairman Nick Howard
Library Kate 

Laugharne
651 226

Forward Gamlingay Chair: 
Ian Wakeling

Hatley Parish 
Council  

Clerk:
Leanne Bacon

650 379

parish-clerk@hatley.info
Chairman: M Astor
POLITICS
MP Andrew 

Lansley. 
Conservative.

01954 
212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South 
Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0345 
0450 500

Gamlingay 
Residents 
Association

Bridget 
Mappley

650584

Faulty street lamps 0800 7838 
247

Cambridge County Council
Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult’s Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221

General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0845 4040506
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361

Royal British Legion Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

Jackie Hough 651 070
Gamlingay Writers Tracey Dawson 654 830

www.gamlingaywriters.org.
uk

Village Show Jan Cooper 650 178
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s 
Almshouses Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District 
Round Table

Lee Packham 
Brown

GEAG (Gamlingay 
Environmental Action 
Group)

Brycchan Carey 651 141



The Police
Non-emergency number:

101


