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Wildlife in the Garden with Peter Holden MBE 
The Farmland Museum & Denny Abbey
From Monday 17th January 2011, 1pm-3pm

Have you resolved to learn something new or pursue a new interest in the New Year?

The Farmland Museum & Denny Abbey plays host to a range of courses in all manner of subjects in partnership with the 
University of Cambridge Institute of Continuing Education. The New Year sees the start of a 10 week course, Wildlife in the 
Garden, led by Peter Holden MBE.  

Many people get great pleasure from the wildlife that visits their gardens and this course will introduce participants to the birds, 
mammals and insects as well as some of the wild flowers (weeds?) that find their way into gardens. It will emphasise the great 
diversity, help identify what we see and will consider the conservation value of the garden as an ‘oasis’, which is increasingly 
important as human pressure in the wider countryside increases.

Courses can be booked online or by downloading an application form through the Institute of Continuing Education website. www.
ice.cam.ac.uk or by ringing T: 01223 746262 

    It is hard to beat a walk around The Lodge in deepest winter, 
when the trees are white with snow, silver ice crunches 
underfoot and quietness descends across the reserve. The 
moment a shard of sunlight appears and picks out the remaining 
colour on the trees against a deep blue sky is always magical 

and a walk back to the Gatehouse as the sun sets can bring some amazing, dramatic skies, set off by the 
new heath in the foreground.    
After the Christmas celebrations have subsided, why not take a Winter Wonderland walk with us to work off the excesses of the 
season. If the weather allows, we light up the bonfire and finish off with a mince pie and a glass of mulled wine. We’ll be looking 
out for waxwings, which have been around in large numbers across the UK this winter, we have had several sightings on the 
reserve. Another special bird that arrives here in the winter is the woodcock. They are a dumpy brown wading bird with cryptically 
camouflaged plumage and are very elusive, staying hidden amongst the dense bracken. Cold weather and frozen ground can bring 
them out into the open a little more and they are occasionally seen at this time.
  The RSPB’s Big Garden Birdwatch is now an annual event every January, thousands of people put aside the chores of the day, sit 
down and relax for an hour recording the birds in their gardens and letting us know the results. If you need help with your bird ID, 
we have two Big Garden Birdwatch walks leading up to the event. Details of the Big Garden Birdwatch on our website, at http://
www.rspb.org.uk/birdwatch/

Some events for you to enjoy in January and February
New Year Wildlife Walk Sunday 2 January 1pm – 3pm.
We’ll take a winter walk around the nature reserve to kick off 2011, looking for wildlife and blowing away the cobwebs after the 
festive holiday.
Charges apply, booking essential.
RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch walk  Sunday 23 and Wed 26 January  11am – 1pm
Get ready for the RSPB’s Big Garden Birdwatch next weekend. Come along on this walk where we will be help you identify birds 
and watch them as they come to our feeders and pools. Charges apply.

Make a nest box ( childrens event)        Saturday Feb 12 11am- 1pm
Birds are beginning to look for homes to build their nests so come and make a nestbox for your own garden. Children must be 
accompanied. 
Booking essential. £7 per nestbox. Hands on activity

For events bookings please call; 01767 680541

News from 
The Lodge nature 

reserve
by Mark Brandon
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Father Christmas Steam Traction Engine Special

On Friday 3rd December Father Christmas arrived by steam traction engine to light up 
Potton market square. Hundreds of families braved the freezing weather to experience 
a fun filled evening. The shops stayed open late and the town’s local community 
groups were there fundraising, selling cakes and mulled wine. Vineyard church served 
420 cups of hot chocolate to keep everyone warm! Father Christmas met with all the 
boys and girls to hear their special Christmas requests. He even took their letters back 
with him to Lapland. The evening was truly magical and the lights looked beautiful. A 
great start to the festive season.

Snippets
The Auction of Promises, held at the end of September, raised almost £2000, which 
was divided between the First School and St Mary’s Church.   Many thanks to those 
who donated the Promises and to the organisers Rachel Shalon and Ian Parker, and 
also to Andrew Pym who made an excellent auctioneer.

Chris Martin has written a diary booklet of his Pilgrim’s Walk to Santiago de 
Compostela, which is well worth a read.  All profits from the sale will go to Niassa.  
If you would like a copy, please contact Chris or the Churchwardens.  Chris will be 
speaking in January about his pilgrimage.  Please watch out for details later. 

Pictures courtesy Gareth Squance
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News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary Mrs Joan Oakley 01767 650069 

www.gamlingaybaptist.btck.co.uk

KEY
E=Everton 

G=Gamlingay
H=Hatley St George

Church Services
Every Sunday morning 10:45am
Communion is always celebrated on the 
first Sunday of each month.

Weekday Meetings
House Groups:
Mondays 10:00am
Thursdays 7:45pm
(Venue as announced)

The Alpha Course
On Tuesday evenings we are running the 
Alpha Course.
It is an informal evening set around a 
meal 
for those who want to find out more 
about Christianity.  You are warmly 
invited! If interested, please contact 
James, our minister for details.

‘Women in Partnership’
For the Ladies:
On the second and fourth Tuesday of 
each month at 3:00pm.
(contact above for details)

Prayer
The Church is open between 2:00pm 
and 3:00pm every Wednesday for 
prayer, all are welcome.

Dear Readers,

Better to light a candle than curse the darkness. This is believed to be a Chinese proverb 
and was made especially popular after it was first spoken in public in 1961 by Peter 
Benenson, the English lawyer and founder of Amnesty International.

How often do you light a candle? When we need some light we tend to flick a switch and light appears. But what happens if you 
can’t do that? Imagine being in pitch black darkness with no access to light. You might desire that at times, perhaps at night when 
trying to sleep. Others may be anxious about there being what seems like a total absence of light, where they can’t make out any 
shapes at all. The truth is that most of us are rarely without some form of light. 

Candles have been a source of both light and warmth for a long time, appearing in China in 200 BCE and then in Europe some 
600 years later. Candles have a significance within many religions. For Christians a lighted candle is used as a symbol of Christ’s 
love for the whole of humanity. And of course many folk will go into church buildings to say prayers and will light a candle as part 
of their devotions.

The feast of Candlemas is celebrated in church (30th January this year) and is a timely reminder of light and warmth when we 
have just lived through a period of darkness and cold. Candlemas might be seen as a spiritual reviver to help boost ourselves into 
thinking that springtime is in sight. No doubt it has been a long winter with much disruption caused by snow, ice and difficult 
conditions. Christmas can be a joyous but also taxing time; and so Candlemas offers a tonic and a bridge between the Christmas 
season and the weeks that lead into springtime. This is a time to hope and look forward and we might symbolise our hopes by 
lighting a candle.

Revd Steven Rothwell

Service for the Benefice of Gamlingay and Everton 
Sunday 2 Jan

Epiphany 8am Holy Communion G

10am
First Sunday Service & 
Stepping Stones G

6pm Evensong E
Sunday 9 Jan

Baptism of Christ 8am Holy Communion E
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Holy Communion H

Sunday 16 Jan
Epiphany 2 9.30am Parish Eucharist G

11am Parish Eucharist E
Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity begins 6pm

Joint Service with Baptist 
Church

Baptist 
church

Sunday 23 Jan
Epiphany 3 8am Holy Communion H

9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity concludes 6pm

Joint Service with Baptist 
Church G

Sunday 30 Jan 
Presentation of Christ in the 
Temple 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
(Candlemas) 11am Parish Eucharist E

Sunday 6 Feb
5th Sunday before Lent 8am Holy Communion G

10am
First Sunday Service and 
Stepping Stones G

6pm Evensong E
Sunday 13 Feb

4th Sunday before Lent 8am Holy Communion E
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Holy Communion H

Sunday 20 Feb
3rd Sunday before Lent 9.30am Parish Eucharist G

11am Parish Eucharist E
Sunday 27 Feb

2nd Sunday before Lent 8am Holy Communion H
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E
6pm Evensong G

Dear Friends,

It seems only moments ago that I was arriving here in 2008 and now I am well into 
my third year in Gamlingay and we are entering 2011. Time goes so quickly and now 
I’m into my 40’s, it is accelerating away – how fast will time go when I hit 70? I 
shudder to think! When we are young, life seems endless – decades of life and career 
appear before us, plenty of time for everything. As we get older, life seems brief and 
time is shorter than we realised. 

Moses was a man of great wisdom and around 3500 years ago, he wrote: ‘Teach us 
to realise the brevity of life, so that we can grow in wisdom’ (Psalm 90:12). If we are 
not careful, we can drift through life and it reaches its end all too soon, without us 
realising. Students generally do better and achieve a great deal more when they have 
deadlines to keep to; deadlines focus the mind and help us to order our priorities, to 
identify what is really important. When we realise the brevity of life, that there is a 
deadline on our lifespan; that realisation can be the impetus for us to grow in wisdom. 
When we realise the brevity of life, it gives us the incentive to make every moment 
count, to do something with the time we have. 

The Bible says a great deal about wisdom and foolishness. ‘The fool says in his heart 
there is no God’ (Psalm 53:1) – not much more need be said about that. The Book of 
Proverbs, in the Old Testament, is a treasury of wise sayings and concerning wisdom, 
it says, ‘The fear (awe) of God is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy 
One (God) is understanding’ (Proverbs 9:10). Real wisdom is shown in seeking out 
our Creator and the reason for our existence. We have 80 or 90 years of life – if we’re 
lucky, which in the scheme of things is only a moment. God promises that those who 
seek Him wholeheartedly will find Him (Jeremiah 29:13) and in Jesus we are offered 
eternal life (John 3:16). 
Now that’s the wise thing to do…

Life is brief; why not seek Him out this year?

Very Best Wishes, 
James. 



by clerks Leanne 
Bacon and Kirstin 

Rayner

Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on 
District Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley, and Bridget 
Smith

Keeping us abreast on 
County Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley
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Gamlingay Baptist Church Coffee Mornings 
January and February 2011

Coffee Mornings – in aid of Sinai Orphanage, Madras
Sinai Orphanage is in Marmallapurum in Madras and is run by Pastor John. The 
orphanage takes in street children and aims to give them an education and a good start 
in life. It is a charitable institution with no government or agency funding.

Thursday 20th January and Thursday 17th February 
10:00am until 11:30am
Why not join us for tea/coffee and cake?

Hatley St George church was once much larger than it is at present. First recorded in a 
survey dating around 1217, the church has, like most historic buildings, had bits added 
to it over the centuries. The tower dates from the 15th century with the upper parts 
remodelled in 1625 but the main change came in 1966 when the chancel was removed 
making the church smaller but with more light from the window placed in the upper 
half of the chancel archway. The window allows good views of the old beech tree 
outside, it’s colours changing with the seasons, adding to the serenity of this special 
church which is the perfect place to come and have a bit of spiritual ‘me’ time.

We do hope you can make it to one of our services over the next couple of months and 
enjoy the tranquillity of Hatley St George church. 

Services in January 
Sunday 9th – Holy Communion at 11am
Sunday 23rd –Holy Communion at 8am, according to the Book Of Common Prayer 
(BCP)
Services in February 
Sunday 13th – Holy Communion at 11am 
Sunday 27th – Holy Communion at 8am, BCP

Notes from Hatley St George Church
by Philippa Pearson

Best foot forward
by Sylvia Sullivan

A new chiropodist service has opened in Gamlingay. 
Owned and managed by Wendy Hall, WMSCh, MPSPract, the new 
weekly surgery will be open for business on Mondays, at The Cutting Mill, 
Gamlingay. 
Wendy, who previously had a surgery in Sandy, said, “I am looking 
forward to treating long-established and new clients in Gamlingay and the 
surrounding area. Good foot care is crucially important from childhood 
onwards, but increasingly as we grow older, and especially for people with 
chronic conditions such as diabetes.” 
Wendy believes that looking after our feet properly is part of a holistic 
approach to wellbeing: “Foot care is an integral part of health. Painful, 
swollen feet can make life a misery – if we cannot walk properly, it affects 
our posture and can contribute to other problems such as back and muscle 
pain or headaches.”
Gamlingay residents will be able to have treatment for common painful foot 
problems such as corns, verrucas and in-growing toenails, and receive advice 
on long-term foot care, without having to travel a long distance. 
For more information and appointments, telephone 01767 677112.

Agendas and Minutes are available on the website www.gamlingay-
pc.gov.uk 
For information on the Eco – Hub please visit  www.gamlingay-ecohub.
info
· Community Buildings
Builders Deejack are now on site and progressing with the 
refurbishment/extension to the old Community Centre.  A statement on the Eco Hub 
project was given by the Chair at the November meeting.
· Library 
New 3 year Service Agreement with County is in the process of being completed..
· Miscellaneous
Wind Turbine – Request received from a member of the public that the parish council 
hold a public meeting to discuss the proposal prior to the determination of any future  
planning application.  Issues of concern include vibration, stroboscopic effects and 
flicker. 

Parish Council has agreed to take over the lease of Merton Field (off Green Acres) 
– concern about cost of solicitors fees to action this – further quotation to be sought.
Green Acres open spaces – meeting still to be arranged with the landowner to discuss 
future maintenance of these areas.
Formal complaint was made to the Standards Board about the conduct of County 
Councillor Lister Wilson relating to comments leaked to the Cambridge Evening 
News on 30th October  regarding a planning application in Gamlingay.
Major works to the big slide in the Butts playarea were approved – to replace the 
takeoff and landing areas and import soil to be compacted down both sides along its 
length.

Your Councillors are always ready to 
help. If you have any questions about 
these - or indeed any other - matters, 
please do not hesitate to contact County 
Councillor Sebastian Kindersley on 
01767 651982 or skindersley@hotmail.
com or write to the Manor Barn, East 
Hatley, SG19 3JA. 
District Councillor Bridget Smith is on 
01767 650510 or bridget@glockling.com 

Forthcoming Budget Issues 

Apologies for starting with a relatively 
dull subject but it is one that is going to 
impact us all. The County Council has 
contacted all parish and town councils 
about the County’s high level budget 
plans and likely decision about council 
tax for 2011/12; and assuming that you 
are too busy to get to a Parish meeting 
soon (ahem) it seemed to us important 
that you saw what was happening. .  
 
The intention is to help parish/
town councils with their planning as 
they consider their own tax rates in light 
of the county (and relevant district) 
budget cuts, especially given the localism 
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agenda and the decision some parish/
town councils may take to invest in their 
local area. This is what it said…
 
The County’s Plans and Budget 2011/12 
- 2015/16 
The County will need to make some 
£40m of savings (16% of relevant budget 
base) in 2011/12 to produce a balanced 
budget, with the year-on-year savings 
targets for the next five years amounting 
to £160 m. These savings requirements 
take account of Government funding 
cuts as well as providing for inflation, 
changes in demand for our care services, 
and the costs of a limited number of 
capital projects such as new schools. 
Details of the impact of these savings 
on service provision will emerge in the 
coming months as services finalise their 
plans and there is a commitment to share 
these details with you by the end of 
January. 

1. The County at this moment 
is not planning for, or assuming, any 
council tax increase over the next five 
years, though it is assumed that a grant 
in lieu of council tax increases will 
be received from the Department of 
Communities and Local Government. 
The County will of course revisit its 
council tax decisions annually. 
2. The knowledge that the County 
almost certainly will not increase council 
tax in 2011/12 may or may not provide 
an opportunity for parish/town councils 
and other precepting bodies to raise their 
own tax rates in 2011/12, especially 
if you believe local investment may 
be needed to ameliorate the impact 
of central government funding cuts 
impacting on other public bodies. 
3. The Authority will of course be 

launching its full public consultation in 
December and, as in previous years, will 
be holding briefing sessions for other 
public bodies, the voluntary sector and 
businesses in January.

Short version? If you want something 
done in your Parish then the Parish is 
going to have to plan to pay for it….

Cambourne Village College

Regular readers will know we are 
concerned about the failure of the 
County to provide a secondary school at 
Cambourne – and the impact that has on 
the neighbouring Parishes. So at a recent 
County Council meeting I asked “Could 
you please explicitly spell out exactly 
what needs to happen for the delivery of 
Cambourne Village College, and could 
you give an assurance that there are no 
plans to redraw the catchment areas for 
Comberton Village College now or in the 
future?”

The reply from the relevant Councillor is 
as follows – and we would love to know 
what you think….

“I am unclear about the source of this 
concern, as the only part of Comberton 
Village College’s catchment area 
which might be subject to change is 
Cambourne.  The County Council is 
actively exploring the options for making 
additional secondary education provision 
to meet the needs of the growing 
community of Cambourne, in line with 
its statutory responsibility to ensure that 
there are sufficient maintained school 
places available to meet the demand for 
those places.  These options are being 

explored in consultation with Comberton 
Village College.  The aim is to make 
additional secondary provision by 
September 2013, when it is forecast that 
Comberton Village College will be full.

As far as the capital funding of this 
additional provision is concerned, all 
available funding routes are being 
explored, to try to enable the provision 
to be made at a time of severe public 
sector financial constraints.  A new 
form of entry secondary school is being 
recommended for inclusion in the 
Council’s capital programme, at a cost 
of £20m.  This will draw on Section 106 
funding, transport savings and prudential 
borrowing.  This level of funding would 
only allow for the provision of basic 
educational facilities, which meet the 
requirements of Building Bulletin 99, 
using modern methods of construction.  
There would be no community provision.

A parental survey, aimed at future 
secondary parents, was undertaken 
during November, to inform the options-
development work.  The survey was 
issued via the three primary schools, 
the pre-schools, the library and Parish 
Council offices, and was available on 
the County Council’s website.  157 
responses were received by the closing 
date of 19 November.  The vast majority 
of respondents are in favour of secondary 
provision in Cambourne, as part of 
Comberton Village College.  

Discussions will now continue on how 
to take this matter forward, taking 
into account the approach to the 
establishment of new schools outlined in 
the new Schools White Paper, which was 

published on 24 November 2010, and 
resulting legislation.

If it has not been possible to make 
additional provision by September 
2013, alternative means of providing 
secondary education for children in the 
Comberton Village College catchment 
area who had been unable to secure a 
place at the College would need to be 
found.  The allocation of places would be 
in accordance with the Village College’s 
published oversubscription criteria at that 
time.  Alternative provision would be 
offered at the nearest secondary school 
to the child’s home address which had 
places available.  However, the aim is to 
make additional provision to meet the 
needs in the catchment area in time for 
September 2013, in order to avoid this.

Addenbrookes Access Road

Many residents use Addenbrookes so 
you might find this outline information 
useful with regards to who/where/what 
and why! 

The planning permission for the road 
includes a condition that measures 
were to be put in place to prevent the 
route being used as a through route. 
The County Council, working with 
Addenbrooke’s Hospital Trust, the Police 
and the MediPark developers on the 
Addenbrooke’s site, has made a traffic 
regulation order which makes it an 
offence to drive through the hospital site 
without requiring access to the site itself, 
thereby preventing the use of the road
in the hospital site as a through route.
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days. During this time the person issued 
with the ticket can elect to have the 
matter heard at Court or pay the fine. If 
no contact is made, the fine goes to the 
Courts to process and the fine increases 
to £45. The Courts will then undertake to 
recover the increased fine.

Guided Bus

Dear oh dear oh dear. It appears the 
“actual cost” (ie, construction cost 
plus non-contractual costs) is now 
£180M.  Add to this the council’s 
“maximum technical liability” in the 
event of its losing 100% of the court 
case, £60M, and you have the parameters 
in which the court case will play out 
– which it surely will – and again we 
ask Where & When will Buses be on the 
Cambridgeshire Guided Busway??!!

Winter Gritting

Many Parishes responded to the County 
Council’s Gritting Review. First off, we 
should say how pleased we are that the 
County has agreed to continue gritting 
Lower Rd Croydon up Croydon Hill 
through Hatley and into Gamlingay. But 
a big BOO for failing to add Barton Road 
Haslingfield to the list – more on that 
anon.    

How is the access restriction order being 
enforced?

An automatic number plate recognition 
(ANPR) camera system has been 
installed which
records motor vehicle registration plates 
at all entry and exit points to the hospital 
site and these are then cross matched 
and the journey times through the site 
monitored to detect
through motor vehicle movements. If 
you use the hospital road as a through 
route, the number plate details are then 
provided to the police for enforcement. 
Initial enforcement action
will be warning letters to registered 
keepers of the vehicles. If you fail to 
respond to the warning letters, any 
further detection by the camera system 
could then result in prosecution action 
by the police by the issuing of a fixed 
penalty notice.

Anyone who has legitimate business 
on the hospital campus will not be 
penalised. This
includes: Patients, visitors and staff 
parking in the car parks on the campus, 
Patients, visitors and staff being dropped 
off / picked up by friends, relatives and 
colleagues
• People who are visiting or working in 

the buildings located on the hospital 
campus (nurseries, research buildings, 
university departments etc)
• Taxis if they are picking up or 
dropping people off on the campus
• Delivery drivers if they are picking up 
/ dropping off supplies to the hospital or 
other buildings on the campus
.
If drivers who have a legitimate need 
to access the hospital site receive a 
warning letter they should complete 
and return the form enclosed with the 
warning letter to explain their need 
to access the site. Once verified by 
the hospital authorities, their vehicle 
registration late details will be entered 
into the camera system database to 
avoid further enforcement action.

How will the access restriction be 
signed?
‘Access only’ restriction signs are at all 
entry points. Further signs are provided 
on the approach roads to AAR to advise 
drivers of the access restriction. The 
signs also advise that cameras are 
provided for enforcement purposes. It’s 
a Big Brother situation!

What will be the level of fine imposed?
If a fixed penalty ticket is issued, a £30 
fine is required to be paid within 28 

Sadly, the County failed to follow 
guidelines to consult with “education 
service providers” when conducting the 
review.  School bus routes were not even 
considered for gritting.  The council have 
now belatedly written to the school bus 
operators to ask what routes they use that 
are not gritted.  In addition the County 
failed to consult with the “business 
community” when conducting the review 
– large employers might have something 
constructive to add given the chance….

As an aside salt bins are paid for by 
Parish Councils but filled (for free) by 
the County Council. The grit should only 
be used for the public highway and not 
– for example – by car wash operators 
(you know who you are!)

Gamlingay Lupin Field

A lot of people in Gamlingay will feel 
that their worst fears have been realised 
now that the Lupin Field at the entrance 
to Greenacres is being marketed as a 
‘development opportunity’.  This field 
is outside of the village boundary and 
would not be likely to gain any planning 
approval unless it was an ‘exception site’ 
which are plots of land adjacent to the 
village boundary and which can only be 
used for 100% affordable homes –  so no 
profit to the landowner! 

Clopton Close Croydon

We are very pleased that our efforts 
to have the footpath relaid at Clopton 
Close have been successful.  The budget 
cuts are going to make it more and 
more difficult to get such work done 
but we are always willing to do our 
best,  particularly when not doing the 
work poses a risk to elderly and disabled 
people.

Grant for Little Gransden Church

Grant Funding is also being drastically 
cut so again we were very pleased 
to be able to support the application 
for £5000 for the beautiful church in 
Little Gransden.  The team organising 
this very worthwhile project are doing 
tremendously well but more funds are 
needed before the tower can be secured. 
(For those who don’t know, it moves 
back and forth depending on the time of 
year! Interesting; but ultimately it’ll fall 
over) Housing

Are you living in local authority and 
housing association housing? Did you 
know that if your needs change or your 
house becomes too big for them that the 
Council can help you find more suitable 
accommodation?  We always have large 
numbers of families requiring housing 
and so are very keen to help free up 
houses that have become too large when 
children have flown the nest.  Please get 
in touch to see if we could help…

Blue Wheelies

For some people in Gamlingay Ward the 
blue bin collection is an ongoing saga.  
We have been deluging those in charge 
with your complaints all of which have 
been investigated and hopefully resolved.  
However, if things are not going 
smoothly for you and your bin please let 
us know.

Asking questions at South 
Cambridgeshire District Council.

Did you know that any member of the 
public is entitled to ask a question of 
the cabinet at South Cambs District 
Council?  You can talk for only 3 minutes 
and only ask one question followed by 
a supplementary question.  Dates are 
advertised on the website and in the 
magazine.  You can ask a question about 
anything to do with the workings of 
the council e.g. planning, conservation, 
housing, blue bins!  You can then attend 
the meeting which can be (rarely) quite 
an interesting experience.  All the cabinet 
and the elected members will hear your 
question and you will possibly be given 
an answer.  This is a good way of getting 
your voice heard - contact Democratic 
Services  01954 713030.

Loan Sharks

As things get more difficult financially 
for all of us more and more people 
fall prey to Loan Sharks.  A loan shark 
generally offers cash without paperwork, 
threatens you if you can’t pay, can 
sometimes take your benefit or bank card 
from you and generally will give you a 
loan which keeps growing even when 
you make payments.

Loan Sharking is illegal and needs to 
be dealt with by the police BUT there 
is a confidential helpline – The Illegal 
Money Lending Team 0300 555 2222  



GAMLINGAY YOUTH 
NIGHT IS THURSDAY 

NIGHT!
Now running at

WI HALL 
WARESLEY ROAD 

GAMLINGAY 
 

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CAFÉ
5.30pm to 7.15pm
School years 5 to 8

Run by Rachel, Lucy and Barbie.

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CLUB
7.30pm to 9.15pm

School years 8 to 11
Run by county youth workers

ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL
The Emplins, Gamlingay

Now available on Saturday mornings
Ideal for dancing classes, children’s 

clubs etc.

£10 per hour
Please contact: Kate Golding

Tel:  01767 - 651215
E-mail: kategolding@tiscali.co.uk

Hatley village hall 
is available for general hiring every day 

8.30am to 12 midnight  

Full details can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or ring 
Michael Marshall on 01767 650971 or 
email  mick_marshall@hotmail.co.uk
 

Basic hire charges per hour are  £7.50 
residents/£10.00 others and it can cater 

for 85 
seated 
or 120 
standing.
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Telephone Contact Numbers for Cambridge County Council

Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult’s Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221

General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0345 045 5206
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361

stoploansharks@birmingham.gov.uk 
– who are extremely useful. Bridget is 
the Member Champion for Vulnerable 
Adults and she is also able to point you 
in the direction of help if you have been 
unlucky enough to have been bitten by a 
loan shark. 

Police Budget

Want to have a go at balancing the police 
budget ? (Us neither, it’s hard enough 
to do the household one!) The Your 
Police Budget interactive feature on 
their website aims to demonstrate some 
of the choices facing the constabulary 
over coming years following budget cuts 
announced by the Chancellor last month. 
 
The tool concentrates on frontline 
policing and will give hypothetical 
consequences for the choices made. 
Balancing the police budget over coming 
years will mean making choices between 
competing priorities. This online tool 
allows anyone to try their hand at making 

these difficult decisions.  
 
Once you’ve completed the survey, you 
will see a snapshot of answers given 
by other respondents to see how your 
ideas compare. The results of the survey 
will be presented to Chief Constable 
Simon Parr and the police authority, who 
have joint responsibility for deploying 
resources and setting the budget. http://
www.cambs.police.uk/yourpolicebudget/ 

Information Items

The Jubilee People’s Millions will run in 
place of The People’s Millions in 2011, 
to mark the Queen’s diamond jubilee 
in 2012 . It will award £3.6m to good 
causes that will run projects in time for 
the celebration year. Community groups 
throughout the UK will be able to bid for 
one of 60 grants worth up to £60,000, 
that will improve local places and the 
lives of people in the community. The 
public will choose the winners from 
finalists featured on ITV regional news 

programmes in June 2011. The deadline 
for entries is 4 Feb 2011.  

Citizens Advice for under 25s
 
Citizens Advice has launched a new 
www.adviceguide.org.uk
 aimed at providing support and 
information to young people under 25. 
Last year, the charity offered help to 
under-25s with almost three-quarters 
of a million problems. Around 80% of 
the problems related to four key areas - 
housing, benefits, employment and debt, 
with the latter accounting for a third of 
all enquiries.

Apprenticeships

£250 million has been invested by 
Government  into apprenticeships.  This 
should translate into 8000 extra jobs in 
our region.  There will be 200 different 
sector–specific apprenticeships available 
– much wider than just traditional crafts. 
Open to 16 to 60 year olds including 
people in employment wanting to retrain. 
New website means it is easier to apply. 
Focus is on Advanced level (equivalent 
to 2 A level passes) and Higher level 
(Foundation degree), 16 – 19 year olds.  

www.apprenticeships.org.uk

Donate your clothes to Jimmy’s night 
shelter

With the cold winter set in the work 
done by the homeless night shelter 
charity Jimmys in Cambridge is even 
more vital.  They always need donations 
of money but also food, shaving foam, 
razors and new boxer shorts.  www.
jimmyscambridge.org.uk

Bereavement Service for 0 -19 year olds.

Did you know that a large number of 
young people in prison have suffered a 
significant bereavement?  A new charity 
has been set up in South Cambs tom 
support them.  www.talktostars.org.uk
01223 863511

Casework

Your Councillors are here to help you. 
Please do feel free to contact us with 
comments, questions, problems or 
complaints. We hope we can help but if 
we can’t we are likely to know someone 
who can! 

THE DIGITAL TELEVISION 
SWITCHOVER

How we receive our 
television signal is 
changing. 

At the end of March 
2011, the current 
analogue signal 
will be turned off and replaced with a 
digital signal. Although the National 
“Switchover Help Scheme” has been 
well-publicised there will still be many 
people who do not understand what 
“Switchover” is about and these are 
likely to be the most vulnerable people 
in our communities.

Cambridgeshire ACRE is trying 
reach these people. We are doing this 
using trained volunteers, who, over 
the coming months will visit parishes 
and towns to help raise awareness 
about the Digital Switchover to those 
that will need more help than usual 
to switch their TVs. The volunteers 
will identify people who are likely 
to be in a position to recognise those 
in the community who will need this 
support. This means they aim to talk 
to key people in each community, such 
as the local postmaster, shopkeeper, 
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publican, priest, parish councillors and 
others who are actively involved in 
community life. These people will have 
community connections/networks and 
will be in an ideal position to identify 
those who may require additional 
help. Volunteers will have leaflets and 
posters to give out and will also be 
provided with photo identification so 
they can be easily recognised. 

If as a Parish/Town Council you 
can help us by either putting us in 
touch with your community leaders 
or recognising someone who might 
need help we would like to hear from 
you so that we can refer this important 
community information on to our 
volunteers. 

I can be contacted by telephoning 
01353 865038 
or emailing
edward.aniskowicz@cambsacre.org.uk
Finally, we will be running another 
volunteer training day in the New Year 
and if you know anyone who would 
like to get involved please let us know. 

Edward Aniskowicz
Community Project Assistant
Cambridgeshire ACRE
32 Main Street, Littleport, Cambs

GAMLINGAY 
COMMUNITY TURBINE 

UPDATE

Gamlingay Residents Association
On the 22nd of November we answered 
questions from GRA members. We would 
like to thank the GRA and Sebastion 
Kindersley for a well run event. 

A contribution of £10,000 a year to 
community charities doesn’t sound very 
much?
In fact £10,000 can go a long way. It is 
generous in the scheme of things. The 
Burton Wold wind farm for example 
pays a similar amount to a community 
fund and it is a large development. 
In fact, since the project will be built 
with local money all the profits will 
go to the village in some form. If £500 
as a minimum share seems high it is 
always possible for groups of people to 

form syndicates to make an investment 
between them.

Choosing a site
A common theme during our public 
consultations has been why we chose the 
particular site. The map will give an idea 
of the problems involved in locating a 
wind turbine.  The small circles represent 
500m distances from habitation (a 
distance chosen because of precedent 
with other community wind projects). 
The circle marked CAA is the 2km limit 
from Little Grandson Aerodrome that we 
have to stay clear of and we also have 
to stay clear of the dotted line marking 
a microwave link used by Orange, 3UK 
and T-mobile. There are other constraints 
too such as keeping more than 50m from 
field boundaries, ditches etc.
The GCT site is far away compared to 
other developments. For example the 
Hockerton Community Wind Turbine, a 
popular project similar to ours, is 500m 
from the nearest habitation and at the 
other extreme the largest onshore wind 
farm in Europe, the Whitelee wind farm, 
in Scotland, is less than 1000m from the 
nearest habitation. 

Help our wildlife – build a wind 
turbine
We have received various concerns 
regarding wildlife. These are important 
and we have a responsibility to address 
them. There is another side to this 
though. Climate change is the biggest 
threat faced by wildlife. The view of the 
RSPB is: -

“..the RSPB favours a broad mix of 
renewables, including solar, wind, and 
marine power, wherever they are used in 
ways that minimise unnecessary damage 
to wildlife and the natural environment. 
We particularly support solutions that 
enable individuals and communities to 
generate their own power close their 
homes and businesses” .
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The Wind Turbine without 
the Spin

by Phil Titchner and John Hamilton 
Smith

It is clear from meetings held by 
Gamlingay Community Turbine Ltd. 
(GCT Ltd.), the Parish Council and The 
Gamlingay Residents Association that 
there are serious concerns felt by a large 
number of Gamlingay residents over the 
current proposals for a wind turbine in 
the village. This has been exacerbated 
by previous articles in the Gazette where 
valid concerns have been glossed over. 
The purpose of this article is to portray 
the facts and concerns as accurately as 
possible, to enable people in the village 
to make up their own minds.

The Turbine is a commercial 
enterprise

At a public meeting on 28th September 
2010 a director of the company, 
Gamlingay Community Turbine Ltd, 
(who said he was also a director of local 
company KMG) informed local residents 
that the idea for the wind turbine arose 
as a result of a planning application 
by KMG. A condition on granting the 
planning application was imposed that 
the company must generate an amount 
of energy from renewable sources. As 
a result, a group of three local people 
formed Gamlingay Community Turbine 
Ltd.

It is important for Gamlingay residents 
to understand that none of the electricity 
produced by the turbine will be used 
directly by the village, but will be sold to 
the National Electricity Grid. A feed-in 
tariff, which is a government subsidy, 
will be paid to the company for each unit 
generated. Although the company have 
said that they will donate 10% of the net 
income to the village community, it is a 
straightforward, profit-making business 
venture. The director also said that their 
business plan is to decommission the 
turbine after 20 years, when the feed-in 
tariff subsidy expires, resulting in a lower 
payment for the electricity produced. 
As the turbine could actually produce 
electricity for 25 – 30 years, this clearly 
demonstrates that the prime purpose of 
the project is profit and not green energy. 

Potential loss in house values

The Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors, clearly concerned at the 
impact of wind turbines on house 
prices, has commissioned a number 
of surveys. The overwhelming results 
show a large adverse impact on 
property values. This is further borne 
out by a report in Hansard which said 
that some local authorities are giving 
discretionary Council Tax reductions 
to houses affected by wind turbines, 
acknowledging the devaluation of their 
value.

A fall in house prices would have a 
knock - on effect throughout the village, 
particularly if further turbines were to 
follow. In their Gazette article GCT Ltd 
said “we can say with confidence that 
this turbine will not adversely affect 
house prices” but this is merely an 
opinion and has no factual basis. Ask 
yourself, would you buy a house near a 
wind turbine?

Has there been consideration given to 
alternative locations?

Gamlingay Community Turbine Ltd. said 
in the November issue of the Gamlingay 
Gazette that “there have been six sites 
that we have reviewed to date”, but later 
provided a map showing that all six sites 
were in fact close together, in the same 
area, between Gamlingay and Potton 
Wood. 

Map provided by GCT Ltd showing 
the six locations they considered

The proposed site is less than 1 km from 
residents, a Care Home and some local 
businesses and just over 1km from a 
school. The negative effect on health that 
these people may suffer due to noise and 
flicker from the turbine should not be 
underestimated.
The site is also 400m from the Clopton 
Way footpath and close to the proposed 
Gamlingay Nature Trail. It is less than 
400m from Potton Wood, a designated 

Site of Special Scientific Interest, home 
to a wide range of mammals and birds, 
including bats, a protected species, and 
the migrant nightingale.  Local villagers 
will also be aware that the proposed 
turbine site is a regular route for 
migratory birds, including daily flights of 
geese. 

There would also be a huge visual impact 
on what is arguably one of the best 
views in Gamlingay which is there for 
all to enjoy. The article in the December 
Gazette states that the proposed turbine 
“has the lowest tower size for the 
Enercon 33, thereby minimising the 
visual impact” but nonetheless the 
actual height is 177ft and will certainly 
dominate the surrounding area.

If this application had been made in 
Scotland it would almost certainly have 
been rejected as in Scotland Planning 
Policy 6 – Renewable Energy it says 
“wind turbines within 2km of a house 
would be discouraged” There are good 
reasons for them to have set this policy.

Is this the thin end 
of the wedge and the 
beginning of more 
turbines?

Yes it is likely to be. 
The GCT Ltd. stated 
categorically in their 
Gazette article that this 
will always be a single 
turbine, but again this is 
an assurance that they 
are not in a position 
to give. We know that 
developers are actively 
trying to establish 
large scale windfarms 
in our area. Planning 
applications have 
already been rejected 
at Langford, Weston 
(near Baldock), Linton 
and Longstowe. It is 
obvious that if planning 
permission is granted 
to GCT Ltd. then these 
developers would know 
that here is a site where 
further applications 
for turbines are likely 
to be approved. The 
Weston application was 
for multiple turbines of 
about 400ft in height. continued on page 1�
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If such a wind farm were approved for 
Gamlingay the turbines would be seen 
from all over the village with all the 
associated problems.

Noise and Flicker

A lot has been said regarding noise but 
no actual measured information has been 
supplied. We are told that the turbine will 
generate 103dB(A) and this of course can 
occur at any time of the day or night. We 
all know how quiet Gamlingay is. We 
do not live in a town, we can hear horses 
neigh from two fields away at night and 
at harvest time the sound of tractors 
can be heard from far across the fields. 
Rather than quote theoretical models for 
noise we need to be told by how much 
the ambient noise in the village will be 
raised.

As said before the turbine should be a 
minimum of 2km from any housing or 
schools.

Concerns over aircraft and local 
airfields

GCT Ltd, have stated that the proposed 
turbine “fully meets Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA) requirements”. This 
will have to be reassessed when the CAA 
standards and guidelines, which are 
currently being updated, come into force.

Notwithstanding the CAA guidelines, 
the proposed wind turbine would be 
opposed vigorously by a local airfield, 
on the grounds of safety to aircraft and 
persons on board. This is because the 
turbine will be a projection into the 
Fuller’s Hill airfield “protected” circuit 
pattern area.  Should the turbine be built 
within the proposed location/area of the 
village we understand that this could 
cause dispersion of aircraft over the 
village. Re-routing of aircraft will lead 
to a change in noise footprint and may 
lead to increased track miles being flown, 
thereby increasing CO2 emissions.

The Solution

As responsible people, we support the 
case for renewable energy and are not 
opposed to a company making a profit 
in this way, provided there is no adverse 
effect on the community. We would give 
full support to the proposal if the turbine 
were to be sited more appropriately, 
bearing in mind that it can be sited 

anywhere in the country and just needs a 
connection to the National Grid. We have 
previously suggested to GCT Ltd. that 
siting it on an existing wind farm is an 
obvious solution.

What happens next?

The Parish Council have said that if 
they receive notification of a planning 
application they will treat it as a large 
planning application and will have a 
public meeting to discuss it, so that 
they can get a representative view of 
the village enabling them to formulate 
their policy regarding wind turbines. 
All residents should go to that meeting 
and express their views. If we work 
together we can have a solution that 
benefits everybody, but if the Directors 
of Gamlingay Community Turbine Ltd 
continue to adopt such a cynical view of 
genuine and reasonable fears, then they 
should expect very strong opposition to 
their scheme. 

New Fitness Classes in 
Gamlingay
by Caroline Betts

Back in the autumn I wrote an article, 
letting you know that I intended to 
start teaching an exercise class. Well, 
that class is now up and running and 
as “Ed” reminds me, I said I’d let you 
know the details – so here’s a piece 
about it!

The ethos behind 
the class is that it will 
run term-time, except 
for the first and last 
weeks of term. It should be suitable 
for a wide range of people and allow 
them to exercise at their own pace. 
The class does not use choreographed 
routines, so it’s straightforward to follow. 
Each exercise targets specific muscles 
(normally combining two moves at once 
to maximise the effect within the time 
and keep you concentrating). As we 
move from one exercise to the next, we 
work different muscles, so we fatigue 
each group and then move on to the next. 
The class is designed to use as many 
different muscles as possible, balancing 
the movements for maximum joint 
stability. Even in the cold weather we 
have been having, doing this class will 
warm you up and defrost the chilliest of 
toes! The combination of exercises offers 
participants various benefits:
· Raises your metabolic rate, so 

you burn more energy both during and 
after the class – useful for helping to 
reach and maintain a healthy weight
· Tones up muscles, helping you 
achieve a strong, healthy, more youthful 
posture 
· Increases flexibility – being 
more flexible can make everyday tasks 
easier and can also help to protect you 
against injury
· Helps you relax – by stretching 
out and breathing deeply at the end of the 
workout, stress levels fall quite naturally

Those who have already 
joined the class have 
made a number of 
comments to me about 
the benefits they have 
noticed:

“I’ve noticed an improvement in my 
posture already!”
“It’s a good way to get fit before I go 
skiing.”
“I feel more supple.”
“I can really feel it working my inner 
thigh muscles.”
I am really enjoying teaching the class 
and feel the difference in myself – I feel 
stronger and more toned after teaching 
just a few sessions.
So if the Holiday has left you feeling 
more Christmas pudding than Christmas 
cracker, or if you simply want to try a 
new way to improve your health and 
fitness, then please come along or contact 
Caroline Betts on 01767 650485 for 
more information.
Total Wellness Workout, £5 per class
Thursdays (starting 13th January 2011) 
7.30-8.30pm at The Old Methodist 
Chapel (next to the First School), Green 
End, Gamlingay

Fridays (starting 14th January 2011) 
9.30-10.30am at St Mary’s Church Hall 
(near the Emplins), Gamlingay
NB Bring some water to drink and an 
exercise mat or a towel for floor work. 
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What a strange year it has been for 
gardening!  A very cold and prolonged 
winter delayed Spring till it finally 
arrived as in former times, not earlier 
and earlier as we have had of late.  

I thought the Spring blossom was 
better than ever, and I noted a really 
good display of Amelanchia sinensis, 
Magnolia Leonard Merrill and 

Viburnham carlocephalum.  These shrubs 
are not usually blooming at the same 
time and looked wonderful together.
About the only advantage of last winter’s 
severe frosts lasting so long was that 
there were far fewer Lily beetles this 
summer. The larvae could not survive 
the cold and as a result I could count the 
quantity I killed on the fingers of one 
hand
Vegetables:having had a shortage of rain 
at just the wrong moment last year, I 
decided to grow climbing French beans 
this year, as they are less affected by 
bee inactivity.  I grew two round-pod 
varieties and one flat-pod, the round 
pod Sultana and Cobra were excellent, 
and are still fruiting as I write in mid 
- October.  They needed watering of 
course, but so did the flat pod one, 
Hunter, which was not very successful 
and quickly became stringy.  My very 
favourite French bean is Delinel, 
delicious, no strings and a really good 
cropper.  For the first time I planted a late 
crop in early July and they are cropping 
still as I write.  All crops, both vegetables 
and flowers, required watering this year.  
We installed an irrigation system in a 
damp year and did not need it, but it 
came into its own this year.
  Because I always grow something 
new each year I tried red flowered 
broad beans in the spring, and although 
the flowers were pretty, the crop was 
no better than conventional varieties.  
Another vegetable grown for the first 
time is Salsify, which has thick grass-like 
leaves and long roots not unlike parsnips.  
The taste, however, is very different, 
quite mild and needing spicing up with 
ground coriander, nutmeg or garlic.  It is 
probably best served in a medley of root 
vegetables.
  When the warm weather came quite 
early, in the Spring, it was difficult to 
keep up with cropping broad beans and 
peas and mangetout, which all came 
in a hurry and were then over, so a 
surfeit, followed by shortage seemed 
to be the order of the day.  I found that 
conventional lettuce bolted quickly in the 
heat, so they were sown at very regular 
intervals and the thinnings were eaten 
before they had time to mature. 
 Oriental leaves were very useful as 
they can be cut frequently until the 
next sowing has grown sufficiently to 
be cut in turn.  Sweet corn was better 
than it has ever been. It had the kind of 
weather that was familiar in its native 
America.  The cobs were many and 
large.  My crowning glory this year was 
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The Carbon

TSAR
Happy New Year all. This is the year you 
resolve to insulate the loft, put that foil 
stuff between your radiators and the wall 
and so on. All of which brings me on to: -
Heat Surveys - do you have the coolest 
property in Gamlingay?
The council are going to loan us a thermal 
camera. This gadget, apart from tracking 
burglars and enemy tanks, can also show 
where heat is being lost from a house. The 
plan is to offer villagers a service whereby 
we photograph their house in infra-red 
and give them a photo showing where 
heat is being lost. This will hopefully be a 
guide to corrective measures. Note there 
is no intention of any kind of ‘snooping’. 
This will only be done with prior consent. 
Contact me if you are interested (we 
planned to do this last year but ran out of 
cold, we won’t this time).

Geek section - how much CO2 in a 
kWh?
Suppose we reduce electricity use by 
using low energy light bulbs or generate 
CO2 free electricity with solar panels or 
a wind turbine - how much CO2 is saved 
per kWh? Electricity is generated from 
various sources, fossil, nuclear, etc. so the 
obvious figure is to average this out. This 
gives about 0.5kg per kWh averaged over 
all sources. However it is not that simple. 
Nuclear and most gas power stations are 
run flat out. The electricity generated from 
coal is adjusted to allow for changes in 
demand. Coal is the dirtiest fuel, a kWh 
from coal is about 0.8kg. It follows that 
electricity saving measures actually save 
0.8kg per kWh not 0.5kg. There is another 
side to this. There will be less advantage 
from travelling by electric train or running 
an electric car and so ‘burning more coal’. 
Of course longer term we still need to use 
carbon free energy and that will mean 
cutting use and investing in renewables. 

Reuse – its better than recycling
I’ve just bought a nice table from the 
Preen Furniture store. It had been handed 
in by someone rather than going to the 
tip. Much better and the money goes to 
charity. Use it. Buying new is so 20th 
century. It is on Sun Street.

Energy Monitors available on 
loan from GEAG

Want to cut your electricity bill? Contact 
GEAG to borrow an energy monitor 

and see how much you are using. These 
gadgets can produce amazing results, 

particularly if there is someone in your 
household switching on the immersion 
heater and forgetting about it. With one 

of these monitors you can catch them out 
and know how much to take out of their 

pocket money!

NEXT MEETING

GEAG members will meet for an 
‘action meeting’ on the 19th January.

A date for your diaries is the 16th 
February. There will be a meeting with 
a speaker from the RSPB. 
It will be a good occasion to learn 
about their activities and plans for the 
new visitor centre.

All meetings are 20:00 to 21:30 in the 
Old Methodist Chapel, Green End, 
Gamlingay. 

Admission Free - All Welcome.

Contact GEAG

For more information, contact 
the GEAG co-ordinator 

Brycchan Carey
18 Mill Street, Gamlingay.

01767 651155
contact@geag.org.uk

www.geag.org.uk

to grow carrots minus carrot fly for the 
first time since we came to Gamlingay 
many moons ago.  They have always 
been sown after midsummer as I heard 
that the female carrot fly is more active 
before that date.  The variety grown is F1 
Fly away, but this time sown in two rows 
surrounded by a nylon net kept erect by 
double bamboos.  This netting of a fine 
mesh was purchased at Waresley Garden 
Centre and I can thoroughly recommend 
it. The roll is fairly long and should last 
a long time and may be cut to size.  I 
rejoice each time we have carrots that 
look good and do not need to have large 
chunks of damaged flesh removed.  Next 
year I shall try to grow them before mid 
summer in the same method and see if 
we can have those truly tasty young ones.  
Old carrots may be grown by the experts!
This Autumn has 
been devoid of 
Cluster Flies which 
invade the house 
as soon as the 
weather gets cold.  
The life cycle of 
these insects starts 
as grubs in the 
warm dampness 
of compost heaps.  
They emerge in the Autumn together and 
act as one unit like a swarm of wasps.  
As the weather becomes colder they 
seek an area of warmth where they may 
survive until starting their life cycle all 
over again.  Usually their area of choice 
happens to be one of our bedrooms, and 
they cannot be moved.  The vacuum has 
to live in that room until they have all 

Contact the Tsar via GEAG or the 
Parish Council (The Parish Council at 
The Almshouse Chapel, Church Street, 
Gamlingay, or e-mail clerk@gamlingay-
pc.gov.uk)

Gamlingay Gardening Club 
– 2011 Highlights

by Molly Brown
Our programme starts on January 5th 
with a talk, Orchids and Houseplants 
by Mrs Ann Tofts. Orchids seem to be 
growing in popularity, both as presents 
and as peace offerings, so this is a great 
chance to learn how to really care 
for a cherished plant.

Wednesday 2nd March brings us 
Mr Aubrey Barker on Cottage 
Garden Plants. I am looking 
forward to this one as cottage gardens 
are my favourite type. I consider my own 
garden to be a cottage garden although I 
have heard it described as a wild garden 
on more than one occasion. A remark 
which makes me much wilder than the 

garden.

Mr Geoff Hodge, our speaker on May 
4th has visited us several times before 
and is very popular. Not only is he very 
knowledgeable, he is also down to earth 
and very entertaining. His talk on Bugs 
and Garden Plagues should interest 
everyone as we have all suffered from 
them.

May 14th is the date of our annual plant 
sale. This is once again being held at 
Honey Hill by kind permission of Mrs 
E Knibbs. As usual we shall have a 
large variety of plants for sale at very 
reasonable prices. Why not come along 
and stock up your garden? You can also 
treat yourself to tea and some of the 
delicious cakes made by our members. I 
do not make cakes but can recommend 
them as I have always considered it my 
duty to test them every year to make sure 
they maintain the high quality expected.

The RHS gardens at Hyde Hall are the 
destination for our summer outing this 
year. This is on Saturday 2nd July when 
the herbaceous borders and the roses, of 
which there are many, should be at their 
best. The dry garden, with its magnificent 
rocks should also be looking good.

On September 7th we have Mr Rod 
Leeds on Bulbs Through the Year. 
Having visited his garden several times 
I can say he not only knows his subject, 
he practices what he preaches with 
wonderful displays of bulbs.

Dr Andrew Ward is speaking to us on 
Fabulous Foliage on October 5th. He 
owns and runs Norwell Nurseries and 
stocks a wide range of plants, including 
unusual ones and new varieties. No doubt 
he will be bringing plants for sale.

Our final speaker of the year, on 
November 2nd, is Mr John Negus with a 
talk entitled Caribbean Calypso. I have 

only heard Mr Negus speak once 
before and if that was anything 
to go by he is definitely not a 
speaker who lets people doze off 
in the back row. He believes in 

audience participation and you are likely 
to find yourself being asked a question at 
any time.

Meetings are held at Gamlingay W.I. 
Hall at 7:30pm.

Sue’s new bathroom

My friend, Sue, had a new loo.
She held coffee mornings in 
there,

What a funny thing to do.

My friend, Sue, had a shiny new 
bath.
All her friends tried it,

Just for a laugh.

My friend, Sue, had a mirror 
with a light.
She had a cheese and and wine 
there,

And they all got tight.

My friend, Sue, had a shower, 
spanking new.
What good, clean friends has 

My friend, Sue.

Gill Spaul

Gamlingay Library
07855 370356 free to join

Tuesday 16.00-20.00
Thursday 17.00-19.00

Saturday 10.30-12.30
At the Almshouse Chapel

See page 30 for 
more library news 
- Ed



GAMLINGAY and 
DISTRICT HISTORY 

SOCIETY

Meeting in room 2 at the Village 
College

7.30pm on the second Monday of 
each month

January 10th 
An evening with the author of 

‘Gamlingay’, James Brown

February 14th
Milestones and turnpikes with 

Michael Knight

All welcome

Friendship Coffee 
Mornings

All welcome, 10:30am

Thursday, 3rd February
Joan and Robert Brown
7 Fairfield

If you need a lift, 
please contact 
Gerry Brunt on 
01767 650 693

Gamlingay & District Writers’ Group
by Tracey Goodwin

 01767 654 830 www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk

A select meeting this month, which meant that there was lots of time to discuss 
everyone’s work in detail, and to talk about writing in general.

1. Introductions

No introductions this month as we’re all old hands now.

2. Review of Targets

We had a review of last month’s targets, and set some new ones, as it was agreed 
that they were very motivating.  This month, we have a variety of targets, from 
entering a competition to writing 50,000 words of a novel!

3. Competition News

We are all planning to enter more competitions.  Someone has to win them, so why 
not one of the Gamlingay Writers?

The Chair’s first novel is being serialised in Aboutmyarea SG19, under ‘Clubs & 
Groups’ and ‘Writers’.

4. Other News

Speaker – thank you to everyone who made the effort to come along and listen to 
Christine Adams.  The effort was well rewarded because it was an extraordinarily 
fascinating and inspiring evening that I’m sure will stay with us all for a long time.  

Christmas Event – this has now been booked.

5. Discussion of Work

This month, the theme was ‘Change Genre’ – or ‘Change Gender’ for the more 
adventurous amongst us!  We had everything from poetry to romance to retellings 
of classic fables, and once again, the standard of work was very high.  What’s more 
important is that we all seem to be really enjoying our writing, and taking pride in 
making improvements.

It’s very positive that all members are getting more confident about expressing their 
opinions on work, so that the author gets useful feedback on their submissions.

6. Aims for the coming month

The topic for 7 December 2010 is Goal, Conflict, Disaster.  Set your character a 
goal, then give them a conflict to resolve, then why not add a disaster just for good 
measure?  Do they rise to the challenge or give up?  Only you can decide!

7. Joining the Group

If anyone wants to join us, they would be more than welcome.  We cater for all 
standards of writer from complete beginners to published novelists.  Contact Tracey 
Goodwin on 01767 654830 for details, or see our website – www.gamlingaywriters.
org.uk.

E-MAIL AND POSTAL SCAM
A scam going round at present 
concerns emails or cards through 
the door.
The message is from PDS (Parcel 
Delivery Service). It informs you 
that the firm was unable to deliver 
a parcel and asks you to ring 0906 
6611911 to let them know when 
you can accept the parcel.
DO NOT do this as it is 
reportedly a scam connected to 
Belize. Your call will apparently 
cost you £350!

Reflections of Gamlingay- a 
conversation with Richard Wright 

by Jackie Hough

Part two, Green Acres and beyond

The final land acquisition came in 1968 
when an additional twenty two acres 
were purchased from Merton College. 
From this point, plans were made to 
build twenty-five houses each year (in 
line with planning policy) and so Green 
Acres was born. Elizabeth Way was 
built in 1972, but across the village, 
Charnock’s Close, St Mary’s, Church 
End and Northfield Close had already 
been built. By the late 1970’s the last of 
Green Acres was being completed with 
a final infill over the original long strip 
gardens behind Cinques Road, Beechside 
and Birchmead and at the front of the site 
in Havelock Close, just beside the current 
allotments.

From 1960 the Company built over 
1,000 houses in Cambridgeshire. The 
first residential development site Richard 
remembers buying was in Comberton, 
just past where the college now stands. 
By 1980 R & H Wale (Export) employed 
a staggering 400 people in the factories at 
Gamlingay.

In 1980 Export Packaging Services 
(EPS) bought the packaging business and 
leased the premises from R & H Wale 
(Export) who sold the site to R & H Wale 
Ltd in 2000.

The site that had once been divided 
between the two brothers finally became 
owned by Hubert Wales’ grandson in 
2000, and that remains the position today. 
It is still totally in the family ownership 
of Nicholas and Alexander Wright.

The Wrights site, (opposite Havelock 
Close) was originally a wheelwright 
and wagon builder, once housing one of 
two village saw mills. The ownership 
was divided between five men: Reg 
and Hubert Wale. Hedley Hodge (who 
lived there as manager and overseer) 
and two Tears, father and son who were 
farmers from Potton. Later, Richard 
purchased their shares in 1961. In the 
1960’s Wrights secured a contract to 
manufacture augers for Gordon Felber 
and Co which became Spira Flite Ltd, 
which went into receivership in 1970. 
Wrights then had Simplex Rustons, 
Bentalls and Brice Baker as distributors, 

using the local station buildings as well 
for storage. 

Wrights auger and flight screw conveying 
business has expanded with additional 
manufacturing capacity elsewhere. 
I found it so refreshing to hear that 
manufacturing is still so much a part of 
the future and not relegated to the dusty 
past glory of the village as an industrial 
employer. However I would add one 
comment from Nick, Richard’s son, at 
this juncture. Nick pointed out when 
scanning this article that there are now 
considerable restrictions and regulation 
of industrial activities on sites such as 
Wrights due in part to their proximity 
to the residential centre. For example, 
considerable attention is paid to the 
limitation of noise to avoid disturbing 
residents. Industry may bring work and 
employment but there are difficulties 
that accompany this. Of the twenty five 
working on site today, only three are 
from Gamlingay, the remainder generally 
driving in from the locality.

Incidentally, Reg and Hubert’s daughters 
both travelled into Cambridge from 
Gamlingay station to attend the girls 
Perse. When the railway and station 
closed the disused site was purchased 
from the railway company  in  1972 and 
developed for manufacturing. 
Later it was leased to Pinewood 
Structures. 

Part of the Station Road site, was once 
used by Wale to refurbish thirty two 
Bailey Bridges, painting them with anti-
radar paint, and for a short while shot 
blasting also took place there. 

In 1963 Peter Hutchinson was manager 
of the woodworking division and left 
to create the very successful Potton 
Timber Company. He took with him 
Tony D’Alton, his assistant, who in 1981 
set up Pinewood Structures with Terry 
Emery at the Station Road site. This 
continues today.

Since 2000 Richard Wright’s family have 
been the managers of the Green End 
industrial units rather than manufacturing 
in them. The back of the site now seems 

quite quiet and deserted, and I have 
noticed that there are certainly fewer 
haulage movements through the centre of 
the village. 

Which brings us neatly up to date, and 
time for another change to the fortunes 
of the Wales site (Green End) in the 
centre of our village. No one knows what 
the outcome of the public consultations 
will be and the future shape of this site, 
but we all watch with interest as history 
remakes itself.

(There is a further more recent aerial 
photograph of the site, which is available 
to view on the village web pages.If 
you are one of the many who worked 
for either company and would like to 
share some of your memories, please do 
contact me, I’d love to hear from you 
- Ed)

Watercolour classes

Vacancies in Gamlingay for Monday 
mornings 10am to noon

01767 654920 or
www.painting-for-your-pleasure.co.uk



Gamlingay Residents Association

The third public meeting of the 
Gamlingay Residents Association was 
held at the Village College on Monday 
November 22, 2010.

Around 100 people attended. The 
meeting was chaired by Robert Brown 
and Sebastian Kindersley. Parish 
Council Chairman, Nick Telford 
Reed, answered many questions in the 
second half.
The chairman of GRA, Robert Brown 
gave his report.
After some fine tuning of the GRA 
Constitution, voting took place for the 
new Committee.  Those elected were: 
Christina Baxter, Robert Brown, 
Philip Gorton, Bridget Mappley, Kate 
Mingay, Roderick Starksfield, Eileen 
Thorpe.

The second half of the meeting was 
chaired by Sebastian Kindersley. 

Nick Telford Reed reported that work 
had started on the building work for 
the Eco Hub, and that this project was 
to cost the parish about £65,000 a 
year, being made up as follows:
£35,000 loan repayment

£10,000 expected trading loss
£20,000 maintenance

A vigorous debate then took place 
on the future development at Station 
Road (85 houses) and Green End (up 
to 125 houses) Questions were taken 
by a representative of RPS who are 
heading the consultation enquiries for 
the Green End Site.

Attention then turned to the wind 
turbine. Chris Smith and Mike Brettle 
fended off a barrage of questions on 
this topic and it was very plain that the 
whole concept was anathema to many 
of those present.  The meeting closed 
at approximately 10.00pm

The Gamlingay Residents Association 
now has a website at:
www.gamlingay-gra.org.uk

Third meeting of Gamlingay Residents 
Association on Monday 22nd November 
2010

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The first meeting was in April this year 
in this hall. It was very well attended by 
over 100 people. This was followed by 
a further meeting at the Church Hall at 
which our first committee was elected; 
which is still serving today.
Under our constitution another and more 
permanent committee was due to be 
elected in July. Due to various factors 
including sickness and holidays this was 
delayed until tonight.
So those of you who are paid up 
members have the chance to vote a new 
committee.
When we started in April our main 
objective was to reflect the wishes of the 
residents, as expressed at that meeting, to 
persuade the existing Parish Council that 
to spend £1.5 million on the Community 
Centre was not a good idea.
We thought it was out of scale for 
a village of 4000 people. It was too 
expensive and we were not convinced 
that all the other possibilities had been 
considered.
However, we lost the argument and the 
Parish Council pressed on regardless: 
keeping the residents totally without 
information. Thus we are where we are. 

The work commenced on November 
1st and is scheduled to finish by May 
1st 2011.  Our attention must inevitably 
turn to the question of running costs 
and repayment of the debt. Tough times 
are ahead for taxpayers as I am sure 
everyone in this hall tonight will agree.
Much change is in the pipeline:
 85 houses in Station Road
 Up to 125 more on the Green End estate
 Where do all the extra people work? Do 
they all get in their cars and vacate the 
village every morning and come back 
at night? We need to be involved in the 
planning decisions which will be made. 
Strangely enough, the Parish Council 
at the Annual Parish Meeting last April 
strongly welcomed the formation of the 
G.R.A. It is to be regretted that they have 
not matched their actions to their words.
If GRA is to be a useful component in the 
democratic processes in this village there 
must be a commitment by the Parish 
Council to listen to the views expressed 
by the residents.
We are very concerned that these 
decisions will be taken without any 
consideration for the involvement 
of the local taxpayer. We think that 
transparency and truth should be the 
watchword of any form of government 
from Westminster downwards including 
our Parish Council. We shall continue to 
do our best to further that aim.

Gamlingay Residents Association



FULL CIRCLE OF FEAR
by Rod .Hough

“Run! Run!”

We always ran from the old house. As 
far as the end of the hedge: where the 
old woman’s spells 
couldn’t reach us.

“Did you see 
her?”

“I saw 
something.”

“Was it her?”

“I’m not sure. I 
wasn’t going to wait for her to turn me 
into a frog or something.”

Small boys’ banter. Half-believed fears. 
None of us quite brave enough to prove 
them wrong.

I stood there again. How long ago? 
Twenty years? Still the same gap in the 
hedge. The same overgrown garden. 
The derelict house in the eternal shadow 
of the tall trees. Grimy windows, too 
dirty to reflect the dying daylight, like 
empty sockets in the old face we had all 
believed lived behind them. But then I 
was nine years old. Now I knew there 
was no old woman waiting to put a spell 
on me.

I walked back a few yards to the gate. 
Not much of a gate now. Rusted and 
half hidden by the weeds that spent all 
summer entwining themselves about 
it; and all winter dying to feed next 
summer’s crop. The gate wouldn’t open 
of course, but I climbed over the top, 
close to the post, feeling both gate and 
post sway under my weight. The front 
door of the house was solid. When had 
it last opened? Twenty years ago? Or 
twenty years before that?

At the back of the house there was 
a window to climb through, the glass 
long gone, an entry for the seeds that 
had taken thin root on the kitchen floor. 
The downstairs rooms were empty save 
for the leaves that littered the floors and 
clung to cobwebs, themselves invisible 
in the gloom. The paper on the walls 
was faded but it had not peeled. Mute 
evidence that the empty shell could still 
keep out the weather. I amused myself 
with thoughts that I might trace the 
present owner and buy the house. The 
final conquering of a nine-year old’s 
fears.

Deeper into the house it was darker 
still and in the hallway there was a 

staircase leading to an even darker upper 
floor. I lit a match while I climbed the 
stairs but this gave little light and left 
me able to see nothing for a while after 
it burned out. When I could see again 
I moved along the landing to explore 
the rooms that lay behind closed doors 

before me. The floor seemed 
firm but cautiously I kept to the 
side, hugging the wall where I 
thought it would be safer.

The first room I entered was as 
empty as the downstairs rooms. 
A small window let in a grey 
light and as I looked a shadow 
moved across it. I felt myself 
go cold. My heart raced. My 

body poised for flight, and then relaxed, 
drained, as the tree, slowly swaying in 
the breeze, tapped gently on the pane 
then went away again.

The next room was larger than the first 
but contained no more to show who had 
used it. I wondered who had slept here. 
The wallpaper, half hidden by the many 
years of dust, was nondescript. Brown 
stripes, brown now, at least, on a paler 
background. I remembered my father’s 
dictum, “Regency stripes. Make the 
room look taller.”

My eyes followed the stripes upward to 
the ceiling. A grimy grey. The whitewash 
no longer white, discoloured even further 
in one corner by a large dark shadow. 
But it wasn’t a shadow. It was a patch of 
soot, for the room had no electric light 
fitting, no gas mantle, it must have been 
lit by a candle carried about the house, 
and stood night after night on some 
cupboard while the occupant of the room 
prepared for bed. I could visualise the 
shivering child, cold in the winter, afraid 
of the dark, blowing out the candle at the 
last minute and running across the floor 
to its bed. Burying itself under the thin 
blankets to sleep until morning when 
the sun would drive away the night’s 
nameless threat.

Back on the landing I looked about 
me. Two more doors. Two more rooms. 
One to the back of the house, one to the 
front. I took the back room first, the door 
handle turning stiffly, the door opening  
judderingly on dry rusty hinges.

This room was larger than the other 
two and my footsteps sounded loud as 
I strode across the bare wooden floor to 
a cupboard, half hidden in cobwebs, in 
one corner. The cupboard was locked. 
Or at least it did not open easily. I sat 
on the floor, heedless of the dust, and 
stabbed my heel at the door, close to the 
lock. The door buckled inwards until it 

met the shelf inside but it made a gap 
big enough to put my hands in, grasp the 
door and twist it off its hinges.

The effort was worthwhile for there on 
the shelf lay a book. `Improved Postage 
Stamp Album” declared the legend on 
the cover. I flicked through the pages. 
No penny blacks in mint condition. A 
solitary penny red with a torn corner; 
the young Queen’s face almost obscured 
by the postmark. On the pages headed 
‘Germany’ a few stamps, their original 
values heavily overprinted with values 
in thousands of Marks. I knew from my 
own stamp collecting days that I had not 
found a fortune. These stamps were as 
worthless now as they had been when 
new. I turned more pages. Dried out 
stamp hinges fluttered to the floor but 
no more stamps. I felt disappointment. I 
suppose I had hoped to find something 
more than someone else’s cast-off toys. 
The title page said ‘This Album Belongs 
To’ but there was no name. Perhaps the 
owner hadn’t cared enough to bother. A 
passing fancy. A gift from some relative 
perhaps. Not a wanted thing. I thrust the 
book back in the cupboard. I didn’t want 
it either.

I returned to the almost pitch black 
landing and shuffled cautiously to the 
last room. I let myself in and peered 
round in what little light the dirty 
windows reluctantly admitted.

This room was different. It smelled. 
The floor felt gritty and I heard faint 
sounds as though some nameless thing 
moved restlessly in a dark corner. With 
trembling hands, afraid to move into the 
room and afraid to go back onto the dark 
landing. I struck a match. The small light 
was lost in the dark room, exaggerating 
the shadows. But in its brief flare my 
fears were realised. A dark shapeless 
form moved fitfully on the floor at the 
far end of the room. I heard again the 
soft dry rustling of its movement as 
the match burned down and singed my 
fingers.

This sudden pain broke my train of 
thought, and with it the rising tide of 
panic. I cursed, and called out angrily, 
“Who’s there? Who are you?”

No answer came. I fumbled for the 
matches, struck two or three together and 
held the brighter light above my head. I 
looked at the dark mass across the room. 
Did it move? Hesitantly I approached 
it. It seemed to move again but then 
was still. I struck more matches, feeling 
panic again in the dark interval while I 
groped in the box. The light flared. The 
shadows danced. The thing at my feet 

resolved itself into a bundle of old coats.
This time when the flame died there was no panic. Instead, I laughed. The relief was as strong as the fear had been and both died 

away together. Then I became aware again of the rustling. This time though I realised it came from above me and striking another 
match looked up into what I saw was a gabled roof. Hanging from the rafters, for there was no ceiling in this room, were dozens 
of small forms - bats. The rustling noise came as they moved slightly against the roof and each other. 

From outside, through the partly open window through which the bats probably came and went, I heard voices. Children’s 
voices, calling to each other in loud whispers. I moved across to the window and as I got closer could make out the words being 
said.

“Did you see her?”

“I’m not sure. I think so.”

I tried to look out but 
the pane was covered in 
cobwebs and dust. I raised 
my hand to wipe it clear. 
There before me was the 
hedge. Through the gap I 
saw, briefly, two boys, pale 
faced, wide eyed as they 
turned and disappeared. 
Above the clatter of their 
shoes in the lane I heard 
the cry:

“She’s there! The old 
woman! Run! Run!”

Gamlingay Woods, on a frosty 
December morning.

by Rod Hough



WHAT’S ON IN JANUARY and FEBRUARY WHAT’S ON IN JANUARY and FEBRUARY

Over 50’s walks 9.30 start from Community Centre Car park. New members 
welcome. 

Please arrange the walk with a lunchtime venue in mind for those 
who wish to eat and enjoy a chat.

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New 
members most welcome. tel: 651 025 .

Friday, 7th January Simply personal with Paul Foley

Friday, 14th January Competition number 4 - open Judge Ray Kimberley

Friday, 21st January ‘An old codger’s AV’s’ with Brian Davies

Friday, 28th January ‘Wildlife hunting with a camera’ with RIchard Revels

Friday, 4th February Competition number 5 - open Judge Ian Johnson

Friday, 11th February Tales of travel with David Hone

Friday, 25th February Seasonal scenes with Liz and Barries Hatten

Gardening Club

Wednesday 5th January Orchids and houseplants, with Ann Tofts

Wednesday, 2nd February Garden design techniques, with Graham Pavey

History Society

Monday, 10th January An evening with James Brown

Monday, 14th February Milestones and turnpikes with Michael Knight

W I 7.30pm WI Hall

Tuesday, 18th January ‘Someone has to do it’, with Rodney Tibbs

Tuesday, 15th February Life of a racehorse, with Geoffrey Evans

Parental Forum, GVC

Tuesday, 11th January 2011 7 to 7.30pm Gamlingay Village College

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, 
refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, WI Hall.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting, WI Hall.

Hatley Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650477 or email parish-clerk@
hatley.info.

3rd Tuesday of alternate months.
Tuesday 18th January 2011

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. All welcome. We 
meet every other month and further information can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or noticeboards.

The Gazette

Monday, 7th February Copy deadline for March edition.

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Goodwin on 654 830 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month Meeting venue varies.

Guild of St Mary Church Hall 8pm, all welcome.

Monday, 17th January 2011 AGM

Monday, 21st February Spring flowers of Namaqualand by Jean Venning

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff 
Bruerton on 650748.

Neighbourhood policing panel

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown 01767 650978.

1st and 3rd Monday of month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.



Neighbourhood 
Watch

HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community Healthcare Appointments 651 150
Child Health Clinic Meet at Baptist 

Church hall
CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 696650
Car Care Scheme Sue McPherson 652 949
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency Fire 01223 376 217
Non-emergency Police 0345 456 4564
Community Police PC Lee Scott 0845 456 4564
Neighbourhood Watch Christine 

Theobald
651 051

PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,
Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

Library Debbie Hare 07855 370356
Forward Gamlingay Chair: 

Ian Wakeling
Hatley Parish Council Clerk Leanne Bacon 650 477

parish-clerk@hatley.info
POLITICS
MP Andrew Lansley. 

Conservative.
01954 212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0845 0450 500

PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND EDUCATION 
Babies and Toddlers Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 940
Rainbow Preschool Sue Warner or Louise Ealey 652 157
Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 676
Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 491

Natalie 691 477
GAMA Bridget Smith 650 510
Care Club closed
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
First School Office 650 208
Carers Lunch Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Roy Dennis 650183

Thursday Badminton Bridget Smith 650 510
Football Club Chair: 

Brian Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian Culverhouse 651 020
Tennis Club Amanda Hardy 650 124
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church Hall Kate Golding 651 215
WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George Village 
Hall

Mr Marshall 650 971

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gamlingay and District 
Gardening Club

Jean Venning 
Membership 
Liz Tayler 

261 298

650 600
History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Skatepark Association Pauline Girdwood 651 091
Target Group Jackie Hough 651 070
Over 50’s walks Meeting at 

community centre 
Booklinks Vicky Phillips
Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of Dance Susan Lucas, 316 518
St. Neot’s Model Railway 
Club

John Kneeshaw E mail: j.kneeshaw@
ntlworld.com 

Painting for Pleasure
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian Kindersley 651 982
Jackie Hough 651 070

Gamlingay Writers Tracey Goodwin 654 830
www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk

Village Show Steve Mitchell 654 984
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s Almshouses 
Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian Kindersley

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District Round 
Table

Lee Packham Brown 650978

GEAG (Gamlingay Environmental Action Group) Brycchan Carey 651 141

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay Guides Benita Scott 650 547
1st Gamlingay Brownies Maria Spence 0771 1161 618
1st Gamlingay Rainbows Helen Oldham 631 720
Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Beavers Karen Crutchington Email: karen.

crutchington@sky.com
Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gransden/Everton Cubs Barry Jefferd 261 000
Scouts Thursdays Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Scouts Fridays Chris Elwood 07879 698477
Explorers Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

CHURCHES
Baptist Church Minister, James 

Gilbert
651 519

St Mary The Virgin Rector: Steven 
Rothwell

650 568

New Life Fellowship Rev O R Inskip 01223 710373
SCHOOLS
First School Head J Newman 650 208
Village College Head M Clark 650 360
First School Association Via school office 650 208
Village College Friends 
Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information

PARISH COUNCIL - email and web details
Clerks Leanne and Kirstin gamlingaypc@lineone.net
Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Nick Telford-Reed ntelfordreedgpc@tiscali.

co.uk 
Vice Chairman Jayne Wright jwrightgpc@tiscali.co.uk

3/4th November Green End 
Between 1900 & 0400 thieves entered a locked yard by cutting a wire fence. Once 

inside they damaged the fuel caps of eight lorries and stole fuel. An outdoor diesel 
storage tank was also damaged and had fuel stolen from it

ANECDOTAL
And The Moral of The Story Is...

A teacher gave her fifth grade class an 
assignment to get their parents to tell 
them a story with a moral at the end of it.
The next day the kids came back, and 
one by one began to tell their stories.  
Kathy said, “My father’s a farmer and 
we have a lot of egg-laying hens.  One 
time we were taking our eggs to market 
in a basket on the front seat of the pickup 
when we hit a bump in the road and all 
the eggs went flying and broke and made 
a mess.” “And what’s the moral of the 
story?” asked the teacher.
“Don’t put all your eggs in one basket!”
“Very good,” said the teacher.

Next little Lucy raised a hand and said, 
“Our family are farmers, too, but we 
raise chickens for the meat market.  We 
had a dozen eggs one time, but when 
they hatched we only got ten live chicks.  
So the moral to this story is, don’t count 
your chickens until they’re hatched.”

“That was a fine story Lucy.  Johnny, do 
you have a story to share?”
“Yes, ma’am!  My daddy told me this 
story about my Aunt Marge. She was a 
flight engineer during Desert Storm and 
her plane got hit.  She had to bail out 
over enemy territory, and all she had was 
a bottle of whisky, a machine gun and a 
Machete.
So she drank the whisky on the way 
down so it wouldn’t break. She then 
landed right in the middle of 100 enemy 
troops. She killed 70 of them with the 
machine gun until it ran out of bullets, 
then she killed 20 more with the machete 
until the blade broke.  She killed the last 
10 with her bare hands.”
“Good heavens,” said the horrified 
teacher.  “What kind of moral did your 
daddy tell you from that horrible story?”
“Stay away from Aunt Marge when she’s 
been drinking.”

Cambridge Water helps 
library turn new page

Cambridge Water is helping Gamlingay 
Library to begin a new chapter in its 
history.

The water company has awarded the 
library a Community Life Fund grant of 
£250. The money is to help the parish 
council-funded library stock up on new 
books and shelving for its forthcoming 
move to the Gamlingay EcoHub next 
summer.

District councillor Bridget Smith said 
“We are really pleased to have received 
this grant from Cambridge Water. Since 
county council funding for the library was 
withdrawn a number of years go the parish 
council has relied heavily on the good will 
of volunteers and generous donations from 
the public to keep it up and running.

“Earlier in the year we had to move it from 
our existing site at the village college to 
inside the actual parish council offices in 
Church Street. While the space is not that 
much bigger than someone’s front room, 
we are still managing to function as a 
library, with hundreds of books on display 
and access to many thousands more on a 
request basis. 

“The fact that 200 people are still 
continuing to use the library every month 
has really proved to us how important it 
is for the people of Gamlingay, so we are 
very excited about our forthcoming move 
to the EcoHub.”

The library has set itself the task of raising 
£7000 in preparation for the move, to buy 
shelving, books and other office furniture.

Anyone who would like 
to make an additional 
donation should contact 
01767 650310.



The Police
Non-emergency number:

0345 456 4564

Gamlingay Library
07855 370356 free to join

Tuesday 16.00-20.00
Thursday 17.00-19.00

Saturday 10.30-12.30
At the Almshouse Chapel


