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GAMLINGAY UNITED COLTS UNDER 13’s
by Louise Hickson

Gamlingay secured third place in their league on Sunday 
2nd May. What a superb finish to the season. They were 
playing league leaders Haverhill. Gamlingay had secured 
a win against them a few weeks ago to end their 12 games 
without defeat. 

Gamlingay knew it would be a hard match but this seemed to spur the 
team on to a four nil win. Well done to all the boys for their fantastic 
achievement this season.
Squad -Leo, Ben, Ryan, Josh, Kieron, Reece, George, Matt R, 

Christian, Tyler, Taig, Joseph, Connor, Jack, Sean, Matt C and Daniel . 

I am sure all parents and boys would like to thank Dave, Garth and Paul 
for their commitment throughout the season.

Gamlingay & District 
Gardening Club

by Celia Radford, Secretary

We have some spare seats left on 
our annual day outing. 

This year we are visiting 
Sissinghurst Castle Gardens in 

Cranbrook, Kent 
on 

Saturday 3rd July. 

Coach leaves Gamlingay 
Crossroads at 8.45am.  

Ticket price £22 (includes coach 
and entry into Sissinghurst.)

Please call Liz Tayler on 
01767 650600

 or Carmel Dennis on
01767 260344. 

First school 
summer Fayre

Saturday 26th June 2010
11:30 to 2:30

Come and support the school’s 
biggest annual fund raiser.

See page 2 poster for further 
details

Gamlingay Library Access Point
by Debbie Hare

Introducing your child to the Library at an early age should be a fun and exciting 
experience.  Peppa Pig, Pippin & Auntie Mabel and The Tweenies all have episodes 
that are regularly shown on television giving great examples of what happens when 
you visit the Library.
 



The Church of St Mary the Virgin

SAINTS, SINNERS AND SCARECROWS

SCARECROW WEEKEND
In and around the Parish Church

19th & 20th June
12 noon to 5pm

Entertainment, Stalls
Refreshments

Adults £2.00 Children free

A First for our Church

Come and vote for your favourite scarecrow

See posters around the village for more details

Further details and entry forms from Gerry Brunt (650 693) and 
Margaret Starksfield (651 002)

Gamlingay Social Club events for June 2010

Sunday 6th June 21:00     - Quiz Bingo
Saturday 12th June 08:30 - England World Cup Game
Sunday 13th June 08:00   - Quiz Night
Sunday 20th June 21:00   - Quiz Bingo
Sunday 27th June 18:00   - Poker Night
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News from the churches

PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND 

EVERTON CUM TETWORTH
Rector: Revd Steven  
 Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller

The Rectory, Stocks Lane

11 Bunyan Close

650 568

650 779

KEY
E=Everton 

G=Gamlingay
H=Hatley St George

Services for June 2010

6th Trinity 1 8am Holy Communion G
10am First Sunday Communion Service G
6pm Evensong E

13th Trinity 2 8am Holy Communion E
9.30am Parish Eucharist (Stewardship Sunday) G
11am Parish Eucharist H

20th Trinity 3 8am Holy Communion G
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

27th Trinity 3 8am Holy Communion H
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist & Baptisms E
6pm Evensong G

Dear Readers,
If you like your saints and holy people then June is a good month, for the Christian church commemorates a whole 
number of them throughout the month. I like the story of one of the lesser known holy men Sundar Singh whom the 
church remembers on 19th June.

Sundar Singh was born into wealthy Sikh family in northern India. Sundar Singh’s mother took him to sit at the feet 
of a Sadhu, a holy man, who lived in the jungle some miles away, while also sending him to a school in order to learn 
English.

The death of Sundar Singh’s mother, when he was fourteen, plunged him into violence and despair. He took out his 
anger on the missionaries, persecuted Christian converts, and mocked their faith. In final defiance of their religion, he 
burned a Bible page by page as his friends watched. Three nights later whilst bathing Sadhu loudly asked if the true 
God didn’t show Himself that night, he would commit suicide. Finally that night before the break of dawn Singh saw 
a vision of Christ with His pierced hands. 

Before dawn, he awakened his father to announce that he had seen Jesus Christ in a vision and heard his voice. He 
told his father that from now on he would follow Christ forever. The discipleship of the teenager was immediately 
tested as his father pleaded and demanded that he give up this absurd conversion. When he refused, his father gave a 
farewell feast for his son, then denounced him and expelled him from the family. Several hours later, Sundar realised 
that his food had been poisoned, and his life was saved only by the help of a nearby Christian community. And that 
was just the beginning.

He died mysteriously whilst visiting Tibet in 1929. 
Our own introductions to Christianity are probably less dramatic. Most of us are not called to travel extensively by 

foot to far away places, as Sundar Singh was. Stories of men and women who are pushed to the extremes of faith can 
provide encouragement and inspiration. They might also raise lots of questions, like ‘Did that really happen?’ Saints 
and holy people have responded to a calling, in some cases with great zeal and in other cases with great reluctance. 
That is the crucial bit for us; whilst we are not all called to lives of servitude, or extreme living, we are each called in 
a particular way to be who Gods wants us to be. We can do no more than respond to that calling. 

Revd Steven Rothwell



News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary Mrs Joan Oakley 01767 650069 

Church Services
Every Sunday morning 10:45am
Communion is always celebrated on the 
first Sunday of each month.

Weekday Meetings
House Groups:
Mondays 10:00am
Thursdays 7:45pm
(Venue as announced)

‘Women in Partnership’
For the Ladies:
On the second and fourth Tuesday of 
each month at 3:00pm.
(contact above for details)

Prayer
The Church is open between 2:00pm 
and 3:00pm every Wednesday for 
prayer, all are welcome.

The Alpha Course
For those who want to find out more 
about Christianity.
If interested, please contact our minister 
for details of the next course.

Dear Friends,
As I am writing this an election looms, we are about to go to the polls and Mr. 

Brown (who may or may not be the Prime Minister when you are reading this!) is in 
the news, having made a gaff – after a difficult meeting with electors, on getting back 
in his car, he forgot to turn off his microphone and the world got to hear what he really 
thought…

We all have a public face, the façade we don’t mind others seeing, those aspects 
of our characters that we are happy to present to the world, the self we present that 
we feel others will find acceptable – we may not be running for high office, but the 
majority of people want to be well thought of or accepted by others. 

As human beings we look on externals – we don’t see the person underneath, so 
when a politician or celebrity who we have admired behaves badly, we feel let down 
by them. Yet they are no different than they were previously, we have just got to know 
a little more about them, they have ‘feet of clay’ just like everyone else. 

in the Old Testament, David is held up as the model king, when he was chosen by 
God, outwardly he was singularly unimpressive – even his father did not bother to 
bring him out, his brothers appeared so much better (1 Samuel 16:11). God reminds 
us ‘The LORD does not look at the things humans look at. Man looks at the outward 
appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart’ (1 Samuel 16:7) 

Whilst we have our public face, there are aspects of our characters, our private face, 
that most of us would be horrified for others to see – Arthur Conan Doyle once played 
a practical joke on a number of prominent men, he sent them all the same telegram: 
‘Flee at once, all is discovered’ and to his great amusement, all of them fled the 
country…

God looks on the heart, He sees all that we are and yet still loves us, we cannot hide 
from Him as we would from other people. There is security in that, in that we are fully 
known and do not have to hide. He does not pass over our imperfections however, 
because He is perfect and this is why Jesus came, to deal with our imperfection and 
make us acceptable to God – and this calls for a response. 

God loves us as we are, but too much to leave us that way.  

How’s your public face?
Best wishes!

James.

Coffee Morning Event 
– in aid of Sinai Orphanage, 

Madras
Sinai Orphanage is in Marmallapurum 
in Madras and is run by Pastor John. 
The orphanage takes in street children 
and aims to give them an education and 
a good start in life. It is a charitable 
institution with no government or 
agency funding.
In the Large Hall (Former British 
School)

Thursday 17th June 2010
10:00am until 11:30am

Do join us for tea/coffee and cake.



Agendas and Minutes are available on the website www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk 
For information on the Eco – Hub please visit  www.gamlingay-ecohub.info

Parish Council meeting 13th April

● Community Buildings
Community Centre Management Committee (CCMC) AGM was well attended – new committee members have been appointed.  
Marketing exercise will start September 2010.  Hall will be emptied by 25th April, storage has been arranged off site.  CCMC have 
agreed to accept management of bookings for the MUGA subject to agreeing split in income with Parish Council.  WI hall and Old 
Methodist Chapel have been decorated.
● Churchyards
St Mary’s paths –Architect has advised that planning application is to be submitted shortly.  Cemetery – a memorial in the 
cremated remains section is contrary to the regulations and will need to be reduced in size – stonemasons are to be asked to  liaise 
with the family to reach a solution.
● Library 
Positive meetings with County Council and Sir Peter Brown – although many cuts in Library provision are needed across the 
county, the assessments used are now wider ranging, looking at activity rather that just book issues. County were impressed with 
the plans for the future.  Alternative venue for Library not yet determined.  
● Miscellaneous
Public session – Mr Gorton advised the Parish Council that the inaugural meeting of the Gamlingay Residents Association had 
taken place and a vote by show of hands on the night indicated that a majority of those present were in favour of reducing the 
cost of the Hub project and recommending further survey of parishioners views.  Mr Fairbrother representing the Green Acres 
Residents Association advised the council that it was disbanding and passing responsibility for the maintenance of green areas 
within the estate back to the owners R&H Wale.  Other members of the public asked questions about the Hub – reference was made 
to the website www.gamlingay-ecohub.info and to the Annual Parish Meeting when more information will be able to be given on 
the project.

The Gazette – Mrs Hough was invited to attend the meeting.  Vice Chair Jayne Wright commented that the Gazette was an asset to 
the village, gave an insight into the life of Gamlingay and that the parish council were committed to continuing to contribute to it  
and had enquired about the cost of making a dedicated quarterly 4 page insert.  The parish council had queries about some of the 
articles and letters which have appeared in recent issues and topics discussed with Mrs Hough included editorial control, committee 
structure, its involvement in published content and how the writers of letters and articles are identified.  The council requested that 
the Gazette committee consider placing the name of each contributor clearly at the top of articles/letters.  Councillors asked that it 
be made absolutely clear that the Parish council has not and is not attempting to “censor” the Gazette in any way.  A question was 
asked about support for the Gazette from the council –a specific budget is identified every year for this but the Gazette committee 
has not applied to access this.

101 members of the public attended 
to hear Chairman Nick Telford – Reed 
(NTR) give a review of the year and a 
comprehensive background to the main 
topic of the evening – Gamlingay Eco-
Hub, before handing over the scheme 
architect Dan Jones from Civic Architects 
and Quantity Surveyors Ian Horton and 
Ray Ingerfield from NTN Partnership.  
County and District councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley and Bridget Smith also made 
statements.
NTR explained that parish councillors 
work on an entirely voluntary basis, do 
not claim allowances and are governed 

by a strict Code of Conduct. Due to 
decentralisation being the trend in 
government, parish councils are expected 
to take on more and more responsibilities 
– in this parish street lighting was one 
example of this trend.  Given this, it 
was heartening to see parishioners 
becoming more involved through 
community groups like the Gamlingay 
Environmental Action Group (GEAG) 
and the newly formed Gamlingay 
Residents Association (GRA).
The Eco-Hub – NTR pointed out that 
3 parish council owned community 
buildings were single use and external 

funding was not forthcoming to simply 
refurbish or repair an existing building of 
this type – all the cost would fall to the 
parish council.  The Community Centre 
Management committee in partnership 
with Forward Gamlingay and the parish 
council developed a business plan for the 
future of the building as a community 
resource – not a commercial enterprise. 
Key aspects were a building which 
would have multiple users, be modular in 
approach and be sustainable.  In 2009 the 
complex tendering process was started.  
At this point the budget for 2010-11 was 
being decided and the parish council 

Annual Parish Meeting 27th April 2010

by clerks Leanne Bacon and 
Kirstin Rayner

continued on page �



necessity, predictions but that they are 
as robust as they can be. These figures 
indicate that CCMC can start to generate 
a surplus from year one onwards and 
from year 2 should be able to cover the 
loan repayments.
Mr Gorton thanked the Architect and 
Quantity Surveyors for their professional 
presentation.  He queried the figures 
quoted on the plan for professional 
fees asking if they could guarantee this 
– it was explained that some fees have 
already been paid and the figure shown 
relates to on site fees only.
Mr Robert Brown of GRA posed a list 
of 8 questions to the parish council. 
He acknowledged that several of these 
had been answered in the presentations 
already given.  Any member of the 
public wishing to view the full tender 
specification documents may do so at the 
Library from Thursday 29th.  The Parish 
council would be happy to meet with 
GRA to discuss the possibility of making 
electronic copies available, although 
it was made clear that advice given 
by CPALC is that the full tender need 
only be consulted in detail by the parish 
council which has already democratically 
approved its content.
Mr Finnegan said people aren’t against 
the Eco-Hub just concerned about 
the possibility of escalating costs and 
agreed that the current building is now 
an eyesore.  He asked how the CCMC 
anticpate earning the projected income 
when the centre was only making £7-£8k 
before it closed and who will make up 
the shortfall?
Ian Parker explained that many new users 
had made commitments to use the Hub. 
NTR added that as holding trustees the 
parish council had accepted that they are 
the “backstop” if community buildings 
need financial help – as the council 
already does for both the WI hall and Old 
Methodist Chapel.
Jane Orchiston – thinks Gamlingay needs 
a large hall and deserves a facility like 
the Hub.
Bryccan Carey of GEAG made a 
statement that his group had assessed 
the Eco-Hub on the basis of whether it 
is good for the local environment, the 
global environment and helps to build 
a strong community and it succeeded in 
“ticking all the boxes”.
Other members of the public asked 
about alternative plans that had been 
considered and what will happen to other 
public buildings.  NTR reiterated that 
there was no question of selling either 

made the difficult decision to allow for 
repayments on a loan of up to £500 
000 to be included.  Legal advice from 
The Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
Association of Local Councils(CPALC) 
meant that the parish council moved to 
closed session to discuss the project at 
this stage of the highly structured and 
formal procurement process.  This caused 
some criticism of  the council for being 
“secretive”, NTR apologised for this but 
hoped that it was now clearly understood 
why the project had to be progressed 
in this way and will continue until the 
contract is signed.
The latest plan for the Eco-Hub was 
outlined with a breakdown of funding.  
The build cost for this scheme is £1 161 
139.   Just short of £500 000 of external 
grant funding has already been secured 
– this is a extraordinary achievemnent.  
Another £103 197 of grants have been 
applied for.
This plan allows for the parish council 
borrowing £350 000 from the Public 
Works Loans Board and the Community 
Centre Management Committee taking 
out a further loan from Community 
Builders of £250 000, with the 
repayments being supported by the 
parish council in the first 3 years.  These 
loan repayments will be funded from 
the amount already allocated within the 
2010-11 budget. The exciting aspect of 
Community Builders is that they will 
match this loan with a grant – potentially 
another £250 000 of external investment 
in our village.  This application has been 
subject to very vigorous and prolonged 
consideration of income and expenditure 
projections by Community Builders 
financial experts and will hopefully be 
determined in June. This unfortunately 
means a delay to the hoped for start date 
for the project, but the parish council 
cannot make any binding decisions on 
the final scheme until full funding is 
secured.
Members of the public were then invited 
to speak.
Janette Rafferty and Ian Parker – Chair 
and Treasurer of the CCMC made a 
statement about their strong belief in 
the Community Centre and its place 
in the village and the clear need for 
a facility such as the Eco-Hub.  Mr 
Parker outlined his financial experience 
as a chartered accounted and finance 
manager for two large charities.  He 
stressed that the income and expenditure 
figures circulated at the meeting are, by 

the WI or the Old Methodist Chapel until 
suitable facilities are provided elsewhere.
Lindy Gorton said that she thought a lot 
of questions had been answered tonight, 
Philip Gorton agreed that the village 
needs a hall but that lessons from the 
last building need to be learned and a 
sufficient sinking fund established.  Ian 
Parker pointed out that allowances have 
been made for a sinking fund and that 
the income projections would support 
an increase in this if CCMC deem this 
necessary. 
A question was asked whether the 
installation as well as supply of 
renewable technologies was covered by 
grant funding – it was confirmed that this 
was the case - the parish council has been 
extremely successful in getting this 100% 
funding.
Detailed questions were asked about the 
tendering process – it was explained by 
the Quantity Surveyors that the parish 
council has taken the prudent decision 
to procure the building contract on a 
traditional tender basis in order to retain 
close control of costs.
Other answers to questions:-
● There is a referees changing 
room
● Soundproofing has been passed 
by building control
● Security and anti – vandalism 
measures have been considered and 
included
● The youth wing is not included 
in the current plan but is designed in such 
a way that it could be added on if funding 
is found and could easily be expanded if 
necessary
● Section 106 monies (planning 
benefit) can be used to repay any loans 
taken out to bring forward community 
benefits such as building the Eco –Hub.
● There is £27 300 in the budget 
this year for works to the churchyard 
paths and wall 
● The badminton court will be 
below club level (as it is at present)

County Councillor Sebastian Kindersley 
made some closing comments thanking 
NTR for an extremely detailed and 
measured presentation and expressing his 
hope that this will be solid way forward 
for the whole community to deliver 
something of benefit to all.

continued from page �



Councillor’s Column
Annual Report on 

District Council issues
by Bridget Smith

continued on page �

Housing Futures
The year began with our residents voting 
against the transfer of our housing 
stock to a housing association.  The 
residents had been deluged over the 
preceding months with countless glossy 
brochures, visits from officers and DVDs 
encouraging them to support the transfer. 
Those of us in opposition had warned 
the whole way through that things 
were being moved too fast and that the 
residents were not open to coercion and 
bribes. Of great surprise to the cabinet 
the vote against was over 70%.  The cost 
of this exercise was over £800 000.  

Shared Revenue Service
Further money was wasted investigating 
a shared service with Uttlesford DC 
to jointly manage the revenue service. 
South Cambs ‘encouraged’  Uttlesford to 
withdraw from the proposed partnership 
when they realised that the benefits to 
the DC were not going to be as great as 
first expected.  This exercise cost another 
£160 000 with the added complication of 
Uttlesford trying to sue us for their costs.

Revenue shortfall
South Cambs DC are now facing a £1.6 
million shortfall which has necessitated 
huge economies which have hit staffing 
as well as services.  The first service 
to suffer was the resident wardens in 
our sheltered housing schemes.  The 
situation has been slightly relieved with 
the council, receiving some unexpected 
funding but still we are no longer to have 
resident wardens but wardens who float 
between 2 or more housing schemes.  
Residents who I talk to feel extremely 
let down by this – they bought into a 
resident warden scheme which they now 
no longer have.  Bearing in mind that 
research shows that over 70% of older 
residents do not feel safe and supported 
in their communities this is obviously an 
issue that needs addressing urgently.
Staff have also been cut to accommodate 
the revenue shortfall.  In all we have lost 
30 positions including half of the New 
Communities team and 8.5 positions 

from planning.  Planning has been hit 
because of the effect of the recession on 
planning applications.  I am particularly 
worried about the cuts in the New 
Community Team as it means that we 
have lost our specialists in arts, sport, 
economic development and climate 
change.  The few who remain are now 
generic posts which will greatly dilute 
their impact.
Services are also going to be cut 
especially in relation to maintenance of 
housing schemes e.g grass cutting and 
litter picking.

Blue Wheelie Bins
You will by now know that you are due 
to get a new blue wheelie bin which will 
take a much wider variety of material for 
recycling including tetrapaks and plastics 
of all types.  We have one of the top rates 
in the county for recycling and have to 
meet government targets for doing so.  
However this all comes at a cost of over 
£1.5 million.

Grants
A number of my parishes have received 
grants this year from South Cambs and 
other public bodies and I have been 
very pleased to be able to help them in 
achieving this.  Longstowe have built a 
lovely playground, Gamlingay have had 
grants of £60 000 from South Cambs for 
the proposed Eco Hub and Ltl Gransden 
and Arrington have had grants for their 
churches.

Complaints
When I arrived 2 years ago at the council 
I was very concerned at how poorly their 
complaints procedure worked. Having 
investigated this I found it was in part 
due to problems in ascertaining what is a 
service request and what is a complaint. 
We now have a customer care officer and 
things are much improved.

Buses
I have dealt with lots of complaints 
throughout the year about buses – both 
reduced services (18, 18a) and buses 
that don’t show up when they are meant 
to.  I have put in a very strong complaint 
to Stagecoach which is currently being 
investigated.

Cycling
 I was very pleased to have our idea of a 
commutable cycle route from Gamlingay 
to Sandy Station taken up by GEAG 
and SUSTRANS.  In fact SUSTRANS 



Friendship Coffee 
Mornings

All welcome, 10:30am

Thursday, 3rd June
Lindy Gorton, 
The Emplins

If you need a lift, 
please contact 
Gerry Brunt on 
01767 650 693

continued from page �

were so interested that they are now 
investigating a cycle route through to 
Cambridge.

SPEP
Gamlingay have signed up to the 
South Cambs Sustainable Parish 
Energy Partnership.  This means that 
they have an identified councillor and 
community member willing to champion 
green initiatives to reduce the carbon 
emissions of their parishes. I sit on the 
Carbon Change Working Group which 
administers this initiative and have high 
hopes of it being truly effective.

Carbon Charter
We also have a charter that businesses 
no matter how large or small can sign up 
to to demonstrate their commitment to 
reducing the carbon emissions of their 
businesses.  Do look on the website for 
further details.

Chairman’s Delegation
Planning decisions are currently either 
decided by a planning officer or by the 
planning committee.  Earlier in the year 
there was also the option of going to a 
chairman’s delegation which was very 
unpopular with parish councils. After 
a concerted campaign by a very large 
number of parish council this system was 
recently disbanded

Speeding and Road Safety
Speeding continues to be a huge issue 
for all my parishes.  I have just seen one 
of the results of the long overdue review 
of our A and B roads by the County 
Council relating to the A1198 which 
is recommending a reduction in speed 
limit south of Arrington to the Wimpole 
roundabout.    Gamlingay has ongoing 
concerns with parking in Church St  and 
I have been involved in discussions 
with the CO OP and the police to try 
to resolve this.  We have secured an 
agreement from the CO OP that they will 
not allow their lorries to deliver when 
the children are going to and from school 
and that they will restrict their parking on 
the pavement.  They have also agreed to 
salt the footpath when it is icy.

 Elections
The council voted by a large majority not 
to support all out 4 yearly elections but to 
stick with the current system which does 
keep councillors on their toes.

Children’s Centre
Despite very determined lobbying from 
Sebastian and me the County Council 
saw fit to put our Stepping Stones 
children’s centre in  Bassingbourn.  They 
claimed there was greater evidence of 
need and deprivation there.  Recent 
research by the Children’s Area 
Partnership has identified serious 
levels of deprivation within pockets in 
Gamlingay Ward – so we were right 
all along.  Another argument was that 
Bassingbourn could deliver their building 
by summer 2010 – however it is not due 
to open until next year.

Gypsy and Traveller Development 
Plan

Government has dictated that South 
Cambs must allocate over 80 more 
pitches. This process has now largely 
been completed.  The research has 
also identified that gypsy and traveller 
children have dramatically worse 
outcomes as far as health and education 
is concerned than other children.  It 
is therefore very important that these 
children have access to schools and 
health care in order to break the circles of 
deprivation.

Housing targets
We have also had to accommodate huge 
government targets for building new 
houses.  Most of these have been located 
in the Cambridge fringes so that they do 
not disrupt our rural villages or put extra 
strain on our already congested roads.  
However, Marshalls have just announced 
that they do not want to relocate the 
airport so we still have to find space 
somewhere for about 12 000 new homes. 



Friends of St. Mary’s, Gamlingay
JAZZ

♪♫    in the    ♪♫
BARN

AT
CASTLE FARM

STATION ROAD, GAMLINGAY
7.30 PM - 11.45 PM

SAT. 26TH  JUNE, 2010
dancing to

THE SAVOY JAZZ BAND

LICENSED BAR
BARBECUE SUPPER AVAILABLE

Tickets: £12  - Children’s concessions

available from:
Sue/David Thorne, Rose Cottage, Church End, - 651 668 
Andy Banham, Taylard House, Church Lane, -  650 517 
Brian Jones, 22 West Road,  -   650 008
Philip Gorton, The Emplins, -   650 581

Exciting new exhibition by local artist Gillian Flack at:

The Eagle Gallery Castle Road, 
Bedford. MK40 3QP

June 5th to June 11th 2010
10am to 5.30pm daily (except Sundays)

All work for sale and everyone welcome

Gillian is showing new landscapes of both local scenes 
and work painted abroad.

Local Potter, Brian Dewbury is showing 
his latest ceramics
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An extremely fruitful and productive 
Annual Parish Meeting  took place 
on Tuesday 27th April at which the 
planned main topic of discussion was 
the Eco Hub.

Over 100 people attended and heard 
excellent presentations from the 
project architect, Dan Jones of CIVIC, 
the Quantity Surveyors (QS), NTN 
Partnership and The Parish Council 
Chair, Nick Telford-Reed.  The 
information presented at the meeting 
is now available on the website www.
gamlingay-ecohub.info and the full 
specification documents are lodged in 
the library for anyone who is interested 
to look at them in detail. Please note that 
the only reliable and accurate sources 
of information regarding the Eco Hub 
project are the website, the Parish 
Council (PC) and the Community Centre 
Management Committee (CCMC).  
All other information sources are 
uncorroborated and may be incorrect.

Details of the complex tendering 
process were explained as well as the 
current funding situation. Regularly 
updated information about the funding 
will be on the website and is not 
presented here as it may well be out 
of date by the time the Gazette goes 
to press.  The QS explained that 5 
contractors were invited to submit 
tenders and that the lowest of these 
was extremely competitive and also 
extremely robust.  The name of the 
preferred contractor cannot yet be 
released for legal reasons.

The architect explained that the whole 
project had been designed so that once 
the PC knew how much money would be 
available they could decide how much 
of the building they could deliver in this 
first stage and how much would have to 
wait for more grants to be secured at a 
later date.  
The decision has now been taken to:- 
● refurbish the whole building, 
● to include all the renewable 
technologies (ground source heat, solar 
water and photo voltaic cells) for which 
100% funding is available  

● to build on a new front extension and 
small hall/dance studio.  

The total cost of this, including VAT 
and professional fees is  £1,396,835.00.  
The QS pointed out that this is a fixed 
rate contract that the builder has to stand 
by unless the PC decides on changes 
during the build (which hopefully they 
will not).  There is a 4.2% contingency 
built into the contract for unforeseen 
problems but a Full Bill of Quantities 
Tender ensures that there is minimal risk 
of incurring extra costs. 

The proposal at the moment is that 
the borrowing be shared between the 
Parish Council and the Community 
Centre Management Committee.  The 
CCMC have applied for a £250 000 loan 
from Community Builders whose very 
stringent procedures will only sanction 
loans to organisations who can very 
robustly demonstrate their ability to 
make the required interest and capital 
repayments in total.  In other words, 
they will not lend money to the CCMC 
if they are not absolutely sure that the 
Eco Hub will independently earn enough 
to service that loan in full by year 3 of 
operation.

Mr Telford-Reed stated very clearly that 
the Parish Council has already agreed 
that the precept charge is to increase 
by an average of £10 per household 
this year and there will be NO change 
to this. He also reiterated the council’s 
decision to borrow no more than £500 
000 and ideally less.  A question from the 
floor clarified the point that the Parish 
Council may well be able to repay the 
loans early from developers’ section 106 
contributions  and that this may lead to 
either a freezing of the precept or better 
still, a reduction.

A further question regarding whether all 
the fixtures and fittings were included in 
the tender prices was answered by Dan 
Jones.  He confirmed that the PC had 
asked for some fixtures and fittings to be 
included e.g. changing room furniture, 
washroom facilities, some storage, but 
that others had been deliberately left 
out.  The reason for this was that they 
were to be funded from separate grants 
which are not included in the total sum 
available for the building of the Eco 
Hub. This includes a grant of £18 000 
from the County Council which has 
been awarded (and received) for the fit 
out of the kitchen.  Further applications 
for money for fixtures and fittings are 
being submitted by a number of the user 
groups  e.g The Players, The Library, 

Eco Hub 
Redevelopment 

Project 
Report from the Gamlingay Eco Hub 

Group April 2010
by Chris Emery
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the Sunshine Pre School, the youth club.  
These grants could not be submitted 
before the tenders were agreed. These 
groups are seeking money for the stage, 
the bleacher seating, the library furniture 
etc. The Library has already made one 
successful application.

Mr Ian Parker the treasurer of the 
Community Centre Management 
Committee gave a very informative 
presentation about the expected costs 
of running the Eco Hub and of the 
income that it could be expected to 
earn.  He demonstrated clearly that 
the expectation was that the Eco Hub 
would make a small profit in its first year 
which would increase as the number of 
users increased.  He was also at pains 
to point out that a sinking fund was 
to be set up from year one to secure 
money for the ongoing maintenance of 
the building. This would be limited to 
£3600 per annum for the first 5 years as 
any problems would be covered by the 
contractor’s and architect’s professional 
indemnity insurance.  Once the Hub is 
well established more money will be able 
to be allocated to ongoing maintenance.

Mr Telford-Reed was asked what other 
options had been investigated and he 
detailed what the costs would be of just 
reroofing the existing building and of just 
refurbishing it.  He pointed out that it had 
not been possible to secure any grants 
for these options.  The possibility of just 
demolishing the centre was discussed 
and Mr Telford-Reed stated that in order 
to do this, planning permission would 
need to be sought and that it would 
only be granted for the demolition of 
a community building if the PC could 
demonstrate that they were providing 
alternative facilities elsewhere.  He 

also reaffirmed the Parish Council’s 
undertaking that NO decision about 
the futures of the other community 
halls would be taken until alternative 
facilities were in place and even then full 
community consultation would be carried 
out to ensure that everyone’s opinions 
were taken into consideration

Representative from a wide number 
of village organisations, including 
Gamlingay Residents Association, 
Gamlingay Players, Gamlingay Youth 
Café etc asked many questions of the 
design team during the 3 hour long 
meeting.  The consensus at the end of the 
evening was that people had had every 
opportunity to ask about what concerned 
them and that their questions had been 
answered in great detail and to most 
people’s full satisfaction.  

In conclusion, there are still a few 
funding hurdles to get over before 
enough money is in place but it is 
sincerely hoped by the Hub Steering 
Group that they have succeeded in 
allaying many of the concerns of the 
community.  It is always their intention 
to be open and honest about the project 
and they always welcome new members 
to the Community Centre Management 
Committee 

Gamlingay Eco Hub Group 
(made up of representatives from the 
Parish Council, CCMC and Forward 
Gamlingay responsible for steering the 
Eco Hub development)

If you do not have access to the internet 
the CCMC Secretary, Mrs C Emery, will 
happily provide you with an up to date 
print out of any web pages you require.  
Tel 01767 261710

60’s night
The Rock Island Rebels
Saturday 12th June 2010

Gamlingay Village College
Licensed bar, bring your own food

Contact Vic Cook 01767 651 449
another great night out...!

Raffle for National Deaf Children’s Society



GAMLINGAY YOUTH 
NIGHT IS THURSDAY 

NIGHT!
Now running at

WI HALL 
WARESLEY ROAD 

GAMLINGAY 
 

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CAFÉ
5.30pm to 7.15pm
School years 5 to 8

Run by Rachel, Lucy and Barbie.

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CLUB
7.30pm to 9.15pm

School years 8 to 11
Run by county youth workers

GAMLINGAY and 
DISTRICT HISTORY 

SOCIETY

Meets in the Library at the Village 
College

7.30pm on the second Monday of 
each month

Monday, 14th June
‘Gettin a livin on the Ouse’ Nita 

Luxford

All welcome

Welcome to GEAG!
Greetings from the Carbon Tsar! From 
now on, I will be sharing my column 
with Gamlingay Environmental Action 
Group. GEAG formed last year to 
provide a forum where anyone in 
Gamlingay and the surrounding villages 
can meet to discuss the many threats 
to our environment including climate 
change, pollution, and inappropriate 
development. 

As village residents and global citizens 
we believe there has to be a balance 
between the past, present, and future 
needs of our community. There must be 
respect for our needs as well as the needs 
of the natural surroundings to ensure that 
future generations of our families can 
enjoy and benefit from the environment. 

GEAG is more than just hot air 
discussion; action is quite literally our 
middle name! 

Improving Transport

We have started tackling the terrible 
transport links that Gamlingay has had to 
put up with for too long. We now have a 
chance to do something about it. We have 
set up a transport working group which 
will be asking all of us in the village to 
make our views known about transport 
in a short questionnaire – look out for 
it over the next few months. With your 
help, we will be able to find out what 

Gamlingay needs to help people get from 
A to B.

The group has already attended a 
Bedfordshire consultation on bus 
timetables to put forward suggestions for 
improvements including sensible links 
with commuter trains from Sandy as well 
as looking into cycle path options. 

Reducing Energy Bills

One thing we all notice are our energy 
bills! GEAG is loaning out energy 
monitors that show you how much 
electricity you are using in real time. 
Switch on the kettle and see the 
electricity levels notch up. Think you’ve 
turned everything off? Then think 
again... this device will make you hunt 
out those forgotten-about switches and 
energy-hungry appliances. We’re pretty 
sure you’ll be able to cut your electricity 
consumption straight away, saving you 
money and carbon. Contact us to borrow 
a monitor and get some tried and tested 
tips on cutting your energy use. 

Speakers and Discussion

As well as these activities, we have a 
full programme of speakers and themed 
evenings at our monthly meetings (see 
the box above). For advance notice of 
events and other news join GEAG by 
contacting Brycchan Carey (see details in 
box) or just turn up to our meetings.

GEAG Events

June Action Meeting
Wednesday 16 June 2010

Topics include the Green End 
housing development and the 
aircraft stack over the village.

July Guest Speaker
Wednesday 21 July 2010

Bruce Pittingale from Eastern 
Carbon Reduction Initiative will 
show how good insulation and 

micro-generation saves you 
money!

All our meetings are free and open 
to all. They are held at The Old 
Methodist Chapel, Green End, 

Gamlingay
7.30pm – 9.00pm

Borrow an Energy Monitor

Ever wondered how much 
electricity your household 

uses? Want to save money 
on your electricity bill? 

Contact GEAG to borrow a 
FREE energy monitor which 
will help you to cut your bills 

right away!

~ Contact GEAG ~

Gamlingay Environmental 
Action Group is a group 

of local residents who are 
working towards a more 
sustainable future for the 

village. For more information, 
contact the GEAG co-

ordinator Brycchan Carey
18 Mill Street, Gamlingay.

01767 651155
contact@geag.org.uk

www.geag.org.uk



letters
Dear Editor,

Having attended a number of the ECO 
Hub meetings I felt compelled to 
finally put pen to paper in appreciation 
of the presentation given to us at the 
Parish Council meeting on the 27th 
April 2010.

The whole meeting, chaired by Nick 
Telford-Reed was conducted in a very 
professional manner. The presentation 
from Civic Architects and NTN 
Partnership was clear and concise 
highlighting the areas of concerns 
from the village and I believe allaying 
the fears about the building.

The financials were clear and show 
the mammoth task being undertaken 
to obtain the grants. Well done to 
Bridget on all her hard work in this 
area. 

The questions fielded from the GRA 
were necessary and well put together 
and again got the required answers on 
the night.

The success of the meeting for me 
was when a number of individuals 
who previously were very negative 
about the Hub actually admitted they 
were not against it but just a little 
nervous over the financials. This is 
understandable but the other options 
were shown in the presentation and 
they showed they really weren’t an 
option.  

The team here are not deliberately 
hiding anything from the community 
but actually trying to deliver a project 
that will benefit us all for years to 
come, so lets get behind them, support 
them and get rid of the present eye 
sore as soon as possible.

On a closing note - one area I still 
cannot get my head around is why 
some people really want to see the 
Tender documents (over 500 pages of 
literature and drawings), what are they 
going to do with them?  

Kind Regards
Mr R Boissieux,
21 Station Road

Dear Editor,

re: Oh! What an ugly war

Imagine arriving in a village and 
asking “Where is the eco-hub?” You 
will be met with a blank face and a 
dropped jaw. So you explain that it 
is where local inhabitants gather  to 
participate in social events. “Ah, you 
mean the village hall. Why didn’t you 
say so?” Quite!

How could anyone come up with or 
agree to such techno-babble as eco-
hub? When a village expands towards 
becoming a small town, the term 
“community centre” is appropriate 
and won’t imply an invasion of little 
green men from another world.

It has been suggested that this 
building could be in the centre of the 
village but that would expose even 
more residents to the noises which 
can emanate from it. The present 
location seems ideal, especially 
during Spring, Summer and Autumn 
months when, for example, wedding 
guests can step outside to enjoy the 
open space and an enviable view of 
the countryside.

Given our nation’s dire financial 
state and the parish’s inadequate 
funds, what is wrong with restoring, 
enlarging and renovating the existing 
building? Such practice has worked 
well for centuries.

Having been a proud resident of 
Gamlingay for a great many years, I 
hope that good sense will prevail and 
we can see an end to the sad and sorry 
state of affairs we have now.

Ivan Williams
2 Birchwood
Green Acres



Gamlingay Library
07855 370356 free to join

Tuesday 16.00-20.00
Thursday 17.00-19.00

Saturday 10.30-12.30

News from 
The Lodge 

nature reserve 

by Mark Brandon

Summer is now well under way, the 
days are longer and the birdsong 
slowly quietens down now that the 
busy breeding months are ending. 

There is still some time left to enjoy the 
birds singing, although with the trees in 
full leaf, it can sometimes be tricky to 
spot them.

Some birds do have two or even three 
broods in a season, so there can still 
be some that are rearing young and 
collecting food. Other birds, like the 
spotted flycatcher, are late arrivals from 
their distant wintering grounds and have 
a later breeding cycle, they will still be 
singing.
On the new heath, we will be hoping 
that the heather that started to flower last 
year will have seeded, developing and 
spreading to other areas and eventually 
becoming the dominant vegetation. This 
should attract nationally rare heathland 
birds like the nightjar, dartford warbler, 
woodlark and tree pipit along with 
specialist invertebrates. We may have 
to wait quite a few years before this 
happens though!

Many of the ground nesting bees and 
wasps will be busy buzzing and buzzing 
over the sandy ground, where some 
specialists burrow little round holes to 
nest and live in.

June is also a good month to see 
grassnakes basking and slithering along 
the paths. I have seen them in many 
different areas of the reserve and often 
a long way from water. The natterjack 
toads will soon be emerging from the 
ponds, although they are very difficult 
to see, especially as they are mainly 
nocturnal.

The Lodge reserve is open every day of 
the week, from dawn to dusk, and there 
are plenty of organised events: just ring 
to book. Entry is included in the car-
parking fee - £4 a car for non-members, 
free if you are members or just visiting 
the shop. The shop (01767 680541) is 
open every day and has everything for 
people who love nature. 

RSPB Events For June 
2010

Some of our events over the next few 
weeks:
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays 
throughout June (weather permitting).
Date With Nature; Woodpecker watch.    
11am – 4pm
Watch our woodpeckers as they rush 
around the reserve feeding and raising 
their young. We’ll try to spot them 
popping in and out of nest holes and 
listen for them drumming, looking for 
a flash of colour as they swoop by. 
Telescopes and binoculars for extra 
special views!
Free event. Donations welcome.

The Twilight zone… Dusk walk.
Take an evening walk around the new 

heath and woods with us. With luck, 
owls, bats and other night time creatures 
will be heard
 (or seen !) along the way.
We will keep our ears open for the 
chance of hearing a nightjar, a bird 
we are hoping to attract back to the 
heathland.
Cost:Adults £4,RSPB members 
£3,children £3, RSPB Wildlife explorers 
£2
Booking essential, pay in advance.
Sat 5th June          7:00pm- 9:00pm
Sun 13th June     10:30am -4pm
National Garden Scheme Open Day
A special day as The Lodge opens its 
gardens and house as part of the National 
UK open day.

We’ll also have Wildlife gardening 
advice and children’s activities.
Light refreshments and teas available.
Costs: £5, £3 RSPB members, Children 
free



Gamlingay Residents’ Association
(GRA)by Robert Brown, Chairman 

Following the first meeting at the Village College on April 7th 2010 which was 
organized by Philip Gorton and chaired by Sebastian Kindersley, and attended by over 
140 people, a further meeting was held in the Church Hall at which around 50 people 
attended.
From this second meeting a committee was formed comprising Christina Baxter, 
Robert Brown, Lewis Girdwood , Philip Gorton, Gareth Leech, Bridget Mappley, 
Kate Mingay, Chris Smith, Roderick Starksfield
This committee has met twice since and after electing Robert Brown as Chairman, 
Kale Mingay as Secretary, and has co-opted Eileen Thorpe as Treasurer, has now set 
to with the process of fulfilling its declared objectives.  These objectives are:
To understand the financial framework and finances of the Eco Hub project.
To scrutinize the financial and funding obligations which the Parish Council is 
undertaking in the name of the residents of Gamlingay.
To further broaden our scope to include many other issues which are of great concern 
to us all.
We do not represent any political party. Nor do we represent any faction within the 
village. Above all we are not the “Young” against the “Old”. We all wish to see the 
best facilities that can be afforded,

Report from the Chairman to the annual meeting of the Parish Council, 27th April 
2010
A group of residents considered that this village needed an open forum to consider 
and discuss matters of importance to Gamlingay. Several residents have over the years 
tried to make our voices heard but with singular lack of success. We consider that 
there is a very real need for an organisation where issues can be discussed in an open 
and non judgemental way. To this end the Gamlingay Residents Association (GRA) 
was formed during a meeting at Gamlingay Village College on 7th April 2010.
A Draft Constitution, as well as a draft Manifesto, have been published and are 
available for anyone to see. An initial Committee has been elected and is engaged in 
putting real life behind the bare idea. The Committee is anxious to receive views from 
any resident of the village. This is your organisation so it is up to you to help in the 
process of foundation.

The essence of the GRA is to allow open discussion that can reflect as many views as 
possible and not any single “party” line. We undertake to reflect all views expressed 
in a fair and open manner. To this end we hope to record those views and publish 
the results promptly and fairly. The record will attempt to show not only a balance 
between views but the recorded majority of views. Ideally we will ask people with 
informed views to lead the discussion.
If you are interested and wish to hear more contact the Chairman, Secretary or
Treasurer.
Robert Brown Chairman 7 Fairfield, Tel: 654995
Kate Mingay Secretary 4 Dickerson Close Tel: 650849
Eileen Thorpe Treasurer 1 School Close Tel: 651197

Please return to a committee member. 
I am interested in becoming an active member of the Gamlingay 
Residents’ Association

Name:      ................................................................................
Address:  ...........................................................................
      ................................................................................

Tel: ................................................................
Email (to be informed of meetings etc)

 ..............................................................................................



STATEMENT AND QUESTIONS FROM GRA TO PARISH 
COUNCIL ASKED AT  

MEETING ON 27TH APRIL 2010
by Robert Brown

The Gamlingay Residents Association have several concerns regarding the 
information that has thus far been available to us regarding the Eco Hub and therefore 
we have formulated the following eight questions which we feel raise the key issues 
at this stage. We would therefore like to put these questions to the Parish Council and 
receive an answer to each question in turn.

Question 1: Has the Parish Council taken an irrevocable decision regarding the 
Eco Hub i.e. has a contract been awarded and entered into?  
ANSWER: NO

Question 2: Have the Parish Council secured guaranteed funding for the capital 
costs of the whole project?  
ANSWER: NO

Question 3: Does the capital cost as quoted by the Parish Council include the 
full fitting out costs e.g. fitting of kitchen, furnishings etc? What allowances have been 
made for a contingency in the project costs?  
ANSWER:NO

Question 4: Why can’t the full tender specification of project be made available 
either in electronic form or online on the website?  
ANSWER: NEEDS FURTHER DISCUSSION

Question 5: Who takes ultimate responsibility for the capital build of the 
proposed project? (Previously it has been stated that this responsibility is shared 
between the Parish Council, the Community Centre Management Committee and 
Forward Gamlingay!) 
ANSWER:  GAMLINGAY PARISH COUNCIL

Question 6: Who is responsible for delivering the revenue stream in the business 
plan for this project? Who is then responsible for expenditure and what sinking fund 
has been made available for ongoing costs and maintenance of the building?  
ANSWER: COMMUNITY CENTRE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Question 7: What options have the Parish Council considered or are considering 
to the current proposal?  
ANSWER :NUMEROUS OPTIONS HAVE BEEN CONSIDERED OVER THE 
PAST FIVE YEARS

Question 8: GRA would like to have a meeting with the Parish Council to 
discuss the best way to hold a further open meeting to encourage informed debate 
around the project to allow individuals more time for questions and answers with the 
relevant experts. Would the Parish Council agree to this?         
ANSWER: GPC WOULD BE DELIGHTED TO MEET AND TALK WITH THE 
GRA

The GRA would like to thank the Parish Council for the opportunity to speak at this 
meeting and bring our concerns to you. Thank you.

Gamlingay Residents’ Association
(GRA)



ICELAND’S ASH

Worldwide travel cancelled,
Causing teeth to gnash,
Lots of folk were stranded,
Caused by Iceland’s ash.

Investing funds in Iceland’s banks
Some people lost their cash.
But now they’re reaping some return
It’s called VolcaniCash.

Now, when it comes to women’s hair,
Blonde can seem quite brash.
So, next time, ask your stylist
For the latest shade of ash.

As for all the housework,
I can do it in a flash.
‘Cos if the house looks dusty,
I can blame it on the ash!

But, peaceful skies, devoid of planes
(In case a jet might crash),
Are just a distant memory,
Way back in clouds of ash.

Gill Spaul, Gamlingay, 2010

The Gamlingay 
Show 2010

by Jan Cooper
Gamlingay Village College is 
the place to be on Saturday 

18th September 2010. 

Visit ‘The Gamlingay 
Show’ to show off your 
talents in the competition 
classes; view classic cars 
and motorbikes; watch 

a wide variety of dance 
displays; have a go on funfair rides; visit 
the beautiful owls in the Raptor display; 
spend your money on the stalls; be 
amazed by the many clubs and societies 
in our village; choose from a wide variety 
of food and drink and meet up with old 
friends.

All this and more for an entry fee of 
only £3 per adult and £1.50 for children 
and concessions. 

What a great day for all the family from 
1pm until 5pm!

Don’t forget to watch out for the entry 
forms and rules for the competition 
classes which will be included in the 
July/August Gazette. Entries still only 
30p each.

If your club or society would like to be 
considered as a recipient of some of the 
proceeds from this year’s show, please 
put the request in writing and hand in at 
either: 2-4 The Cinques, Gamlingay or 69 
Green Acres, Gamlingay
or by e-mail to gamlingay_show@yahoo.
co.uk



Friends oF 
GamlinGay 

VillaGe colleGe

We would like to thank the 
Co-Op, Gamlingay, Cameron’s 
News, Gamlingay and Potton 
Service Station for donating 
Easter eggs for our raffle. We 
had a total of 15 eggs and made a 
profit of £72.50. 

The draw took place on 1st 
April after a cake sale which 
made a further £99.40. Funds 
raised will help finance the 
‘Shaking Up Shakespeare’ 
week-long drama course visiting 
school in May.

It’s beautiful to see veggie boxes 
and salad gardens shooting 

into life. By now you probably have 
set all your boxes back outside to 
enjoy the longer sunlight hours. 

As your salad crops diminish you 
can sow seed at regular intervals to 
enjoy your efforts until late October. 
If you have loose leaved lettuce these 
can be picked throughout the season 
continually regenerating. As your 
tomatoes flower you should consider 
tapping them gently as you pass to 
enjoy a well pollinated crop.

Lawns
Take a look at your turf. If you feel 

it will need relaying, seeding, feeding 
or patching, then May and June are 
the perfect time to receive the best 
results. The humid atmosphere gives 
the roots of the turf the best conditions 
to grow happily. If you intend to 
feed and weed 
your lawn then 
ensure rainfall 
is imminent as 
some treatments 
can scorch 
the grass if 
not washed in 
sufficiently.  



Annual Cubs Tug of War at 
Woodbury Hall

by Shere Khan, Philip Hough

The Bedfordshire cub scouts met once 
again for the tug of war and cross country 
challenge.
Twelve Gamlingay cubs took part with 
plenty of support from parents and 
siblings.

The tug of war is a knock-out 
competition and despite our best effort, 
we were taken out in the first round.
But our other cub pack Gamlingay and 
Gransden managed to not only win their 
rounds but took the trophy again this year 
in the final. Well done!

After a short interval the cross country 
event started. This is divided into age 
groups, and goes right around the 
perimeter of the Estate parkland. The 
Gamlingay cubs ran well gaining a 2nd 
and 3rd place in the 8 year old’s and 
indeed overall winners for this age group.

Well done to all the cubs who came, 
and thank you to all the supporters who 
enjoyed the afternoon in the late spring 
sunshine.



Telephone Contact Numbers for Cambridge County Council

Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult’s Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221

General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0345 045 5206
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361



Neighbourhood 
Watch

continued from page 1

The LAP (Library Access Point) here in Gamlingay has a large range of picture books, board books and junior 
fiction.  We also regularly receive new stock.
 
Joining the Library is free, and you can take out up to 12 items per card. 

 Our Library service is currently being reviewed by the County, and although it seems we are safe from cuts, we are 
monitored on our performance - so please use us, or you could lose us.  Thank you for your continued support, it is valued and 
appreciated.

13/15th 
March

Green End Between 
1400 & 
0845

a would be thief caused damage whilst 
trying to gain entry 

22nd March  Cinques 
Road

At 0730 thieves stole a tax disc from a Jeep.

22/31st 
March

Heath Rd.  Between 
0900 & 
1830

thieves stole an electric fence unit & 
battery from the rear of a stable block

29th March Cinques Rd. At 0925 a male entered shop and asked for 
lighter fuel on credit. When refused he 
grabbed them and left without paying.

31st March Mill Hill Between 
1020 & 
2100

thieves broke into an industrial 
premises and stole works treatment 
equipment 

3rd April Stocks Lane At 1600 vandals broke into premises and set off 
fire extinguishers.

3/5th April Manor Road Between 
1730 & 
1030

vandals have damaged parked vehicles 
by keying

6th April Avenalls 
Way

Between 
0800 & 
1730

thieves stole a quantity of scrap metal

14th April Honey Hill Between 
2020 & 
2105

thieves stole a Vauxhall Brava Pickup 
truck.

16/17th 
April 

Mill Street  Between 
1500 & 
2000

thieves stole a rubbish bin.

20th April Little Heath At 1300 thieves stole various items of metal, 
after enquiring about same.

20/21st 
April 

Green End Between 
1900 & 
0500

thieves stole diesel fuel from the tanks 
of three lorries.   

Please be aware there have been a number of burglaries from sheds & outbuildings, 
and implements from them have been used to break into others. Please make sure 
these buildings are securely locked. Also
thefts from vehicles left at local beauty spots is on the increase. Keep valuables out 
of sight.
A Police Drop-In Surgery is held every Friday at Gamlingay Fire Station between 3 
to 5pm. (Start times may vary, should they be attending an incident)

Gamlingay Library
07855 370356 free to join

Tuesday 16.00-20.00
Thursday 17.00-19.00

Saturday 10.30-12.30



Monday to Saturday Out 18A 18
Gamlingay, Waresley Rd (North) 07:10 09:17
Cambridge, Drummer St 08:27 10:38
Monday to Saturday Home 18A 18
Cambridge, Drummer St 14:45 17:15
Gamlingay, Waresley Rd (North) 16:01 18:28

Stagecoach Bus Service 18/18A

Monday to Saturday 28 28 28 28 28 28
Papworth Hospital 09:00
Cambourne Business Park (opp) 09:10 11:30 15:30
Gamlingay, Waresley Rd (opp) 07:48 09:40 12:00 16:00
Gamlingay, Maple Ct 07:50 09:42 12:02 12:1�* 16:02 1�:53
Gamlingay, Waresley Rd (nr) 12:20* 1�:55
St Neots, Market Sq 08:18 10:10 12:30 12:5�* 16:30 1�:25

St Neots, Market Sq 10:30 11:50* 13:30 16:25 17:35
Gamlingay, Maple Ct 0�:00* 10:58 12:1�* 13:58 16:53 17:58s
Gamlingay, Waresley Rd (nr) 0�:02* 11:00 12:20* 14:00 16:55 18:00s
Cambourne Business Park (nr) 0�:32* 11:30 14:30
Papworth Hospital 14:40

*not on Saturdays
s ‘set down only’

Whippet Bus Service 28

Monday to Saturday E1
Gamlingay, Maple Ct (opp) 07:55 09:55 11:55 13:55 15:55 18:10
Gamlingay, Waresley Rd (nr) 07:03 07:58 09:58 11:58 13:58 15:58 18:13
Potton Sq 07:10 08:05 10:05 14:05 16:05 17:27 18:20
Biggleswade Bus Stn 07:25 08:20 10:20 14:20 16:20 17:40 18:30
Biggleswade Station Rd 07:28

Biggleswade Station Rd 17:40
Biggleswade Bus Stn 07:30 09:30 11:30 13:30 15:30 17:10 17:45
Potton Sq 07:44 09:44 11:44 13:44 15:44 17:24 17:59
Gamlingay, Waresley Rd (N) 07:51 09:51 11:51 13:51 15:51 18:06
Gamlingay, Maple Ct (opp) 07:54 09:54 11:54 13:54 15:54 18:09

Meridian Line Bus Service E1/E3

Monday to Saturday E3
Gamlingay, Waresley Rd (North) 12:55 14:55 16:55 18:55
Potton Sq 13:05 15:05 17:05 19:05
Sandy Station 13:21 25:21 17:16
Sandy Market Sq 13:23 15:23 17:18 19:15
Bedford Bus Station 13:58

Bedford Bus Station 11:50 15:50
Sandy Market Sq 12:25 14:25 16:25 18:20
Sandy Station 12:26 14:26 16:26 18:21
Potton Sq 12:42 14:42: 16:42 18:37

12:52 14:52 16:52 18:52
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‘Forty Years Ago, I Remember’ - Gamlingay from the air
by Jim Empson



continued on page 2�

Key to squares:
1 Rose and Crown, sign still in-situ (Bill Cracknell). 
 Havelock House, Bill and Christine Empson.
 Clayton’s, Butchers. Len Clayton -(son of George)

2 Peter Knibbs dairy farm on corner - sold to Bill Swannell and demolished. 
Shops already 6’ up.

3 Mark Meeks bungalow; footings on corner of School Close.

4 J.T.C. Robinson headmaster at the school.

7 3 & 5 Crossways. My mother in the yard waving goodbye

8 Hardwicke Arms and pair of semi’s that belonged to the Empsons.

9 The first RASH on Gamlingay.
9 & 10 Conservative Club.

14/15 Empson’s Garage. Plus Henry Hill’s cabbage patch!

16 Gamlingay Glove Company Bedford van and a Ford Zephyr

17  ‘Phone box and schoolboy Len Jarvis’ handiwork!

20 1 acre of glasshouses, built by my father; at this time derelict, but produced 
tomatoes with chrysanthemums in winter - but not during the war

21 Pigeon lofts which I built for dad, circa 1948-9.

Picture 2 (Next page)

Key to squares
1 Homes on the park of Miss Orlebar’s house (4).
 Sheep of Miss Ella Underwood (very close friend of Dorothy O) grazed this 
in winter.

3 Post Office here until late ‘40s.

4 Knibbs Butchers.
 Andy’s - This hut was built by Dad and was where he started trading after 
his service in the RNAS, WWI at Dunkirque.

5 The Cock and Fowlers

7 Alec Norman’s filling station. Home of Ralph Norman’s family which 
included Sheila Gillett and Daphne Gifford who still lives, I think, in what was 
known as Bank Side, along by the Serviceman’s Club - (now The Social Club?)
The white building - The Royal Oak?

8 George Lawmon’s lean-to blacksmiths. I can smell it now! - Still there , 
much to my surprise! (At time of visit)

9 Cerino’s Chemist, on side of drive down to to Gamlingay Glove Co. - (Mr 
Laidler from London.)
Maypole House, home of Emily and Cicely Sills when I was a boy. After divesting 
their property (our house and cottage next to Hardwicke Arms included) built a 
bungalow on the corner of West Road. They called it ‘Cow Lane Corner House’ in 
deference to the parish council which changed its name!  At the time of the photo, 

‘Forty Years Ago, I Remember’ - Gamlingay from the air
by Jim Empson
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home of Mr and Mrs Frank Johnson (formerly of Castle Farm) for many years, then 
Frank and Phyllis (Cade) - their son - who had two sisters, Celia and Sylvia. Frank J 
snr’s Humber Snipe on drive near garage (16).

10/11 Gamlingay Glove Company.

13/14/15  Alec Norman car sales. Showroom top left of 14. Now site of Maltings 
estate.

13 Home of Mrs Jakes and her family - Ken, Frank and Barbara (same age as 
me - same class at school)

Church picture, below - self explanatory except ...
Fred Henman’s lorry outside his home after returning from Covent Garden. Sylvie, 
his wife, usually sat on the step calling out to passers-by. Lorry belonged to Johnny 
Albone, of Potton. White van is outside Margaret Minney’s shop where she cut and 
singed hair of men and squeezed blackheads to order!. She lived at Manor Farm, 
Waresley. (Funny old family - can tell more!)
Barclays bank to right - on Tuesday  mornings home of Ruben Cade.



The War Widows 
Cottages

by Jackie Hough

Frank Gurney recalls watching a football 
match one Saturday afternoon in 1928 
up near Wales’, when the news came that 
the war widows cottages were alight.

These were occupied at this time by 
three widows; Mrs Norman and her three 
daughters, Phylliss, Ethel and Winnie; 
Mrs Blain and her only daughter Barbara; 
and Mrs Jakes with Herbert, her son.

Arriving in Mill Street the scene that 
greeted the football spectators was of 
neighbours and villagers busily collecting 
all they could from the buildings before 
it became too dangerous to go inside. 
Ladies carried linen and men retrieved 
heavier items of furniture, taking 
them across the road into Mr Cox’s 
Undertakers yard for safekeeping. 

Police Constable Worboys had a 
telephone, but Frank thinks he was out, 
making it hard to get the urgent message 
through to Potton Fire station. The Fire 
Chief, Wally Kitchener and the tender 

drawn by two horses clattered their 
approach sounding warning by bell; but 
who managed to call them out, Frank 
doesn’t know.

The thatch had been set alight by a 
firework, and the cottages were now 
well ablaze. The tender, which consisted 
of a pump and central cylinder worked 
by a man at each end, one pushing one 
pulling, carried no water reservoir, so a 
source of water was needed to run water 
to the blaze. The nearest was either the 
Brook or the Pitt, both some distance 
from the cottages in Mill Street.

As the heat increased and the danger 
of sparks, the Police Constable arrived 
to get the children to move back to the 
Cross where they could no longer see 
the fire. Frank returned to the match but 
the cottages were razed. All the debris 
was removed by hand and wheelbarrow 
over the coming weeks, and the site was 
eventually cleared. 

The three families luckily were able 
to find lodgings in the village. For the 
first few days they stayed in the British 
School room, (the hall next to the Baptist 
Church on Stocks Lane) and from there 

Mrs Jakes let a cottage in Havelock 
which had recently become vacant, Mrs 
Norman and Mrs Blain rented cottages 
next to Chapel Yard. Of all the children, 
only Winnie Norman married, to Mark 
Gandeton from the Brick yard, Little 
Heath.

Herbert became a carpenter, biking to 
work in Caxton.

I asked Frank about the brickworks, but 
all he could recall was that Pantiles were 
made in Ploughmans near the old brick 
works up at Little Heath.

Later, Ken Worboys started the garage 
on the site of the cottages. He originally 
worked at Empson’s garage which is 
now Bell Foundry Close. (refer back 
to Gazette advertisement feature for 
Worboys garage for further details)

‘Picture 3� Mill Street taken in 1�24.
shows the war widows cottages on the 
right hand side, which Frank rmembers 
burning down as a result of a firework 
in 1�2�. The site is now Worboys 
Garage’. Image kindly reproduced with 
permission form Nick Bruce  ‘A history 
in photographs’ published 2001



HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community Healthcare Appointments 651 150
Child Health Clinic Meet at Baptist 

Church hall
CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 696650
Car Care Scheme Sue McPherson 652 949
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency Fire 01223 376 217
Non-emergency Police 0345 456 4564
Community Police PC Lee Scott 0845 456 4564
Neighbourhood Watch Christine 

Theobald
651 051

PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,
Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

Library Debbie Hare 07855 370356
Forward Gamlingay Chair: 

Ian Wakeling
Hatley Parish Council Clerk Leanne Bacon 650 477

parish-clerk@hatley.info
POLITICS
MP Andrew Lansley. 

Conservative.
01954 212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0845 0450 500

PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND EDUCATION 
Babies and Toddlers Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 940
Rainbow Preschool Diana Matthews 652 157
Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 676
Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 491

Natalie 691 477
GAMA Bridget Smith 650 510
Care Club closed
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
First School Office 650 208
Carers Lunch Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Chris Eaton/Roy Dennis 650 188 /650183

Thursday Badminton Bridget Smith 650 510
Football Club Chair: 

Brian Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian Culverhouse 651 020
Tennis Club Amanda Hardy 650 124
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church Hall Kate Golding 651 215
WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George Village 
Hall

Mr Marshall 650 971

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gamlingay and District 
Gardening Club

Jean Venning 
Membership 
Liz Tayler 

261 298

650 600
History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Skatepark Association Pauline Girdwood 651 091
Target Group Jackie Hough 651 070
Over 50’s walks Meeting at 

community centre 
Booklinks Vicky Phillips
Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of Dance Susan Lucas, 316 518
St. Neot’s Model Railway 
Club

John Kneeshaw E mail: j.kneeshaw@
ntlworld.com 

Painting for Pleasure Phyllis Jaquest 677 313
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian Kindersley 651 982
Jackie Hough 651 070

Gamlingay Writers Tracey Goodwin 654 830
www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk

Village Show Steve Mitchell 654 984
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s Almshouses 
Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian Kindersley

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District Round 
Table

Lee Packham Brown 650978

GEAG (Gamlingay Environmental Action Group) Brycchan Carey 651 141

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay Guides Benita Scott 650 547
1st Gamlingay Brownies Maria Spence 0771 1161 618
1st Gamlingay Rainbows Helen Oldham 631 720
Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Beavers Karen Crutchington Email: karen.

crutchington@sky.com
Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gransden/Everton Cubs Barry Jefferd 261 000
Scouts Thursdays Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Scouts Fridays Chris Elwood 07879 698477
Explorers Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

CHURCHES
Baptist Church Minister, James 

Gilbert
651 519

St Mary The Virgin Rector: Steven 
Rothwell

650 568

New Life Fellowship Rev O R Inskip 01223 710373
SCHOOLS
First School Head J Newman 650 208
Village College Head M Clark 650 360
First School Association Via school office 650 208
Village College Friends 
Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information

PARISH COUNCIL - email and web details
Clerks Leanne and Kirstin gamlingaypc@lineone.net
Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Nick Telford-Reed ntelfordreedgpc@tiscali.

co.uk 
Vice Chairman Jayne Wright jwrightgpc@tiscali.co.uk



WHAT’S ON IN JUNE

Over 50’s walks 9.30 start from Community Centre Car park. New members 
welcome. 

Wednesday 23rd June, Thursday 
22nd July, Wednesday 18th August 

Please arrange the walk with a lunchtime venue in mind for those 
who wish to eat and enjoy a chat.

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New 
members most welcome. tel: 651 025 .

Gardening Club

Wednesday, 2nd June Evening outing at The Mill House, Bassingbourn. leaving from The 
Cross.

Saturday, 3rd July A day outing to Sissinghurst. (See front page)

History Society

Monday, 14th June ‘Gettin a livin on the Ouse’ with Nita Luxford.

Monday, 12th July AGM and social evening

W I 7.30pm WI Hall

Tuesday, 15th June ‘Sheets and sausages’ by Mary Ellis

Tuesday, 20th July ‘Can I help you I am a Paramedic?’ by Bob Jones

Wimpole market

Sunday, 12th June 2nd Saturday from 11am to 3pm in the Stable Block at Wimpole.

Neigbourhood policing panel

Wednesday, 21st July Haslingfield Village Hall, 7.30pm

Wednesday, 20th October Gamlingay Village College, 7.30pm

Gamlingay Social Club

Sunday 6th June 21:00 Quiz Bingo

Saturday 12th June 08:30 England World Cup Game

Sunday 13th June 08:00   - Quiz Night

Sunday 20th June 21:00  Quiz Bingo

Sunday 27th June 18:00   - Poker Night



WHAT’S ON IN JUNE

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, 
refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, WI Hall.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting, WI Hall.

Hatley Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650477 or email parish-clerk@
hatley.info.

3rd Tuesday of alternate months.
Tuesday, 20th July

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. All welcome. We 
meet every other month and further information can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or noticeboards.

The Gazette

Monday, 7th June Copy deadline for July/August double summer edition.

Monday, 2nd August Copy deadline for September edition.

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Goodwin on 654 830 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month Meeting venue varies.

Guild of St Mary Church Hall 8pm, all welcome.

Monday, 28th June Outing to Cromwell Museum

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff 
Bruerton on 650748.

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown 01767 650978.

1st and 3rd Monday of month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.



The Police
Non-emergency number has 

changed to:
0345 456 4564

Gamlingay Library
07855 370356 free to join

Tuesday 16.00-20.00
Thursday 17.00-19.00

Saturday 10.30-12.30


