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Restoration of  The Church Tower
by Philip Gorton
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For some 15 years 
the Church’s 
architects have been 
concerned about the 
state of the pointing 
of the stonework to 
the South face of 
the tower and of the 
clerestory.   

The problem arises 
because of work 
carried out some 
40 years ago.   At 
that time the mortar 
between the stones 
was raked out and 
refilled.   The cause 
of the problem is that 
cement mortar was 
used.   

The stone of the 
Tower is a form of 

sandstone that is often called Carr Stone.   This stone can be found widely 
from as far North as Hunstanton and Southwards towards Woburn.   Locally 
there are deposits under Gamlingay and to the West of the village.   

Water rises through the ground during the winter and falls to a lower level 
during the summer.   This action of course occurs everywhere.   What makes 
Carr Stone areas special is the combination of two further factors.   The first 
is that the soil has to be of a light sandy, almost gritty texture.   The second 
factor is the presence of traces of iron dissolved within the ground water.   
Over thousands of years the ground water carries traces of iron into the sand 
as the level rises during the autumn but leaves some of the iron behind as 
the level falls in the spring.   Eventually the iron binds the sandy particles 
and Carr Stone begins to form.  Concentrations of about 4% of iron are quite 
common and it is this that gives the stone its red (rust) colour.

Unfortunately the process is reversible.   Thus if Carr Stone is exposed 
to rainwater the iron content can be washed out and then just sand is left 
behind.   The builders of the Church were well aware of the problem so 
they topped all the walls with Limestone which is much harder and does not 

Recollections of
 Gamlingay Past

by Jim Empson

There will be many people in 
Gamlingay who will remember the 
people mentioned and illustrated 
here, so I hope it will make its way to 
the Gazette.

W Ellis (Willie) was the father of Dr 
Tony Ellis and lived at Merton Grange. 
During WWII, regular events were 
held on the lawn in front of the house 
to raise funds for the “War Effort”. 
Mrs Ellis (Betty) was, along with her 
sister, Miss A M Phillips (Nan), and 
my mother Madge, a founder member 
of the Women’s Institute, where this 
performance (of A Christmas Carol) was 
held. (See back page insert- Ed)

W Ellis was a JP and had a Hudson 
Terraplan car. 
F Geeves was the local Prudential 
Assurance representative and lived in 
Potton. 
Freddie Young worked, along with 
Bert Earl and Bill Abbot, for Savage’s 
Grocers which preceded Cerino’s 
Chemists in Church Street.
Maurice Saunders was the son of Mr 
and Mrs Saunders who had the grocers 
in Mill Street – a real family affair 
where Mr Saunders , Mrs Saunders, 
Maurice, Molly and Connie worked. 
The shop was a grocer’s on the left, as 
you entered, and a haberdasher’s on the 
right – run by Mrs Saunders. 
Molly married Wally Jones, a lorry 
driver for R & H Wale, builders in 
Green End. He was also appointed the 
Fire Service “Chief” for the village after 
the war. The first station ran alongside 
‘Charnocks’ in Mill Street and housed a 
National Fire Service grey fire engine. A 
purpose built station was opened in the 
1950’s, where it is now.
Olive Burrows was the daughter of 
the saddlemaker  in a shop attached to 
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dissolve in driven rain.   The limestone 
caps keep the walls reasonably dry.  
Even so it is essential that the Carr 
Stone walls are not kept wet.

All walls get wet from time to time 
but this normally does not matter 
because they can “breath” and dry 
out by evaporation.   Unfortunately 
cement mortar prevents this natural 
drying out because it is virtually 
impervious to water.   Thus the 
cement mortar is actively harmful 
because it traps water inside the Carr 
Stone walls and then the iron content 
begins to leach away.   This is just what 
was beginning to happen to the Tower.   
The surfaces of the Carr Stone blocks 
were beginning to return to sand!   

To make matters worse the sand can 
trickle down inside the wall to fill in any 
small voids that are there.   When winter 
frost freezes this wet sand it expands 
forcing the blocks of the walls apart.  
This is the possible cause of two cracks 
appearing just above the Nave roof on 
the East front of the Tower. 

The present work includes 
stitching the cracks with stainless 
steel rods buried within the wall itself.   
Repointing consists of chipping out the 
cement mortar and replacing it with 
mortar made from lime.   This sounds 
easy but there really is a lot of wall 
involved.   

After removal of the old cement mortar.

Of course whilst the scaffolding is 
up the contractors are undertaking 
associated works.   There are a 
surprising number of “holes” in the 
wall.   These must be filled and any of 
the old stone blocks that have eroded 
by more than 2 inches from the surface 
need to be replaced.

Clerestory
The work on the tower was not as 
extensive as planned originally. The 
contractors found that two sections at 
the top of the tower buttresses had been 
rebuilt (again using cement mortar).   
This is impossible to rake out because 
the cement mortar goes right through 
the wall.   The only real cure is to take 
the sections down and rebuild them.   
Such a course of action would have 
been very expensive and up to a point 
unnecessary.   The sections are mainly 
Limestone so the need for lime mortar 
is not so great.   In addition to take them 
down and rebuild would have been 
pointless.   The worst that can happen 
is that at some time in the future these 
sections may give trouble but that is 
some long way into the future.
By not re-pointing the whole of the 
Tower the contractors saved both 
cost and scaffolding time.   The good 
news is that the savings enabled the 
work needed to the clerestory to be 
undertaken within the original contract 
price. 

original cement mortar

The final result looks like this.



The Gazette Editorial Committee 
Editor Jackie Hough 651 070

gamlingaygazette@btinternet.com
Treasurer/ 
advertising renewals

John and Sharon 
Ferguson

651 268

sferguson444@btinternet.com 
The Maltings

Chair Dorry Glockling 650 598
Distribution Val Newman 651 806
Village web pages Roderick Starksfield 

Due to recent changes concerning data protection, The Gazette editor is very 
cautious about reproducing pictures of children. Every effort is made not to 
single out individuals, and parental permission is sought before using any 
item considered to highlight an individual child.

Your letters and items for articles can be dropped in at 29 School Close, or 
emailed. We do not print anonymous contributions.

Every care is taken to ensure the accuracy of the items included but the 
views expressed do not necessarily represent the views of the Committee.

Copy deadline for 
March edition:

Monday 1st February

Printers:
Wrightsons, 
Northamptonshire

In this issue

News from the Churches St Mary’s and Baptist

Councillor’s column Sebastian Kindersley and Bridget Smith
Carbon Tsar Mike Brettle
RSPB Peter Bradley
Dancing and painting 
classes at Gransden
Police news
Village Show Raffle prizes
Update on cycle path
Ecops
letter Orion
Forward Gamlingay Battle of the Bands
Relate Coping with family life
Writers group Tracey Goodwin
Poem E W Farndell and Gill Spaull
County Council telephone 
numbers
Green Wellie Molly Brown
Parish Council Leanne Bacon and Kirstin Rayner
Eco hub Bridget Smith, project facilitator followed 

by Philip Gorton
What’s on
Village information
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January and February 2010
Sunday 3 Jan Epiphany 8am Holy Communion G

10am First Sunday G
6pm Evensong E

Sunday 10 Jan Epiphany 1 Baptism of Christ 8am Holy Communion E
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Holy Communion H

Sunday 17 Jan Epiphany 2 8am Holy Communion G
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

Sunday 24 Jan Epiphany 3 8am Holy Communion H
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E
6pm Evensong G

Sunday 31 Jan Candlemas 8am Holy Communion G
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

Sunday 7 Feb 2nd Before Lent 8am Holy Communion G
10am First Sunday Service G
6pm Evensong E

Sunday 14 Feb Next before Lent 8am Holy Communion E
Valentines Day: Celebration of Loving 

Relationships
9.30am Parish Eucharist G

11am Parish Eucharist H
Weds 17 Feb Ash Wednesday 10am Holy Communion G

(services inc the Imposition of Ashes) 7.30pm Holy Communion G
Sunday 21 Feb Lent 1 8am Holy Communion G

9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

Sunday 28 Feb Lent 2 8am Holy Communion H
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E
6pm Evensong G

Dear Readers,

When we observe what is happening around the world we could be forgiven for thinking that the world is inextricably divided 
and always was and always will be. The news of wars and conflicts, of relationships between nations, and also within nation, 
breaking down and leading to fear and terror. All of these things fuel a powerful hatred between peoples.

Will reconciliation ever be viable in some of the most war-torn places?

St Paul wrote that the desire for reconciliation comes from God not from people - it is God’s desire to get right up alongside, 
indeed even inside us. To touch our very hearts and souls, the deepest parts of our being.

How does this change our perception of God? It’s not us striving to draw close to God but God who is trying to get to us! And 
what stops God? What Paul calls our sinful rebelliousness. The things that get in the way are those things mentioned above: 
divisions and hatred. It is a firm Biblical principle that the division is a corruption of how the Kingdom of God should operate. 



News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary: Mr W C M Smith 01767 6681530

Church Services
Every Sunday morning 10:45am
Communion is always celebrated on the 
first Sunday of each month.

Weekday Meetings
House Groups:
Mondays 10:00am
Thursdays 7:45pm
(Venue as announced)

‘Women in Partnership’
For the Ladies:
On the Second and fourth Tuesday of 
each month at 3:00pm.

The Alpha Course
For those who want to find out more 
about about Christianity.
If interested, please contact our minister 
for details of the next course.

Coffee Morning 
In the large hall (Former British School)
Thursday 14th January 2010 – 10:00 
until 11:30am.
Why not call in for coffee/tea and cake?

continued from page �

The longer the human race insists on dividing itself then the harder it gets to establish God’s Kingdom. Shamefully, the church is 
not exempt from this divisive behaviour.

As we move towards the season of Lent – traditionally a time for repentance and self-examination - we might consider not only 
where we as individuals wish to seek reconciliation and healing, but also what it is about our community, our society, our whole 
world that blocks the love of God from flourishing. I like the phrase of thinking globally and acting locally. Locally can mean our 
own hearts and globally can mean as wide as we can possibly stretch our imaginations. 

Guilt and division have been characteristics of human communities for as long as there have been human communities; 
reconciliation therefore has been crucial to our relationships. Lent is a time for recognising where we need to be reconciled 
because that’s what God calls us to do. 

Revd Steven Rothwell

Dear Friends,

In 1998, I did an exercise with my Sunday School class (all of whom are in their mid 
twenties now), whereby we each wrote down on a sheet of paper where we expected 
to be and what we expected to be doing in five years time, we each sealed them in 
envelopes and put them away to be opened later, to see if we were right. I forgot 
about mine and found it tucked away in a book last week – some eleven years later! 

It made interesting reading, not one of my expectations came to pass, in fact my 
life could not be more different to what I had anticipated. Christians talk about God 
having a plan for their lives and it is true that for those who come to God, seeking 
Him wholeheartedly, turning their lives over to Him, He promises, ‘I know the plans 
I have for you’ (Jeremiah 29:11) and whilst He does not tell us what His plans for 
us are, He promises a ‘hope and a future’. As I look back over the last eleven years, 
I see that whilst life has been far from easy, if anything, it has been far richer and 
more fulfilling than I could have imagined. 

As we stand at the beginning of a new year it is unclear what promise, what joys and 
challenges 2010 will hold for us. I would suggest that we look to King George VI for 
the right attitude – in his 1939 Christmas message, when the nation and empire faced 
all the darkness of war, the King quoted from a poem written in 1908 by Minnie 
Haskins:

‘I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year,
“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown”
And he replied, “Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the hand of God. 
That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.”’

King George VI and millions of other Christians, like myself, have found this to be 
true – why not do the same and seek God for yourself?

Happy New Year!

James



Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on 
District Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley, and Bridget 
Smith

Keeping us abreast on 
County Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley
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If you have any questions about 
these - or indeed any other matters, 
please do not hesitate to contact me 
– Sebastian Kindersley on 01767 
651982 or skindersley@hotmail.com 
or write to the Manor Barn, East 
Hatley, SG19 3JA. Bridget Smith 
is on 01767 650510 or bridget@
glockling.com. 

More Recycling!

Yes we are to have another wheelie bin 
to help increase our recycling levels. 

South Cambs is going to change the 
household waste service. We will 
now have “a two stream co-mingled 
dry recycling service alongside the 
existing alternate weekly green and 
black-wheeled bins” as it is intended 
to replace the existing kerbside box 
recycling service with a blue 240lt 
wheeled bin and 40lt inner caddy 
(fitting inside the blue bin) collected on 
alternate weeks on the same day as the 
existing green bin.

The new service will collect paper 
(telephone directories; newspapers & 
magazines; general paper) within the 
inner caddy and mixed dry recyclables 
including cans and tins (steel and 
aluminium); aerosols; glass; plastic 
bottles; hard plastic (pots, tubs, and 
trays); cartons (tetra packs); cardboard; 
aluminium foil placed in the blue 
wheeled bin – and further materials to 
be added (i.e. plastic film) as processing 
facilities allow.

All marvelous, obviously (for those of 

us with space to have a third wheelie) 
– but how much will this cost in this 
time of austerity and massive cutbacks? 
The answer is £1,510,000 of which 
£500k comes from the County Council. 
As the cost of collecting your existing 
green boxes would outweigh their 
value, you are advised that you can 
either keep them or deliver them to 
specified collection points for onward 
recycling. Early days re timings and so 
on and our collection days are likely to 
be changed as well but no doubt there 
will be a massive publicity campaign 
detailing this. 

But why oh why didn’t South Cambs 
go right to this system instead 
of introducing kerbside plastics 
collections? Lack of planning and 
thought, is why. 

Elections

Discussions have been taking place 
at South Cambs about whether we 
should go to all out 4 year elections in 
the district instead of three years out 
of every 4 years (the fourth year is for 
County Council elections).  We have 
opposed this – it will mean that you 
only get the chance to vote every 4 
years which is arguably bad for keeping 
your councillors on their toes and 
working hard! 

Flooding in the Cinques, Gamlingay.

Yet again the Cinques floods on what is 
already a very dangerous corner. We are 
fully aware of what a hazard this poses 
especially as it forces people to drive 
in the middle of the road on an already 
very narrow section.  Local residents are 
also concerned about flooding in their 
properties. We have asked for the gullies 
to be jetted immediately (this has been 
done) and for a proper assessment of 
the drainage here. How silly that a patch 
in the road – requested urgently by us 
– was washed out literally 2 days later. 

Cycle route from Gamlingay

We are delighted that after Bridget’s 
initial contact, SUSTRANS are now 
working actively with the Gamlingay 
Environmental Action Group to develop 
a commutable cycle route between 
Gamlingay and Sandy Station via 
Potton.  You may also be interested to 
know that there is talk about continuing 
the route into Cambridge. We’ll keep 
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you updated. (see What’s On -Ed)

Future Olympian!

Congratulations to Harriet Brettle of 
Gamlingay who has been given a grant 
by South Cambs District Council to 
support her progress in the world of 
elite triathletes.  Great as she swims, 
runs and cycles enormous distances at 
great speed! 

Other Grants

Bridget is thrilled to report that 
Longstowe has achieved quite a sizeable 
grant for their new play equipment and 
playground and Croydon is getting 
funding for a disabled access to their 
church.  If any village group would like 
a bit of help we are always very pleased 
to do what we can – Bridget is after all a 
professional fundraiser!!

Buses

Longstowe Parish Council has been 
very proactive in conducting a survey 
to find out when their community want 
buses to run and where they want them 
to go to.  This was in response to the 
reduction in the 18 18A service.  We 
have passed this information on to the 
County Council who are liaising with 
Stagecoach on our behalf and will 
keep you posted as to the outcome. 
Extraordinarily, Cambridgeshire County 
Council has been named as UK Bus 
Awards Transport Authority of the Year 
2009. Perhaps next year we might invite 
the judges to come by bus only and see 
how the County fares then….

Police Matters

Sebastian and Bridget spent a very 
informative evening at the police 
control headquarters listening in to 
999 calls and finding out how well our 
parishes are serviced.  This visit was a 
response by the police to a number of 
complaints about crime and vandalism 
from residents of Mill St, Gamlingay 
which had been the focus of resident’s 
complaints at the most recent Police 
Panel.  The police are happy to arrange 
another similar visit so please let us 
know if you would like to be included. 
This can include residents of the other 
villages in our parish. We guarantee 
a fascinating trip. From a resident’s 

point of view the longest it would take 
for Police to arrive in Gamlingay if 
someone was trying to murder us was 
15 minutes!

Little Gransden

Bridget has been making some enquiries 
on behalf of Little Gransden residents 
who are concerned about the fumes 
being emitted from Shavings Direct 
– which is located in Great Gransden.  
Please let us know if you have any 
similar concerns that you would like her 
to pass on.  

Bridget was really pleased to be invited 
by Little Gransden Parish Council to 
show them the video Wake Up Freak 
Out.  It has given them a lot to think 
about in relation to what even small 
parishes could be doing to reduce their 
community’s CO2 emissions.  If anyone 
would like a copy of the video please 
do ask me or else it can be down loaded 
free of charge from the internet. She 
is happy to show the film to any other 
parishes who are interested.

Flies in Gamlingay

The problem of flies originating from 
the Station Rd Chicken Farm has not 
gone away despite the cooler weather.  
The owner is currently applying to 
expand the business.  If you have any 
concerns about this please let us know.

Broadband in Hatley and elsewhere

Residents in Hatley have been 
experiencing problems with their 
internet connections for some time now.  
Residents across East Anglia are now 
being urged to register their demand 
for faster broadband through EREBUS 
(East Region Broadband Uplift 
Scheme).  EEDA (East of England 
Development Agency) hope that this 
will encourage commercial suppliers to 
invest in ‘next generation’ broadband.  
If this is something that is of concern to 
you please google EREBUS to register 
your interest.

Public Rights of Way

As County Councillor I have received 
notices of proposals to change/amend/
create rights of way in Wimpole, Hatley, 
Great Eversden, Orwell and Toft (which 
affects Comberton Village College 
pupils). Please contact me if you have 
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any thoughts on any of these – they 
are available for your inspection on the 
website. 

Post 16 Transport Allowances 
 
Secondary students are reminded to 
check their entitlement to subsidised 
transport as they prepare for post-16 
studies. Year 11 students - 15 and 16-
year-olds - will now be completing their 
college applications for courses staring 
in September 2010. The County 
Council’s transport policy allows post-
16 students subsidised transport if they 
attend their nearest post-16 centre, 
and if it is more than 3 miles from 
their home address. If students opt to 
study at a more distant centre they will 
be responsible for all their transport 
arrangements and costs, so they will 
need to bear this in mind when making 
their applications. 
  
View a copy of the current post-
16 transport information booklet at 
ww.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/education/
transport and any queries can be e-
mailed to post16.transportqueries@
cambridgeshire.gov.uk

The Dreaded Guided Bus

I am too embarrassed to write anything 
over and above what you have already 
heard and seen in the media about the 
Guided Bus. Perhaps it will open one 
day. 

Road Repairs

To report problems with the highway 
you can either ring 0345 0455212 or 
e-mail streetscene@cambridgeshire.
gov.uk.  For problems with streetlights 
phone 0800 253529. 

Housing, Money and South Cambs 
– What to do?

No apologies for including a fairly full 
report of a recent series of decisions 
about Housing and finances generally at 
South Cambs. What is clear is that the 
ruling administration is blindly walking 
off a cliff. Proposals were brought to 
a recent Council meeting which did 
not in the end even find favour with 
administration’s own party! Effectively 
these fell into two parts – wholesale 
cutbacks to the tune of millions across 

all the Council services and widescale 
reform of the entire Housing part of the 
Council. And what a meeting! Suffice 
it to quote from another Councillor:  
“It had also been suggested to selected 
Parish Councils that they might like 
to attend this meeting. That was, in 
retrospect, perhaps a mistake. This was 
not our most glorious hour.” (If you 
were one of the Councillors who came 
along – sorry!)

Turning first to Housing. 
A recommendation to Council was 
tabled that we should agree to put 
aside cash to fund the redundancies 
and early retirements brought about 
by the proposals to expose the District 
Responsive Repairs Service to 
competitive tendering; the restructuring 
of the sheltered housing service from 
a site-based to a floating support 
model and the reduction in the grounds 
maintenance budget.

We obviously opposed the 
recommendation because not even 
a ballpark figure was available 
regarding likely costs, and after the 
huge expenditure (just under £1.4m) 
on the recent vote about privatising the 
housing stock, we were not inclined 
to vote for an open cheque; and any 
sensible citizen would not have either.  
So this was rejected. 

Next, we considered the Responsive 
Repair Service - this is the department 
that comes and mends things in our 
Council Housing. After a very thorough 
review, the staff have managed a 
huge improvement in the two thirds 
of the district served by S Cambs, the 
remaining third being out to contract 
satisfactorily to the Cambridge City 
Council repair service.  The satisfaction 
rating for repairs runs at about 98%, 
which is extremely high, and which 
is possibly an indicator regarding 
reasons for the ‘no to transfer ‘ vote. 
Additionally the Council benefits to the 
tune of £236,000 “profit” from this side 
of the Housing function. 

So instead of leaving well alone, the 
Administration has agreed to spend 
between £35k and £50k (they know 
not exactly) going out to tender. There 
is a distinct risk that not only will our 
staff suffer a significant loss of morale, 
but that a private firm desperate for 
business might get the contract, take 
on the SCDC staff and then go bust.  

This would leave the tenants and 
the Council in a desperate position. 
Needless to say both Councillors who 
serve on the repairs advisory board, one 
Conservative and one Liberal Democrat, 
had previously advised the Cabinet 
against going out to contract. Both these 
people have years of experience in this 
field. Unfortunately, we learnt during 
the Housing Futures debacle that the 
Administration is expert in not listening 
to advice.  This was agreed by Council.

Sheltered Housing Service

Another factor affecting housing finance 
is that the Government will not continue 
to fund support activities (Supporting 
People) at the current level.  There 
are sheltered housing residents who 
do not want or need a daily visit, and 
there are others who do not wish to 
join communal activities. Some of the 
younger sheltered housing residents 
have gone to live on the schemes as an 
insurance for the future and not what 
they need now. 

The Government says that the people 
who need the service must be those who 
pay for it, and Supporting People money 
is available to support those who need 
such help. On the face of it, this seems a 
reasonable proposition.  

Under new Supporting People 
arrangements, all sheltered residents 
must be assessed as to their service 
needs. Hopefully, this could lead to an 
improvement in meeting need more 
appropriately. Those who are assessed 
as requiring a daily visit will receive 
one. Some staff will be re-assigned 
to provide communal events. People 
do not like change, and the elderly 
particularly fear that they are going 
to be left in the lurch if an emergency 
comes upon them.  It is very much up 
to us local councillors to take up any 
queries about assessment to ensure 
that the process is conducted fairly and 
thoroughly – so please contact us if you 
have concerns in this area. 

Grounds Maintenance Budget

Cuts have been applied to this budget. 
Cutting grass for instance can be 
affected very easily by weather 
conditions, but it is fairly obvious that 
the appearance of closes and estates 
will probably not be as good as now. 
We are asking all our Parish Councils to 



The Carbon

TSAR
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consider taking on the work that South 
Cambs has decided it cannot any longer 
manage. This is certainly a further call 
on your tax – but a shabby looking part 
of a village leads to a cost for us all. 

Village Warden Schemes 

This affects older residents living in 
their own homes. We raised this in the 
debate about the Council’s financial 
strategy. For some time, SCDC has 
given small grants to assist village 
warden schemes in recognition of the 
help given by paid staff and volunteers 
in several of our villages.

Councillors recently received a letter 
from the Cambridgeshire branch of 
Age Concern asking us not to vote to 
delete grants to village warden schemes 
in the future which currently amount 
to £20,000 p.a. When Cllr Liz Heazell 
started to talk about village warden 
schemes and cuts during the debate on 
the financial strategy, the Leader and his 
deputy interrupted to inform her that she 
should not be talking about sheltered 
housing during the financial debate and 
should leave it for the Housing item.  
It’s not a great reflection on the Council 
that the Leader and his deputy did not 
know the difference between council 
sheltered housing and people living 
in their homes with help from village 
wardens! Needless to say this was 
agreed, sadly. 

Motion on services for the elderly

Cllrs Liz Heazell and Sebastian 
Kindersley proposed a review of 
all services to the elderly and the 
Administration have now agreed an all 
party review of Sheltered Housing in 
the Spring. As this will take place after 
the assessments of need have been done, 
we agreed to this compromise.

So over to you on this one. To make an 
effective contribution to a review we 
will need your input on all aspects of 
sheltered living. Please contact any of 
us to tell us what you think.

The Carbon
TSAR

Happy New Year from the carbon Tsar. 

I’ve had a question about the Eco-
hub. The first thing I have to say is 
that I’ve no link with this project and 
no comments to make on any issues 
beyond the savings in CO2 emissions 
involved.

A parishioner has asked about possible 
increased emissions due to increased 
road traffic because of increased 
numbers of visitors to the hub. This 
is a tricky one so thanks for raising it. 
The question is basically ‘even with 
the savings in heating etc. will there be 
a net increase in CO2 emissions?’ My 
thinking is that even if there are more 
visitors many of these will be making 
journeys they would have made anyway, 
possibly to venues further away. This 
also applies to visitors to the hub from 
outside the village. Overall I do think 
the Eco-hub will reduce the village 
carbon footprint but this case does show 
just how difficult it is to come up with 
straightforward answers. I take the 
point.

On a related issue, I do wish the Eco-
hub architect would stop drawing all 
those 4x4s in the car park. It’s like 
drawing a design for a health centre 
with a load of people standing around 
outside smoking. 

Review of the year

At the end of my first year in office 
I thought I should review what I 
personally have done in 2009 that has 
reduced my carbon footprint and saved 
me money. So, kg of CO2 and cash per 
year, in descending order: -

Working from home saved 2000kg and 
at least £700
Changing to low energy light bulbs 
saved 330kg and £66
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Patching up gaps in my loft insulation 
saved 100kg and £10

The importance of transport is clear. 

New Year Resolutions

No doubt you have all resolved to 
reduce your carbon footprint. Well done 
(honestly not written in a patronising 
voice). 

Contact the Tsar via the Parish Council. 
Write to The Parish Council at The 
Almshouse Chapel, Church Street, 
Gamlingay, Sandy, Beds. SG19 3JH or 
e-mail clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk

Made any new year’s resolutions? How 
about: enjoy the countryside more, and 
go for long walks? The Lodge reserve 
is a great place to get closer to wildlife, 
exercise legs that were (too?) well 
rested over the Christmas break, and 
enjoy some cool, fresh air. There are 
five miles of trails now, some of which 
were only opened in 2009. 

It is a great time of year to see 
woodland birds, flitting through the 
naked tree tops. If you put it off until 
May or June, these will be hidden in 
billowing clouds of greenery, but now, 
in January, everything is visible: you 
may even catch a glimpse of a tree 
creeper or a nuthatch, scampering 
across the cracked surfaces of tree 
bark. Woodcocks probe the damp, leafy 
ground inside the edges of woodland, 
and may occasionally be ‘sprung’ as you 
explore the bracken-lined trails.

For me, the great joy of this time of 
the year is to hear birdsong beginning 
once more, as the birds prepare for the 
breeding season to start. Walk around 
the woods on a sunny January morning, 
and you can guarantee hearing the 
‘teacher teacher’ calls of great tits, the 
high piping tsee tsee tsees and trills of 
blue-tits. It won’t be long now before 
great-spotted woodpeckers begin to 

drum again, seeking out digereedoo-like 
hollow branches to beat out their jungle 
messages. 

Will you be joining us for our Big 
Garden Birdwatch celebrations this 
year? It’s a great opportunity to sit by 
your window for an hour of peace, and 
record what birds you have in your 
garden. If you need a bit of help with 
bird identification, then there are walks 
here to help you get up to speed, but its 
not that hard, really! There are details 
of what to do to join in on our website 
www.rspb.org.uk

The reserve is open every day of the 
week, from dawn to dusk. There are 
plenty of organised events: just ring 
to book. Entry is included in the car-
parking fee - £4 a car for non-members, 
free if you are members or just visiting 
the shop. 
 
Some events for you to enjoy in 
January:

New Year Walk Sunday 3 January, 
2-4 pm. 
Join us for a walk in the fresh air, 
and kick-off your 2010 bird list with 
woodpeckers, nuthatches, thrushes and 
maybe siskins and bramblings. 
 
FREE Sow a sapling Saturday 9 
January, 10am – 1pm.  
Help us plant some native oak trees 
on the reserve. Wrap up warm and 
bring a spade! FREE event, all helpers 
welcome.
 
Big Garden Birdwatch 10am – 12 
noon, Sunday 17 and Wednesday 20.  
Help with identification Get ready for 
the RSPB’s Big Garden Birdwatch 
next weekend. We can give you tips 
on identifying common garden and 
woodland birds.
Booking essential.

News from 
the 

Lodge nature 
reserve

by Peter Bradley

Thank you to Peter for all his Gazette 
contributions. From our March issue 
Mark Brandon will be continuing in his 
stead - Ed.

From the Web:
Our village webmaster 

received this email from 
Australia:

Gamlingay Cambridgeshire and family 
history

My immediate family emigrated to 
Western Australia from Surrey, UK in 
1967 (my parents and two siblings).

My grandfather, Ronald Newman, died 
on Oct 29, 1982 and is shown on the 
death certificate as living at the time 
at 30 Blythe Way, Gamlingay, Sandy, 
Beds.

I also wonder if anyone in the village 
possibly knew my grandfather or 
may remember him, also his wife, 
about whom I have no information 
whatsoever. Photographs would be the 
most treasured item(s) of course!

He was previously (1963) a “Master of 
the Lodge” for a masonic lodge before 
moving to Gamlingay, so I am under the 
assumption that he may have continued 
the Masonic association locally, once 
settled.  The death certificate says he 
was an “Office Clerk (retired)”, so that 
may have been in the employ of a local 
firm, and the informant was a Douglas 
Herbert Outteridge, listed as his brother 
in law, which brings me to ask could 
there be any connections to that name in 
the area perhaps.

Any guidance or assistance you could 
provide would be greatly appreciated.

Cheers,
Ian Newman 

If anyone has any information, please 
contact :
Roderick Starksfield,
29 Green Acres,
Gamlingay,
SG19 3LR

Or Telephone: 01767 651002



GAMLINGAY YOUTH 
NIGHT IS THURSDAY 

NIGHT!
Now running at

WI HALL 
WARESLEY ROAD 

GAMLINGAY 
 

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CAFÉ
5.30pm to 7.30pm
School years 5 to 8

Run by Rachel and Lucy

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CLUB
7.30pm to 9.15pm

School years 8 to 11
Run by county youth workers

Have You Always 
Wanted To Paint 

and Draw?
A new weekly class will be starting 
in January in Great Gransden on 
Wednesday mornings to show you how. 

Professional artist and tutor DAVID 
LEWRY from Bedford welcomes 
beginners and those with a little 
experience to join a friendly class 
that will teach you basic skills in 
watercolour and drawing that will soon 
have you producing impressive results!

David is an experienced teacher 
who has been running very successful 
classes and workshops in and around 
Bedford and is also a regular tutor for 
Saga Cruises and onboard The Spirit of 
Adventure. He has taught at the Eden 
Project in Cornwall and this year was 
awarded a silver medal by the Royal 
Horticultural Society for a series of 
botanical illustrations featuring exotic 
fruit and vegetables.

David’s philosophy is simple: anybody 
can learn provided they have encourage-
ment and are taught good basic tech-
niques. 

 “Many of my pupils come to me 
convinced that they cannot draw or 

paint.  They may have been put off years 
ago at school and believe that they just 
don’t have any talent. One of the most 
satisfying aspects of my job is helping 

them to understand that they really can 
produce some amazing results and take 

up a rewarding new hobby.”

A course of ten two hour lessons costs 
£75 which includes all tuition and some 
very useful handouts that will back up 
what you learn in class. Call David on 
01234 741451 for further details and to 
book your place on the course.

Have you always 
longed to waltz 

with grace or samba 
with zest? 

Come Dancing 

What better way to fulfil your New 
Year’s ‘more exercise’ resolution than 
with ballroom dancing? 

Classes start up again on Sunday 10 
January at Little Gransden Village Hall.
 Contact Nigel Price of Footsteps 
School of Dancing 01462 673895 for 
more details.

The Royal British Legion
Women’s Section

The Gamlingay Branch 
of the Legion regretfully 
announce the closure of 
their branch owing to 

retirements and ill health of 
the committee

Our thanks to all who have 
supported us in the past.

J E Morris, Chair

Police News:
Dear all
We are receiving increasing reports of vehicle crime in the area.  The majority of 
these crimes are due to people leaving desirable property in
their vehicles.   The only way we can reduce this type of crime is to urge
people to remove all items of personal property in their vehicles not just at night 
times but also during the day!
Criminals are opportunists and when their opportunity is taken away overall crime is 
significantly reduced.
Keep it... Keep it locked away!   Melbourn NPT Team



Raffle Prizewinners - Gamlingay Show 2009

1. CD Microsystem with iPod Docking - the show
 (Mr F Hemmins)
2. BaByliss lightweight hairdryer - the show
 (Mrs Nicola?)
3. Two tickets - Luton Town F.C.
 (Mrs Tipping)
4. Round of Golf for 4 persons - John O’Gaunt Golf Club
 (Mrs D Kirby)
5. Family membership - Saxon Pool and Leisure Centre
 (Mrs Joy Ashcroft)
6. Taster Ski Session for two - Bassingbourn Snowsports
 (Anne Swannell)
7. Maxwell’s Salon - £15 Gift Voucher
 (Sophie Lindley)
8. Afternoon Tea for Two - Crafty Cupcake
 (Mr S Kirby)
9. Voucher for Turkish Wet Shave - The Cutting Mill
 (Janice Croft)
10. Fruit Box + £20 voucher - Woodview Farm Shop
 (Mrs I Gray)
11. Orchid Pot Plant - Waresley Park Garden Centre
 (Mrs Gadd)
12. £10 Gift Voucher -  Knibbs, Gamlingay
 (Mr P Hemmins)
13. £10 Gift Voucher - Tesco
 (Mr Sims)
14. Two bottles wine + chocs - The Co-op, Gamlingay
 (Mr Titchener)
15. Bottle of wine - Morrisons
 (Jill Reynolds)
16. Travel Bag
 (Liz Coan)
17. Mini Battery-powered Mixer
 (Mr Perren)

The Committee would like to thank the following organisations for their generous 
support in donating raffle prizes for the show:

John O’Gaunt Golf Club
Luton Town Football Club
Saxon Leisure Centre and Pool
Oasis Beach Pool, Bedford
Bassingbourn Snowsports Centre
Maxwells Salon
The Crafty Cupcake
The Cutting Mill
Woodview Farm Shop
Waresley Park Garden Centre
Knibbs of Gamlingay
Tesco
The Co-operative Store
Morrisons



Update on proposed new 
cycle path

by Nick Hardiman

The transport working group of 
Gamlingay Environmental Action 
Group recently met with Sustrans to 
discuss the development of a new off-
road cycle route from Gamlingay to 
Sandy, via Potton. 
This would be an exciting development 
for the village both for leisure and for 
those wanting to cycle to Sandy station 
for work. There has already been a 
lot of support for the project, and we 
are planning a transport survey in the 
new year to help us better understand 
demand within the village and the needs 
of potential users.
More information from www.geag.org.
uk

Gamlingay Environmental Action 
Group 

Guest Speaker Andy Knight from 
Sustrans 

Wednesday 20 January 2010, 
7.00pm – 9.00pm  

Andy Knight will outline an exciting 
new proposal to link Gamlingay with 

Potton and Sandy with an off-road 
cycleway, footpath, and bridlepath.   

The Old Methodist Chapel, Green End, 
Gamlingay (in the grounds of the First 

School)  
More information from www.geag.org.

uk

Dear all

A few weeks ago 
we had some residents, councillors and 
parish council officials from Gamlingay 
and Hatley attend Cambridgeshire 
Constabulary’s Force Control Room.

This was mainly due to the outcome of 
the last Gamlingay panel meeting
whereby many residents felt that living 
on the border of Beds and Cambs
caused problems when they rang the 
police and often were put through to
Beds police causing a lot of problems 

and distress to the callers. Here at
the constabulary we are trying to stamp 
out any confusion of cross border
crime reporting.

The people who attended the last visit 
were all very impressed with it and
recommended it to others, an article is 
due to be printed in the next
Gamlingay magazine.

We will be sending another police van 
for a pick up and drop off back in
Gamlingay and the visits are mostly 
scheduled in the evenings, so if you
would like to attend a visit with Cambs 
police to the force control room or
would like to talk about any of the 
issues I have raised, please respond to
this email.

At the control room you will see how 
999 and 0345 numbers are taken and
dealt with by police staff, how the 
control room operates and have an
opportunity to ask questions.

- Please note, at the moment we are 
only piloting this scheme where
cross-border problems apply such as 
Cambs/Herts, Cambs/Beds etc...
Kind regards
Melbourn neighbourhood policing team
Ps - Can I point out, with regards to the 
previous ecops regarding the two
beats, the villages south of the River 
Cam belong to Melbourn and north
belong to Gamlingay, and not the other 
way around!

Dear Editor,
I read the article about dog owners 
allowing their dogs to foul on the paths 
in Gamlingay, more spefically along 
Church End. I call it “Bingo Alley”, 
heads down!! 
I’ve watched a man walk and allow his 
dog to foul on someone’s patch of grass 
at the front. He’s even been seen taking 
a small detour down someone’s track to 
allow his dog to foul there. All I know, 
is that he lives down the quiet end of 
Church End, the road that leads to Little 
Gransden. I have been so tempted to 
put signs along Church End, telling 
people to pick up after their dog!. The 
question I ask to all those people who 
allow their dogs to foul on the paths is... 
“What happens when YOU tread in it?, 
or if YOUR kids tread in it? or even fall 
over in it? Do you simply shrug your 
shoulders and count your losses?” 
And don’t even start me off about 
owners allowing their HORSES to foul 
on the streets!!!   Orion



BATTLE OF THE 
BANDS ROCKS 
GAMLINGAY 

The Battle of the Bands 2009 took place 
on Saturday 14 November and despite 
the wet and windy weather, a fantastic 
night was had by the bands and the 300 
friends, family and music lovers who 
came to support them.  

The competition, which is now in its 
third year, started at 4pm and finished 
at 11pm, during which the 10 bands 
competing had each played a 25 
minute set to showcase their talents. 
The night was rounded off with a 
performance from last year’s winners, 
The Jamlinjays, who were also releasing 
their new EP. The judges were really 
impressed with the high standard of the 
bands which took part and had a tough 
time choosing the three winners.
 
First prize went to Switch, the youngest 
band in the competition, who are all 14 
/ 15 and from the Milton Keynes area.  
Second prize went to Get Set, a 4 piece 
from Biggleswade and third place was 
awarded to A Thousand Sins, a metal 
band from the Comberton area, who 
are 16 and 17 and performed alongside 
Switch at last year’s Battle of the Bands. 
A Thousand Sins were recently signed 
to the Gamlingay Records label and are 
expected to be releasing material in the 
near future. 
 
The organisers, Gamlingay Records, 
worked tirelessly to make the day a 
success.  They would like to thank 

everyone who gave up their time and 
volunteered to help with the preparation, 
staging and smooth running of the 
event. They would like to pay tribute to 
them and thank them for all their effort, 
turning a cold, rainy November evening 
into a major event in the lives of the 
many young people who performed in 
and supported the Battle. Without them 
all it wouldn’t have happened!

Particular thanks go to:
●David Morgan for providing and 
managing the lighting
●Daele and Becky for doing the 
photography/videoing
●Jennifer Hunt for the continuous 
supply of cakes throughout the day.
●Arts Development Officers from South 
Cambs DC Kirsten and Richard for all 
sorts of help before and on the day.
●The Judges;  Richard Brown - Arts 
Development Manager Comberton 
Village College; Pete Brazier – Vertical 
Rooms, Producer and Studio Owner; 
Lucy - Co worker for Pete Brazier; 
Mike Wilson – Vice Chair Strawberry 
Fair; Peter - Production manager and 
professional session drummer; Michael 
Thelwall - Gamlingay Records; Chris 
Shillam - Gamlingay Records; Debbie 
Hipgrave - Gamlingay Records
●Woodview for great sausages and 
Derek Woods for great bread rolls (lots 
of them!).
●Pauline Girdwood for buying all the 
food and drink
●Dave Hooper and his security team 
both on the front and back of house
●All the other helpers on the front of 
house, in the kitchen and marshalling 

in the hall – and clearing up afterwards. 
– Susi, Rachel, Becca, Sarah, Hayley, 
John and Tim Kitchener, Becca, Jan 
and Roger, Jackie and Philip, Lucy and 
many others – clearing up the recycling 
bins was messy!
●All the young people who helped 
before, during and after including Jon 
Miller, Will Day, Tom and Paul Currel 
and Matt White
●Johnny Finnigan for loaning his drum 
kit
●A Thousand Sins for loan of kit and 
help setting up the bands.
●All the bands for taking part
●Gamlingay Players for loan of the 
stage yet again.
●Gamlingay Parish Council for £300 
grant

The night raised about £1,600 and if 
there are any profits after costs are 

deducted, this money will go towards 
continuing to support the work of 
Gamlingay Records. 

Gamlingay Records is our own 
volunteer run community record 
label that helps young people from 
the South Cambridgeshire area find 
their way in the music business and 
is a part of Forward Gamlingay!  For 
more information please visit www.
gamlingayrecords.org.uk.



Friendship Coffee 
Mornings

All welcome, 10:30am

Thursday January 7th
Lindy Gorton, The Emplins
Thursday February 4th
Vera Decker
2 Almond Drive

If you need a lift, 
please contact 
Gerry Brunt on 
01767 650 693

COPING WITH FAMILY 
LIFE!

by Elaine Taylor, Relate Cambridge

Elaine Taylor is a relationship 
counsellor for Relate Cambridge.  She 
has 15 years experience of dealing with 
relationship problems.

When I am talking to couples at Relate 
about what is bothering them in their 
relationship, I ask them to think about 
what part of the problem belongs to 
them as an individual, and how much 
belongs to the ‘couple’ part of their 
relationship, as well as the influences on 
their relationship from outside sources.  
For example – these might be -work, 
health concerns or family pressures. 
Couples find that untangling the knots 
of their problems and examining the 
various strands in this way is very 
helpful.  

Let’s look at family pressures, as this is 
a frequent cause for concern.  So often 
in the counselling room I am talking 
to clients about their struggles; with an 
unruly toddler, a truculent teenager or 
a dependent, elderly relative.  However 
dearly loved a family member is, failing 
to appreciate their impact on a couple 
or family dynamic could have serious 
repercussions.

We all have a finite amount of resources 
– both mental and physical – to deal 
with whatever life throws at us.  How 
we use these resources is crucial in 
terms of our wellbeing and happiness as 
individuals, couples and families.  How 
can we focus on what really is essential 
and prioritise so that our expectations 
of ourselves and others are realistic? It 
is helpful for us all to consider how we 
can distribute our energy and recharge 
our batteries so we don’t end up running 
on empty and feeling emotionally 
bankrupt.

I am always telling clients that it is 
healthy to give ourselves permission 
to sit down, take stock and look at a 
coping strategy for whatever situation 
we find ourselves in, either as a couple 
or family unit.  How can we support 
and take care of each other at times 
of stress?  This is when it is most 
important for everyone to work together 
so that family life can function well 
rather than becoming a war zone!  This 
is not about stopping things from going 
wrong - it is more about anticipating, 

developing coping skills, identifying 
strengths and knowing that it is how you 
cope which is so much more important 
that what has gone wrong.

It is vital for each of us to consider what 
our needs are as an individual. Once 
we know what we need, we are in a 
much better position to communicate 
this to others around us and to get our 
needs met.  The challenge here is to 
accommodate the needs of everyone 
(which may all be very different) in the 
hurly burly of everyday family life.    

It is really helpful for us all to take 
the time to work out what our limits 
are and how to set realistic rules and 
boundaries.  If we are not feeling 
irritable, frustrated and resentful - or 
quite simply just run ragged - then 
everyone around us benefits.  

In a typical day, I encourage clients to 
focus on one small area that they might 
like to change. For example - looking 
at simple practical ways to help relieve 
stress and tension at a particular point in 
the day is an excellent start – however 
small these steps may seem.

As a couple it is a fantastic bonus if you 
can keep the lines of communication 
open – find ways to connect with each 
other that are quick and easy when there 
may not be a lot of time available.  A 
look, a smile or a quick hug - with an 
opportunity to sit together and mull over 
a stressful situation - maybe to debrief 
– and ask what could we do better next 
time?

Call Relate Cambridge on 01223 
357424 for further help and support.
www.relatecambridge.org.uk.
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Gamlingay 
& District 
Writers’ 
Group

We were a small but select group this 
month, and had a great meeting.  There 
were some brilliant stories too – practise 
really does make perfect.

1. Introductions

No need for introductions on this 
occasion as all present knew each other.

2. Review of Targets

One of our novelists has set herself a 
very ambitious word count target of 
30,000 words in 2 months – good luck 
with that!  The Chair is still plodding 
away rewriting her first novel, while 
trying to fit in some work on novel 
number five.

3. Competition News

The Chair’s Back into Hell short story 
won first place in the Spinetinglers 
competition, meaning a reward of £100 
and being printed in their publication.  
The Chair has also been invited to 
submit a novel to another Spinetinglers 
competition, so watch this space!

4. Other News

Speaker – we are still trying to arrange 
a date as we would very much like 
a particular speaker to join us one 
evening.  If we can’t do so, then we will 
try to find an alternative.

Writers’ News – all that remains is 
for the Chair to forward our details 
to Writers’ News, and we will be in a 
future edition of the magazine.  Great 
publicity for the group.

Will Pascoe’s novel – is now out, and 
is already receiving rave reviews on 
Amazon.  It looks absolutely fantastic 
– great cover and intriguing synopsis.  
Very well done.  ISBN-10: 1907203036 
or ISBN-13: 978-1907203039 if anyone 
wants to support a home-grown writer.

5. Discussion of Work

This month, we had to incorporate 
either the line, ‘Is that it? Or the line 
‘Perhaps it wasn’t as bad as it looked’ 
into our work.  We had some really 
intriguing stories.  It’s fascinating to see 
how different the work is when we’ve 
all started with the same brief.

Two members submitted their work but 
who could not be with us, and those 
present were reminded to send them our 
comments to ensure that they still feel 
part of the group.

6. Aims for the coming month

For the December meeting, which the 
program says will be on 2nd December 
but will actually be on 1 December 
as the 2nd is a Wednesday we are all 
hoping to produce a piece of work 
inspired by a picture.  This could be 
a picture, or a painting, or something 
found in a newspaper – anything that 
inspires us to put pen to paper or fingers 
to keyboard.

However, if anyone is working on 
something not connected with the 
theme, as ever, they are welcome 
to submit that instead.  That’s what 
we’re here for – to give support 
and encouragement at all stages of 
the creative process, from the first 
germination of an idea to the polishing 
of the finished article.

It would be helpful if we could circulate 
our work a week in advance of the 
meeting to allow for reading time.  
When circulating work, please use the 
distribution list on the e-mail which 
sends the monthly newsletter – the 
Chair reviews it every month before 
sending the newsletter, removing 
dormant members and adding new one, 
so it will be the most up to date list.

7. Any Other Business?

Next Year’s Programme – at the start of 
December’s meeting, we need to take a 
few minutes to plan our writing topics 
for 2010, otherwise we will be having 
a very quiet year!  Please come armed 
with ideas and suggestions so that we 
can quickly set the program.  Also, 
please take the opportunity to review 
the leaflet text – now would be a great 
time to revise it if necessary.
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Christmas Social Event – we have 
decided that we would like an informal 
Christmas meet-up.  One member has 
kindly offered to investigate the local 
hostelries so that something can be 
arranged

Joining the Group

If anyone wants to join us, they would 
be more than welcome.  We cater for 
all standards of writer from complete 
beginners to published novelists.  
Contact Tracey Goodwin on 01767 
654830 for details, or see our website 
– www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk.

Happy First Anniversary to the Writers’ 
Group!  It doesn’t seem possible that 
our inaugural meeting really was a 
whole year ago.  Thank you to everyone 
who has made the group such a pleasure 
to run.  Let’s hope that there are many 
more anniversaries to come!

1. Introductions

We had one new member this month, 
who got off to a flying start with two 
stories.  We also had a few apologies 
from people who couldn’t be with us.  
And get well soon to two members who 
haven’t been well–we missed you!

2. Review of Targets

One of our novelists has actually 
managed to write 15,000 words, which 
is an astonishing achievement, and 
has treated herself to a well-earned 
aromatherapy session as a reward.  Well 
done–keep it up!  Our other novelist 
managed a respectable 3,000 words in a 
‘write a novel in a month’ competition.

3. Competition News

Two members are still waiting to see 
if they have won anything with their 
onion related stories.  It has been 
suggested that all members should 
start sending work off to competitions 
on a regular basis, and the Chair 
will start to circulate details of any 
interesting-looking competitions, 
especially where there are prizes up 
for grabs!  The Chair is also going to 
enter a novel competition by stringing 
together enough short stories that they 
can masquerade as the beginnings of a 

novel.

4. Other News

Speaker – still trying with this one!  
Hopefully we’ll get something arranged 
for the New Year.

Writers’ News – we are going to appear 
in the March issue of Writers’ News 
which comes out on 4th Feb 2010, so 
we will all be famous!

5. Discussion of Work

This month, our work had to be inspired 
by a picture.  It is becoming very 
obvious that some members are making 
great strides forward with their work–
often just by listening to each other 
and noting how other members achieve 
a particular goal with their writing.  
Some members managed to coax out a 
story only days before the meeting–but 
the important thing is that they made 
the effort.  Writing is like anything 
else–the less you do it, the less you feel 
like doing it, so even if you’re feeling 
totally uninspired, it really is well worth 
trying to put pen to paper or fingers to 
keyboard.

The Chair is also preparing a quick 
guide to critiquing stories which will be 
an introduction for those who may not 
have done this before and a reminder for 
everyone else.  The Chair is also going 
to produce some new critique sheets to 
act as an aide memoire when reading 
other members’ work.

6. Aims for the coming month

We’ve got a brand new program for 
2010!  Our first topic is ‘After “The 
End”’.  Take your favourite book and 
then tell us how it continues after ‘The 
End’.  Or do the same with a film.  Does 
everyone really live happily ever after 
or is there more to it?

Our programme can be viewed on our 
website.

However, if anyone is working on 
something not connected with the 
theme, as ever, they are welcome 
to submit that instead.  That’s what 
we’re here for – to give support 
and encouragement at all stages of 
the creative process, from the first 
germination of an idea to the polishing 
of the finished article.beginners to 
published novelists.  



GAMLINGAY and 
DISTRICT HISTORY 

SOCIETY

Meets in the Library at the Village 
College

7.30pm on the second Monday of 
each month

Monday, 11th January
Early years of the Hutchinsons, 

Potton and Gamlingay with George 
Howe

All welcome

THE BOOK OF LIFE

The gift of life that we receive,
In love, and joyous notes expressed,
Seal our contact with first cry,
And so reveal our future blessed.

Our faltering footsteps soon begin,
Till we in eagerness secure,
That effort brings its own reward,
A prize that we alone can win.

The page has turned again once more,
And so reveals our own true self,
Before life’s mirror here we stand,
To realize just who we are.

So many facts have now appeared,
At school, at work, at play,
With interest we understand,
The rhythm of the day.

To middle years we now respond,
All childish acts are far behind,
We are the ones to teach new life,
With love to show the way.

Senility arrives to grace,
Our tranquil years that will replace,
The busy life that once we knew,
And time for everything we do.

E W Farndell, �00� 



GENERAL 
KNOWLEDGE QUIZ

Saturday 30th January
8pm start

Gamlingay Village 
College

Bring your own drink & 
nibbles

£5 per person entry 
fee

Teams maximum of 8

Please telephone 
01767 652157, 
07540 856775 
or email 
rainbow.preschool@
virgin.net

 for an entry form.

SALE!

WEDNESDAY 
20TH JANUARY 

2010

9.30am till 7pm
   

47 Green Acres, 
Gamlingay

Huge discounts 
available on Ladies, 
Mens and Childrens 

Wear

Why battle the 
crowds in town when 
you can shop locally 

in comfort? 



NEW YEAR’S EVE - COWBOY-STYLE 

Ranchers, cowboys, cattle rustlers,
Lawmen, outlaws, gamblers, hustlers,
Bounty-hunters, Preachers too,
All went down to Deadwood S’loon.

Calamity Jane and O.C.Hanks,
Butch Cassidy and ol’ Sundance,
Wells Fargo also went - by stage,
Oh what nostalgic Western Age.

Davy Crockett, Hiawatha,
Famous names were all on offer,
What a night, (to tell the truth),
It brought back all our miss-spent youth!

Indians came, with squaws a-plenty,
Trailing with them tee-pee tenty,
Hides and Skins, with tummies taut,
Over-stretched from Christmas Port.

All tribed in to drinking den,
Saloon girls flirting with the men,
Drinking too much “fire-water”,
Leastways, more than they did oughta.

Tom-toms pounded, gee-tars twanged,
Fiddlers fiddled, drummers banged (!)
Heap-big music made us smile,
In rootin’-tootin’ Cowboy Style.

Pistols cocked, and arrows steady,
Cowboys, Indians - all were ready,
But - Pipe of Peace and Pow-wow won,
And New Year safely overcome. 

Gill Spaul Jan 1���



Telephone Contact Numbers for Cambridge County Council

Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult’s Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221

General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0345 045 5206
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361



GAMLINGAY and 
DISTRICT HISTORY 

SOCIETY

Meets in the Library at the Village 
College

7.30pm on the second Monday of 
each month

Monday, 8th February
An evening with the author of 

‘Gamlingay’, James Brown

All welcome

Gamlingay Gardening Club 2010 
Highlights

We get our programme off to a good 
start on January 6th with a talk from 
Nick Hamilton. He is the son of Geoff 
Hamilton of TV fame who created the 
gardens at Barnsdale. 
Since his father died, Nick and his wife 
have taken over the management of the 
gardens and judging by the standard 
of them when we visited them on the 
club outing, making a very good job of 
it. The title of his talk is Bog Gardens 
and Associated Plants and he is a very 
interesting and entertaining speaker.
On April 7th our speaker is Colette 
Barrere, she has talked to us several 
times before and her visits are always 
looked forward to. She worked for 
many years with Alan Bloom at 
Bressingham Gardens. With a mentor 
like that it is no surprise that her talks, 
as well as being full of gardening 
expertise are also full of common sense: 
the two do not always go together! To 
add to this she is also a charming and 
friendly lady. I am sure her talk, Year 
Round Fragrance on Sand and Clay will 
contain something for everyone.
The following month, on May 5th, 
we have Timothy Walker, Director of 
Oxford Botanical Gardens. If this title 
conjures up in your mind a picture of 
a stern and serious professor type you 
could not be further from the truth. 
Timothy’s talks are at least as well 
known for their humour as for their 
gardening content. He also seems 
to enjoy exchanging banter with his 
audience. His talk is intriguingly titled, 
What Have Plants Ever Done For Us?
Saturday May 15th is the day of our 
plant sale. This will be at Honey Hill by 
kind permission of Mrs E Knibbs, who 
cheerfully puts up with us invading her 
lovely garden every year. We shall be 
selling a wide range of both tender and 
hardy plants grown by our members. 
This is your chance to buy good quality 
plants at far cheaper prices than you 
would have to pay at a garden centre or 
nursery. You can also indulge in tea and 
excellent home-made cake. Please come 
and visit us.
The summer outing this year is to one of 
the best known gardens in the country, 
Sissinghurst Castle in Kent. The garden 

was originally designed and planted by 
Vita Sackville-West and her husband, 
Sir Harold Nicholson. 
The garden covers ten acres so 
there should be something to please 
everyone. Lots of roses, some of them 
old-fashioned varieties, colour themed 
gardens, a herbaceous border and a herb 
garden are some of the many attractions. 
If you are feeling energetic you can 
climb to the top of the tower for a bird’s 
eye view. This is on Saturday July 3rd.
The final talk of the year, on November 
3rd, is Gardening 
Through The 
Seasons, by our 
chairman, Jean 
Venning. She 
will probably kill 
me for writing 
this but if it is 
anything like her 
previous talks, 
we shall be in for a feast of superb 
photography

Widdershins
Hatley Village Hall
29th Jan 2010 at 6.30pm 

The King’s Got 
Donkey’s Ears!

A walk in the woods should be for 
fun, play or for a visit to Grandma’s.  
Not so for Good King Orik.  He went 
in smiling and came out cursed with 
the great big furry ears of a donkey!  
Shocked, embarrassed and very upset, 
the King hides away in his tower, 
desperately hoping that no one will 
find out the secret hidden beneath 
his hat.  But Scruffibus, the King’s 
wise and faithful dog, cannot bear to 
see his master upset and realises that 
something must be done!

Following its massive hit with ‘Three 
Billy Goats Gruff & Other Furry 
Tails’.  Theatre of Widdershins brings 
you this tale of mythical mayhem and 
asinine antics, lovingly retold with the 
company’s unique blend of puppetry, 
storytelling and original music.

For ticket costs and more details 
please contact Margot Eagle on 01767 
651649 (evenings only)



One business, one family, four generations

The Worboys family has seen great change in Gamlingay since their business opened early in the 20th century 
when William Worboys retired from the police force as village ‘bobby’ and began a garage and taxi service.  
The population of Gamlingay was less than half today’s and the motor car a relatively new invention but 
evidently the industry was growing as Gamlingay boasted four petrol stations at this time!   During these early 
days of business, William’s son Ken combined a passion for motor cars with his career interest by serving an 
apprenticeship with Empson’s Motors, in the place where Bell Foundry Close now stands.   The effect of the great 
crash of 1929 had reached the village by 1931 when Ken’s apprenticeship was concluding and Empson’s were 
unable to retain his service as a qualified motor mechanic.  While this unfortunate turn of events may have closed 
one door, it opened another for Ken who took the opportunity to join and expand the business his father had 
established by launching a motor mechanic service in premises that stood beside what is now Lindsay’s Bakery 
in Mill Street.  Those premises and Empson’s Motors, as well as a Zoar Chapel and four cottages constructed for 
widows of World War One are just some of the buildings that once stood in Mill Street beside Worboys Garage.  
 In addition to Worboys and the three other petrol stations, there was an abundance of shops and business 

serving the village in those days, many in 
Mill Street or Church Street in buildings that 
also are now long gone.  In Church Street, 
the site of the present Co-op once was 
occupied by a draper/haberdashers selling 
everything from thread and material to shoes 
and vests.  There was a tailor, ironmonger, 
fish and chip shop, tobacconist, newsagent, 
general stores - including one whose owner 
took in stray donkeys - butchers, four 
undertakers and a glove manufacturing 
factory.  The longest surviving businesses in 
Mill Street and, possibly, the whole village, 
are the still neighbouring businesses of 
Lindsay’s Bakery and Worboys’ Garage in 
Mill Street. 
 Worboys Garage has survived a number 
of difficulties during its lifetime, one of 

which could have been catastrophic during Word War Two, when the Army commandeered the entire premises 
for military supplies storage.  Ken was away serving in Africa, Europe and the Middle East during the war and 
had temporarily closed the business, transferring the care of his regular customers to another business in Big-
gleswade.  During the Army’s use of the buildings, a serious fire broke out - thankfully not as a result of enemy 
action although the building did suffer extensive damage.  More recently Worboys survived the fuel crises of the 
1970’s and early 21st century, when many privately owned businesses 
collapsed under the strain of interrupted supplies and surging prices.   To-
day the biggest challenges come in sourcing reasonably priced petrol and 
reliable supplies.  The increasing monopoly of the supermarkets enables 
them to command significantly discounted prices from the oil companies, 
an advantage that Worboys does not have, but even this is not always 
their biggest challenge - sometimes it is a struggle to find a company 
who will divert to Gamlingay for what the oil companies consider to be a 
small volume of business!  Nonetheless, Worboys continues today as the 
founders William and Ken, and their succeeding sons Keith and David, 
intended and has a long history and reputation for providing petrol and 
mechanical services with a rarely found personal service.  
 As the architecture, composition and population of the village 
continue to evolve, the essence of the community remains thanks to the 
long standing traditions and businesses that continue today, and of course 
villagers themselves.  The Worboys family and business are part of those 
traditions.

WORBOYS GARAGE
& FILLING STATION
Mill Street, Gamlingay

Servicing and repairs on most 
makes of car and light commercials

Batteries, tyres & exhausts

Serving Gamlingay since 1936 
Tel: 01767 650 273

MOT
TESTING STATION

advertising feature



by clerks Leanne 
Bacon and Kirstin 

Rayner

Summary of Parish council Meeting in November

Agendas and Minutes also available on the website www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk

Items discussed;-

• Community Buildings
After much consideration at both full Council and Finance and General purposes 
committee, council resolved to give the clerks mandate to apply for loans for 
the Gamlingay Eco Hub of up to £500 000 from the Public Works Loans Board/
Community Builders or a combination thereof and to appoint consultants to move the 
project to tender stage.  Greensand Ridge Local Action Group is supporting funding 
the project – application for at least £150k grant moved to next stage.  An SCDC audit 
has identified Gamlingay as one of only four villages in the region to be deficient 
in community facilities.  In future developers wishing to build in the village will be 
required to make Section 106 contributions towards community facilities.  More 
expressions of interest from potential users of the Hub and letters of support have been 
received.  

• Churchyards
Report on maintenance needs was received from the cemetery working party.  
Delay on relaying paths is due to the need to link the work to the paths at St Mary’s 
– awaiting approval from Diocese of Ely architect for these works.  Contractors to be 
advised about hedge and shrub works.  Benches to be painted next spring.

• Financial Issues
Further details about options for swing replacement to be sought.

• Library – The Village College have asked that the library be removed from 
their premises as soon as possible.  After a meeting with the parish council the date 
for this  was agreed to be the end of May 2010.  As the Hub is unlikely to be ready 
by then and the parish council are very keen to try and ensure continuity of library 
provision for the community, the clerks are to write to the Governors to ask them to 
reconsider and to request an extension to this date.

• Miscellaneous
Chairman of the Green Acres Residents Association attended to explain that due to 
ongoing difficulties collecting monies from residents to pay towards the maintenance 
of the green areas on the estate, GARA will likely be disbanded.  This will mean that 
the lease on Merton Field will not be renewed.  This path which links to the Clopton 
Way is  much used by people all over the village (especially dog walkers).  The Parish 
Council were given details of how much Merton field costs to maintain each  year and 
asked if they would consider taking it over. 
Forward Gamlingay! – Battle of the Bands competition has 11 bands signed up to 
perform.  
Youth Club – can now offer sexual health advice to young people as it has been 
officially classed as an advisory centre by County Council and trained staff are on 
hand.
Anti - Social behaviour and litter at the Cross.  Council is to investigate ways to 
improve this central area of the village.
Police – plea for villagers to continue to report minor incidents.
Neighbourhood Watch – ongoing problems with photocopier still being investigated 
by the leasing company.  Council have requested a new machine if problem cannot be 
resolved.
Highways – leaf litter needs sweeping up – SCDC to be contacted.

Eco Hub 
Redevelopment 
Project
by Bridget Smith, Project Facilitator

Gamlingay Eco Hub: Project Update

The Community Centre is due to 
close after 31st December.  This is a 
shame but there has been considerable 
deterioration in the condition of the 
building in recent weeks and we need to 
close it before it becomes a health and 
safety liability.

The design team, led by architect Dan 
Jones, are now preparing the tender 
documents for the new Eco Hub.  These 
will be submitted to interested builders 
in a few weeks time and they will then 
provide us with quotes as to what the 
project is actually going to cost.  It is 
hoped that the current economic climate 
will make this tendering process highly 
competitive and that we shall get very 
good value for our hard earned money.

A final community consultation event 
will take place in early January.  

We hope to have a scale model for you 
to look at and details of the interior of 
the building, the materials to be used 
etc.  This exhibition will run for a 
couple of weeks during which you will 
have the opportunity to let us know 
what your feelings about the plans are 
and what you think we could be doing 
better.  We shall also be consulting 
further with those residents living near 
to the site who will be affected once 
the building starts in order to reassure 
them that we shall be doing everything 
possible to minimise disruption and 
annoyance once the building work starts 
in May 2010.



continued on page ��

Lane and 
Chandler
7 Mill Street
Gamlingay
Bedfordshire
SG19 3JW

THINKING OF MOVING?
For a higher standard of estate 
agency and a better chance of 
selling your home contact your local 
estate agent for a free valuation.

Call either Angela or Julie on:

01767 654 141

The Community Centre - Eco Hub - Gamlingay 
Hub
What is the truth?
I am really quite tired of trying to disentangle half truths and misinformation from 
what is really going on. I will try to give examples.

“The Council has agreed to fund up to £500,000 through a loan.” ( Parish Council 
Update November �00�) 

This is not true.   The Council has only agreed to look at the proposal.

“The Cost of the loan “indicates that this represent an increase of the precept of 
£5.55 per household.”(Gamlingay Gazette December �00�)

This is not true. The cost of the £500,000 loan will depend on who funds 
the loan.   The Public Works Loan Board cost is £21.39 per household. 
(letter from Parish Clerks �th November �00�)

“Further funding will now be coming from the Greensands Ridge Local Action 
Group. The money which will be in excess of £150,000...” (Gamlingay Gazette 
December �00�)

Curious!   The £150,000 is to cover grants for the whole of the walk right 
across Central Bedfordshire County Council’s area.   I have contacted their 
website and the maximum grant for a Community Project was (October 09) 
£10,000.

It is possible that the Parish Council may be able to make premature repayment... 
existing assets are disposed of. (Gamlingay Gazette December �00�)

The ‘existing assets’ of course refers to the sale of the WI Hall. No notice 
has been taken so far of the village petition to prevent the WI Hall from 
being sold.

The total project was costed at £1,454,000 in June 2009.  The present plan is to 
progress with the £980,000 scheme. (Gamlingay Gazette December �00�)

The present £980,000 cost has risen to £1,150,000. (Policy & Resources 
Committee November �00�)
No allowance has been made for architect’s fees at say £69k(6%). The June 
figures made no allowance for VAT. These will at least be chargeable on 
professional fees.  
 

“The Planning application for the Eco Hub submitted in late July will be completed 
dependent on external funding being found.”(Gamlingay Gazette October �00�)

This is exactly the wording used in 2008 for work now requiring support 
of £550,000 from the Parish Council plus the sale of the WI Hall. Why do I 
not believe them?

“A great deal of Public Consultation has taken place...and are reflected in the Parish 
Plan 2008-2012.”(Hub report to Parish Council 1� Sept �00�)

The questionnaire in the Parish Plan gave 11 things that the public might 
want.  “Halls for hire” came 10th with only 34 votes out of 1030 responses 
to this question. 

“To ensure that the facility is financially sustainable and that a generous sinking fund 
is established for long and short term maintenance.”(Eco Hub Business Plan �00�, 



page �)

No provision is made in the Budget (Eco Hub Business Plan �00�, page ��) 
for:

Annual Repairs and Maintenance, 
Cyclical repairs e.g. (painting)
Equipment Replacement e.g. computers, chairs, kitchen equipment
Internet connections
Security and so the list goes on
I suggested that these costs should be assessed by a Chartered Surveyor 
but this was rejected.

 “The Parish Council Office is in a rented listed building which is too small for 
full Council Meetings or for public attendance at meetings.”(Eco Hub Business 
Plan �00�, page 1�)

The office at the Eco Hub is about half the size of the present office. 
Council meetings are held in the WI Hall which is more than adequate 
in size.

“The Readers Group has been forced to meet in peoples houses.” (Eco Hub 
Business Plan �00�, page 1�)

The Readers Group has met in the cafe in Church Street for over 12 
months.  It is satisfied with this arrangement.

Other potential relocating groups include The Gardening Club, the WI.”(Eco 
Hub Business Plan �00�, page 1�)

The Gardening Club wrote in early 2009 to say it had no intention of 
going to the Eco Hub.  

“There are currently only two changing rooms for football.”(Eco Hub Business 
Plan �00�, page 1�)

With the fully developed Eco Hub there will still only be two changing 
rooms.

“...redevelopment to the highest possible energy efficiency standards... ” (Eco 
Hub Business Plan �00�, page 1�)

continued on page ��

continued from page ��



continued from page ��

“The refurbished Eco Hub does not achieve the (energy) figures deemed to 
be good practice.” (Eco Hub Business Plan �00�, page �1)

I recognise the need for a proper Community Hall within the village. The Eco Hub is 
not it.   It is sited too far from the village centre.  It tries to do too many things forcing 
the design team into making compromises, few of which appear to work.   

I have tried to persuade those within the village organisations to discuss the design 
problems and my fears on many points. I have been told that to meet would be 
undemocratic and too expensive.  Isn’t it sad.   

Philip Gorton.

Ditties and Doodles
Written by Gill Spaul and illustrated by her daughter, 

Joanna. 

From our regular local poetry contributor, an opportunity 
to purchase a book of 44 illustrated poems. 

Autographed copies available from Gill Spaul, 
The Rowans, 
Gamlingay, 
Sandy, Beds 

or online www.authorsonline.co.uk by following the 
author or title link.

01767 651 580



WHAT’S ON IN JANUARY AND FEBRUARY

Booklinks Contact: Vicky Phillips

First Thursday of the month At the Crafty Cupcake, new members welcome.

Mucky Pups

Tuesday mornings Messy play for under 5’s. 9.30 to 11.30am Church Hall £2.

Over 50’s walks 9.30 start from Community Centre Car park. New members 
welcome. 

Potton and Gamlingay Health 
Walks 10.00 am start. Ring Pat on 01767 650132 for details. 

Every Thursday These walks are led by two trained health walkers.

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New 
members most welcome. tel: 651 025 

Friday, 8th January Competition 4 Judge Jane Goodall

Friday, 15th January A bit of fun with Brian Davies

Friday, 22nd January Eilean A Cheo The Isle of Mist with Suzanne Flood, Sam Pellat and 
L Ayres

Friday, 29th January The Beyond Group exhibition presentation

Friday, 5th February Competition 5 Open. Judge David Hone

Friday, 12th February Bulgarian Experience with Reg Roberson and Our Travels with Roy 
Turner

Friday, 26th February Competition 5 Slide portfolio. Judge Tba

WI

Tuesday, 19th January Corsets, Crinolines and Camisoles by Fran Saltmarsh

Tuesday, 16th February Malcolm Busby Tales of the Fens

GEAG (Gamlingay Environmental 
Action Group)

More information from www.geag.org.uk

Wednesday, 20th January Guest speaker Andy Knight from Sustrans 7.00pm – 9.00pm, 
Methodist Hall (First School grounds)

Gardening Club

Wednesday, 6th January Nick Hamilton on Bog Gardens and Associated Plants

Wednesday, 3rd February Doctor Twigs Way talk on Plots, Politics and History of Allotments

History Society

Monday, 11th January Early years of the Hutchinsons, Potton and Gamlingay with George 
Howe

Monday, 8th February An evening with the Author of ‘Gamlingay’, James Brown



WHAT’S ON IN JANUARY AND FEBRUARY

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, 
refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, WI Hall.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting., WI Hall.

Hatley Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 651982.

3rd Tuesday of alternate months.
Tuesday, 19th January

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. All welcome. We 
meet every other month and further information can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or noticeboards.

The Gazette

Monday, 1st February Copy deadline for March edition

Monday, 1st March Copy deadline for April edition

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Goodwin on 654 830 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month

Guild of St Mary Church Hall 8pm

Monday, 18th January AGM

Monday, 15th February Woodland Trust

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff 
Bruerton on 650748.

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown 01767 650978.

1st and 3rd Monday of month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

Social Club All events starting at 8.30 pm. New members welcome.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.



HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community Healthcare Appointments 651 150
Child Health Clinic Meet at Baptist 

Church hall
CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 696650
Car Care Scheme Sue McPherson 652 949
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency Fire 01223 376 217
Non-emergency Police 0345 456 4564
Community Police PC Lee Scott 0845 456 4564
Neighbourhood Watch Christine 

Theobald
651 051

PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,
Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

Library Debbie Hare 650 169
Forward Gamlingay Chair: 

Ian Wakeling
Hatley Parish Council Clerk, 

Mr. S. Kindersley
651 982

POLITICS
MP Andrew Lansley. 

Conservative.
01954 212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0845 0450 500

PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND EDUCATION 
Babies and Toddlers Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 940
Rainbow Preschool Diana Matthews 652 157
Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 676
Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 491

Natalie 691 477
GAMA Bridget Smith 650 510
Care Club closed
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
First School Office 650 208
Carers Lunch Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Mr Peter Barham 650 677
Thursday Badminton Bridget Smith 650 510
Football Club Chair: Brian 

Culverhouse (youth 
teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian Culverhouse 651 020
Tennis Club Olivia Marsh 651 215
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church Hall Kate Golding 651 215
WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George Village 
Hall

Sally Ward 651 337

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gamlingay and District 
Gardening Club

Jean Venning 
Membership 
Liz Tayler 

261 298

650 600
History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Skatepark Association Pauline Girdwood 651 091
Target Group Jackie Hough 651 070
Over 50’s walks Meeting at 

community centre 
Booklinks Vicky Phillips
Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of Dance Susan Lucas, 316 518
St. Neot’s Model Railway 
Club

John Kneeshaw E mail: j.kneeshaw@
ntlworld.com 

Painting for Pleasure  Phyllis Jaquest 677 313
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian Kindersley 651 982
Jackie Hough 651 070

Gamlingay Writers Tracey Goodwin 654 830
www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk

Village Show Steve Mitchell 654 984
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s Almshouses 
Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian Kindersley

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District Round 
Table

Lee Packham Brown 650978

GEAG (Gamlingay Environmental Action Group) Brycchan Carey 651 141

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay Guides Benita Scott 650 547
1st Gamlingay Brownies Maria Spence 0771 1161 618
1st Gamlingay Rainbows Helen Oldham 631 720
Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Beavers Karen 

Crutchington
651 712

Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gransden/Everton Cubs Barry Jefferd 261 000
Scouts Thursdays Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Scouts Fridays Chris Elwood 07879 698477
Explorers Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

CHURCHES
Baptist Church Minister, James 

Gilbert
651 519

St Mary The Virgin Rector: Steven 
Rothwell

650 568

New Life Fellowship Rev O R Inskip 01223 710373
SCHOOLS
First School Head J Newman 650 208
Village College Head  M Clark 650 360
First School Association Via school office 650 208
Village College Friends 
Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information

PARISH COUNCIL - email and web details
Clerks Leanne and Kirstin gamlingaypc@lineone.net
Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Nick Telford-Reed ntelfordreedgpc@tiscali.

co.uk 
Vice Chairman Jayne Wright jwrightgpc@tiscali.co.uk
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Havelock House prior to the bookmakers 
run by Ted Williams from Waresley.
Reg Gosling married Enid, daughter of 
Archie Fowler who had the sweetshop in 
Church Street. Reg took over the business 
when Archie died and added newspapers 
too. Charlie Careless had the other similar 
shop in Mill Street as well as one on 
Potton Market Square, run by George 
Randall.
Ken Warboys started work at Empsons 
Garage before starting his own business 
in Mill Street.
Mr and Mrs Hinch lived in Station Road. 
Poor Mrs Hinch was burnt to death when 
her nightdress caught the coal fire.
Lawrence Turrell was the son of the coal  
merchant next door, Walter Turrell.
Lucy Double was the stationmaster’s 
daughter. 
Nellie Hales was the daughter of the 
milkman who lived in ‘the lanes’ - Stocks 
Lane.
Kath Rainsford was the sister of Joe 
Rainsford who worked on the farm at 
Block Bridge.
Nellie Whitbread was a maid at Avenall’s 
Farm for Dick Piper.
Frank Cross had the orchards in Mill 
Street. Father of  Stanley, Leslie and Enid. 
A pound of cherries in July 1947 was 1 
shilling and threepence (7p). Beautiful.
Miss Haddlesey (on the hockey picture) 
was a school teacher in the Parish Room 
by the church, and run by Miss Coates.
Alec Norman served in the RAF in WWII 
and started Alec Norman Garages on 
demob. His wife, Ivy, ran a taxi business 
with two large Hillman 14hp cars. Ken 
Warboys was also in the RAF.
Barbara Empson is my sister 
and reminded me of some of 
the names. She married Peter 
Hancox from Bedford in the 30’s 
and still lives on The Cross, now 
aged 93. No. 5 Church Street has 
been in our family since 1920, 
when father had a garage in 
Church Street, where the Co-op 
is now. He designed the garage in 
Waresley Road himself and hired 
bricklayers and George Radwell 
as carpenter, circa 1921.

If anyone has more information 
about the old Gamlingay residents 
mentioned here, or indeed any 
recollections of the early days, 
The Gazette would be pleased to 
hear from you.- Ed



The Police
Non-emergency number has 

changed to:
0345 456 4564

Gamlingay Library
 650 169 free to join

Tuesday 16.00-20.00
Thursday 17.00-19.00

Saturday 10.30-12.30


