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My day as head teacher.
by Andrew Twydell

On Thursday the 12th of March Gamlingay 
First School year 4’s put names in a 
flower pot for picking a new head teacher for the 

afternoon. Mr Newman came round and asked if anybody didn’t 
want to be in the pot. On Thursday afternoon my mum had a 
phone call to say that Frankie-mai and me were both picked out so 
in the morning I went in my shirt and tie for the first time ever.

 When it came to lunch time, Frankie and me went to find Mr 
Newman for our first job. When we got to find him, (eventually) we 
asked “ What is our first job?” and first we did some photo-coping for 
Mrs Brown in the office of a news letter. Then we went and did some 
lesson observations, I did one in Miss Goodwille’s class first and she 
got a 9 and a half out of ten and I also did one in Miss Slater’s class 
and Miss Slater got 10 out of ten.

When it came to assembly time me and Frankie went into the hall 
5 minutes early just to run over what we had to do and when the 
classes came in I was standing out side. Mr Newman came and said 
“ welcome to our assembly and I’m Mr Newman.” and we had a 
little bit of a muddle up with each other to see who was the real head 
teacher. After a while Mr Newman decided to go and sit down so me 
and Frankie did the assembly and gave out the birthday stickers to the 
people who had their birthdays.

It was just wonderful because how often is it that you put about 50 
names in a pot and yours comes out? It was just totally awesome. I 
had a fantastic day as being head teacher so I just wanted to thank Mr 
Newman for coming up with the idea in the first place.

(This was part of the red nose day events run at school on Friday 
13th March.. -Ed)

Cambridgeshire’s 
Flying Squad

Have you ever heard the whirl 
of a helicopter flying over your 
home and wondered what it was 
up to? 
 Recently, a Gamlingay 
resident asked that very question 
which led to four villagers 
getting the opportunity to find 
out.
There are three types of 
helicopter traffic; private flights 
from owners in the area, flights 
by the Air Ambulance Service, 
and finally, flights made by 
Cambridgeshire Constabulary’s 
helicopter, which we were invited 
to visit.
The MD902 Explorer helicopter 
is based at RAF Wyton, and 
first took to the skies in June 
2006.  It was chosen because it 
has no tail rotor, making it 25% 
quieter than the Air Ambulance 
aircraft. The helicopter can carry 
up to six passengers, however, 
its daily crew configuration is 
normally a crew of three, one 
pilot and two police officers.  It 
has sophisticated technology 
including a thermal imaging 
camera system, 30 million 
candle power search light, public 
address system and digital video 
recorders, which can down link 
images to senior officers many 
miles away from the incident.
The specialist team, led by Sgt 
Gordon Murray, operates daily 
and is available to deal with all 

Use it or lose it!
Weekly bus Hatley to St Neots

Cambridgeshire C.C. has said that due to insufficient use the weekly 
bus will be withdrawn in September 2009. 

  
The C2 bus provided by Saffords runs every:

Thursday (market day) to St Neots. 
  continued on page 2



kinds of incident throughout the county, 
as well as Essex and Suffolk as part of a 
consortium agreement. This agreement 
allows the Constabulary to sustain air 
support standards yet assists in keeping 
costs down.
Sgt Murray explained that the role of 
the helicopter is to deliver technical 
support to those emergency services 
on the ground as well as delivering 
emergency medical support. In some 
cases, the aircraft transports the 
voluntary emergency medical team from 
the Mid Anglia General Practitioner 
Accident Service (MAGPAS), an 
inspirational charity organization.

continued from page 1
Most commonly, the helicopter is 
involved in searches, vehicle pursuits, 
armed incident stops, monitoring 
public order incidents, surveillance and 
collecting aerial imagery for court cases 
and incident planning.
In 2008/09 fiscal year, the unit dealt 
with 1,870 incidents, was involved 
in 213 arrests, assisted in finding 35 
missing people and located £1,144,00 of 
criminal funds.
It’s nice to know that someone’s up 
there.
If you would like further information, 
please contact Cllr Jayne Wright 
through the Parish Council or District 
Cllr Bridget Smith.

Beat the Burglar
* Recent crime statistics show that burglary has increased across the county 
including in South Cambridgeshire.
* The Police have recently made some key arrests relating to burglary.
* Residents are reminded to close windows when they leave the house in the warmer 
months. Many burglaries are  opportunistic, and the offender does not have to use 
force - they  get in through an open door/window or insecure point of entry. A small 
gap of 23-28cms (the size of a human head) is large enough for a burglar. The 
Cambs Police website provides some helpful advice at http://www.cambs.police.
uk/crimeprevention/advice. 
* The Home Office produce a number of crime reduction leaflets; (A small supply 
is available at the Parish Council Office) You can find  more details at www.
crimereduction.gov.uk/publicity_catalogue and click on “General Crime”.
Or you can contact them via the  phone-line number 0870 2414680 or email 
homeoffice@prolog.uk.com

 Timetable 
  

Hatley P.O. 9.32 - East Hatley 9.34 - St. Neots Market Square10.15 
  

St Neots Market Square1.15 - Hatley P.O. approx. 1.55 
  

Bus pass holders  FREE 
Other adults    £2.50 - ticket from P.O. 

Children under 5 - free.  5 to 16   £2.00 from P.O. 
  

So use it or lose it!
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News from the churches

PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND 

EVERTON CUM TETWORTH
Rector: Revd Steven 
Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller

The Rectory, Stocks Lane

11 Bunyan Close

650 568

650 779

KEY
E=Everton, 

G=Gamlingay; 
H=Hatley St George

continued on page �

Services for the Benefice of Gamlingay with Hatley and Everton 
May 2009

Sunday 3rd Easter 4 8am Holy Communion G
10am First Sunday & Baptisms G
6pm Evensong E

Wednesday 6th 10.30am Parent & Toddler Service E
Sunday 10th Easter 5 8am Holy Communion E

9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Holy Communion H

Wednesday 13th 7.30pm Christian Aid Service G
Sunday 17th Easter 6 8am Holy Communion G

Stewardship 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

Thursday 21st Ascension 7.30pm Holy Communion G
Friday 22nd 2.45pm Song, Story & Prayer E
Sunday 24th Easter 7 8am Holy Communion H

9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E
6pm Evensong G

Sunday 31st Pentecost 8am Holy Communion G
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

Dear Readers,

Recently, I went back home; that is I went back to the area of South East London 
that was very close to where I grew up. I was there for a family funeral and the 
thing that struck me was how different so many things where. Buildings that had 
previously been there were gone. There were roads and roundabouts, shops and 
offices where there never used to be. And all my cousins had become more grey and 
more wrinkled. 

Going back is never an easy decision to make, whether it’s to a place, a school, a 
home, or to a something more complicated like going back to renew friendships that 
have been lost. 

After Easter the church has heard the stories of Jesus’ great comeback, his re-
appearance after death, and then his final appearances before he ascends to be with 
God (which in itself might be viewed as Jesus going back home). 

Jesus’ disciples felt very alone after he died but  Jesus seemed to know that the 
time would come for him to return to his Father. If he didn’t, the disciples wouldn’t 
continue to grow as they needed to. You can’t be a missionary from the comfort of 



News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary: Mr W C M Smith 01767 6681530

Church Services
Sunday morning 10.45am

We observe the Lord’s Supper on 
the first Sunday of each month

(note change to above)

Weekday meetings
(venue as announced)

Thursday evening at 7.45pm
Prayer and Bible study

On the second and fourth Tuesday
of each month at 3.00pm
‘Women in Partnership’

Alpha Sunday 6.00pm

continued from page �
what is familiar to you. Jesus had to abandon his friends in real terms, even if he 
promised to be with them in their hearts and minds. The disciples’ mission was to go 
out and preach the Good News to people of all nations. 

But I think they had a mission to undertake before that journey even began: their first 
mission was to learn to live without Jesus. They had to leave behind their mentor, 
they had to step up and take responsibility.

And what are we left with? What difference has the whole Easter story made to our 
lives? The promise of a new hope, of new growth, of Spring and life renewing itself 
is what we hang on to. But there is more that we long for and hope for. That the 
Ascension of Christ to heaven is not the end of Christ in our lives. We hope that we 
may still meet Christ in the people and circumstances around us. We hope that the 
church will be the body of Christ in worship, prayer and fellowship. We hope that 
the church will be a body that grows, not just in numbers, but in its maturity and 
depth of understanding.

Revd Steven Rothwell

Dear Friends,

This year, the Christian festival of Pentecost falls on Sunday 31st May; it’s an 
important date in the Christian calendar, celebrated by all the denominations. 
In fact, many Christians regard it as being the ‘birthday of the Church’. Almost 
two thousand years ago, on the first Pentecost Day, Jesus’ followers received the 
promised gift of the Holy Spirit. The events of the day are recorded in chapter 2 
of the Book of Acts in the Bible. Up to then, Jesus’ followers had kept themselves 
out of the public eye, but on that day, things changed dramatically, they were filled 
with joy and a new confidence and Peter, who had denied Jesus on the night of 
His betrayal, stood up and addressed the crowds in Jerusalem. What he said had a 
rather dramatic effect on the crowd, because 3000 of them came to faith in Jesus and 
received the Holy Spirit for themselves.

When people come to a personal faith in Jesus Christ, they talk about being ‘born 
again’ or ‘born of the Spirit’ because Jesus promised that all who put their faith in 
Him would receive the Holy Spirit for themselves. Christianity is not a series of 
rules to be followed and rituals to be observed, rather a living relationship with God, 
not abstract, not theoretical, but a religion of experience. Christians encounter God 
through the Holy Spirit. In John’s Gospel, chapter 14, verses 14–17, Jesus promises 
the Spirit to His followers and describes Him as being ‘another counsellor’ or 
‘another comforter’ of exactly the same kind as Jesus Himself. 

He comes as confirmation and assurance that our relationship with God is genuine. 
His presence brings confidence and enables Christians to live lives marked by love, 
joy, peace, patience and self-control and to become the people we were designed 
to be. He empowers and enables, comforts and guides, strengthens and heals. His 
presence makes all the difference – having Him in my life means I am never alone. 

Very much something to celebrate!

Best wishes, James.



LA MODA
Presents a Ladies Fashion Show 

(date to be advised)

8pm at the Community Centre
All high street brands at greatly 

reduced prices.
Tickets £3 inc glass of wine

Raising funds for
Gamlingay Rainbow Pre-school

Annual Potton Plant 
Stall

Each year Potton Show 
Committee has a plant stall on 
the Market Square in order to 
raise money towards the cost of 
the Show which will be held on 
12th September.  
This year the stall will be on 
the Square between 8.30 a.m. 
and 12.30 p.m. on the morning 
of Saturday, 16th May.  
There will be a wide range 
of plants available at very 
reasonable prices. 

Why not join us there!

Annual Barn Dance 
and Hog Roast

Saturday 4th July
in the barn at

Castle Farm, 
Station Rd

7.30 pm - 11.45 pm

dancing to “KELLY’S EYE” 
Caller  Rene Welch

Licensed  Bar
£15 per person, including supper 
Special Group Rate - Buy 9 get 
one FREE (i.e. 10 tickets for 
£135)
Children’s concessions

ADMISSION BY TICKET ONLY  
from:
Sue and David Thorne,  651 668
Andy Banham,  650 517
Brian Jones,  650 008
Philip Gorton, 650 581  

proceeds to Friends of St.Mary’s








  










 












60’s night
8pm ‘til late

The Rock Island Rebels
Saturday 13th June

Gamlingay Village College
Licensed Bar

Bring your own food
Tickets £7 each

another great night out!
contact Vic Cook GVC 01767651449

raffle for national deaf children’s society



GamlinGay 
VillaGe ColleGe 

Choir 
in the Barnardos 

concert.
It was a long day for us all, leaving 

Gamlingay just after 9.30 in the 
morning by coach, and not returning 
until midnight, all on a school day!

Mrs Gray met us at the Royal Festival 
Hall once we had disembarked in the 
sunshine of a bright spring morning, 
and we had an opportunity to stretch 
our legs and be tourists for an hour 
before the real work began. There were 
entertainers dotted along the bank of 
the Thames leading up to the London 
Eye, and once our small groups had 
finished their first packed lunch most 
dashed across to investigate the various 
live statues or watched the tumblers 
and acrobats. We also found the 
skateboarders practising underneath 
the building and spent a few minutes 
watching their tricks.

A quick warm up on the 
pavement outside (much to the 
amusement of passers by) and 
then it was time for the choir to 
assemble in the balcony seats 
to watch a number of the junior 
choirs performing before their 
own slot. This gave them all a 
feel for the competition to come. 
Each choir performed two pieces 
after a quarter of an hour’s 
practice in the rehearsal rooms 
offstage. The accompanying 
adults could enjoy a cup of tea 
whilst the choir rehearsed and 
then we saw them perform mid 
afternoon - looking very small 
but smart from our elevated 
viewpoint. As usual they were 
a credit to themselves and their 

school, and earned themselves their 
second packed lunch break where the 
composite images of us all were taken!

So, the evening concert drew closer, 
and the seating filled, but not to capacity 
as it was such a huge space. There were 
22 junior and 23 senior school entrants 
and only one finalist to be chosen from 
each category to perform in the Royal 
Albert Hall later in the year. Parents 
filed in all afternoon to swell the 
audience, but there were still spaces and 
some children had no representatives 
from their immediate families 
supporting them, as we discovered 
when the compere quizzed them!

The senior school entry from 
Tonbridge was outstanding, and we 
were unsurprised that they won their 
category, they were such a pleasure to 
listen to. The junior school entries were 
so much harder to judge, and the winner 
unclear until it was announced. The 
Colchester school that won used lots 
of hand and body movement in their 
piece which was catchy, but opinion 
was pretty divided as to their status as 
winners!  

We collected and congratulated our 
exhausted charges, thanked Mrs Gray 
for all her efforts, and escorted those 
returning by bus back to school. I heard 
many parents repeating ‘yes, you will be 
expected in school tomorrow’ and ‘yes, 
you do have a concert later this week’; 
my two were amongst them!

It was a wonderful day, an experience 
to be treasured by all involved. Well 
done to everyone connected to the 
success of the day, as all the hard work 
in preparation leading up to an event of 
this type often goes unnoticed.

The choir has also been amazingly 
successful once again in the Annual 
Bedford music festival, winning in both 
categories. If I am correet they have 
now been winners for three consecutive 
years, which is astonishing for such a 
small school. 

Images by Louise Jones



PENNY HALL
Penny Hubbard, the Warden of 
the Sheltered Housing complex in 
Avenells Way, has recently retired. 
All of us in the village who knew her, 
wish her and Brian a long and happy 
retirement.
Penny was not only known for the 
work she did in the complex, but also 
by a large number of village folk who 
attended her dinners, and especially for 
her social evenings and all the outings 
she arranged.
Her husband Brian too was a tower 
of strength, helping her in many ways 
with decorating the communal room 
for these events and also supplying the 
music at these occasions.
We wish to thank them both for 
everything they have done to make life 
so pleasant for us all.
We hope that they enjoy their 
retirement along with their families.
With many thanks from us ALL

Reflections on 
Gamlingay: 

Frank Gurney, 
part three

In the mid 1920’s, Frank recalls, 
there was a thriving business in Green 
End called Wright Brothers. This 
business started as a sawmill in the 
1900’s, as shown in the photograph, 
but by the time Frank knew it as a boy, 
it was a wheelwrights, specialising 
in making and repairing horse drawn 
carriages, carts and wagons. Frank said 
the workmanship was nothing short 
of spectacular, and the sight of these 
freshly turned out shiny painted vehicles 

has stayed with him. 
There were three brothers, George, 

Albert and Arthur, and a workforce 
consisting of George Hodge, and Chris 
Jakes as carpenters and Ralph Norman 
as a painter with Herbie Housden the 
odd job man.

The vehicles were made from scratch; 
from a hulk of timber arriving as a trunk 
slung below a four wheeled bogie, to 
the final product being driven out some 
weeks later. Frank was fascinated by 
these workshops, and was at pains to 

point out that it wasn’t possible for 
a young lad to see much beyond the 
perimeter fence, and no one dared to go 
into the yard uninvited.

He remembers the metal axles, hubs 
and chains being fashioned as well as 
the wooden spokes and their wheel 
rims. He recalled that the hub was 
notched ready for the insertion of the 
spokes, and the Spital Pit was used 
to tighten the wheels. Please see the 
photograph. Carts had two wheels. 
Wagons were high sided and used by 
farmers for corn and hay harvesting. 
They had two axles.

When his horses came off the clay 

after a day’s work, Frank used to walk 
them through the Pit to rinse off their 
hooves and fetlocks, and he used to see 
the new carts being driven through the 
Pit.

The frame, and shafts were made as 
one, sturdy and ready for a horse team 
to back into. 

For harvest, the carts were designed to 
be modified to take the additional load. 
The tail boards were removed, and then 
two ladders were inserted horizontally 
and pinned into place. This created an 

overhang over the back axle allowing 
for the additional weight. 

The saddle was designed with two 
side grooves. When the chain ran from 
the shaft end to the horses’ collars it fell 
into the grooves, thus avoiding chafing 
of the horses’ flanks.

The carts were painted, green with red 
shafts and picked out with white lining. 
Although Frank’s cart never needed 
repair, it did go back to Wrights for 
repainting.

It is hard to imagine how important 
these vehicles were to Gamlingay, as 
a centre of agriculture at this time. All 
the men working there were highly 
skilled but local. Frank was mesmerised 
by the fact that they took a tree trunk 
and turned out such a high quality 
product. It was such a big undertaking 
that the whole of the Green End space 
was dedicated to this business. Times 
changed, of course.

Wrights thrived until the hauliers 
came. Marshall and Masters from 
Station Road and Fred Tear of Potton, 
a farmer. There was a foreman in the 
farmhouse on the Potton Road as 
Fred himself lived in Potton. A large 
landowner, owning both clay and lighter 
soil, his estates extended up to Potton 

continued on page 32



Gamlingay Village College
Barnardos Concert 2009

Choir and helpers taking a break in London
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Choir and helpers taking a break in London



Hello again from the carbon Tsar. 
The emphasis this month is on cars, 
an area where big savings in pollution 
and money are possible.

A couple of facts: -

Using air conditioning in a car is better 
than driving with a window open 
because the extra drag of the open 
window increases fuel consumption 
more than the air conditioning. 

The extra fuel used to start an engine is 
only equivalent to running the engine 
in idle for a couple of minutes or so. 
Therefore it is almost always worth 
turning off the engine if you have to 
stop for any length of time.

Urban myth – ‘flying is always worse 
for the environment than driving’
The myth is in the word ‘always’. It 
depends on circumstances. Short haul 
flights work out at about 80 passenger 
miles per gallon aviation fuel (basically 
paraffin, about the same CO2 per gallon 
as diesel). This beats any realistic car 
carrying one person (including the 
Toyota Prius, see below) and many with 
2 on board. Going to a business meeting 
in, say, Newcastle is likely to be greener 
by air than by ‘executive’ car. 

Case-Study: working from home.
I have a grim journey to work. No 
public transport options so I sit in a 
metal box for the best part of two hours 
every day I go into the office. However 
modern technology means that I can 
work from home three days a week. 
What does this save? 

My journey is about 100km.  For my car 
this represents roughly 15 kg of CO2 a 
day, say 2000kg a year. I will use more 
heating at home but this is small fry in 
comparison. It also saves me about £700 
a year in fuel (and a whole lot of wasted 
time and stress). This is not possible 
for everyone, but if it is it can pay big 

dividends. 

Buses and the school run
A good way of generating pollution 
and wasting money is to drive your 
children to school instead of using the 
bus - but how much? According to my 
back of envelope, for taking children 
from Gamlingay to Biggleswade the 
figures are in the table below. I’ve used 
two random types of car for comparison 
and 1, 2 or 3 children (note the benefits 
of sharing the school run). The numbers 
are kg of CO2 per year per child.
The cost of driving, based on estimated 
costs by the AA and typical costs used 
in expenses claims, does not depend 
on the number of children. For the 
Landrover it is around £950 per year 
and for the Peugeot £750.  

Question: - A parishioner has asked 
“What is the difference in the 
amount of CO2 emitted by an electric 
car (taking into consideration the 
amount of CO2 created in generating 
the electricity) travelling a mile, 
compared to a petrol/diesel car going 
the same distance?“
Answer: - Interesting question. 
Driving an electric car should result in 
significantly less overall CO2 emissions 
than an equivalent petrol or diesel 
car but I could not find any actual 
comparisons between ‘like with like’ 
published. So I dug up some numbers 
myself. Sadly for a direct comparison 
the only case I could find was a sports 
car, the Tesla Roadster (0-60 in 3.7 
seconds, 244 miles range) which has 
been in production for a couple of 
years. It is made by Lotus and is not for 
the ‘milk float’ market. It uses about 
174 Wh electricity (plug to wheels) 
per km. With the current UK mix of 
fossil, nuclear and wind generation 
this is roughly equivalent to 140 gm of 
CO2 per mile. For comparison I used 
the Lotus Elise which is for the same 
market and shares some components 

with the Tesla. It emits 333 gm per mile, 
more than twice as much as the Tesla.

Note, pure electric cars in serious 
production are a bit thin on the ground 
but there are a growing number of 
‘hybrid’ cars on the market with a 
combination of petrol and electric 

Car (diesel) 1 child 2 children 3 children
Landrover Discovery 860 410 260
Peugeot 307 490 220 130

The Carbon

TSAR
engines (the battery is charged from 
the petrol engine so the issue of CO2 
produced in electricity generation does 
not apply). The Toyota Prius, a 5 door 
hatchback, for example produces only 
about 170 gm CO2 per mile compared to 
about 250 for diesel equivalents.

Finally, the “dangers” of low energy 
light bulbs –part 2
Following last month’s piece on low 
energy bulbs there have been some 
alarming press reports about mercury 
in these bulbs so I thought I should 
perhaps look into this.

Low energy bulbs, or compact 
fluorescent lights (CFLs), in common 
with other fluorescent lights, do contain 
a small amount of mercury which could 
be released if the bulb is broken.

The Daily Express referred to guidance 
from DEFRA that if a CFL is broken 
the room should be evacuated and 
ventilated before cleaning up the broken 
bulb into a bag. This is indeed what they 
say. However it also used the words 
‘extremely dangerous’. The DEFRA 
website uses the words ‘the very small 
amount of mercury contained in a 
single, modern CFL is most unlikely 
to cause any harm‘, not quite the same 
thing. A real concern or another tabloid 
scare story? You decide. 

Note; waste recycling sites run by 
SCDC and the tip in Biggleswade can 
take old CFLs and fluorescent tubes.

Incidentally, as regards overall mercury 
emissions, CFLs actually reduce this. 
The reason being that the electricity 
saved over the bulb’s lifetime will 
represent a bigger saving in mercury 
than the amount inside the bulb because 
fossil fuel contains mercury, released 
when it is burnt.

Some rough numbers, just for 
perspective, I’m definitely NOT saying 
any of these are dangerous: -

Mercury in a low energy light bulb 
- 4mg
Mercury in a tooth filling - 100mg
Mercury in 10kg coal - 2.7mg

Contact the Tsar via the Parish Council. 
Write to The Parish Council at The 
Almshouse Chapel, Church Street, 
Gamlingay, Sandy, Beds. SG19 3JH or 
e-mail clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk



May is the busiest time in the 
garden and all kinds of weather can be 
expected this month from hot dry days 
to cold, wet ones. Try to make some 
regular time each weekend for weeding 
and planting to stay on top of things. 
Frosts are still likely and tender crops 
like bedding plants need protecting so 
keep an eye on the weather forecast: 
have some horticultural fleece or 
newspaper on hand to quickly throw 
over plants for protection. Lawns need 
regular mowing and feeding and any 
bare patches can be seeded now and 
new lawns sown, or laid to turf. 

Hanging baskets, bedding plants and 
tender perennials like Dahlia tubers can 
be planted outside now. My favourite 
dahlias are ‘David Howard’ which 
has coppery orange flowers, ‘Bishop 
of Llandaff’ because it always looks 
sensational and ‘Murdoch’, an older 
variety that has rich red flowers that 
glow in the border. Larger varieties 
need staking and it’s far easier to stake 
these and other plants now whilst 
growth is small, rather than when they 
reach the floppy stage! Sow annual 
flower and vegetable seeds directly 
outside now, too.

A garden to visit later this month 
is The Firs, 33 Bedford Road, Sandy 
which is open for the NGS on Sunday 
31st May, 2 to 5pm. Elsewhere, the 
Malvern Spring Gardening Show runs 
from 7th to 10th May at the Three 
Counties Showground, Malvern and the 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show takes place 
from 19th to 23rd May in the grounds 
of the Royal Hospital, Chelsea. Check 
websites of both 
shows for ticket 
details: tickets for 
the RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show can 
only be bought in 
advance and are 
not available on 
the gate.

Quick jobs to do 
in the garden this month

·The middle of the month is a 
traditional time to sow French and 
runner beans outside: you can start 

these off in modules first
·Sow winter crops like broccoli, 

Brussels sprouts, savoy cabbage and 
cauliflower as these require a long 
growing season

·Continue earthing up potatoes as this 
helps to keep the tubers a good colour 
and protects the growing shoots from 
late frosts

·Successional sowings of lettuce, 
beetroot, radish, peas, broad beans and 
spinach will provide plenty of summer 
vegetables

·Plant out tomato plants towards the 
end of the month in a sunny spot or in 
an unheated greenhouse

·French beans, courgettes, sweet 
corn, runner beans and squashes can be 
planted out after frosts have passed

·Water young plants regularly
·Feed borders regularly
·Prune spring flowering shrubs after 

flowering
·Clip hedges
·Keep hoeing and pulling up weeds, 

regularly

Volunteers needed

Cambridgeshire Mencap is seeking 
volunteers to support young people with 
learning disabilities.

You could assist someone to go to 
the cinema, attend a youth club, go 
swimming, play sport, or do any 
number of fun activities. Your support 
could help develop the young person’s 
self-confidence, social skills, and level 
of independence in the community.

If you are aged between 16 and 30 and 
can spare a few hours every fortnight 
then you could do something new, or 
something you already do and enjoy, 
whilst making a BIG difference in a 
young person’s life.

Interested? Find out more by contacting 
Robert Wallace, Volunteers Support 
Coordinator, by
Phone: 01223 883140
Text: 07835101621
Email: robert@cambridgeshiremencap.
co.uk



Friendship Coffee 
Mornings

All welcome

Thursday 7th May
8 Almond Drive
Wendy

If you need a lift, 
please contact 
Gerry Brunt on 
01767 650 693

Saturday 6th June 
2009

As part of the celebration of Ely 
Diocese 900 years we will be holding 
a traditional village fete with themes 
covering the last 900 years. 

There will be more information in the 
Gazette over the next few months so 
watch this space!

If you (or your group/organisation/
club) would like to be involved 
please have a chat with the Rector or 
a Churchwarden or you can phone 
651332 and speak to Phil

Could you save a life?

Did you know that in your community 
there is a Magpas Community First 
Responder group?  The group was set 
up in 2003 and provides cover to the 
community when the volunteers are at 
home. We need some more volunteers 
within your community to enable this 
lifesaving group to continue to provide 
for the needs of the community.

What is a Community First Responder?  

A Community First Responder is a 
local volunteer living within your 
community, who has undertaken 
training in first aid, oxygen therapy 
and defibrillation, and when they are 
available respond to 999 calls within 
the community. This response provides 
initial care and treatment for the 
patient in their time of need, while the 
ambulance is on the way.

Who do the responders attend?

A Community First Responder will be 
notified of patients over the age of 8 
who are suffering from life threatening 
problems like breathing problems, chest 
pains, unconscious patients, fitting 
patients and patients suffering from 
a cardiac arrest. They can attend and 
provide lifesaving treatment until the 
ambulance arrives, and then assist the 
ambulance crew with care.

How can I get involved?

To become involved in supporting 
Magpas you can volunteer to fundraise 
for the charity, without community 
support Magpas would not be able 
to provide any of its lifesaving care 
in Cambridgeshire, or become a 
Community First Responder by 
contacting Magpas on 01480 371060.  
For more information visit www.
magpas.org.uk 

Gardening Club 
events

May 16th - Gamlingay Garden Club 
Plant Sale at Honey Hill, Gamlingay, 
by kind permission of Mrs. Eileen 
Knibbs.  Refreshments available. Lots of 
interesting plants for sale.  
There will also be a book stall selling 
secondhand books.
 
July 11th - Day Outing to Norwell 
Nurseries and Barnsdale Gardens (the late 
Geoff Hamilton’s Garden).  Not a member 
of the Club?  Don’t worry, 
we welcome guests.  
Please phone for details:  
Liz Tayler - Gamlingay 
650600.



Booklinks

On the fifth anniversary for the book group, five of 
us met on a cold March evening at The Emplins.  
With glass of wine in hand and in front of a 

roaring fire, we discovered that most of us had not particularly 
enjoyed our recent choice, ‘Hard Times’ by Charles Dickens.  
The novel is a social history of the way that the poor in the north 
of England lived through the industrial revolution, although one 
commentator has suggested that far from being a meticulously 
researched novel, Dickens only visited Lancashire once!   

The descriptions of Coketown, a Victorian industrial town where 
the story is set, were very vivid, but it was felt that the characters 
in this novel were disappointing.  The names of the characters were 
sometimes quite amusing and appropriate to the personalities.  The 
character of Mrs Sparsit is a good example and her character was 
well drawn.  However, the two main characters, Gradgrind and 
Bounderby, had a utilitarian philosophy of only giving credibility 
to facts, which resulted in them coming across as wooden.  Wicked 
characters were wholly bad and virtuous characters were wholly 

good; there was not as much complexity in the 
characterisation for this book as in some of 
Dickens’s other work.  The death in the story also 
seemed contrived.  To conclude, it was agreed that 
Dickens’s heart did not seem to be in this novel, and 
some of his other works are much better.  

We moved on to non-fiction books that are good 
to dip into; one recommendation was ‘Curry: A tale 
of Cooks and Conquerors’ by Lizzie Collingham.  It 

is more of a history book than a cook book, packed 
with little known facts and anecdotes about the 
dishes that we think we know so well.  ‘The Tulip’ 
by Anna Pavord provides a fascinating insight 
into the history of the tulip, tracing its origins in 
Turkey, explaining how they were adopted by Dutch 
growers, and how viral infections gave rise to some 
of the beautiful petal patterns.  

Several of us had read the writing of Peter Ackroyd 
and singled out his prose as being particularly good.  
‘London: the Biography ‘was considered particularly 
interesting, covering the history of all sorts of 

topics as broad ranging as childhood, war 
and immigration.  The effort of writing it 
allegedly brought on a heart attack for the 
poor author.  He has also written ‘Thames’, 
an enticing book to dip into.  The Thames 
theme reminded some of us of ‘Boogie 
up the River’ by Mark Wallington, a light 

hearted story of a man and his dog walking to the source of the 
Thames.  A couple of us had read ‘Five Hundred Mile Walkies’ by the same author, 
who walks around the Cornish coast with his dog.  These were recommended as 
holiday reading.

April reading for the meeting on May 7th: ‘The Colour’ by Rose Tremain.  Venue: 
Chevely, Park Lane.

May reading for the meeting on June 4th: ‘The Return’ by Victoria Hislop.  Venue: 
TBD

We are a friendly group and are happy to welcome new members.  We meet on the 
first Thursday of the month at 8pm.  Please feel free to come along, or if you would 
like some information please contact Chantelle on 650753.



HANDBELLS : 
‘Ivel Ringers’

Have you ever thought you might like 
to have a go?

Did you know that handbell ringers 
play ‘proper’ music – unlike tower bell 
ringers who play ‘rounds’ or ‘peals’?

We are a small, dedicated and friendly 
group who meet on Thursday evenings 
in Sandy and we would love to have a 
few new members.  It does help if you 
can read music but it is not essential.  
The most important attributes are 
a good sense of timing and rhythm 
together with the ability to focus and 
concentrate.  

Handbell ringing is challenging, fun 
and hugely satisfying – especially when 
you get it right!  If you’d like to give it 
a try call Brenda and David on 650489 
for further details.

DAFFODILS - With apologies to William Wordsworth.

I wondered, sadly, and out loud 
What makes somebody do such ills, 
To hide in groups, or in a crowd 
And snap the golden daffodils? 
Beside the path, beneath the trees 
No more to flutter in the breeze.
Continuous is the cowardly crime 
Destroying things along the way, 
These vandals stretch in thoughtless line 
Along the streets of Gamlingay. 
Dozens of daffodils, at a glance,  
Torn from their beds and thrown askance.
Depraved, these youngsters, are bereft, 
Caring not the trail they’ve left. 
A poet could not but dismay 
In such destructive company. 
I gazed, alarmed, and deep in thought 
What gloom the show to me had brought.
For often, I could eas’ly cry 
In deep or sensitive of mood, 
Remembering, with inward eye 
How could behaviour be so crude? 
And then my heart with sadness fills 
And mourns the damaged daffodils.  Gill Spaul  02.04.2009



WHAT IS STRESS?

In the 21st century, more and more people develop health problems by carrying stress without any outlet 
for release.  In this piece, Karen Bull explains how we succumb to stress, the problems stress can cause to 
our health, and simple remedies to relieve the condition and our health.

What is stress?  It’s an easy enough question.  We know what it feels like and we know how it makes us 
feel….but what is it?  Thousands of years ago, caveman experienced stress in a different way.  His stress 
came in the shape of a sabre toothed tiger and his choices were simple -  run or fight.  Either choice for 
caveman gave him the opportunity to burn off the adrenalin that had begun to course around his body.  This 
was survival.  This ‘flight or fight’ situation still occurs today in modern man’s life style.  

Often in a stressful situation we become angry or upset and feel like hitting out at whatever object has 
stressed us out.  But we don’t.  Sometimes we want to run away as far as possible.  But we don’t.  Instead 
we have to calm down, allow the frustration to pass and move on, which is good - we can’t go around 
knocking everyone’s block off every time we’re upset, and we can’t run away.  We don’t have caveman’s 
choices to fight or run away - we just have to cope.  And that, in a nut shell, is stress!
 
If we allow stress to continue building up it will begin to affect our health;  headaches, migraines, 
insomnia, backache, high blood pressure and heart attacks are just a few symptoms of stress.   How we deal 
with stress is our choice, and fortunately for modern man there are some good choices.  An alternative to 
caveman’s running away would be exercise, not everyone’s cup of tea maybe - but it does work.  Exercise 
rids the body of negative energies that have been building up during the day.   Even going for a brisk walk 
will help not only to keep you fit but to dispel any negative emotions.   There are many forms of exercise; 
yoga, pilates or tai chi, for example, all are calming and very good for you.  Others may prefer a more 
tactile form of stress relief, like sport and a hard game of rugby or football would provide a great deal of 
stress relief - flight and fight all rolled into one!  

Whatever feels good for you, do it, but don’t do nothing because stress doesn’t just go away, it just gets 
louder and louder and in the long term can lead to fatal health conditions.

Another way to deal with stress, which is less rigorous for those who do not like sport, is massage.  
Massage provides relaxation and enables the body to unwind in an otherwise hectic schedule, so the 
body is relaxed and pampered.  In my newly fitted out treatment room in Gamlingay I offer various stress 
relieving and relaxing treatments including aromatherapy, Indian head, 
hot stones and reflexology to name a few.  All these treatments are 
specifically designed to help get rid of stress and to help you cope. 

Karen Bull is a fully trained therapist practicing in Gamlingay in 
private rooms.  For advice, or an appointment, call Karen on 01767 
651995.  

Ambience
Holistic & Natural Therapies
Offering a wide range of treatments
in a warm and relaxing atmosphere 

-oOo-

Hydrotherm Massage
Indian Head

Swedish
Hot Stones
Reflexology

Aromatherapy
Hopi Ear Candles

Stress Buster Massage
Reiki
-oOo-

Gift Vouchers Available
Call Karen for an appointment on

 01767 651995
17 Plane Tree Close, Gamlingay, SG19 3NE



by clerks Leanne 
Bacon and Kirstin 

Rayner

Summary of meeting 10th March 2009–full minutes, once approved, are available to view at the Parish Council office or on the 
new website www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk

Items discussed;-
Community Halls – Redevelopment of the existing Community Centre into Gamlingay Eco Hub - Report by Hub facilitator and 
scheme architect.  All parish council hall users have been consulted about the design, there has been publicity in the Gazette and 
the Biggleswade Chronicle.  Parish Council will need to make a decision by September on what the scope of works are to be 
– just phase 1 or phases 1&2.  Computer generated images of the proposed new building were shown.  Councillors comments 
included the need for additional covered parking for prams, more spaces in the car park, requirement for larger main kitchen and 
security issues.  Funding issues were discussed, particularly considering the implications for the WI hall / Methodist chapel if 
full project funding is gained.  The Chairman reminded councillors of the detail in the  agreed business plan which assumes the 
closure of one of the other parish council run halls in the village.
The community Centre AGM was held on the 2nd March.  There is a vacancy for a treasurer.

Village maintenance/Highways issues
New teak bench kindly donated in memory of Bob Smethurst has been installed outside the Post Office on Cinques Rd.
Handyman to clean moss off village sign.
Appointed an architect to make a planning application to widen and resurface the paths in St Marys churchyard.
Agreed to appoint a specialist to quote for a feasibility study on redressing/drainage of the recreation field.  Possibility that this 
fee will be refunded by the Football Foundation – grant being applied for.

Planning Applications
Withdrawal of Green End Industrial Estate planning application noted.  Station Road – agreed that solicitor should progress with 
draft section 106 agreement.

Other
New committee structure considered – to consist of 3 committees Planning, Finance and General Purposes and Consultation.  
Will be decided at future meeting.
Annual Parish Meeting 28th April. List of speakers to include Police, representatives of clubs for the elderly, County and District 
councillors, district nurses and MAGPAS.
Request for bench to be moved from under trees to edge of cremated remains garden – cemetery working party to investigate.
Stone pressure testing  - advise from the Ministry of Justice on managing safety of burial ground memorials given to cemetery 
working party – testing of memorials to be added to quarterly risk assessment.
Agreement to appoint part time caretaker for WI/Methodist Chapel on service contract basis.

To contact your local parish councillor please either –
Write to the clerks (Leanne Bacon/Kirstin Rayner) at The Sir John Jacobs Almshouse Chapel, Church St, Gamlingay, SG19 3LG.
Telephone us on 01767 650310 
E –mail the clerks at gamlingaypc@lineone.net
Or e-mail your councillors as below-
ctomsettgpc@tiscali.co.uk  (Chairman)
roundgpc@tiscali.co.uk
nbrucegpc@tiscali.co.uk
mgilesgpc@tiscali.co.uk
rstarksfieldgpc@tiscali.co.uk
mhallidaygpc@tiscali.co.uk
pwrightgpc@tiscali.co.uk
ntelfordreedgpc@tiscali.co.uk
cemerygpc@tiscali.co.uk
sgroomgpc@tiscali.co.uk
jcolebrookgpc@tiscali.co.uk
jwrightgpc@tiscali.co.uk



Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on District and County 

Council issues
by Sebastian Kindersley

continued on page 20

The Hub

LATEST ON THE COMMUNITY 
CENTRE REDEVELOPMENT

The Hub group has been working 
hard with the Architect, Dan Jones to 
include your comments that you kindly 
contributed from last months Gazette. 
Comments were also recently collected 
from the existing users, and users of 
other Parish Council halls in the village. 

Final amendments are now being 
undertaken, and hopefully, by the time 
you read this, the Planning Application 
will have been made to South 
Cambridgeshire District Council’s 
Planning Department.

Design team meetings for the main 
consultants have now begun, and 
the timetable/ programme has been 
confirmed, subject to funding.

The Community Centre will be 
available for bookings until 1st January 
2010, when the hall will be closed and 
the site will pass to the builder.

The works programme is likely to last 
approximately 4 months, and the hall 
should reopen in April 2010.

We are investigating funding options 
with the Football Foundation, who 
may be willing, not only to fund the 
new changing rooms, and new referee 
changing room, but also the redressing 
the surface of the pitches so that the 
facility will be completely refurbished 
for Gamlingay Football Club.

The Parish Council will have to make 
a decision whether the first and second 
phases of the project are completed 
simultaneously, or just phase one of the 
project goes forward in January 2010. 
This will be dependent upon external 
funding availability.

More details to follow next month!

For comments and further information, 
please contact Mrs B Smith, Project 
Facilitator, C/O Gamlingay Parish 
Council- Tel (01767) 650310.

If you have any questions about 
these - or indeed any other - matters, 
please do not hesitate to contact me 
– Sebastian Kindersley on 651982 
or cllr.kindersley@scambs.gov.uk or 
write to the Manor Barn, East Hatley, 
SG19 3JA. Bridget Smith is on 
650510 or bridget@glockling.com.

Cambridgeshire Wildlife Trust:

We’re delighted that South Cambs has 
awarded a grant to the Cambridgeshire 
Wildlife Trust. The sum of £3,148 
is to be provided to facilitate the 
management of five Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI) woodlands 
(Buff Wood near Hatley, Gamlingay 
Wood, Gransden & Waresley Woods, 
Hardwick Wood and Hayley Wood near 
Little Gransden) by volunteers. All of 
the woodlands are nature reserves with 
important ancient woodland species. 
The grant supports a larger bid of 
£20,567 by the Trust to RWE NPower.

Housing in South Cambridgeshire

In response to the housing 
shortfall identified last year, South 
Cambridgeshire DC has tested 35 
separate development sites in order to 
meet the 1120 house requirement.  They 
have now decided to send forward to the 
Secretary of State 4 sites all of which 
are close to or within the Cambridge 
fringe and avoids further large 
development in the villages.  They are 
220 houses at Orchard Park, 630 (919 
eventually) houses on the land between 
Huntingdon Rd, Histon Rd and the 
A14, 18 houses in Great Shelford and 
215 (275 eventually) houses on the Ida 
Darwin Hospital site at Fulbourn.

Housing Futures

All tenants will now have received the 
final consultation document and another 
DVD.  Every household will be visited 
if not already for three reasons:-

·to ensure that tenants have all 
received their final consultation 
document and DVD (though not a DVD 
player if they don’t have one!).

·to answer any questions tenants might 

have and point them in the direction of 
further advice should they need it.

·To encourage tenants to vote should 
council go to a tenants ballot.

For further information phone the 
Housing Futures Support Team 01954 
713369/ 01954 713404

South Cambridgeshire Scrutiny & 
Overview Committee

The Scrutiny Committee is coming to 
GamlingayApril 2009. Members of the 
public are encouraged to attend either to 
participate (questions can be submitted 
prior to the meeting), or just to see what 
happens. I shall forward the agenda 
when I have it and would encourage 
Parish Councils to send a representative 
and use this as an opportunity to ask any 
difficult questions you might have about 
the workings of your District Council.

Speed Checks

As regular readers will know the 
Gamlingay Police Panel (which 
incidentally anyone and everyone 
belongs to – just turn up!) has always 
pressed the Police hard to conduct 
speed checks in problem speeding areas. 
Speed checks have been conducted 
recently in Hatley, Longstowe and 
Gamlingay to name but a few and 
these are in addition to major Police 
crackdown operations whereby all 
motorists at a certain point in a Parish 
are checked out. The next operation will 
be in Gamlingay and Melbourn on April 
6th   The last operation was on March 
4th in Bassingbourn, Melbourn and 
Gamlingay where officers spent the day 
patrolling the roads. Some results from 
that include: 
  
* 19 Fixed Penalty Notices for using a 
mobile phone. 
* One Fixed Penalty Notice for 
defective tyres. 
* 37 Fixed Penalty Notices for no 
seatbelt. 
* Three Fixed Penalty Notices for no 
tax. 
*Three Fixed Penalty Notices for no 
MOT. 
* Three Fixed Penalty Notices for no 
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insurance. 
* Four Fixed Penalty Notices for 
speeding. 
* Three vehicles seized for no 
insurance. 
* One person arrested on suspicion of 
driving whilst disqualified.

Burglary in South Cambs

The South Cambs Crime and Disorder 
Reduction Partnership is focusing 
on reducing burglary at the moment.  
Recent crime statistics show that 
burglary has increased across the county 
including in South Cambridgeshire. 
The Police have recently made some 
key arrests relating to burglary across 
the District but residents are reminded 
to to leave windows open when they 
leave the house in the warmer months.  
Many burglaries are opportunistic, 
and the offender does not have to use 
force - they get in through an open door 
/window or insecure point of entry.  
Even a small gap of 23-28cms (the size 
of a human head) is large enough for a 
burglar to make entry. There is helpful 
crime prevention advice at http://www.
cambs.police.uk/crimeprevention/
advice .  

Police Co-operation

There have been rumours that there 
is not a lot of co-operation between 
Bedfordshire and Cambridgeshire 
Police Forces recently. This is an 
important matter to get right for 
Gamlingay so I have asked both Chief 
Constables for their views. I’m happy 
to report that they have both responded 
saying they want their forces to work 
very closely together to our mutual 
benefit so I hope they do.

Cambridgeshire Constabulary signed 
up to the National Policing Pledge 
just after Christmas. You are probably 
aware that this covers the way citizens 
are treated, access to police services, 
info about local Policing teams, public 
meetings, answering 999 and other 
calls, etc. There is some confusion about 
what actually constitutes meeting the 
various pledge aspects, e.g. does putting 
something on a website constitute a 
good enough access for everyone? The 
local crime maps have been added to 
the Force website, so you can see crime 
levels for different crime types in your 

neighbourhood. Whether that helps 
anyone or not is another matter but 
makes comparisons interesting.

The new number for reporting non-
urgent matters to the Police will be live 
from June 1st. 

0345 4564564 will eventually replace 
0845 4564564 although this will 
continue to work for 2 more years.

Roads….

I have made a Freedom of Information 
request from the County Council asking 
how much money has been spent on 
repairing Cinques Road since 2000. I’ll 
report back when I have a response but 
I’m hoping it will focus the County’s 
mind on actually doing a proper rebuild 
of the road. Other places where we have 
reported holes etc. include Everton 
Road the Heath and Hatley Road by the 
New Road junction.

Due to the problems caused by the 
national rationing system of rocksalt 
during the recent freezing weather 
Cambridgeshire has asked that a 
National review includes looking at 
better ways of making sure cycleways/
footways can be gritted. It is outrageous 
that residents – especially in sheltered 
housing such as Avenalls and Blythe 
Way – were effectively trapped in their 
homes for 5+ days. 

Gritters were out more than 70 times 
since October, a record number, at a 
cost of around £1.3 million. In a 15 
day period during the recent cold snap, 
drivers were out 21 times, spreading 
over 4,000 tonnes of rocksalt. None of it 
went on to pavements.

School Admissions
  

The County Council is asking for 
volunteers to hear appeals against 
school admissions decisions.  
Every year, a number of pupils fail 
to secure a place at the school of 
their choice because that school is 
oversubscribed. Parents can appeal 
against such decisions, and these 
appeals are heard by independent 
appeals panels. The County is seeking 
to recruit people to sit on these panels, 
which are independent of the County 
Council and the school governing 
bodies. Volunteers must be able 
to listen to two sides of a case and 
weigh up evidence objectively and 
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impartially. 
  
The work is voluntary, but travelling 
expenses will be paid and training will 
be provided. The time commitment is 
generally a minimum of five working 
days each year. Volunteers can be on 
the governing body of an unconnected 
school but must not be involved in the 
management or provision of education 
in any school.  Telephone Michelle 
Rowe on 01223 699180, e-mail 
michelle.rowe@cambridgeshire.gov.
uk or write to: RES 1102, Shire Hall, 
Cambridge CB3 0AP.

In Cambridgeshire, 6572 
children are due to transfer 
from primary to secondary 
school in September 2009.  74% 
of the applications received for 
secondary school places for the 
September 2009 entry were made 
online.  We were able to allocate 
places, and meet parental preferences 
as follows: First preferences - 90.12% 
Second and third preferences - 3.82%

Litter

Thanks to those Hatley residents who 
litterpicked the verges on Sunday 29th 
March – it made a huge difference. I 
have asked South Cambs to urgently 
complete the section from Holbein’s 
Farm down to Croydon as this is too 
dangerous for residents to do. Likewise 
the A603 from Eversden to Wimpole 
has been done by South Cambs and 
does look better.  If there are other parts 
of the road network you think need to 
be done before the verges are mown 
please contact us urgently.

NATS

Both Lt Gransden and Hatley Parish 
Councils have asked us formally to start 
badgering NATS about the proposed 
stacking consultation later in the year. 
They particularly want to ensure that 
local voices get the opportunity to 
influence the various options that might 
be consulted on. South Cambs are 
progressing this now. 

Hold a Fish and Chip 
Supper in aid of Spinal 

Injuries Association.
Great British Fish and Chip 

Supper – Friday 15th May 2009.

Get together with friends, family and 
colleagues and support Spinal Injuries 
Association by holding your own fish 
and chip supper.

You can hold your fish and chip 
supper in your home, at work or even in 
your local community. SIA will provide 
you with a fundraising pack containing 
fundraising information, invitations 
and donation envelopes. By inviting 
7 friends and asking them to make a 
donation of £5.00 means you will raise 
at least £35.00 from your supper but we 
will also give you additional fundraising 
ideas to raise even more.

In 2009 SIA will celebrate its 35th 
Anniversary and being that Friday 
15th May 2009 is Spinal Cord Injury 
awareness day what a better way to 
raise funds than eating Fish and Chips 
and raising money for SIA.

The money raised from the suppers 
will help the Spinal Injuries Association 
offer support to individuals who become 
paralysed and their families, from the 
moment a spinal injury occurs, and 
for the rest of their lives by providing 
services and publications which enable 
and encourage paralysed people to lead 

Wales Bingo Group
This friendly and growing group meets 
every month on a Saturday, 7-10pm in 
the WI hall to play bingo, have a raffle 
and generally socialise.  New members 
are always welcome – contact Janet 
Duffin on 01767 650967 or just turn up 
on the night!

Money raised by the raffle is donated 
to Charity each year.  Last year the Air 
Ambulance service and our dedicated 
district nurses led by Frances Marlow 
were worthy beneficiaries.  The raffle 
is  always well supported and there 
are extra special raffles at Easter and 
Christmas!  If anybody has anything 
they would like to donate to the raffle, 
this would be gratefully received 
– please contact Janet as above, or bring 
something on the night.

continued on page 22
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independent lives.
Every year in the UK over 1,000 

people experience a spinal cord injury 
and there are an estimated 40,000 spinal 
cord injured people in the UK alone. 

Elizabeth Wright, says, “The Fish and 
Chip Supper is a wonderful opportunity 
for a great evening with friends and 
family. We are also encouraging people 
who work to hold a Fish and Chip 
Lunch in their work places to raise even 
more funds. You may even be a local 
community group wanting to run a 
supper with your group.

2009 is the first year that SIA are 
running the suppers but we already 
envisage this to be one of our top 
fundraising initiatives in the SIA 
calendar over the coming years. Be a 
part of something special and make 
a real difference helping spinal cord 
injured people gain access to the 
information and support they need to 
enable them to live full and independent 
lives.”

For more information or to request a 
fundraising pack please call the Spinal 
Injuries Association on 0845 678 6633 
xtn 229 or email fishandchips@spinal.
co.uk or visit www.spinal.co.uk

Gamlingay Show 
2009

Did you read the show schedule in last 
month’s Gazette? 
Have you chosen what to make and 
bake or plant and grow?
There are lots of things to choose from 
in the 66 adult and 36 children’s classes 
covering a wide variety of skills and 
talents which we know you have in 
abundance. 
So don’t be shy – if you’ve never 
entered any of the classes before, then 
give it a go this year! It only costs 30p 
per entry and, you never know, you 
might win!
We still need your help to make the 
show a successful and enjoyable event 
so if you feel able to help in any way, 
please contact us at gamlingay_show@
yahoo.co.uk.
We look forward to hearing from you.
Best wishes from The Gamlingay Show 
Committee



NEWS FROM SUNSHINE PRE-SCHOOL

OUR CHILDREN ARE HAVING A 
BUSY TERM!

Our topic this term is based on ‘People 
in the Community’ and this has included 
a visit to the Fire Station to see what 
our local fire-fighters do, a trip to the 
Post Office to post a letter, a visit from 
Derek, our favourite baker, who showed 
us how to make bread plus a talk from a 
friendly policeman!
    
The weather has given us the 
opportunity to spend a great deal more 
time in our safe and secure garden 
which underwent some work last year. 
We now have a fantastic paved area 
which means children can whizz around 
on bikes to their heart’s content while 
others play on the grass, on the slides, in 
the playhouse or in the sand pit. 

SUCCESSFUL FUNDRAISING!

Two very successful fundraising 
events took place last term – one for 
the children and one for the adults! 
A Children’s Valentine’s Disco was 
organised and all the children had a 
fantastic time! For the adults it was 
time to relax and taste some carefully 
selected wines and cheeses! It was 
a great night and everyone left with 
smiles on their faces! We’d like to thank 
everyone involved in organising these 
events.

WELCOME NEW CHILDREN!

If your child is approaching pre-school 
age then we would love to meet you. 
Children are welcome from 2½ years 
during our morning sessions. We are 
open Monday-Friday, 9.00am until 
12 noon. A lunch club operates on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
offering children the chance to stay for 
an extra hour. If you would like more 
information or a prospectus please 
telephone 07703 770676. Alternatively 
you can email sunshine-gamlingay@
tiscali.co.uk. You are welcome to visit 
for a ‘taster’ session at any time. Take 
a look at our website: www.sunshine-
gamlingay.ik.org - it will give you an 
idea of what happens at our friendly and 
welcoming pre-school. We look forward 
to seeing you soon! 



CAN WE HELP 
YOU?

Forward Gamlingay! has sometimes 
been accused of being too youth 
oriented, and it’s true that many of the 
projects we have been working on over 
the years were originally created to try 
and address a lack of facilities for young 
people in Gamlingay, eg, the Skate 
Park, Youth Pavilion, MUGA, Youth 
Café, Record Label.

At our last meeting we reflected that 
these projects were either completed 
or well under way and that we hadn’t 
taken on anything new for some time.  
So being suckers for punishment (!) 
we resolved that we could and should 
be open to looking at new projects, 
particularly those that would benefit a 
wider age group or specific interest.

So here is the question – do you have 
an idea to benefit the village that needs 
help getting off the ground?  Are you 
struggling to raise money for something 
and need support getting grants?  Do 
you wish there was a facility for you but 
have no idea how to make it happen?  
Do you represent an elderly, disabled or 
special interest group that has felt for 
some time that there is nothing to cater 
for them in Gamlingay? 

We are not miracle workers (far from 
it!) but we have learned a thing or 
two about how to raise money and get 
like minded people together to create 
and run volunteer groups.  We are a 
registered charity and have made some 
very useful contacts along the way 
that have helped us achieve our goals 
either through expert help and advice 
or pointing us in the right direction for 
funding streams.

So why not bounce your ideas off 
us and see if it could be something we 
could take on?  If we can’t help, we 
will tell you, but if we think we can, we 
will invite you to come and join us at a 
meeting, share a cup of tea or a glass of 
wine, and talk it through.

If you would like to have a chat with 
us, contact Sarah Groom on 01767 
651080 or sarahgroom@rescue.co.uk 
and we’ll take it from there.

Can You Help 
WithTheYouthCafé?

We urgently need volunteers to come 
and help in the Gamlingay Youth Café

 - can you spare some time?

The café is held at the WI Hall, 
Waresley Road from 4.15 to 5.30pm 
every Monday and Thursday during 
term time.  It is open to schoolchildren 
around the ages of 9 – 14 and is a 
friendly, lively place for children to 
come after school and have a snack 
and a drink, talk to their friends and 
play table tennis, snooker or computer 
games.

Volunteers would be assisting the Youth 
Café Manager and would need to agree 
to be CRB checked (as do all volunteers 
working with young people).

So if you can spare a couple of hours 
once or twice a week, or once a 
fortnight or even once a month, and you 
think this sounds like fun, please contact 
Lucy Rands on 651 915.  

Community Centre 
Treasurer needed

Following the AGM, there is a vacancy 
for a treasurer at the Community 

Centre.

If you are interested in this position, 
please contact the clerks at the Parish 

Council for details: 650 310

Thank you



New Telephone Contact Numbers for Cambridge County Council

Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult’s Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221

General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0345 045 5206
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361





42nd OXFAM 
WALK 

 
Come and join the Oxfam Walk by 
taking part on Sunday 17 May 2009, 
starting and finishing at Chilford Hall, 
near Cambridge. 
 
Enjoy a refreshing day walking in the 
Cambridgeshire countryside with your 
family and friends while raising money 
for Oxfam’s Emergencies Fund. There 
are a variety of routes on offer. Choose 
between 4, 8, 12, 16 and 22 miles or a 
marathon route of 26 miles. 
 
For a registration form, please phone 
0300 200 1244, email events@oxfam.
org.uk or visit www.oxfam.org.uk/get_
involved/fundraise/walk.  

42nd OXFAM WALK (full version)

Oxfam is looking for people to take part 
in the annual Oxfam Walk setting out 
from Chilford Hall near Cambridge on 
17 May 2009. Its aim is to raise funds 
for Oxfam’s Emergencies Fund whilst 
offering participants a great day out.
 
The Emergencies Fund has enabled 
Oxfam to respond in a timely way 

to many disasters affecting some of 
the world’s poorest countries. Recent 
examples include drought and food 
shortages in Kenya, the humanitarian 
crisis in Gaza following the Israeli 
offensive there, cholera and hunger 
in Zimbabwe, people made homeless 
following the upsurge of fighting in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo and 
the huge ongoing humanitarian crisis 
in Darfur and East Chad  to name but a 
few. 

Just £50 raised by you can make a real 
difference – in fact it’s enough to pay 
for a hygienic toilet, vital for preventing 
the spread of disease in an emergency.

All routes begin and end at Chilford 
Hall and all will be well signed and 
marshalled. All will have checkpoints 
providing refreshments. You can choose 
a length of walk that suits you – either 
4, 8, 12, 16 and 22 miles or a marathon 
route of 26 miles and raise your fitness 
level whilst raising funds.  Stagecoach 
will be providing a free return bus 
service to the start from Cambridge.

This year we are hoping to raise 
£50,000. Please help us maintain the 
tradition of Cambridge helping Oxfam.

For registration forms or further 
information, visit www.oxfam.org.
uk/get_involved/fundraise/walk,
email events@oxfam.org.uk  or phone 
0300 200 1244. 



WHAT’S ON IN MAY

Booklinks First Thursday of the month Contact: Chantelle 650 753

Thursday, 7th May The Colour by Rose Tremain at Chevely, Park Lane

Thursday, 4th June The Return by Victoria Hislop

History Society Meets in the Resource Centre at the Village College at 7.30pm on 
the second Monday of each month. 

Monday 11th May ‘History using digital computers’, Mike Petty.

Monday, 8th June Hasells Hall and Pym family with Barry Groom

Mucky Pups

Tuesday mornings Messy play for under 5’s. 9.30 to 11.30am Church Hall £2.

Over 50’s walks

Thursday May 28th, Wednesday 
24th June, Thursday 23rd July.

9.30 start from Community Centre Car park. New members 
welcome. Contact Lindsay Bygraves in Mill Street for further details.

Potton and Gamlingay Health 
Walks

Every Thursday 10.00 am start. Ring Pat on 01767 650132 for details. These walks 
are led by two trained health walkers.

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New 
members most welcome. tel: 651 025 

Friday, 1st May Topics and tips

Friday, 8th May 7.30pm trophy presentation and AGM, closing date for image of the 
year entries

WI new agenda awaited

Wildlife Trust

Monday 4th May Spring flowers: a guided activity trail in Hardwick wood. Please book.

Tuesday 26th May Waresley and Gransden Woods, beetle mania, half term family 
activity event 2 to 4pm.

Gardening Club

Sunday, 10th May Plant and book sale at Honey Hill, by kind permission of Eileen 
Knibbs.

Wednesday, 6th May Malcolm Brownswood, butterflies and wild orchids

Saturday, 11th July Day outing to Norwell nurseries and Barnsdale Gardens. Guests 
welcome Call Liz Taylor 650 600 for details



WHAT’S ON IN MAY

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, 
refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, WI Hall.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting., WI Hall.

Hatley Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 651982.

3rd Tuesday of alternate months.
Tuesday, 19th May

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. All welcome. We 
meet every other month and further information can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or noticeboards.

The Gazette

Monday, 4th May Copy deadline for June

Monday, 1st June Copy deadline for July/August double edition

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Goodwin on 654 830 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month

Guild of St Mary

Monday, 18th May ‘Drugs’ by Jan Cooper

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff 
Bruerton on 650748.

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown 01767 650978.

1st and 3rd Monday of month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

Social Club All events starting at 8.30 pm. New members welcome.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.
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News from 
The Lodge 

Nature Reserve
by Peter Bradley

I’ve said it before: 
May is simply the best time of year to 
visit The Lodge. Everywhere, there are 
fresh green leaves, flowers in bloom 
along the edges of paths, birds singing 
and feeding their chicks, and there’s a 
fair chance of coming across some of 
our heathland specialities.
May is the main season for natterjack 
toads to breed. Having been tucked 
away for the colder months in burrows 
under the heath, natterjacks are now 
very actively hunting for insects during 
the warmer nights, and you might hear 
them ‘singing’ by the ponds (they sound 
like choruses of grasshoppers). The best 
nights to encounter them are still and 
humid – but if you do wander around 
the reserve after dark, please take care 
and remember that the car park is 
locked at 9pm.
Woodlarks have returned to The Lodge 
again. The last time we had them was 
two years ago – one sang on the new 
heath for a couple of weeks. This year, 
we had one singing on 1st April, early 
in the morning. It’s a beautiful song 
– described in the books as a ‘toolooeet’ 
– if you imagine a more melodious, see-
sawing sort of skylark song, then you 
have it. They would have been common 
here before the conifers were planted. It 
hasn’t escaped us that this year’s record 
was on 1st April – but we really don’t 
believe anyone could have been out 
there, hiding behind a bush, playing a cd 
of bird sounds on a cd-player!
In the last few weeks Lafarge 
Aggregates have been busy shaping part 
of the worked-out sand quarry, so that 
when they hand it over to us to manage 
it is ideal for wildlife, and looks good 
too. We visited it with their foreman, to 
decide how the quarried faces should 
be modified. If you haven’t visited, it is 
well worth walking around the footpath 
that leads from the mast; it follows the 
top edge of the excavation, and offers 
an amazing view across the ‘chasm’. 
There’s broom and heather and gorse, 
sheep grazing the green slopes, and 
plenty of bushes for birds to sing and 
chatter from. We regularly see kestrels, 
little owls and buzzards there, and there 
have been some recent sightings of a 
lone red kite.
The Lodge reserve is open every day of 

the week, from dawn to dusk, and there 
are plenty of organised events: just ring 
to book. Entry is included in the car-
parking fee - £4 a car for non-members, 
free if you are members or just visiting 
the shop. The shop (01767 680541) is 
open every day and has everything for 
people who love nature. 
Some events over the next few weeks:  
National Dawn Chorus Day Walk. 
Sunday 3rd May, start time to be 
advised on booking (but it’s early)! 
Experience the magic of an English 
woodland at dawn, followed by a bacon 
roll and a hot drink. Please book early 
and pay in advance.
Quarry Wander. A guided walk around 
the sand quarry, to see how we are 
shaping the future of this valuable 
habitat. Sunday 17th May, 11am. 
Arrangements explained when you 
book.
Birds for beginners, Sunday 24th May, 
10am – 12 noon. An informal and 
relaxing stroll in the woods, identifying 
woodland birds by sight and sound.

Gamlingay Baptist 
Church, A short History 

Part Three
The 20th Century

As we move from the 19th into the 
20thC, we find that with the ‘stigma’ 
of dissent having been removed, the 
Established and Non-Conformist 
Churches generally co-existed more 
happily. The rationalism which was the 
mainspring of the Enlightenment had 
already begun to influence theologians 
and church leaders, leading to more 
liberal views of the teaching of the 
Bible. The ever broadening revelations 
of science were absorbed by many 
- including the ideas of Charles Darwin. 
In the early years of the 20thC William 
Booth wrote these prophetic words: 
“The chief danger of the twentieth 
century will be: Religion without 
the Holy Spirit, Christianity without 
Christ, forgiveness without repentance, 
salvation without regeneration, and 
Heaven without Hell”. So it proved, that 
by the end of the 20thC, the concept 
of absolute truth was to give way to 
the post-modem. New Age thinking of 
truth as a personal and relative matter 
- what is right for me may not be right 
for you. This was widely reflected in 
the churches, as a broadening range 
of beliefs and practices became more 

acceptable. Churches became more 
concerned with social matters and the 
real spiritual condition of its members 
became of less concern. This is 
evidenced by the change in character of 
the records in the later Church Books 
at Gamlingay. The moral and spiritual 
character of individuals expressed in 
church discipline and a regular topic 
in the earlier records of the formative 
years, practically disappears from view   

One common theme throughout the 
20thC record is buildings. The Chapel 
building itself together with the others 
we have met during our brief survey of 
the previous 200 years were beginning 
to age and money was needed for 
renovation and modernisation works. 
The setting up of Renovation Funds 
and Appeals recurs again and again. 
The problem was to be compounded, 
unwittingly, by the acquisition in 
1904 of a new Manse - not so much 
an acquisition as a gift. In October of 
1902 a ‘respected deacon’ and former 
Treasurer, Mr George Plowman, died 
and his family generously offered to 
build a new Manse in his memory 
- an offer which was unanimously 
accepted by the members! Thus the 
church acquired yet another property. 
It’s portfolio now comprised The Old 
Manse, Hope Cottage, 53 and 55 Mill 
Street and now the new Manse plus, of 
course, the Chapel itself and the British 
School- the greater part of the ‘real 
estate’ lying between Mill Street and 
Honey Hill! 

The first four were occupied by 
various tenants and the British School/
Church Hall was occasionally let out - 
all of which produced useful income for 
the church. In Part I we saw that some 
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such income, from Thomas Handley’s 
property, was to provide for the needs of 
the minister. Then in 1906, the minister 
of the day, Rev Walter Guy, arranged 
that the two Manses, Hope Cottage and 
the British School be incorporated into 
an independent trust ‘For benefit of 
Minister of Church worshipping at Old 
Baptist Meeting House’, thus effectively 
‘ring-fencing’ income from these 
sources exclusively for the minister. The 
providential significance of this action 
has only become apparent 100 years 
later, as we have moved into the 21stC.   

Creature comforts did not rank highly 
amongst the priorities of our 18th and 
19thC forbears. The British School did 
have a single fireplace, but solely for 
the benefit of the teacher! So too did 
the Vestry but the Chapel, it seems, 
remained unheated until well into the 
20thC. Artificial lighting was restricted 
to candles and oil lamps, which meant 
restricted ‘opening hours’ during the 

Winter months. Earlier histories of the 
church tell us that ‘gas lighting’ was 
installed in 1904 - a statement which 
conjures up romantic images of late 

Victorian and 
Edwardian gas-
lamps, burning 
‘town gas’ or 
‘coal-gas’. But this 
neither was nor 
could be so, for 
the simple reason 
that town-gas was 
never piped into 
rural backwaters 
like Gamlingay!. 
The gas referred 
to is acetylene, 
which in a suitable 
burner gives a 
highly luminous 
white flame. It is 
readily produced 

by mixing calcium carbide and water 
and the church accounts show regular 
purchases of carbide for years to come. 
In fact acetylene lamps were used not 
only for lighting buildings, including 
houses, but as cycle lamps and as 
headlamps on coaches and early motor 
cars! The pulpit lamps can be seen in 
the accompanying old photograph. 
They would not, however, commend 
themselves to our 21stC Health and 
Safety watchdogs! 

Heating came later - first a coal-fired 
boiler, then oil and when this failed, the 
present electric heating system. Electric 
lighting arrived in the mid 1930’s.   

One curious gap in the 20thC records 
is any reference to either of the World 
Wars, other than the removal of the 
iron railings as part of the WW2 
effort. There is mention of post-WW2 
austerity in the form of an application 
for an allocation of the then rationed 
coal during the severe winter of 1947. 
However, from other sources we leam 

that the British School was 
taken over by the Education 
Authority, when it was used 
first by Holloway School and 
then by the Brompton Oratory 
Roman Catholic School - both, 
of course evacuated from 
London. It seems that during 
the second period, two Roman 
Catholic nuns were billeted 
at the Manse with the Baptist 
Minister!.   

In 1966 the Chapel roof 
was restored. Towards the end 

of this work a freak local whirlwind 
severely damaged the Manse roof and 
the scaffolding was moved directly 
from the Chapel to the Manse and 
repairs completed. More serious was the 
subsidence which threatened the North 
wall of the Chapel in the closing years 
of the century. This resulted in a costly 
underpinning operation and the addition 
of the buttresses visible on the North 
wall today.   

In 1956 the Rev Garwood Tydeman 
was appointed Minister - in which 
office he remained for the second 
longest term in the church’s history 
- 34 years. Many older residents 
still remember him with affection. 
However, as the 20thC drew to a close, 
it became clear that too much of the 
church’s income was being used to 
support ageing buildings rather than 
the proper Gospel ministry of the 
church. In 1980, the Old Manse had 

deteriorated badly and was purchased 
by South Cambridgeshire District 
Council, who sold it on for restoration 
- a process completed by its next two 
owners. The proceeds were invested 
by the 1906 Trust. The proceeds of 
the subsequent sale of 53 and 55 Mill 
street were invested by the Church. Still 
the costs of repairs and modernisation 
continued to escalate and so, in 2007 
and 2008, Hope Cottage and the Manse 
were sold. Out of the proceeds a modem 
house was purchased on Chapel Field 
for use as the Manse, the balance again 
being invested by the 1906 Trust to 
provide income for the Minister.   

So it is, that in the Providence of 
God and in a way that the generous 
donors, known and unknown, over 
the past 250 years could not have 
foreseen, we have been able to appoint 
a full-time Pastor - Rev James Gilbert. 
Many of you will have met him as 
he has visited door-to-door in recent 
months. Like our founding fathers 
some 350 years ago, his chief concern 
is to restore the pure Gospel message 
- what the Bible says - to the forefront 
of the church’s activities, albeit in a 
style more appropriate to the 21stC. 
Thus ‘Power Point’ presentations are 
used, a new electronic ‘hymnal’ offers 
a choice of nearly 3000 hymns and 
songs - traditional and contemporary 
and in various musical styles - and an 
Alpha Course has been running. But 
undergirding all this, and our other 
church activities, are the God-ordained 
and therefore unchanging truths of the 
Gospel - as relevant for meeting the 
needs of men and women today as they 
were 350 years or 2000 years ago and 
remaining so for all our tomorrows. It 
was this conviction which brought our 
Baptist forefathers to Gamlingay in the 
17thC and it is this same conviction 
which motivates and keeps us here 
today and which will sustain us in the 
years ahead.



Neighbourhood WatchWoods and around Potton church. These 
two hauliers had their own lorries. (You 
may remember an article containing 
some recollections from Len Jarvis 
where he touched on the busy days 
in Gamlingay of loading these lorries 
ready for the regular run to market.) The 
signage displayed by these lorries was 
completed by Wrights! 

M and M had a fourwheeled trolley 
– a flat fairly low vehicle easy to load 
– which would be loaded with brussels, 
carrots, beets and other produce ready 
for transfer into the lorry and this would 
then go on to London.

But Frank is still speaking of a time 
when all the work was done by horse, 
and carts were used to transport the 
manure to the land once it had bean 
unloaded from the railway wagons, and 
refilled with produce from that same 
land as harvest time came. A horse hoe 
would do the work a tractor does today. 

I asked Frank to describe how the 
sugarbeet was harvested to try and get 
a feel for the differences between then 
and now. Planted in rows, the beet was 
lifted by hand the tops were quickly 
chopped off and the roots tossed into 
heaps. Frank would bring his horse and 
cart alongside and load the beets using 
a special beet fork with tines blunted 
at the ends to stop them piercing the 
beets, often with the help of another 
field hand. Each load would be driven 
up to the station where a truck would be 
filled, once again transferred by hand. It 
took ten loads to fill one truck, and then 
the trucks would go to Ely or Falstead 
to be processed in the sugar refineries. 
The marshalling yard at this time was 
in Sandy. If you think about it you can 
see where the space for those additional 
lines and platforms would have been 
as the area hasn’t yet been totally 
redeveloped. Once the harvest was over, 
the manure that had been returned from 
London in the railway trucks would 
be spread onto the land and ploughed 
back in by the ploughing teams, Frank 
working his horse being one.

I keep touching on the hauliers, and 
really must find the time to follow this 
up! But, once again, thank you to Frank 
for his amazingly clear recollection 
of days long past and his first hand 
accounts of life in Gamlingay as a lad 
and working man.

continued from page 9

16/17th Feb Station Rd Between 2330 & 0200 two thieves entered the 
industrial site, causing damage & stealing goods 

17/18th Feb The Maltings Between 1800 & 0930 thieves stole a locked 
vehicle from a driveway  which was later found 
burnt out.

18th February The Cross Between 1300 & 2245 thieves stole a Nissan 
Micra from a residential car park 

20th February  Church St   Between 1500 & 1815 thieves stole meat from 
the packaging, leaving  the empty packaging in 
the store. 

20/21st Feb  Mill St.  Between 2300 & 1000 thieves stole petrol from 
the tank of a vehicle,causing damage to the lock 
of the fuel filler flap. 

21/22nd Feb. Murfitt Way  Between 2215 & 0830 thieves stole a mobility 
scooter parked outside the owners property.

23rd February Cinques Rd.  At 1123 a female tried to purchase goods with 
a debit card that does not  go through. Said that 
she would be back to pay. In the meantime it 
was noted that a bottle of Vodka was missing. 

24/25th Feb Potton Road, 
The Heath

Between 2230 & 0730 offenders entered a 
garage & two outbuildings, nothing was taken. 

26th February Church St Vandals have damaged a row of shrubs over a 
period of time.

5th March Honey Hill  At 0330 a garage door was rammed causing 
damage to the property & the vehicle inside, 
nothing was taken

8th March Church St. At 1915 a female thief entered a store, paid for 
certain items, but hid beer in her bag, which she 
did not pay for.

9th March Church St At 1348 thief filled a basket with goods. At the 
check out he grabbed  the bag of items which 
had been run through, and left without paying. 

10th March Church St.  At 2015 a known shoplifter entered the store, 
selected a bottle of wine and left without 
paying. 

19th March  Long Lane  Between 0800 & 1159 vandals have broken a 
small window & poured quantity of oil into the 
building 

19th March  Long Lane  Between 0800 & 1159 vandals have set fire to a 
small caravan at the rear of the property causing 
a field to catch fire. 

20/21. March Mill Street Between 2000 & 0800 vandals damaged a 
Daewoo Matiz, kicking off the door mirror.

Wheelie bin collections in May

Green bin and boxes FRIDAY 8th May
Black bin         FRIDAY 9th May



CHICKEN OR EGG?
Which came first, 
The chicken, or the egg?
 A beady eye, some feathers, 
A beak, a wing, a leg?

Crackly shell, or lining, 
Albumen, or yoke, 
For mainly breakfast dining 
It really is no joke.

Scientists have studied, 
Investing cash and time, 
Investigating centuries 
Of eggnorance sublime.

Debates, eggstremely heated 
Have oft’ become quite rough, 
Egg and chick mistreated 
But I say an oeuf s enough.

If it’s chicken that your bet’s on 
(Or pullet, hen or cock)
 It’s not a laughing matter, 
You really shouldn’t mock.

Or maybe you’re an egg-head, 
Scrambled, poached or fried, 
 Boiled, or even coddled, 
So many ways you’ve tried.

So, have you made your mind up? 
Hurry up now, this I beg. 
This poem has to wind up, 
Is it chicken, or the egg?

Gill Spaul 
Easter, 2007 

EXTRA SPECIAL HOMES 
NEEDED

ED
Ed  was admitted to the branch as a 
stray in appalling condition, with open 
wounds and was very thin.  He was 
patient and sweet as we nursed him 
back to good health.  He then went to 
a new home where there were other 
animals and he settled in happily.  
Unfortunately he then suffered a 
relapse.  What we thought were wounds 
caused by injury and neglect were in 
fact symptoms of a rare skin condition 
and possible allergy.  With this in mind 
he has undergone a new course of 
treatment and is as patient and sweet as 
ever despite his bad luck. He now is big 
and healthy and we believe he is about 
3 years old.   He now needs a new home 
but with no other animals and preferably 
in a house with hard floors at least in 
the areas where he will spend most of 
his time.  He will continue to be on 
medication which will be funded by us 
at St Neots & District Cats Protection.   
He needs an experienced cat owner who 
does not live near a busy or main road.  
He is a delightful boy and loves cuddles 
and attention and is very laid back.  If 
you think you fit the bill phone us now 
so we can arrange a home visit.

SCAMP
Scamp is a large black and white male 
who is approximately 4 years old.  He 
came to us with several other cats who 
he had lived with.  Scamp was very 
nervous and quiet and spent his first 
week hiding under his blanket whilst his 
penmates demanded attention.  As time 
went on those penmates charmed their 
way into new homes and Scamp was 
left behind as he was nervous around 
new people.  In time, and as he had a 
pen to himself, he came out of his shell 
a little and trusts his fosterer and allows 
him to pick him up.  He has been with 
us for several months now and it is time 
he found a new and loving owner who 

will understand him.  He will need a quiet home with no young children and would 
prefer to be an only cat.  He would also be happy spending a lot of time outdoors 
with a warm dry place to come to when needed.  If you can offer Scamp that extra 
special home and are prepared to go that extra mile to gain his trust he will reward 
you with being a quiet and gentle companion.  Contact us now.

CAT FOOD
Thanks to all who continue to donate cat food to our various drop off points, it is 
much appreciated.  Please keep it coming, you are really making a difference. Phone 
us for details or your nearest cat food collection point.

NEUTERING
Kitten season is fast approaching, it is imperative that you get your cat neutered as 
soon as possible.  We are able to assist with the cost.  Please telephone us to arrange 

continued on page 3�



HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community Healthcare Appointments 651 150
Child Health Clinic Meet at Baptist 

Church hall
CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 696650
Car Care Scheme Sue McPherson 652 949
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency Fire 01223 376 217
Non-emergency Police 0845 4564 564
Community Police PC Lee Scott 0845 4564 564
Neighbourhood Watch Christine 

Theobald
651 051

PARISH COUNCIL Clerks, Kirstin 
Rayner Leanne 
Bacon 

650 310

Library 650 169
Forward Gamlingay Chair: Ian 

Wakeling
Hatley Parish Council Clerk, Mr. S. 

Kindersley
651 982

POLITICS
MP Andrew Lansley. 

Conservative.
01954 212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0845 0450 500

PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND EDUCATION 
Babies and Toddlers Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 940
Rainbow Preschool Diana Matthews 652 157
Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 676
Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 491

Natalie 691 477
GAMA Bridget Smith 650 510
Care Club Maureen Richardson 0781 6892 886
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
FIrst School Office 650 208
Carers Lunch Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Mr Peter Barham 650 677
Thursday Badminton Bridget Smith 650 510
Football Club Chair: Brian 

Culverhouse (youth 
teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian Culverhouse 651 020
Tennis Club Olivia Marsh 651 215
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
Community Centre Bookings Parish 

Clerk
650 310

St Mary’s Church Hall Kate Golding 651 215
WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George Village 
Hall

Sally Ward 651 337

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gamlingay and District 
Gardening Club

Jean Venning 
Membership 
Liz Tayler 

261 298

650 600
History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Skatepark Association Pauline Girdwood 651 091
Target Group Jackie Hough 651 070
Over 50’s walks Meeting at 

community centre 
Booklinks Chantelle 650 753
Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of Dance Susan Lucas, 316 518
St. Neot’s Model Railway 
Club

John Kneeshaw E mail: j.kneeshaw@
ntlworld.com 

Painting for Pleasure  Phyllis Jaquest 677 313
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian Kindersley 651 982
Jackie Hough 651 070

Gamlingay Writers Tracey Goodwin 654 830
www.gamlingaywritersorg.uk

Village Show Steve Mitchell 654 984
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s Almshouses 
Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian Kindersley

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District Round 
Table

Lee Packham Brown 650978

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay Guides Benita Scott 650 547
1st Gamlingay Brownies Maria Spence 0771 1161 618
1st Gamlingay Rainbows Helen Oldham 631 720
Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gamlingay Scouts Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Explorers Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Everton Cubs Barry Jefferd 261 000
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

CHURCHES
Baptist Church Minister, James 

Gilbert
651 519

St Mary The Virgin Rector: Steven 
Rothwell

650 568

New Life Fellowship Rev O R Inskip 01223 710373
SCHOOLS
First School Head J Newman 650 208
Village College Head  M Clark 650 360
First School Association Via school office 650 208
Village College Friends 
Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information

PARISH COUNCIL - email and web details
Clerks Leanne and Kirstin gamlingaypc@lineone.net
Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Chris Tomsett ctomsettgpc@tiscali.co.uk 
Vice Chairman Nick Bruce nbrucegpc@tiscali.co.uk



Library
If you have started preparing your 
garden ready for the summer, why not 
make the most of the lighter evenings 
and take a trip to your village library? 
Gamlingay Library provides two late 
night evenings every week- until 8pm 
every Tuesday and until 7pm every 
Thursday.  What could be nicer than 
sitting back and relaxing with a good 
book after a busy day outside?

GAMLINGAY LIBRARY 
OPENING HOURS

TUESDAY 16.00 – 20.00
THURSDAY 17.00 – 19.00
SATURDAY 10.30 – 12.30

Gamlingay Library is a part of 
Cambridgeshire Libraries. If are already 
a member then simply bring along your 
library card and come in to browse 
the bookshelves or use the internet. 
If you have not yet joined then bring 
along ID (passport, driving licence, 
utility bill etc. A responsible adult must 

accompany Children under 16) and we 
will do the rest. 
We hold over 2500 books in stock and 
can order books, talking books, CD’s 
and DVD’s for you to collect from 
Gamlingay.
Your village library is staffed by 
volunteers – if you would like to join 
our team please come into the library to 
find out more. 
Renewals may be made by telephone on 
0845 045 5225 or online at 
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/
leisure/libraries/

a voucher to use at your vet.

Tel:  01480 476696, 07966 282005 or 
07900 257061
http://stneots.cats.org.uk/

continued from page 33



GAMLINGAY and 
DISTRICT HISTORY 

SOCIETY
Meets in the Library at the 

Village College
7.30pm on the second 
Monday of each month

May 11th
‘History using digital 

computers’ 
with Mike Petty


