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FROM FAMILY DOCTOR 
TO DOCTOR WHO?

Lots of us see the same doctor 
all the time we are growing up. 
As our GP builds up a personal 
medical record and a special 
knowledge of us, so we come 
to trust them too. Very often 
the same GPs look after whole 
families; children, parents, even 
grandparents. So they really 
know us and our medical history 
over the years.

HOWEVER, THIS MAY ALL 
BE SET TO CHANGE.

Despite the fact that British 
General Practice is seen as one 
of the best in the world, the 
government plans to set up ‘new 
clinics’ covering large numbers 
of the population, in direct 
competition with your local GP 
surgery. Big private national and 
international corporations can 
bid to run these clinics, and in 
fact are already running general 
practice in some parts of the 
country. This can result in the 
local practice not having enough 
patients or funds to keep going.
In 2006, even the government 
itself said:
“Doctor consultations in general 
practice/primary care are the 
most cost-effective part of the 
medical component of the NHS”
The government is set to pay 
corporations even though 
there is no evidence that they 
will provide better quality 

Do you have any photographs of events at Gamlingay 
Baptist Church?

We are hoping to put on a display of photographs of events, services, 
Sunday school, and other things that have happened over the years at 
Gamlingay Baptist Church, from when photography began right up to 
the present day. 

I would be very grateful if people would let me copy any such 
photographs into my computer, so that we can reproduce them at a 
display or slideshow later in the year.

If you do have any such photographs and are willing, please call me on 
(01767) 651519.                         Many, many thanks!   James. 



care to patients. Corporations 
tend to have more concern 
for ‘the bottom line’ and their 
shareholders than for the 
customers. Do you want to be the 
customer of a large corporation 
when your health is at stake?
Go to the surgery and get a  
leaflet giving more information 
and containing a form to be used 
as part of a petition to the Prime 
Minister.
You can also go to the website:   
www.savemygp.co.uk to sign 
the petition and get more 
information. You can also write 
or e-mail to your local paper, 
your MP and Councillor, the 
Prime Minister and the Health 
Minister. The addresses for all 
these are on the website.
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The Gamlingay Show 

2009

Gamlingay Village College is the place 
to be on Saturday 19th September 2009. 
The Gamlingay Show is the place 
to be to show off your talents in the 
competition classes; view classic cars 
and motorbikes; watch a wide variety 
of dance displays; have a go on funfair 
rides; visit the beautiful owls in the 
Raptor display; spend you money on the 
stalls; be amazed by the many clubs and 
societies in our village; choose from a 
wide variety of food and drink and meet 
up with old friends.
All this and more for an entry fee 
of only £2 per adult and £1 for 
concessions. 
What a great day 
for all the family 
form 1pm until 
5pm!
Don’t forget to 
watch out for 
the entry forms 
and rules for 
the competition 
classes which will be included in the 
July/August Gazette. Entries still only 
30p each.
If your club or society would like to be 
considered as a recipient of some of the 
proceeds from this year’s show, please 
put the request in writing and hand in at 
either: 2-4 The Cinques, Gamlingay  or 
69 Green Acres, Gamlingay
or by e-mail to gamlingay_show@
yahoo.co.uk

District Nurse retires
by Frances Marlow

I write to say that I am planning to 
retire in July. This time it is for real. I 
say this as I gather it was announced 
in The Gazette about a year ago. I have 
been in Gamlingay for 35 happy years, 
first as a district nurse/midwife and 
latterly as a district nurse only. I have 
undergone numerous reorganisations, 
starting off as part of the Huntingdon 
Health Authority, then the Cambridge 
Health Authority, then Fundholding 
for Bedfordshire and now part of the 
Bedfordshire Primary Care Trust. 

During all these reorganisations I have 
continued to care for patients and 
their families in Gamlingay and the 
surrounding villages. For many years 
I was alone, but now I am part of a 
team of nurses attached to the GP’s in 
Gamlingay and Potton. We also work 
closely with the nurses in Biggleswade 
and Sandy as part of a wider 
neighbourhood team. 

I have so many happy memories of my 
time in Gamlingay and I know I shall 
miss you all very much.

Wales Bingo Group

This friendly and growing group meets 
every month on a Saturday, 7-10pm in 
the WI hall to play bingo, have a raffle 
and generally socialise.  New members 
are always welcome – contact Janet 
Duffin on 01767 650967 or just turn up 
on the night!

Money raised by the raffle is donated 
to Charity each year.  Last year the Air 
Ambulance service and our dedicated 
district nurses led by Frances Marlow 
were worthy beneficiaries.  The raffle 
is  always well supported and there 
are extra special raffles at Easter and 
Christmas!  If anybody has anything 
they would like to donate to the raffle, 
this would be gratefully received 
– please contact Janet as above, or bring 
something on the night.
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Dear Readers,

We have all had to take the credit crunch seriously. The effects of it have been 
widespread and we have all noticed a difference. The news has been saturated with 
how banks, businesses and individuals are struggling. When we turn on the TV 
or radio we hear the latest initiative by a government, usually the US or British 
government, as to how they will halt this economic decline, either by pulling tight on 
the purse strings or by borrowing more.

At a local level I know that people have had a difficult time. Many have been made 
redundant or have been involved with having to tell fellow workers that they will 
lose their jobs. A friend of mine has had to face a cut-back in working hours from 
a regular 5 day week to working just 2 days a week. And many more are in worse 
positions. After a while these kind of redundancies and cut-backs affect the wider 
community. There is unrest, unhappiness, depression and mistrust. Think back to the 
devastating affects of the closure of mines throughout Britain in the eighties where 
whole communities became redundant and their identities removed.

We are so closely bound up with our work, paid or unpaid. The way we make a 
living generally tells us and others something about who we are. What’s one of the 
first things anyone asks you? “What do you do?” We are rarely asked “Who are 
you?” a question that demands more than the offering up your name as a response. I 
believe that is what God asks us: Who are you? It is a penetrating question that cuts 
deep to our heart and soul. We might find we don’t like who we are very much and 

Services in the Benefice of Gamlingay with Hatley St George and Everton
June 2009

7th Trinity Sunday 8am Holy Communion G
10am First Sunday & Baptism G
6pm Evensong E

8th 8pm Quiet Service G

14th Trinity 1 8am Holy Communion E
9.30 Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist H

21st Trinity 2 8am Holy Communion G
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

28th Trinity 3 8am Holy Communion H
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E
6pm Evensong G



News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary: Mr W C M Smith 01767 6681530

Church Services
Sunday morning 10.45am

We observe the Lord’s Supper on 
the first Sunday of each month

(note change to above)

Weekday meetings
(venue as announced)

Thursday evening at 7.45pm
Prayer and Bible study

On the second and fourth Tuesday
of each month at 3.00pm
‘Women in Partnership’

Alpha restarts in September

so it’s better to wear a uniform and present that image as who we are. 

Losing our jobs, losing our income, losing our savings will cause havoc in a 
practical sense but will also change our perception of who we are, that’s why this 
credit crunch has such damaging potential. But it is worth reminding ourselves that 
we are defined by more than our fiscal state of health. We are more than what our 
bank statement says, or what uniform we wear, or what roles we play, or what car we 
drive. The world is unpredictable. When all that is solid melts away then what is left 
of us? God invites us to examine ourselves prayerfully and always in the context that 
no matter who we are, or what we have lost, we are loved.

Revd Steven Rothwell

Dear Friends,

Each month when I write for the Gazette, I am actually writing for the following 
month, so this letter that you are reading at the beginning of June was actually 
written at the beginning of May. The main news headlines as I am writing concern 
an outbreak of swine flu in Mexico and the media are doing their usual trick of 
sensationalising everything and making everything sound as grim as possible. By the 
time you are reading this, you will have more of an idea how this virus has spread 
and whether or not the media’s predictions of doom have been fulfilled.

I have been quite surprised how some people have panicked over what has not yet 
happened – it has come to them as a rude awakening that life is neither as certain 
nor as secure as they thought. A couple of people I have spoken to have been quite 
unsettled and worried for their families – but life is always uncertain, we never know 
what is around the corner.

One of my favourite passages in the Bible comes from Peter’s First Letter in the 
New Testament. He was writing to Christians who were fearing persecution and 
feeling unsettled and we read: ‘Do not fear what they (the wider world) fear; do not 
be frightened. But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to 
give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you 
have. But do this with gentleness and respect’ (� Peter 3:�4–��). 

As a Christian, I refuse to fear the future or panic about news reports. Because I 
have set apart Jesus Christ as my Lord, I have nothing to fear – He has control over 
my destiny. For Christians, their hope is not for this life alone, we live under the 
perspective of eternity and when viewed from an eternal standpoint, some of the 
crises and potential disasters that seem crippling to people in this life, are reduced to 
their real size. 

When you are reading this, it should have become clear whether this flu epidemic is 
as deadly as the media are making out, but for me personally, whatever the outcome, 
I will say with David, who wrote around 3000 years ago, ‘The Lord is my light and 
my salvation – whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life – of whom 
shall I be afraid?’ (Psalm 27:�).

Best wishes,
James.

continued from page 4



Annual Barn Dance 
and Hog Roast

Saturday 4th July
in the barn at

Castle Farm, 
Station Rd

7.30 pm - 11.45 pm

dancing to “KELLY’S EYE” 
Caller  Rene Welch

Licensed  Bar
£15 per person, including supper 
Special Group Rate - Buy 9 get 
one FREE 
(i.e. 10 tickets for £135)
Children’s concessions

ADMISSION BY TICKET ONLY  
from:
Sue and David Thorne,  651 668
Andy Banham,    650 517
Brian Jones,   650 008
Philip Gorton,   650 581  

proceeds to Friends of St.Mary’s

ICKWELL MAY DAY 
FESTIVAL

by Jackie Hough
We went across on May Day to enjoy 
the traditional Morris and May Pole 
dancing in Ickwell, only to discover that 
Rene Welch from Gamlingay had been 
involved in this event for years!

After 16 years as Chair of the 
committee responsible for this 
enormously popular festival, Rene 
Welch stood down this year. She will 
still be on the committee, and assisting 
with next year’s celebrations, but not as 
Chair. 



60’s night
8pm ‘til late

The Rock Island Rebels
Saturday 13th June

Gamlingay Village College
Licensed Bar

Bring your own food
Tickets £7 each

another great night out!
contact Vic Cook GVC 01767651449

raffle for national deaf children’s society

Gardening Club 
events

 
July 11th - Day Outing to Norwell 
Nurseries and Barnsdale Gardens (the 
late Geoff Hamilton’s Garden). 
 Not a member of the Club?  Don’t 
worry, we welcome guests.  
Please phone for details: 
 Liz Tayler  
Gamlingay 
650 600.

HOUSE AND GARDEN    
OPEN

The Emplins Church 
Street Gamlingay

If you would like to see round the 
house and garden at The Emplins 
now is your chance.

The Emplins will be open on 
Sunday June 14th from 2 to 7pm.   
This will be in aid of the hospice 
at St John’s Moggerhanger.   Tea 
and cakes will be on sale.

Three or four volunteer helpers 
would be very much appreciated.  
Names to Philip or Lindy Gorton 
on 01767 650581.
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Gamlingay Players Present
The next production will be three 1 Act 
plays including a production from the 

Junior players 
It will take place on the 2nd, 3rd and 

4th of July at 7:30pm in the Community 
Centre. 

The plays are: 
 

I didn’t Think (Juniors) 
This play explores the effect that 

bullying can have on its victims and 
how the culprit is led to see the error of 

their ways. 
 

Try it again 
A drama written by J. B. Priestly:  A 

mother, a son, a wife, a mistress, 
a director. A family confrontation 

reviewed and redirected to a resolution 
- that makes some of them happy. 

 

Harlequinade 
Terrence Rattigan, the author of plays 
such as ‘The Browning Version’ and 

‘The Winslow Boy’ has been described 
as one of the greatest English dramatists 
of the twentieth century. Harlequinade 
is a farce about a production of Romeo 

and Juliet in a provincial theatre in 
the Midlands. Just before the curtain 
goes up on the first night, everything 
that could go wrong does go wrong: 

Tantrums, resignations, long-lost 
relations, crimes and misdemeanours 
make this the worst opening night for 

the stage manager ever. Touching, 
poignant and very funny, this is a great 

play by a great playwright. 
 

Tickets available from ‘The Cutting 
Mill’ or online via the website:  http://

gamlingayplayers.co.uk

Hello again from the carbon Tsar. The 
emphasis this month is on food. Food 
production and its preparation are a 
major source of CO2 and a major cost to 
us all.

A few facts: -
Actually very few facts, this area is 
just about the worst of all for reliable, 
justifiable facts and figures. It is a real 
minefield, for example the trawler 
fuel used to catch a ton of tuna can be 
roughly 40 times that used to catch a ton 
of mackerel or herrings or similar small 
school fish (not a trivial issue, fuel used 
by fishing fleets is maybe 1% of global) 
but this can vary enormously according 
to where and how it is caught. For what 
it is worth I will try, few numbers just 
generalisations: -

Organic fruit and vegetables produce 
less CO2 than conventional

Organic meat, chicken and farmed fish 
produce more CO2 than conventional

Farmed fish is worse than wild - except 
for farmed herbivorous species such as 
tilapia or carp. 

Eating a ‘local’ mackerel instead of a 
steak saves about 4.5 kg CO2

Urban myth, maybe, could be true 
sometimes – ‘The heat replacement 
effect’
The heat replacement effect is easily 
explained. Suppose you replace your 
high energy inefficient fridge/freezer 
with a modern one. All well and good 
but the problem may be that you then 
need to spend more energy in your 
central heating which undermines your 
energy and cost savings. This has some 
merit, however there are a couple of 
problems: -

Firstly, when and where do you want 
this heat to offset your central heating 
bills? This effect might give you a 
nice warm kitchen at 2 in the morning 
which, according to your lifestyle, may 
not be achieving much.

The Carbon

TSAR
Secondly, what energy exactly are you 
replacing? I have gas central heating 
which is cheaper and (currently) greener 
than electricity. Since I replaced my 
old bulbs with low energy types there 
will be times when indeed I am burning 
more gas as a result but gas is greener 
(and cheaper) than electricity.

Every little helps
I compared a basket of vegetables 
bought from a local farm shop with 
the same items from Tescos. The local 
produce was less than half the price thus 
saving money as well as CO2.
Note in Tesco’s I just used prices of 
the cheapest items on sale without 
any concern for their origin, in fact, to 
Tesco’s credit, the cheapest were all 
produced in the UK. 

Since we live in an area of mostly 
arable farming buying local meat is a bit 
of a problem. Even so within walking 
distance of my home I was able to buy 
good Suffolk pork at a competitive 
price. 

How to cook it?
How you cook your food has a huge 
effect on costs both in terms of CO2 
emissions and money. The table below 
gives approximate CO2 emissions and 
cost for different cookers. 

Technique CO2 per 
year tons

Cost per
year £

Gas cooker 0.7 140
Electric cooker 1.5 350
Electric AGA 4.0 900

Note - the figures for the AGA amazed 
me so I treble quadruple checked them. 
They are based on the AGA website 
itself and statements by the CEO of 
AGA Ltd. The model I used, to be as 
fair as possible, was the 13Amp electric 
model because it has the AIMS (AGA 
Intelligent Management System) option 
which is designed to reduce energy 
consumption by 19 - 30%. I used 30% 
in calculating the figures above. 

Microwave ovens
This was another area of confusing 
figures. Clicking around the web 
there was a general, but not complete, 
consensus that microwave ovens 
are more efficient than conventional 
cookers. I did some checks myself. I 
boiled a pint of water in the microwave 



Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on District and County 

Council issues
by Sebastian Kindersley

continued from page �

and on my cooker, in circumstances 
biased towards the cooker. The 
microwave still won, albeit only by 
a few percent. This was a worst case 
scenario and comparing a microwave 
with cooking in an oven or under grill 
would show much bigger advantages 
for the microwave. Obviously no-one is 
going to do the Christmas dinner in the 
microwave but all things being equal 
the microwave will be cheaper.

Incidentally boiling a pint of water with 
a kettle used only about a third of the 
electricity.

Having said all that it only costs a 
couple of pence to boil a pint of water 
and releases less than 100g of CO2 
anyway, not really a major issue.

Transport based emissions
There is a lot of contradictory 
information about CO2 associated 
with the transport of food over global 
distances. So again I had to get out my 
now very crowded ‘back of envelope’. 
I worked out the CO2 emitted for 
bringing a bottle of wine from South 
Africa by sea with that for bringing one 
from Italy by truck. The difference was 
too close to call, allowing for 100 miles 
by truck at either end of the journey by 
sea.

Again, having said that, the CO2 
emissions of transporting the wine are 
only about 100g. 

Air freight is another tricky one. On 
the face of it not good but some low 
weight/high bulk cargo is carried 
‘opportunistically’ on passenger aircraft 
travelling anyway. I doubt this works 
for fresh tuna though.

Frozen or fresh
Frozen can be ‘greener’ than fresh if 
we are talking about fish because of 
reduced transport emissions.

I tried a blind comparison trial on 
my family and they could not tell the 
difference between fresh tuna and tuna 
thawed from frozen when both were 
cooked together. The frozen tuna is 
about 2/3 the price of fresh. Of course 
the frozen tuna still represents more 
CO2 than local wild shoal fish (= near 
UK, obviously, Gamlingay is not well 
placed for real local fish).

Let’s get things in perspective
The change from a highly energy intensive diet to a low energy vegetarian diet 
would reduce a family of four’s carbon footprint by about 4.5 tonnes per year. 
Not bad, more than the CO2 emissions of cooking it, but I guess few of us will 
realistically either start with the high energy diet or go fully vegetarian. 

I started to prepare this month’s piece convinced I would find lots of useful advice 
for you and that I would find, for example, that free range, organic food would be 
‘greener’ but it is not that simple. What I will do myself, is to just eat what I like and 
what is good for me. So far as I can tell that generally gives a saving in emissions 
and cost too. 

Contact the Tsar via the Parish Council. Write to The Parish Council at The 
Almshouse Chapel, Church Street, Gamlingay, Sandy, Beds. SG19 3JH or e-mail 
clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk

If you have any questions about 
these - or indeed any other - matters, 
please do not hesitate to contact me 
– Sebastian Kindersley on 651982 
or cllr.kindersley@scambs.gov.uk or 
write to the Manor Barn, East Hatley, 
SG19 3JA. Bridget Smith is on 
650510 or bridget@glockling.com.

Police

We wrote last month about Police 
operations and one of our PCSOs 
adds “Monday April 6th saw the first 
large scale multi-agency road policing 
operation under the banner of operation 
Blackwall. More than 50 officers took 
part in the operation, which involved 
cracking down on traffic offences and 
speeders in the areas of Linton and 
Gamlingay. A new and successful 
partnership with the fire service was 
formed, with them kindly letting us use 
their stations as temporary bases and 
giving video presentations to those who 
committed minor offences rather 
than a fine. 
  
We hope to spread these out to other 
areas as I know speeding and traffic 
offences are a serious problem in our 
more rural parts of the county and 
hopefully with initiatives like these we 
can work towards making our villages 
that much safer.”

At the recent Gamlingay Police Panel 
meeting at the Village College it was 
clear that anti-social behaviour was 

an increasing problem in Gamlingay, 
particularly around Church Street and 
Avenall’s Way; and one resident cited 
the vandalism of a disabled buggy as an 
example of what was happening. The 
Police have taken the issue on board so 
watch this space…

Please remember if you witness or are 
the victim of any anti-social behaviour 
you need to report it to the Police 
– because if you do not then it will not 
count towards the crime statistics which 
are used to allocate Policing time – so 
it’s in your interest!!. 

Housing

At a meeting in Avenall’s Way early 
in the year I reported that Sheltered 
Housing Tenant rents  were subsidised 
by all other Council Tenants (not 
all other South Cambs residents). 
I understand that there is some 
misunderstanding about this but the 
situation is clear. I have asked for 
clarification  from South Cambs and 
here it is – “Charging for the sheltered 
housing service is complex and in view 
of the urgency of your request I will not 
go into scheme by scheme detail but 
rather focus on your central question 
as to whether the Housing Revenue 
Account (HRA) effectively ‘subsidises’ 
the sheltered housing service? The short 
answer is ‘yes’. The ‘net’ cost to the 
HRA of the sheltered housing service is 
approximately £600,000pa (£596,060 
anticipated in 2008/09; and £617,120 

continued on page �0



continued on page ��

projected in 2009/10). This cost is 
effectively met from the rents paid 
by both general needs and sheltered 
housing tenants.”

So I hope that reassures everyone.

A14

We often mention the A14 because 
although some way from Gamlingay 
when it is closed – which it is a lot!  - it 
does have quite an impact on traffic 
shortcutting or bypassing through 
the area.  The Highways Agency 
has recently secured £90m from the 
Government to install high tech travel 
and congestion information systems 
along the A14 between Ipswich and 
the M1/M6 Junction. This system will 
give real time information especially on 
potential delays to drivers; but what is 
not clear is what those drivers will then 
do. Lorry and HGV traffic shortcutting 
through Gamlingay causes a great deal 
of pollution, disturbance and damage 
along Waresley Rd and Mill Street so 
we will be trying to ensure that any 
overspill traffic will not be directed this 
way.   

Social Care
  
Because of the confidential nature of 
child and adult social care, and the 
vulnerability of people who need the 
service, this is an aspect of County 
Council responsibility that seems to stay 
under wraps until disaster happens.  

What happens to a child with autism 
when he or she reaches the age of 
16 and the local authority has no 
responsibility to fund specialist 
education or training, in order to 
plan for a productive future? How do 
families cope?  Often they don’t.

If you are in this situation, you can 
make your views known.  The County 
Council is up for a pot of money for 
disabled children’s services, but to 
qualify it is required to consult residents 
first.  Please write to ‘Aiming High 
Consultation,’ Shire Hall, Castle Court, 
Cambridge, CB3 OAP and head your 
letter ‘Aiming High Consultation’.  
More information is available by 
emailing lynn@pinpoint-cambs.org.uk, 
or phoning 0751-741-9761.  

More Housing

An article in the Chronicle last month 
gave a very rosy picture of the proposed 
transfer of South Cambs Housing to a 
new Landlord. Tenants will be asked 
to vote this year – well at least some 
of them will as equity share tenants 
get to vote but it may not be counted, 
apparently.

Letters/messages and e-mails to us 
indicate a serious concern by tenants 
at the way the Housing Futures project 
is going. Some readers may recall 
the upwards of £800k already spent 
which has already produced 2 DVDs 
and countless bits of one-sided glossy 
literature to persuade tenants to vote 
yes. We have also lost two votes at 
Council - one asking for a balanced 
picture in that literature and one asking 
for a full economic re-appraisal of the 
project.
 
Regardless of all this the Cabinet has 
ordered a huge range of roadshows so 
tenants can see and hear about new 
bathrooms, kitchens and front doors; 
endless visits by staff door-knocking 
the tenants, a grand prize draw to win 
mountain bikes and plasma screen TVs 
and now this piece of market research 
which - among other questions – asks 
tenants to confirm they understand 
that “Over the first five years South 
Cambridgeshire Village Homes will be 
able to spend around £40 million more 
than the Council expects to be able to 
afford?” and “The Council expects to 
have to make cuts within the housing 
services if transfer does not go ahead?” 

We have been appalled by this corporate 
pressure. Furthermore,  we believe that 
the financial implications of transfer not 
only for tenants but also for the rest of 
South Cambridgeshire taxpayers may be 
significant. It is our understanding that 
within the Council there is substantial 
doubt that the project is in the best 
interests of all South Cambridgeshire’s 
citizens. 

We accept that it is the administration’s 
policy to offload Council Housing. 
However, we cannot accept a project 
that has been presented in a manner 
that is so unbalanced, financially 
dubious and which leaves many of 
us with an uneasy feeling that South 
Cambridgeshire tenants are being 

pushed into making a decision that we 
may all regret. 

At the moment half of tenant rent 
goes to the Government; and this 
is supposed to be a good reason to 
transfer. However, in order to finance 
this transfer millions will have to be 
borrowed – so it is certain that a good 
deal of rent will finance that borrowing 
– so effectively, for tenants, what’s the 
difference? Likewise we are assured that 
rents will rise no more than they would 
if housing remained with the Council. 
Already this is not the case. This year 
Association tenants face an increase of 
over 6%. A government subsidy means 
that South Cambs tenants rise by only 
3.1% approx. That’s quite a difference.  

Furthermore tenants are being told that 
if they vote for transfer then it will go 
ahead. Actually it is the Council that 
makes the decision and may decide 
– even with a Yes vote – not to proceed 
– for example because the numbers 
don’t add up. All these worrying points 
plus that fact that as yet there are no 
proper financials  mean that many of 
us are increasingly concerned about the 
viability of the whole project. 

Scrutiny and Overview

The South Cambs Scrutiny and 
Overview came to Gamlingay on 30th 
April and held a very good session.  
Thank you to those Gamlingay residents 
who submitted questions.  These 
included consultation with the owners 
of listed buildings regarding the new 
Supplementary planning document 
which affects them; the council’s 
protocol for dealing with complaints 
and the council’s responsibilities 
towards their tenants. The committee 
is always really pleased to receive 
questions from the public about any 
matters relating to the council so if you 
have any queries or gripes you would 
like answered do refer them us. Bridget 
sits on the committee so you might want 
to talk to her first.

Climate Change

If you or your family want to know 
more about the realities of climate 
change you can download an excellent 
11 minute video from the net called 
Wake Up Freak Out.  If you want a bit 
more detail but in a very accessible 
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form about what we actually will have 
to do in the next few years to change 
over from using fossil fuels you can 
download a free book by Prof David 
MacKay from the Cavendish Laboratory 
in Cambridge called Renewable Energy 
– Without the Hot Air. We went to 
hear Professor MacKay talk recently 
and he was quite brilliant so we highly 
recommend his book.

Cambridgeshire Play Pathfinder 
– Funding Available for Play Spaces!

Cambridgeshire County Council is 
about to commence phase two of its 
Cambridgeshire Play Pathfinder Project. 
The Play Pathfinder, funded by the 
Department for Children, Schools and 
Families (DCSF), has been set up to 
deliver new, creative and inspiring 
play spaces across the whole of 
Cambridgeshire. 

Having funded the development of 12 
play spaces already, 16 further sites will 
benefit from grants of up to £50,000 to 
further enhance the provision of play 
opportunities across the county. Focus 
will be particularly given to natural, 
accessible play and the provision of 
risk and challenge. Local children and 
young people will be involved in the 
development and design processes 
of their innovative new play spaces. 
District, city, town and parish councils, 
together with voluntary organisations, 
are all eligible to apply for funding to 
aid the development of play spaces in 
their area.

Anyone interested in the 
Cambridgeshire Play Pathfinder scheme 
should contact Ashley List  01954 
284204 
E-mail Ashley.List@Cambridgeshire.

continued from page �0

SAWSTON MUSIC 
FESTIVAL

Friday19th to 
Saturday 21st June

This year starts with an exciting new 
band who’ve been getting attention, a 
movie that’s been making headlines, 
and a Mozart piece that has connections 
in Sawston. Plus every event has a talk 
or a workshop to let you find out more 
or try out your skills beforehand!  
 

Brochures are out and tickets are on 
sale. Here are details of what we’ve 
got planned - fun, we hope, for all the 
family. Make sure you write the dates in 
your diary: Friday 19 June, Saturday 20 
June and Sunday 21 June. 
  
Friday 19 June 
The Brook Street Band  
Mad Songs and Englishmen 
We are incredibly lucky to be presenting 
this fantastic award-winning band. 
The Brook Street Band specialises in 
eighteenth-century repertoire and takes 
its name from the London street where 
Handel lived and composed for most 
of his working life in England. You 
may have heard the band on several 
programmes on BBC Radio 3, or on 
Woman’s Hour or Today on Radio 4.  
 
Described by The Times as “the 
smartest new baroque band around”, 
by BBC Music Magazine as 
“highly polished… and infectiously 
enthusiastic,” and by The Sunday 
Times as “a lively ensemble of period 
instrumentalists, always stylish, 
occasionally daring”, the band has 
won many prizes and accolades for 
its recordings and concerts. The 
Stage’s concert review praised “a 
wonderfully authentic... fascinating 
and compulsively watchable theatrical 
experience.”  
 
Sawston Free Church at 4pm  
Making Water Music: a workshop for 
children aged 5 to 11 
Why did Handel write the Water Music? 
Who was it for? Find out the answers 
and ask more questions as we listen to 
and make Water Music – and please 
bring a percussion instrument that 
reminds you of the sound of water! 
 
Sawston Free Church at 7.30pm   
Mad Songs and Englishmen: soprano, 
cello and harpsichord 
An engaging and dramatic programme 
tapping into the English fashion for 
characterful, theatrical and ‘mad’ music 
in the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries. Prepare to be transported 
back in time through the composers 
Purcell, Handel, and many more, all 
famed for their quirky qualities. Leave 
modern-day madness behind for some 
moments of baroque extravaganza and 
theatricality.
 
Saturday 20 June 
The Mamma Mia! Wedding Party 
 

Sawston Youth Centre at 4pm  
Family workshop for all ages 
Learn to sing Abba songs in harmony! 
Caroline Sanders leads an afternoon 
family workshop: absolutely no 
experience needed, just lots of 
enthusiasm and a sense of humour.  
 
Sawston Youth Centre at 5.30pm  
The bar opens and the party begins... 
With licensed bar, party nibbles, 
balloons and a wedding cake – come 
and parade your outfits! Wedding guest 
or seventies satin? It’s up to you! Prizes 
for the best.  (fancy dress optional) 
 
Sawston Youth Centre at 6pm  
Mamma Mia! film show 
Sing along to all the songs – your 
souvenir booklet will have all the 
words, and after the workshop you 
should know all the harmonies too!  
(Please note that this is not the 
‘singalong’ version with the words on 
screen.) 
 
Sunday 21 June 
The Company of Musicians 
with Hills Road Sixth Form 
Orchestra  
Mozart’s Mass in C minor 
The Company of Musicians, directed 
by Kieran Cooper, return for their fifth 
Music Festival appearance to perform 
one of Mozart’s finest choral works, 
the Mass in C Minor. It’s a wonderful 
work full of memorable tunes and 
dramatic moments – some of which you 
may recognise if you’ve seen the films 
Amadeus or Belleville Rendezvous.  
 
Mozart left the piece unfinished when 
he died and different editors have 
completed the missing parts. We’ll 
be using the edition made by eminent 
musicologist (and Sawston resident) Dr 
Richard Maunder, which he has updated 
especially for this performance.  
 
The singers are joined by the students of 
Hills Road Sixth Form College to bring 
the cream of Cambridgeshire musicians 
to Sawston for an evening of sublime 
and inspiring music. 
 
St Mary’s Church at 6.30pm  
Pre-concert talk for ticket-holders by 
Dr Richard Maunder 
 
St Mary’s Church at 7.30pm  
MOZART Mass in C minor for 
soloists, choir and orchestra



by clerks Leanne 
Bacon and Kirstin 

Rayner

Summary of meeting 14th April 2009–full minutes, once approved, are available to view at the Parish Council office or on the 
new website www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk

Items discussed;-
Community Halls – Redevelopment of the existing Community Centre into Gamlingay Eco Hub – Decision will be needed on 
design shortly in order to commence build in 2010. Prioritisation of design features to be discussed by team.  County Children’s 
Centre outreach committed to  using new facility in principle and will consider funding equipment for communal areas.  Exterior 
lighting and security features were confirmed.  Additional hours for Clerk (KR) and Project Facilitator approved due to heavy 
work load at this crucial stage (within budget).
Village maintenance/Highways issues
Grass cutting contract has started – first cut disappointing as no strimming around headstones in cemetery/churchyards.  
Comments on grass cutting required within 48 hours of cutting in order to feedback to contractors within agreed timescale.
Hedge cutting on approach to village from Iron Church – clerks to investigate why this has not been completed.  Hole in front of 
cash point – clerks to find out who owns this part of pavement.
Village sign has been cleaned – requires some restaining work.
Churchyard paths – next stage is to arrange a joint meeting with the SCDC conservation department and also involve the Diocese 
of Ely advisory council.  The repairs to the wall will be included in the planning application.  Grants to be investigated.
Planning Applications
Station Road –solicitor now progressing with draft section 106 agreement. 
Other
New committee structure agreed – to consist of 3 committees Planning, Finance and General Purposes and Consultation.  
Gransden Aerodrome and Gliding Club – Acrobatic completion due to take place on June 20th, Charity day on Aug 30th. Gliding 
club open day 10th May, rallies 26/30 may and 26/30 August.
Insurance quotation received – seems very favourable but further comparison with existing contract required.
End of year financial summary – expenditure £141 469 (Budget £176 153) Income £163 000 (budget £152 592).  Main reasons 
for under spend – Multi Use Games Area not yet installed (10K contribution carried forward), Community Centre refurbishment 
not underway yet (£12 140 contribution carried forward), Cemetery and Churchyard paths works as yet not done (£4 300 carried 
forward).. Income increased mainly due to interest earned and income from halls.
New procedure for dealing with large scale planning applications approved.
Detailed discussion took place about the possibility of creating a new charity to manage the community halls in the village 
– following advice from the Association of Communities in Rural England (ACRE).  Some resistance to this due to the assumed 
loss of control of buildings/land.  Parish Council has 6 months to put a new structure in place.  New finance and General Purpose 
Committee to discuss relative merits of different Model constitution documents and report back in June/July.  The intention is to 
put in place a significant management structure for the halls.
“Gamlingay Goes Green” – Clerks to pursue idea of a written policy to add to the mission statement and investigate the 
possibility of using only recycled paper in future.  
Bassingbourne Children’s Centre – Gamlingay will have dedicated outreach time and activities.  Multi agency meeting 
– attended by District Cllr B Smith- concerns raised about the lack of provision for youth in Gamlingay – the Youth Club is 
closed due to staff shortages.  CCTV is to be installed on the Stratton Bus to address bullying concerns.  Youth Cafe still popular 
although the Skate Park is drawing away some users.  
To contact your local parish councillor please either –
Write to the clerks (Leanne Bacon/Kirstin Rayner) at The Sir John Jacobs Almshouse Chapel, Church St, Gamlingay, SG19 3LG.
Telephone us on 01767 650310 
E –mail the clerks at gamlingaypc@lineone.net
Or e-mail your councillors as below-
ctomsettgpc@tiscali.co.uk  (Chairman)  
roundgpc@tiscali.co.uk
nbrucegpc@tiscali.co.uk
mgilesgpc@tiscali.co.uk
rstarksfieldgpc@tiscali.co.uk
mhallidaygpc@tiscali.co.uk
pwrightgpc@tiscali.co.uk
ntelfordreedgpc@tiscali.co.uk
cemerygpc@tiscali.co.uk
sgroomgpc@tiscali.co.uk
jcolebrookgpc@tiscali.co.uk
jwrightgpc@tiscali.co.uk



Gamlingay Social Club

Think Fun!

Entertainment!

Good Company!

think Club!
We invite you to sample the delights of 
the Social Club in Waresley Road.

Cut out this coupon and present it at 
the bar for a free month’s membership.

This gives you access at any time the 
club is open during the month to enjoy 
what the Club has to offer.

Come and enjoy:
Discos, Bands, Bingo, Darts, Snooker, 
Pool, good company, and a licenced 
bar. 

Name  ___________________

Address  ____________________
  _____________________
  _______________________

Tel No  _____________

Email address
 ________________________





by clerks Leanne 
Bacon and Kirstin 

Rayner

Summary of Annual Parish Meeting 28th April 2009 
www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk

Report by outgoing Chairman Chris Tomsett – Quality Parish Status was awarded 
in July 2008 in recognition of the work of the councillors and the diligence of 
the clerks. This has been a challenging and difficult year and some of the issues 
encountered have led to new guidelines and a new committee structure which will be 
implemented in May 2009.

Changes to membership were outlined – including Len Jarvis who has left.  Len 
gave many years of service and made many significant contributions to the work of 
the council, giving generously of his time and resources.

Major issues this year included the planning applications at Station Rd and Green 
End (the latter was later withdrawn), installation of the skate park, re-development 
of the community centre, burying of overhead cables at Station Rd, commissioning 
a survey of the Churchyard wall, providing financial support through section 137 for 
clubs and societies active in the village, installing new notice boards, establishing 
a website, registering all Parish Council owned land with land registry, applying 
for and being awarded £4,571 in a grant from Awards for All for new furniture in 
community buildings and providing input to the Greensand Ridge Development 
Group.

Financial report – accounts were made available.  Precept for 2009-10 has been set 
at a 5% increase on previous year.  Income was higher than expected this year due 
to higher interest, increased letting income and external funding.  Expenditure was 
under budget.

Thanks given to all who have made a contribution to the work of the council, staff, 
councillors and volunteers – including those who man the library, pavement warden 
scheme volunteers, and Ray Daisley who, among other jobs, opens and closes the 
community centre car park.

County and District councillor Sebastian Kindersley and District Councillor Bridget 
Smith- topics included recycling, housing futures, sustainable energy programme, 
START arts development group, County elections, guided busway, congestion 
charges, fire service, police panel and bus services.

Reports from Gamlingay charities and organisations – Mucky pups, Forward 
Gamlingay!, health visitors, the carbon tsar and care club all made presentations.



Friendship Coffee 
Mornings

All welcome

Thursday 4th June
Philippa Smalls,
43 Green End

If you need a lift, 
please contact 
Gerry Brunt on 
01767 650 693

Booklinks

At the April meeting we were pleased to welcome two new 
readers who joined the discussion of Barack Obama’s ‘Dreams 
from my Father: A Story of Race and Inheritance’ which was 
written long before he was a candidate for the Presidency. All 
agreed this is a perceptive book, beautifully written and revealing 
so much about his family and upbringing. The book which reads 
like a novel tells how he was born into a simple life and what 
it means to grow up black in modern America . Details of his 
early years, his education, the drugs, his Harvard years and his 
extended family is made all the more fascinating for the fact that 
this man is the first black US President and the first to come from 
such a modest start in life.

 
While talking about the simple village life in Kenya , 
the home of his Father and to which Obama returns, 
we mentioned the series of books by Alexander 
McCall Smith, set in an African Village about 
The No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency which most 

of us had read and which has recently been televised. We all 
felt disappointed that the main character Precious 
Ramotswe as portrayed on screen had not been 
captured well enough for our liking and did not 
match the character of our imaginations! 
  
Two autobiographies were also mentioned which 
could be interesting; Jenni Murray’s ‘Memoirs of 

a Not So Dutiful Daughter and one that we have spoken about 
before, Clarissa Dixon-Wright’s ‘Spilling the Beans’, perhaps 

autumn choices or for the speedy readers an extra 
holiday read!

The library is rounding up copies of ‘the Almost 
Moon’ by Alice Sebold. 



From Plainsong to Worship Song
A celebration of English church music 

through the ages
 

Performed by the Benefice Choir of 
Gamlingay and Everton

to mark the 900th anniversary of the 
Diocese of Ely

Including anthems and organ music by 
English composers 

with congregational hymns and songs.

St Mary the Virgin - Gamlingay
Sunday 21 June 2009

6.30 pm 
Tickets £5 – Includes Refreshments

Proceeds to charities including Niassa in 
Mozambique 

St Mary’s Church Gamlingay
Traditional Fete

  

6 June 2009
Opening by Pam Rhodes

To be held in the grounds of Taylard 
House, Church Lane, Gamlingay
2pm until 6pm - Admission Free

Traditional Stalls, Games, Bouncy 
Castle, Refreshments, Grand Raffle 
Gamlingay Village College Choir  -  

Gamlingay First School Choir
Sarah Elizabeth School of Performing 
Arts  -  Green Goddesses Folk Group
Historical Fancy Dress Competition: 

Theme: the last 900 years
Visit ye olde website for 
further details:  www.
gamlingaychurch.co.uk



SELF PUBLISHING
by Roderick Starksfield

For quite a time now, I have been 
writing a book – fiction, a follow-on 
to the Swallows and Amazons stories 
by Arthur Ransom.  The time period is 
towards the end of the Second World 
War.  

The biggest problem I could see was 
getting it published.  Firstly you need 
to get a publishing agent.  This is quite 
a task.  There seem to be thousands 
of them out there, but finding the 
right one can be a nightmare.  Many 
will only take certain types of books, 
others will only accept authors with 
previously published works etc.  Even 
then, checking through the comments 
and notes from agents, there are very 
few books taken on.  I heard on the 
radio an interview with an agent who 
commented that she receives up to two 
thousand submissions a year, but will 
only accept one or two new authors.  
The thought of this problem, trying 
maybe a dozen or more agents, with 
little hope of getting anything at the end 
was too depressing.

Self publishing has had a bad name.  It 
used to apply to writers who would pay 
a publisher, often a considerable sum 
of money – maybe up to £2000 – to 
publish a book.

We are now in the electronic age and 
things have changed.  There is now a 
process known as Print On Demand 
(POD).  This production method means 
that they can print one, or a hundred (or 
more, or less) books at any time. My 
understanding is that this is something 
like a warehouse full of laser printers, 
and a conveyor belt system that 
transfers the printed pages to various 
binding machines, folding and cropping 
machines, cover printers etc.

There are now several companies who 
can help you to use this system.  The 
one I chose was Lulu (www.lulu.com).

Before getting my main book published, 
I thought I would try out the system.  
To this end I had a book I wrote for my 
children (about thirty years ago!) about 
a Church Spider.  This was an ideal 
project to see how the system worked.  
It would also contribute some much 
needed funds for our local church.

This book is now available from the 
Church or in the Crafty Cupcake.

The system is very simple, you supply 
the main text, and cover design (Lulu 
can make a default cover for you if you 
wish), this is then uploaded to Lulu 
who will then enable this to be printed 
using a POD method.  Obviously it is in 
Lulu’s interest to help sell your books!  
To this end they can supply you with an 
ISBN number (a worldwide registered 
number for books) if you wish to take 
this route.  With the ISBN route they 
will also get your book listed on Barnes 
and Noble, Amazon, W H Smith etc. 

The range of book formats is enormous:
A great many sizes from small to A4
Cover systems from paper back 
- stapled or ‘perfect bound’ (the glued 
spine method), spiral bound to hard 
cover – including a dust jacket if you 
wish.

They can also provide a method of 
printing Photo Albums, Calendars, Year 
books etc.

The problems!
You are totally responsible for the book 
interior, there are no proof readers, 
compositors, editors 
etc.

Lulu can help you in 
this by providing a 
free download of a 
Word Template for any 
of the sizes they print 
in.  This template has 
all the right settings 
for margins etc, the 
margin nearer the 
spine must be wider 
than the outer edge, 
this must obviously 
change for odd and 
even page numbers.  
Producing a Word 
document  can be 
helpful, as word can 
cope with odd/even 
page breaks, different 
page number styles 
(roman – i,ii,iii,iv for 
introductory pages 
and normal numbers 
– 1,2,3 etc for the main 
text).  Word can also 
generate a Table of 
Contents automatically 
generated from 

stylised chapter headings, or an index, if 
your book requires one.  

BUT NOTE: all this is your 
responsibility!

Once you have uploaded the book, Lulu 
will convert it to an Adobe PDF file 
ready for printing.  It is a good idea to 
download this pdf file to check it, as 
occasionally there can be problem, for 
example if you have used a font not on 
their list and you haven’t embedded this 
font in your Word document.

Next step is to order a proof copy.  This 
should arrive in about three or four 
days.  It is incredibly exciting to receive 
this copy, your own published book!

If everything is OK, check back into 
Lulu, set the price you want to charge 
for the book, and make it available to 
the public, either through Lulu’s own 
sales area, or if you have gone down 
the ISBN route, available through the 
regular publishing methods.

It takes about three or four days to order 
as many copies as you want.  Have fun 
– get into publishing!
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COLD CALLING
from Roderick Starksfield

Sunday, 19th April at approximately 
10.50am

Ring, ring.
Me: “Hello…”
Answer: “Good morning, we are a 
national company and we have selected 
your postal code area for a special offer 
on fitted kitchens.  Can I ask you a few 
questions?”
“er… well I suppose so…”
“Firstly, are you the owner of the 
property?”
“No, but you were very lucky to catch 
me in, I have only just come out of 
church”
“OK, no problem.  I trust you are well 
today?”
I replied that my arthritis was playing 
up, but not too bad and that it was a 
lovely day.
“We have a fantastic range of kitchen 
unit, with a vast range of surfaces, and 
we also can fit kitchen appliances …”, 
he went on for some time about how 
good their service was and they had 
many satisfied customers.
Eventually, when I could get a word in I 
commented:
“There may be couple of small 
problems.  Firstly, this is a listed 
building…”
“No problem, we have covered this type 
of work before and can cope with all the 
paperwork.”
“The other problem is that the building 
is a bit on the small side”
“It is amazing how we can fit units into 
small spaces.  Our design team can….” 
etc, etc.
“Well, it really is small, only about one 
metre square”
Short pause – this obviously stumped 
him.
“In fact it is a public phone box outside 
the church, I heard it ringing, so I 
thought I would answer it”
There was a click as he put the phone 
down.
Background information.
The Telephone box outside the church 
really is a listed building!
If you have been pestered by cold 
calling, sign on to the Preference Call 
list; the service is free, just contact your 
phone company.  The principle is that 
cold callers are required to check the 
number they wish to call against the list, 
and not call that number, with a large 
fine if they do, and the possibility of 
their line being disconnected!

News from 

The Lodge 
nature reserve,
 by Peter Bradley

We are again approaching the longest 
day (24th June). The long hours of 
daylight mean there’s lots of time for 
all sorts of wildlife to find food. Now 
that the canopies of the trees are fully 
in leaf, it’s not always so easy to see 
them, but birds are still singing – just! 
There’s still a few weeks to enjoy the 
last snatches of birdsong.
It’s easier to see buzzards and hobbies. 
Hobbies are the small, very fast falcons 
that bomb around like big swifts, 
chasing after dragonflies and other 
insects; they can even catch swallows 
and martins. They nest in the pines (we 
think, though we haven’t yet found 
a definite nest site). There are lots of 
buzzards at The Lodge, too – these 
big birds of prey love to soar and call 
above the hilltops: hot, sunny mornings 
can bring two or three pairs together 
above the RSPB headquarters, or over 
Galley Hill. It’s quite likely that 2500 
years ago, when people lived at Galley 
Hill, they would have seen buzzards 
and hobbies above them, as they tended 
their sheep on the heath, collected 
honey from their bee skips, and mended 
their round houses inside the hillfort.
The new heath is coming along very 
well now: there are lots of fresh green 
heather plants – many of which will 
flower in July or August for the first 
time, and then seed more of the bare 
ground. A close look reveals that the soil 
is being colonised by lots of heathland 
plants now – thin-leaved heathland 
grasses, sheep sorrel, forget-me-nots, 
speedwell, and the tiny parsley piert: all 
were lost when the area was blanketed 
in conifers, but have now returned. 
There are lots of little, round holes in 
the sandy ground too, where bees and 
beetles scrabble and buzz. Why not join 
us to find out more about our secretive 
invertebrate treasures, by coming on 
one of the events this month? 
The Lodge reserve is open every day of 
the week, from dawn to dusk, and there 
are plenty of organised events: just ring 
to book. Entry is included in the car-
parking fee - £4 a car for non-members, 
free if you are members or just visiting 

SPRING HAS SPRUNG 
AT MUCKY PUPS

Messy Play Toddler Group for Under 5s
St Mary’s Church Hall, Gamlingay

We all know most children love to get 
messy but equally we all know most 
of us don’t appreciate the mess in our 
homes!  Where better to spend your 
Tuesday mornings than at MUCKY 
PUPS!   A safe environment for your 
child to reap the benefits of messy play 
as well as allowing their imagination to 
run wild either inside with our selection 
of toys and creative activities or out in 
our garden.  (We have a small baby area 
too!) 

We are a non-profit-making toddler 
group run by volunteers (mostly 
childminders) focusing on messy and 
creative play…yes that means we play 
with anything from baked beans to 
shaving foam, create anything from a 
simple painting to a more challenging 
creation as well as introducing the 
children to cooking and growing 
vegetables.  It’s always advisable to 
wear old clothes, both child and parent 
or carer plus as the warmer weather 
approaches we will be playing with 
water…a change of clothes is strongly 
recommended (more for the child!)    

The thought of visiting a toddler group 
for the first time can be daunting for 
even the most confident of people so 
at MUCKY PUPS we will always 
introduce you to some of our regular 
visitors.  A familiar face and a chat over 
a coffee whilst helping your child to 
enjoy and achieve can be as rewarding 
for the parent/carer as it is for the child.  
Dads that includes you! 

So give it a go, come along NEXT 
TUESDAY 9.30am – 11.30am.  It’s 
£2.00 for your first child + 25p per 
additional child.  Refreshments are 
FREE which include a healthy snack 
donated each week by Woodview Farm 
Shop (or Gamlingay Farm Shop as 
many us know it!)

For more 
information 
contact Barbie on 
650244 or Louise 
on 651999.
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the shop. The shop (01767 680541) is 
open every day and has everything for 
people who love nature. 
 
Some of our events over the next few 
weeks:
Birds for beginners, Thursday 4th 
June, 10am – 12 noon. An informal and 
relaxing stroll in the woods, identifying 
woodland birds by sight and sound.
Spider Stroll, Saturday 13th June, 
11am – 1pm. Join spider expert Ian 
Dawson for a closer look at these 
fascinating creatures. Booking is 
essential – telephone 01767 680541 to 
book.
History of an Iron Age hill fort, 
Monday 22nd June, 2-4pm. Explore 
Galley hill with us, and find out about 
the people who built it, 2500 years ago.
Insect walk, Sunday 28th June. Join 
us for a walk celebrating our creepy 
crawlies during National Insect Week, 
and discover some of the smaller 
wildlife of The Lodge.

The Hub

LATEST ON THE 
COMMUNITY CENTRE 

REDEVELOPMENT
The Hub group has now determined 
the design of the new building with 
its Architect, Dan Jones. A further 
consultation meeting will have been 
held for all existing and new users in 
May. Planning Application has now 
been submitted.

Design team meetings for the main 
consultants are continuing, and the 
timetable/ programme has been 
confirmed, subject to funding.

The Community Centre will be 
available for bookings until 1st January 
2010, when the hall will be closed and 
the site will pass to the builder.

The works programme is likely to last 
approximately 4 months, and the hall 
should reopen in April 2010.

An application to support energy 
efficiency /environmental measures 
has been made to the Lottery under 
its CSEP programme, and further 
funding applications are following –i.e 
Low Carbon Buildings programme, 
Football Foundation, and to 
South Cambridgeshire DC Sports 
Development funding. We are also 
investigating Sport England Rural 
Project funding, County Council Youth 
programme funding (OXSIPS) and Arts 
Council funding. 

Latest organisations signing up to use 
the building are the County Councils 
Children’s Centre Manager, and the 
Gamlingay Historical Society. We have 
also received expressions of interest 
from Arts/Theatre workshop group/s.

The Parish Council will have to make 
a decision whether the first and second 
phases of the project are completed 
simultaneously, or just phase one of the 
project goes forward in January 2010. 
This will be dependant upon external 
funding availability.

If you are a member of a group and 
think you would be interested in hiring 
space in this new facility, please contact 
us for more information. 
More details to follow next month!

For comments and further information, 
please contact Mrs B Smith, Project 
Facilitator, C/O Gamlingay Parish 
Council- Tel (01767) 650310.

SPRING FEVER
St Neots and District Cats Protection 
have had a very successful Winter, 
despite a shortage of food half way 
through.  The Branch continues to steadily 
accommodate and re-home cats with 
regularity.  The number of cats through 
the door has been steady and consistent 
but new home availability is lower 
than usual probably as a result of the 
financial downturn.  Kitten numbers have 
been lower as a result of our extremely 
successful free neutering scheme in 

2008, however, it is still early days and 
probably the calm before the storm.

HARD TO HOME CATS
We still have 3 hard to home cats 
within the branch and they have been 
with us for several months.  All are 
healthy but show some signs of stress 
or nervousness at times.  All they need 
are experienced owners who have time 
and patience.  All are to be homed 
separately.  Scamp - 4yrs, Large Black 
and White Male, quiet and nervous.  
Ed - 2 yrs, Large Black Semi-Coated 
Male, lovely cat but needs to be homed 
with no other pets and a sleeping area 
with hard floors as he has a skin allergy.  
Stevie G, 18 months, Beautiful Large 
Black Semi-Coated Male,  spoilt and 
very demanding young man, no other 
cats with him as he shows signs of 
aggression towards them.  Fine with his 
original owner but will need his new 
owner to learn to understand him and 
meet all his demands, not suitable with 
children.  

FREE NEUTERING SCHEME
We still have funds available to assist 
with the cost of neutering and spaying 
cats.  Contact us now to obtain your 
voucher.  Neutering prevents the birth of 
unwanted kittens, spraying, fighting and 
the spread of infectious diseases.  Don’t 
delay, phone us now.

GOOD QUALITY BRIC-A-BRAC 
NEEDED
Our charity shop in Cross Keys Mall, 
St Neots continues to be our main 
source of revenue.  They really need 
good quality bric-a-brac to sell in the 
shop.  (No Electrical Items, we have 
to pay to dispose of any unsaleable 
goods).  Please take your goods to the 
shop or contact us for other local drop-
off points.  Donations of cat food are 
always needed.

TEL:  01480 476696
This number is manned by volunteers, 
if no answer, please leave a message 
and your call will be returned within 24 
hours.
http://stneots.cats.org.uk/



Neighbourhood 
Watch

21/28th March  Station Rd. Between 1400 & 
1700

thieves were seen loading a 
white van with wood at the rear 
of the premises 

23/24th March Waresley Rd. Between 1630 & 
0845

a Honda CRV was vandalised 
when eggs were thrown at it 
causing damage

25/26th March Cinques Rd.  Between 1800 & 
0800

thieves stole four hubcaps from 
a Vauxhall Astra

29th March Waresley Rd  At 1300 a vehicle was vandalised when 
the door mirror was damaged.

27/30th March. Green End Between 1530 & 
0800

the front entrance to a building 
suffered fire damage 

29/30th March Green End Between 2000 & 
0800

Sat-Nav was stolen from a 
Citroen Berlingo glove box

29/31st March  Charnocks 
Close

Between 1800 & 
1000

a Vauxhall Vectra was 
vandalised, damaging  the door 
mirror & windscreen wiper. 

30/31st March Stocks Lane Between 2000 & 
0850

a Peugeot 205 was vandalised 
causing damage to the door 
mirror. 

30/31st March Grays Road  Between 0900 & 
1300

a Seat Ibitha was vandalised 
causing damage to the door 
mirror.

4/5th April Green End  Between 1700 & 
0900

thieves stole front & rear 
number plates from a Vauxhall 
Corsa 

6th April Church St. At 2139 A shoplifter entered the store, 
picked up packet of minced 
beef and left the store without 
making payment.

6/7th April Beech Side Between 2230 & 
0700

a garage broken into & 
property stolen.

7th April  Church St. At 1655 a shoplifter stole five beef 
joints putting them in a Hessian 
shoulder bag.

7/8th April  Greenacres Between 2330 & 
0855 

thieves stole diesel from a 
vehicle.  

7/8th April  School 
Close

Between 1800 & 
0800

thieves broke into a garage & 
outbuilding &stole a chainsaw 
and generator.

14th April Stocks Lane At 1340 vandals threw a can of lager 
over a fence smashing two 
panes of glass in a greenhouse  

14/15th April  Elizabeth 
Way

 Between 0900 & 
0715

thieves stole a power tool from 
a Ford Transit.

15th April  Mill St. At 2300 vandals smashed four panes of 
glass in the ground floor of a 
building
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Stunning fragrance, soft and rich 
colours and a pleasure to be with, 
June is rose time in the garden. Here 
are some of my favourites, their 
best purpose and where to visit rose 
gardens.

Fragrance
Margaret Merril - white flowers with 
a superb shape, highly scented. Height 
90cm
Evelyn – large apricot pink flowers, 
a modern English shrub rose with a 
wonderful fragrance. Height 1.2m
Charles de Mills – unique colouring, a 
mixture of purples and deep reds and 
gorgeous fragrance. Height 90cm

Climbing
Zéphrine Drouhin – thornless, cerise-
pink climber with lovely scent. Height 
3m
Blush Noisette – tightly formed blush 
pink flowers, an old variety. Height 3m
Madame Alfred Carrière – clusters of 
white and pink flushed flowers. Also 
suitable for a north wall. Height 4m

Shrub roses for small gardens
Comte de Chambord – very fragrant 
pink-lilac blooms, repeat flowers. 
Height 90cm
Rosa Mundi – a striking and very old 
rose, flowers have splashes of pink and 
white. Height 90cm
Macmillan Nurse – a modern shrub rose 
with old fashioned style fragrant white 
rosette flowers. Height 90cm.

Hedging
Buff Beauty – fragrant apricot-yellow 
flowers throughout the summer. Height 
1.5m
Great Maiden’s Blush – an old rose with 
strongly scented blush pink flowers and 
good foliage. Height 1.5m
Fru Dagmar Hastrup – clear rose pink 
single flowers and superb autumn 
foliage colour, followed by large 
crimson hips. Height 90cm

Shade tolerant
Félicité Parmentier – scented soft pink 
flowers and grey foliage. Height 1.5m
Madame Isaac Pereire – huge shaggy 
flowers of mauve-crimson, heavily 
scented. Height 1.5m+
Frühlingsgold – modern shrub rose with 
large golden-yellow flowers. 1.5m+

Visit a rose garden
Gardens of the Rose, The Royal 
National Rose Society, Chiswell Green, 
St. Albans, Hertfordshire
The Manor, Hemingford Grey, 
Huntingdon
Peter Beales Roses, Attleborough, 
Norfolk
David Austin Roses, Albrighton, 
Wolverhampton
Mannington Gardens, Saxthorpe, 
Norfolk
Hidcote Manor, Gloucestershire (NT)
Mottisfont Abbey, Romsey, Hampshire 
(NT)
Queen Mary Rose 
Gardens, Regents 
Park, London
Sissinghurst 
Castle, Kent 
(NT)
Wisley Gardens, 
Surrey (RHS 
headquarters)

Can you imagine yourself being the 
nun that is sitting at her desk grading 
these papers all the while trying to 
keep a straight face and maintain her 
composure!
 Pay special attention to the wording 
and spelling. If you know the bible 
even a little, you’ll find this hilarious! 
It comes from a catholic elementary 
school test. Kids were asked questions 
about the old and new testaments. The 
following statements about the bible 
were written by children. They have not 
been retouched or corrected, incorrect 
spelling has been left in.
1. In the first book of the bible, 
guinessis. God got tired of creating the 
world so he took the sabbath off.
2. Adam and Eve were created from 
an apple tree. Noah’s wife was Joan of 
Ark. Noah built and ark and the animals 
came on in pears.
3. Lots wife was a pillar of salt during 
the day, but a ball of fire during the 
night.
4. The Jews were a proud people and 
throughout history they had trouble with 
unsympathetic genitals.
5. Sampson was a strongman who let 
himself be led astray by a jezebel like 
Delilah.
6. Samson slayed the philistines with 
the axe of the apostles.
7. Moses led the Jews to the red sea 
where they made unleavened bread 
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LIBRARY 

OPENING HOURS

TUESDAY 16.00 - 20.00

THURSDAY 17.00 - 19.00

SATURDAY 10.30 - 12.30
DID YOU KNOW ..?
… that your village library is situated 
at the Village College and is open three 
sessions a week?
… when you join Gamlingay library, 
you are automatically a member of 
Cambridgeshire Library? You may use 
your library card at any Cambridgeshire 
library and are able to request books 
online for you to collect at Gamlingay.
… your village library is run by 
volunteers? If you would like to 
volunteer, you enjoy meeting people 
and are able to offer one hour a week, 
please come in to Library during 
opening hours.
… becoming a member of Gamlingay 
library gives you access to free internet 
use? Ask at the Library desk for full 
details.
… your village library regularly 
receives 100 new book titles? 
… membership is FREE?
If you would like to join the library, 
simply bring along  ID 
(e.g. passport, driving licence, utility 
bill, bank statement) 
and start enjoying the benefits! 
(Children under 16 must be 
accompanied by a responsible adult).
Renewals may be made on 0845 
045 5225 or online at http://www.
cambridgeshire.gov.uk/leisure/libraries/

which is bread without any ingredients.
8. The Egyptians were all drowned in 
the dessert. Afterwards, Moses went 
up to Mountcyanide to get the ten 
commandments
9. The first commandments was when 
eve told Adam to eat the apple.
10. The seventh commandment is thou 
shalt not admit adultery.
11. Moses died before he ever reached 
Canada then Joshua led the Hebrews in 
the battle of Geritol.
12. The greatest miricle in the bible is 
when Joshua told his son to stand still 
and he obeyed him.
13. David was a Hebrew king who was 
skilled at playing the liar. He fought the 
finkelsteins, a race of people who lived 
in biblical times.
14. Solomon, one of David’s sons, had 
300 wives and 700 porcupines.
15. When Mary heard she was the 
mother of Jesus, she sang the Magna 
Carta.
16. When the three wise guys from the 
east side arrived they found Jesus in the 
manager.
17. Jesus was born because Mary had an 
immaculate contraption.
18. St. John the blacksmith dumped 
water on his head.
19. Jesus enunciated the golden rule, 
which says to do unto others before they 
do one to you. He also explained a man 
doth not live by sweat alone.
20. It was a miricle when Jesus rose 
from the dead and managed to get the 
tombstone off the entrance.



LEFTOVERS 

One of hubby’s hobbies is restoring cars, in bits. 
He’ll take a chunk of metal, and coax it ‘till it fits. 
With axles, tyres and engine, he’ll drive it near and far.
And with the bits Leftover - he’ll start another car.

With bricks and wood and nails he’s a whiz at making sheds.  
From mower-size to summerhouse, they really turn some heads.  
He’ll swiftly build extensions, suffice for man and spouse,
And with the stuff Leftover - he could build another house.

Quilting is my hobby, I love to stitch and match.  
Materials so vibrant, they add on patch by patch.  
To throw away the trimmings would fill me with such guilt  
So, with the scraps Leftover, I start another quilt.

I used to have a recipe called Friendship Cake - for tea.  
One had to split the mixture and divide it into three.  
A third one gave to friend (or foe!) A third your cake would make.  
And with the third Leftover, you’d begin another cake.

Now, words are just so wonderful, their rhythm and their timing.  
They queue themselves up in a line and (sometimes) end up 
rhyming.  
There’re always plenty of them, all eager for a home  
So, with the ones Leftover, you can start another poem!

Gill Spaul.August.2001.



Community Centre 
Treasurer needed

Following the AGM, there is a vacancy 
for a treasurer at the Community 

Centre.

If you are interested in this position, 
please contact the clerks at the Parish 

Council for details: 650 310

Thank you

GAMLINGAY CARE 
CLUB (Out-of-School 

Club)
Club News: A Holiday Club was held 
for 3 days during the Easter half term 
break.
Themed events such as, an egg hunt, 
making chocolate nests, egg decorating 
and bunny making as well as other 
craft and creative activities took place. 
Chocolate Easter eggs were donated by 
the local village and other superstores 
with fresh fruit being provided by the 
local Farm Shop.  A really great time 
was had by all.
A special one-off Holiday Club was 
held on Monday 20th April on Teachers 
Training Day which was well attended.  
All the children enjoyed indoor 
activities and, due to the weather being 
kind, made full use of the outdoor toys 
and equipment.
Special one-off events are planned 
to take place during the school term 
and half term breaks when specialists 
and artists will be presenting and 
demonstrating their skills.  The first 
event is a bubble workshop run by 
Bubbleon, expert bubbleologists, this 
is being held on Wednesday, 27th May 
2009.
A report will follow in the next issue of 
the Gazette.
Posters placed on local and school 
notice boards, in shop windows and 
featured in the local press will advertise 
all Holiday Clubs and special events– 
‘look out for them’.

Children from reception age to 13 
years, including children with special 
needs, are most welcome to attend 
the Care Club.  We are open Monday 
to Friday during school term with a 
breakfast Club from 8 to 9am and 
an after school Club from 3.30 to 
6pm.   Regular 3 day Holiday Clubs 
are held during all school holidays.  A 
nourishing snack is provided during all 
sessions, special diets catered for when 
necessary.  We are always pleased to 
see new members and if you would like 
to know more, pay a visit to the Old 
Chapel, Green End, during our opening 
hours or alternatively ring Angela on 
07816 892886.

Note: We will be running a fundraising 
tombola stall together with a 2nd hand 
book sale at the First School ‘Summer 
Fayre’ on 20th June – make sure you 
pay us a visit.

Joyce Dixon and Jean 
Buckingham are no longer 
operating the Webb Ivory 
catalogue. 
Should anyone wish to take it on, 
they would be happy to assist.

They wish to express their thanks 
to all their loyal customers

BigglesFM 

will be back on-air from 
Friday 19th June for a summer 
broadcast, tune in on 87.9FM or 
the internet www.bigglesfm.com 
The station will be playing 
from a very wide selection of 
music including your requests, 
community announcements and 
events, many guests will be 
popping in for a chat throughout 
the day and our popular live 
band evening will be running 
every Wednesday.
You can contact them on 01767 
260111 or Text 07710457495  
Email studio@bigglesfm.com



New Telephone Contact Numbers for Cambridge County Council

Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult’s Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221

General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0345 045 5206
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361



































WHAT’S ON IN JUNE

Booklinks First Thursday of the month Contact: Chantelle 650 753

Thursday, 4th June The Return by Victoria Hislop meeting at Crafty Cupcake

History Society Meets in the Resource Centre at the Village College at 7.30pm on 
the second Monday of each month. 

Monday, 8th June Hasells Hall and Pym family with Barry Groom

Mucky Pups

Tuesday mornings Messy play for under 5’s. 9.30 to 11.30am Church Hall £2.

Over 50’s walks

Wednesday 24th June, Thursday 
23rd July, Wednesday 19th August.

9.30 start from Community Centre Car park. New members 
welcome. Contact Lindsay Bygraves in Mill Street for further details.

Potton and Gamlingay Health 
Walks

Every Thursday 10.00 am start. Ring Pat on 01767 650132 for details. These walks 
are led by two trained health walkers.

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New 
members most welcome. tel: 651 025 

new aganda awaited

WI

Tuesday, 16th June Mrs Jane Stark Phoenix Group for Deaf Children

Tuesday 21st July Mr Peter Hering speaking on Diamonds

Wildlife Trust

Tuesday, 28th July Hardwick Wood family event 2-4pm

Friday, 18th September Creatures of the night at Gamlingay Wood. Please book.

Gardening Club

Saturday, 11th July Day outing to Norwell nurseries and Barnsdale Gardens. Guests 
welcome Call Liz Taylor 650 600 for details

Wednesday, 2nd September Theresa Knight building show gardens

Open Garden

Sunday, 14th June 2pm to 5pm Lt Chishill Manor. Admission £3 children free, guide 
dogs only. Home made teas and plants for sale. Jazz band



WHAT’S ON IN JUNE

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, 
refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, WI Hall.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting., WI Hall.

Hatley Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 651982.

3rd Tuesday of alternate months.
Tuesday, 21st July

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. All welcome. We 
meet every other month and further information can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or noticeboards.

The Gazette

Monday, 1st June Copy deadline for July/August double edition

Monday, 3rd August Copy deadline for September edition

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Goodwin on 654 830 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month

Guild of St Mary

Monday, 15th June Outing to South Farm and Brook Cottage

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff 
Bruerton on 650748.

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown 01767 650978.

1st and 3rd Monday of month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

Social Club All events starting at 8.30 pm. New members welcome.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.

Denny Abbey

Saturday 6th June to Sunday 7th 
June

Art weekend workshop. Adults from beginners to advanced. Bring 
own materials and lunch. Booking essential 10-4pm £25 for 2 days, 
£15 for single day Corrina 01223 860988



By the time you read this 
The Crafty Cupcake 
would have been 

opening its doors for 3 whole months! 
And what a 3 months its been!! Firstly 
if you don’t mind I’d like to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone who has 
supported this nuts idea of mine! On the 
whole the reception has been fantastic 
and a real feeling of community spirit 
has started to develop within our 4 
walls. A note of special thanks goes 
to our district councillor and general 
good egg Bridget Smith.  She has been 
a wealth of information and a brilliant 
sounding board for my many ideas. 
A big thank you Bridget I really have 
appreciated your help and advice.

 Anyway - The Crafty Cupcake. How 
did it all begin?  I’m beginning to ask 
myself the same question!! I’ve gone 
from being a lady that lunches and mum 
of 2,  to a full time employer with 5 
staff! Talking of Staff thank you girls 
(and boys) for all your hard work for 
not much pay!! I really couldn’t have 
done this without you. Some of you 
may already know that I have been 
in the village for 7 years and have 
dabbled in various businesses. Anyone 
remember the fancy dress shop? Yep 
that was me! Well the time had come, 
the children were getting older and 
needing me less and I needed something 
to stretch my talents! Hidden though 
they are! I had been fortunate to be 

working alongside the Ridler Brothers 
in Thomas Tate for 6 months when 
unfortunately their business closed. A 
sign of the times sad though it is. Well 
a  loss  for Gamlingay was my gain. I 
guess you could say right place right 
time! After finally taking the plunge and 
applying for change of use, which took 
8 weeks I finally had the keys. So the 
fun began! After decorating and putting 
new flooring in (thank you Jamie) 
and complying with the necessary 
Environmental Health requirements 
we were ready for business. The doors 
opened on 23rd February and we 
haven’t looked back since.  Its been 
tough, getting the suppliers right, the 
staff right and the pricing right. But I 
think we have got it just about spot on. 
Talking of suppliers I am using, where 
possible local people and produce. 
For example our cakes if not made in 
house are made in the village by Linda 
Woodcraft, our milk is supplied by 
Blunham Dairy and our eggs from just 
up the road in Waresley. On our menu 
we don’t just serve cakes.  Obviously 
they are crucial and our Carrot cake 
has become something of a legend. 
However alongside the cakes we serve 
light lunches including soup, Caesar 
salad and Panini’s.  All less than £5. 
Tell me where you can get lunch for less 
than £5 around here? Maybe I should 
say here that the coffee is the best you 
can get, 80% Arabica Beans and 20% 

Robusta. These two beans combined 
make a fab Cappuccino or latte. We also 
do several specialty teas for those who 
can’t take the caffeine!

The other side to The Crafty Cupcake 
is the craft.  Craft has always played a 
part in my life and I have enjoyed many 
happy times with my mum around the 
kitchen table chatting through the events 
of the day whilst crafting together.  This 
is a tradition that we have passed to 
my daughter, Amber, who thinks she 
is the next Dawn Bibby! Crafting is 
a brilliant way to meet new friends, 
learn a new skill and have a real sense 
of achievement when your project is 
finished.  Some of the craft workshops 
we have already run include, water 
colours, jewellery making and chocolate 
making. If you have a craft you would 
like to pass on to others then come 
and see me about running a workshop 
yourself or if you’d like to learn a 
particular craft but don’t know where 
to go then just ask. I will probably 
know someone that could help. The 
two main crafts we will be doing on a 
daily basis are Decopatch and pottery 
painting.  I am sure you have all seen 
these painting cafes around the larger 
towns, well we work on the same 
basis. You can turn up any day, adults 
and children alike, choose an item 
you’d like to decopatch or paint and 
spend a couple of hours enjoying the 
surroundings whilst working on your 
project. The decopatch you can take 
the same day but the pottery will have 
to be fired ready for you to collect after 
a couple of days.  If you run or are 
involved in a local group and you’d like 
something different to do on your next 
outing then pop in and see me for group 
bookings, craft is the perfect way to 
break barriers and meet new friends.  I 
am also offering free room hire to local 
groups who need somewhere to meet. 
All I ask is for you to purchase tea and 
coffee whilst you are here!!
 
 
Well I hope that has given you a little 
taster for The Crafty Cupcake and I look 
forward to welcoming you for a cuppa 
soon! Fay xx

Come in and relax with friends in a fun and friendly atmosphere.

On offer daily are homemade cakes, breakfasts, light lunches,
 freshly brewed coffee, traditional milkshakes a speciality, 
healthy option children's lunches and of course cupcakes.

Coming for May Half Term Painting, Pottery, Decopatch and Craft.
Regular Events such as:- Yummy Mummy Spa Days, Sugar Craft 
Demonstrations and Jewellery Designing.

Gifts Always available to meet all purses.
Children's Party bookings now being taken.

28 Church Street, Gamlingay, SG19 3JH

07791145744

advertising feature
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Come in and relax with friends in a fun and friendly atmosphere.

On offer daily are homemade cakes, breakfasts, light lunches,
 freshly brewed coffee, traditional milkshakes a speciality, 
healthy option children's lunches and of course cupcakes.

Coming for May Half Term Painting, Pottery, Decopatch and Craft.
Regular Events such as:- Yummy Mummy Spa Days, Sugar Craft 
Demonstrations and Jewellery Designing.

Gifts Always available to meet all purses.
Children's Party bookings now being taken.

28 Church Street, Gamlingay, SG19 3JH

07791145744

the  summer:-

Notes From a 
Smallish Village 

(cont)

An Ex-Pat Returns to the United 
Kingdom after Forty-one Years of 
Living in the Lower Forty of the 
U.S. and finds Everything Utterly 

Different
Prolegomena

So here I sit like a silly sod desperately 
trying to write an elegant sentence with a 
touch of humour in it hoping the meaning 
is incandescent like a million fireflies on 
a dark night or perhaps like a burst of rain 
on a bamboo forest, yet knowing inwardly 
I’ve lost what little nerve I used to have 
and the words slither in and out, illusive 
creatures hiding in the cratered canyons 
of my mind, myrmidons that once danced 
lightly on my finger tips. Orpheus went 
to the Underworld and returned to 
everyone’s surprise though foolishly he 
had disobeyed Hades’ command looking 
back to make sure his beautiful wife, 
Eurydice, was following in his footsteps 
and lost her forever until he died.  I seek 
again a powerful meiosis decked out in 
colourful flowers and always rediscover 
someone has done it before and so much 
better. Yet, like Simenon, I must write for 
the protean thoughts cannot be stilled.

We had three successive days of 
sunshine in July, albeit with clouds 
hovering silently overhead, with the 
temperatures in the late 70s and low 
80s (F, i.e., otherwise 23 to 26 C; I have 
not learned yet how to convert C into 
F as it involves a highly complicated 
mathematical formula – multiply by 4 and 
then take away 15 or is it 20 using your 
toes as an abacus). On the 3rd day nerves 
were on edge all over England, Scotland 
and Northern Ireland. [The Republic of 
Ireland, a.k.a. Eire is not mentioned on the 
broadcasts because it is beyond the Pale, 
meaning civilization never reached its 
shores. Not that it matters since it’s also 
known as the Emerald Isle; everything 
is greener than green as it never stops 
drizzling 360 days out of the year. And 
I can attest to that fact; I spent a very 
pleasant year in Dublin’s fair city where a 
few of the girls are so pretty: for you non-
Irish American yokels the reference is to 
a slightly edited song that fits along with 
Molly Malone’s cockles and mussels, It’s 
a long way to Tipperary and Danny Boy, 
the last of which causes Irish men and 

women who remember “The Troubles” 
to weep copiously]. Naturally, their 
anxiety ceased on the 4th day when the 
heavens burst, the temperature zipped 
downward and all was right again in 
this best possible of all possible worlds. 
As Reginald Hill, one of England’s 
finest mystery writers, put it, “The 
Greenhouse Effect could turn England 
into a second Sahara and the natives 
would still be convinced each hour of 
sunlight would be the last.”

I was watching the news the other 
evening with my sister and brother-in-
law. A segment came on regarding the 
uncouth activities of gormless teenagers 
who for want of any imagination spend 
their evenings wandering around tipping 
over garbage cans, throwing banana 
peels, rocks and anything else they can 
get their hands on at houses, cursing at 
the tops of their voices, breaking into 
cars and generally behaving as idiots, 
thugs, yobs, louts, churls, miscreants 
and mindless morons. So, one town 
in the Midlands declared a curfew 
for those under sixteen between the 
hours of 8 pm to 6 am and warned 
their parents that were responsible for 
enforcing it. Cut to a large man with 
son. Son whines, “It init [sic] fair. 
What’s the harm, we got nothing else 
to do!” Large man says, “Well, I tell 
him to say inside, but he won’t, so I 
have to follow him around.” I could not 
believe this clichéd scenario. England, 
my England, what has become of thee? 
I said to Pippa and Stan, “What I’d have 
done is take the brat by his ear, kicked 
his backside into the house and locked 
him in the cellar for the night. And if 

he ran away the next day I’d have said, 
‘Good riddance.’” Stan immediately 
responded, “You aren’t allowed to do 
that here. You can’t discipline your 
kids anymore. It’s against the law.”  
I mumbled and grumbled. Then I 
remembered how the good old Irish 
back in the late 50’s had handled the 
teddy boy problem – namely young 
goons swaggering around with switch 
blades scaring old ladies, ripping up 
cinema seats after watching “Bill Hailey 
& his Comets in Rock Around the Clock 
Tonight,” and so forth in Dublin. The 
Garda (police) set up a special squad 
consisting of very large men with batons 
who roamed the streets at night and beat 
the hell out of any teddy boys they came 
across. It wasn’t long before the teddies 
became as cautious as church mice. I 
mean I’m all for human rights, but there 
ought to be a limit; humans are in most 
essentials animals and thugs rank lower 
on the scale somewhat like slimy slugs 
attempting to invade your nostrils. And 
if the England Test Cricket Team can 
be humiliated by the South Africans, 
what’s the world coming to?

The following night there was a scene 
out of hell. Hundreds of young, meaning 
incredibly feckless, English people of 
both sexes had descended on a resort 
town on Crete where they got drunk, 
drugged, fought with each other, fought 
with the police, had indiscriminate 
sex and generally acted as if they’d 
been born with shrivelled brains. The 
wounded were carted off to the hospital; 
the girls hurried to the clinic in the 
morning seeking morning-after pills, 
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most not remembering whether they’d 
actually had intercourse but terrified that 
they might have. [It makes Spring Break 
in the U.S. when hordes of teenagers 
flock to the beaches of Florida look like 
a children’s party where the kiddies 
play musical chairs]. They should 
have listened to Albert Camus, though 
I doubt if any of them even know his 
name, “I shall tell you a great secret, my 
friend, do not wait for the last judgment. 
It takes place every day.” If God exists, 
as usual he wants no part of it because 
he’s too busy creating other universes 
in order to discover the mistakes he 
made when he made this one. As for 
Satan, if he exists, he must be laughing 
so satanically that he’s having trouble 
keeping his chest from exploding.

No, the obvious conclusion is that 
I should have stayed in England and 
become, like Cromwell, Lord Protector. 
Then all children from the ages of 7 to 
17 would have been sent to non-coed 
boarding schools where they would 
have been flogged on a regular basis, 
given ghastly food to eat, made to run 
5 miles every morning before breakfast 
and forced to listen to Bach, Beethoven, 
Mozart et al in their spare time. What 
a great Nation this would now be! And 
like Boris Johnson, Mayor of London, 
all the politicians would be hilariously 
inchoate and much beloved by all the 
people.

Mill Farm Road Run
-An enormous Thank you to 

everyone involved.-

Blessed with good weather, the 
inaugural Road Run in aid of the Gail 
Jakes Trust, fundraising on behalf 
of Sue Ryder at St John’s Hospice, 
Moggerhanger, took place on Saturday 
18th April 2009.
The Run, supported by local businesses 
and the Bedford Steam Engine 
Preservation Society saw in excess 
of 60 vehicles take part, including 
steam engines, tractors, classic cars, 
motorcycles and even a vintage bus! 
Three routes were available, depending 
on  chuff and human endurance!
A lunchtime stop was made at the John 
O’Gaunt pub at Sutton after negotiating 
the ford and numerous photographers. 
The Run then made its way to Potton 
Market Square to the amusement of 
many locals.

Entertainment followed the return to 
Mill Farm with a live band, bar and 
food late into the evening.
The sale of raffle tickets and many 
generous donations enabled the 
organiser, Mr Bob Jakes, on Friday24th 
April, to present a cheque for £1723.43 
to the hospice fundraising team led by 
Paula Priestley.
The organisers would like to express 
their thanks to all the entrants and 
sponsors for their support.
Initial feedback has been very good and 
the event may be repeated in 2010.





HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community Healthcare Appointments 651 150
Child Health Clinic Meet at Baptist 

Church hall
CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 696650
Car Care Scheme Sue McPherson 652 949
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency Fire 01223 376 217
Non-emergency Police 0845 4564 564
Community Police PC Lee Scott 0845 4564 564
Neighbourhood Watch Christine 

Theobald
651 051

PARISH COUNCIL Clerks, Kirstin 
Rayner Leanne 
Bacon 

650 310

Library 650 169
Forward Gamlingay Chair: Ian 

Wakeling
Hatley Parish Council Clerk, Mr. S. 

Kindersley
651 982

POLITICS
MP Andrew Lansley. 

Conservative.
01954 212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0845 0450 500

PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND EDUCATION 
Babies and Toddlers Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 940
Rainbow Preschool Diana Matthews 652 157
Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 676
Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 491

Natalie 691 477
GAMA Bridget Smith 650 510
Care Club Maureen Richardson 0781 6892 886
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
FIrst School Office 650 208
Carers Lunch Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Mr Peter Barham 650 677
Thursday Badminton Bridget Smith 650 510
Football Club Chair: Brian 

Culverhouse (youth 
teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian Culverhouse 651 020
Tennis Club Olivia Marsh 651 215
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
Community Centre Bookings Parish 

Clerk
650 310

St Mary’s Church Hall Kate Golding 651 215
WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George Village 
Hall

Sally Ward 651 337

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gamlingay and District 
Gardening Club

Jean Venning 
Membership 
Liz Tayler 

261 298

650 600
History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Skatepark Association Pauline Girdwood 651 091
Target Group Jackie Hough 651 070
Over 50’s walks Meeting at 

community centre 
Booklinks Chantelle 650 753
Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of Dance Susan Lucas, 316 518
St. Neot’s Model Railway 
Club

John Kneeshaw E mail: j.kneeshaw@
ntlworld.com 

Painting for Pleasure  Phyllis Jaquest 677 313
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian Kindersley 651 982
Jackie Hough 651 070

Gamlingay Writers Tracey Goodwin 654 830
www.gamlingaywritersorg.uk

Village Show Steve Mitchell 654 984
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s Almshouses 
Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian Kindersley

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District Round 
Table

Lee Packham Brown 650978

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay Guides Benita Scott 650 547
1st Gamlingay Brownies Maria Spence 0771 1161 618
1st Gamlingay Rainbows Helen Oldham 631 720
Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gamlingay Scouts Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Explorers Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Everton Cubs Barry Jefferd 261 000
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

CHURCHES
Baptist Church Minister, James 

Gilbert
651 519

St Mary The Virgin Rector: Steven 
Rothwell

650 568

New Life Fellowship Rev O R Inskip 01223 710373
SCHOOLS
First School Head J Newman 650 208
Village College Head  M Clark 650 360
First School Association Via school office 650 208
Village College Friends 
Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information

PARISH COUNCIL - email and web details
Clerks Leanne and Kirstin gamlingaypc@lineone.net
Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Chris Tomsett ctomsettgpc@tiscali.co.uk 
Vice Chairman Nick Bruce nbrucegpc@tiscali.co.uk



CATS 
We have been given the opportunity to 
have stalls at the following events, but 
need people to man them for us.  They 

are:
 

Hilton Fete - 7 June
Sawtry Fete - 2 June.
 
If you would like to get involved, you 
will need to be a member which costs 
£7.00.  Please phone Lesley on 01480 
391777 and let her know what you can 
do, it maybe a morning or afternoon.  
We need all the help we can get for 
fundraising events as we have to decline 
opportunities as we are not always able 
to provide the volunteers to man the 
stalls. Volunteers who man these stalls 
may be able to use the Branch van to 
transport the goods and promotional 
materials to the events.
 
Cats in urgent need of new homes
 
Scamp - Large Black & White Male 
- 3 years, quiet and a little shy but very 
sweet.
Ed - Large Black Male - 2yrs, needs 
home with no other pets as he has an 
allergic condition. Lovely temperament.
Scamp and Ed love each other and 
can go together but we will separate if 
needed.
 
Kizzy and Katie - 3 years, Black and 
Black and White females.  Lovely cats, 
fine with kids, need to go together.

On Being Wanted

A sunny Sunday, daughter calls,
“Come to lunch, dad, bring your 
tools”,
Holdbacks to fit, a gate to mend,
A list of jobs that has no end.

“We must cut back the brambles,
Not good where children play,
Don’t do it all today, dad,
Come back another day”.

“I have to go to town, dad,
I’ll leave the kids with you,
Don’t let them wear you out, dad,
There’s lots more jobs to do”.

I thought when I retired,
I’d get a little rest,
Then get a few of my jobs done,
Slowly and not pressed,

But mine are still a-waiting,
There’s really quite a bunch,
And theirs are always urgent,
But at least I get a lunch.

R J Hough



GAMLINGAY and 
DISTRICT HISTORY 

SOCIETY
Meets in the Library at the 

Village College
7.30pm on the second 
Monday of each month

June 8th
Hasells Hall and the Pym family

with Barry Groom

July 13th
AGM and social evening


