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Gamlingay Show 2009
This annual village event is fast approaching and it will soon be time 
to decide which classes you are going to enter. To help you make your 
choice, in this Gazette you should find a copy of the schedule and 

entry rules, together with entry 
forms. 
Spare copies of the entry forms 
and schedules may be obtained 
from the First School, the 
Village College and Cameron’s 
Newsagents. We are very grateful 
to these establishments for their 
help in this matter.
Following on from the success of 
last year’s ‘group’ entry, we’ve 
decided to keep this popular 
class for 2009 with the theme of 
‘HOLIDAYS’. So if your club, 
society or organisation would 
like to put in an entry, you may 
use any medium to produce a 
collage or mural on this theme.

The committee is very grateful to 
all those people who have offered 
help on the day but we still need 
more! So please don’t feel shy 
– just half-an-hour of your time 
on 19th September will make 
such a difference. 

Please contact the Show 
Committee on 07535300680 if 
you can offer help, wish to book 
a stall or place an advertisement 
in the Show programme.
If your club or society would like 
to be considered as a recipient 
of some of the proceeds from 
this year’s show, please put 
the request in writing and hand 
in at either: 2-4 The Cinques, 
Gamlingay or 69 Green Acres, 
Gamlingay
or by e-mail to 
gamlingay_show@
yahoo.co.uk

Proposed Change to Bedford Schools 
Structure

The present Bedford schools structure, and that of Gamlingay, is a 
three tier system consisting of a Lower (First) School (ages 5 to 9), 
a Middle School -our Village College- (ages 9 to 13) and an Upper 
School -commonly Stratton ,for our children. With this commonality 
of systems, our Middle School feeds seamlessly into Bedford’s Upper 
School.
There is a proposal to change the Bedford system to a two tier 
structure of Primary School (ages 5 to 11) and a Secondary School 
(ages 11 to 18). This may affect the Gamlingay schools; either causing 
them to also adopt two tiers, or that pupils from a continuing Middle 
School move on to a Secondary School where class patterns and 
associations are already established.
There are very diverse opinions based on more than these simple 
aspects: some concerning feasibility, some concerning finance, and 
some the potential disruption they see threatened.
It is not for The Gazette to argue for one side or the other, but it is for 
us to inform of a situation that will affect the village and its children.
It is important that you see both sides of the argument. It is not clear 
whether the opinions of Gamlingay will have any weight in Bedford 
but they should be expressed, either to influence Bedford or to 
influence the future structure of the Gamlingay schools.

There is information and argument for retaining the present structure 
on:
http://saveourmiddleschools.tripod.com (Note: no www).

There is also a blog with some contentious points on:
www.savemiddleschools.wordpress.com
Start reading this from the bottom!

A consultation document produced by Bedford puts the other side of 
the argument. This can be found on:
www.bedford.gov.uk/council_and_democracy/consultations/school_
organisation_review.aspx
(sorry about the length of the address, perhaps it is to discourage us!)



Moonlight Walk at Bedford in aid of St John’s 
Hospice, Moggerhanger

“Those who know me well will appreciate how eccentricity appeals to me. 
When I read that there was to be a Ladies midnight walk in aid of St.John’s 
Hospice, Moggerhanger this pushed all my buttons. The walk was 10 miles 
around Bedford starting at Midnight and 2,900 women participated. I found 
the walk very exhausting but rewarding and I had a huge sense of achieve-
ment. My sponsors will be glad to know that I have collected nearly £250 
so far and I would like to thank them very much for their support.” 
Lindy

‘Thank you to everyone who sponsored me. St John’s Hospice is such a 
good cause and the blister and aching muscles were all worth it. We walked 
the 10 miles in just over 3 hours in the company of so many other women 
who wanted to support the wonderful work that goes on at Moggerhanger.’ 
Jan

More than 90  Cambridgeshire 
walks to download and print 

FREE!

There’s no doubt about it, walking is 
good for you. It’s good for your heart, 
it’s good for your lungs, it’s good for 
the muscle and bone growth of your 
children and it’s good for your feeling 
of wellbeing! 
Strong scientific evidence now supports 
the many benefits to health of regular 
walking – it is recommended that we 
take at least 10,000 steps a day.

Studies show that walking can:
· Reduce the risk of coronary 
heart disease and stroke 
· Lower blood pressure 
· Reduce high cholesterol 
· Reduce body fat 
· Enhance mental well being 

Walking offers a great way to help kids 
get the active habit. If parents express 
excitement about the prospect of a walk 
in the countryside, they are more likely 
to transmit this feeling to their children. 
It’s important to treat the walk as an 
exploration or adventure and to go at the 
child’s pace, no matter how often they 
want to stop and look at things; take 
treats to eat and plenty to drink; and 
head for some landmark that will appeal 

to them such as a castle, a playground, 
an ice cream van or a boating pond. If 
children experience walking as part of a 
fun activity they are more likely to want 
to go again.
So, how do you find out what is on 
offer? John Harris, a keen walker, got 
fed up with the lack of information 
on walks that were going on in the 
County. So, he decided that if he 
couldn’t find what he was looking 
for – he had better create it! So www.
walkingincambridgeshire.co.uk came 
into being. 
www.walkingincambridgeshire.co.uk  
gives you all the information you need 
for the best walking in the County: 
Details of more than 90 walks to 
download and print free, details of all 
the Cambridgeshire walking groups, 
maps and walk books – plus loads more 
information. 
So check out the website and get 
walking!
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News from the churches

PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND 

EVERTON CUM TETWORTH
Rector: Revd Steven 
Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller

The Rectory, Stocks Lane

11 Bunyan Close

650 568

650 779

KEY
E=Everton, 

G=Gamlingay; 
H=Hatley St George

continued on page �

Service for the Benefice of Gamlingay and Everton 
July and August 2009

Sunday 5th July Trinity 4 8am Holy Communion G
10am First Sunday and Baptism G
6pm Evensong E

Sunday 12th July Trinity 5 8am Holy Communion E
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Holy Communion H

Monday 13th July 8pm Quiet Service G
Sunday 19th July Trinity 6 8am Holy Communion G

9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

Sunday 26th July Trinity 7 8am No Service
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E
6pm Evensong G

Sunday 2nd August Trinity 8 8am Holy Communion G
10am First Sunday G
6pm Evensong E

Sunday 9th August Trinity 9 8am Holy Communion E
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist H

Sunday 16th August Trinity 10 8am No Service
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

Sunday 23rd August Trinity 11 8am No Service
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist and Baptism E
6pm Evensong G

Sunday 30th August Trinity 12 8am No Service
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

Dear Readers,
What do we do with our anger? As I write this (it’s the end of May) the news is still saturated 

with the reports of MP’s making ‘mistakes’ on their expenses claims. I can’t think of a time when 
there has been such public anger and outrage at the behaviour of those in some kind of public 
service. 

Yet the anger displayed is most definitely of the reserved English kind. Meeting with a 
parishioner recently they observed how in another country if the public were genuinely outraged 
they would take to the streets and make things happen. We on the other hand phone up radio 
stations, write letters to the newspapers, or even stubbornly refuse to vote at the next by-election. 
These are not exactly the actions of an enraged public who feel their democratic rights have been 
corrupted. Call me a cynic but I really don’t think that sending an angry text to FiveLive Radio on 



News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary: Mr W C M Smith 01767 6681530

Church Services
Sunday morning 10.45am

We observe the Lord’s Supper on 
the first Sunday of each month

(note change to above)

Weekday meetings
(venue as announced)

Thursday evening at 7.45pm
Prayer and Bible study

On the second and fourth Tuesday
of each month at 3.00pm
‘Women in Partnership’

Alpha restarts in September

continued from page �

a Tuesday morning will change anything. Are we all turning into a nation of ‘angry 
from Tunbridge Wells’?

Psychologists will tell us it’s ok to be angry, and maybe our anger is partly dealt 
with by sending angry emails. What we do with our anger is the key thing and from 
the Christian perspective dealing with anger, allowing it to be expressed is part of a 
process that will eventually lead to forgiveness and possibly reconciliation (depending 
on the circumstances). That initial explosion of anger that we may feel when someone 
provokes us festers until it finds an outlet. Think of Jesus turning over tables in the 
Temple. Was this a display of righteous anger, what the psalmist might call a ‘perfect 
hatred’ or was it the bursting out of many years of repressed rage?

Feeling angry is part of a process of transforming a relationship. On a wider 
scale is might be the catalyst to change, politically or socially. It might also be the 
spur to creating something artistic. Only by letting it out, exorcising the bitterness 
and releasing the rage will we stand a chance of making space for more positive 
expressions of compassion, concern and love.

Revd Steven Rothwell

Dear Friends,

One of my favourite television programmes at the moment is ‘The World’s Strictest 
Parents’ – where some of our most unruly teenagers, often with deep problems, are 
taken to live for a fortnight with families abroad. As the title suggests, the families 
they are sent to live with are some of the strictest there are – in countries such as 
South Africa, Ghana or India and the programme follows their progress and how the 
teenagers respond. 

In many ways the institution of the family has suffered in our society over the last 
century and because of that our society has suffered. The Bible has a great deal 
to say about the family and relations within it. The family is the building block 
of any society, that which binds society together – designed to be a safe place for 
raising children, a place of love, companionship and nurture, of care and protection 
for young and old. Unfortunately we live in a fallen world and that fallen–ness is 
reflected in the way human relationships are so easily broken. But that does not 
change the fact that the family remains the ideal and no amount of social engineering 
has managed to improve on it.

In the programme, ‘The World’s Strictest Parents’, the majority of the families that 
our teenagers are taken to are generally in poorer and less–developed parts of the 
world and yet there we see families that are functioning as designed and producing 
well–balanced, contented children and young people. It’s interesting to watch how 
well the British teenagers respond in these different, structured and disciplined 
situations – they actually seem to find freedom in a disciplined environment. So 
many young people in Britain seem to have lost their identity and are searching for 
identity in harmful places.

The older I get, the more I study, the more convinced I am that the answers to our 
problems as individuals and as a society are to be found with our Maker.

Thank God for the family. 
Best wishes!

 James.



Community Centre 
Treasurer needed

Following the AGM, there is a vacancy 
for a treasurer at the Community 

Centre.

If you are interested in this position, 
please contact the clerks at the Parish 

Council for details: 650 310

Thank you

CALLING ALL WALKERS!
 

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE 
PART OF A MARATHON WALK 
FROM GAMLINGAY TO ELY?
 
Over the weekend of 12th/13th Septem-
ber St. Mary’s Church, Gamlingay will 
be organizing
a fund-raising walk along the routes of 
the Clopton Way, Wimpole Way, and 
across Cambridge to join up with the 
Fen Rivers Way finishing up at Ely on 
the Sunday afternoon.  The walk will be 
divided into manageable sections and 
you can sign up for as many as you wish. 
Transport will be provided to and from 
change-over points.
 
Full details will be available from the 
beginning of August but if you think you 
might be interested in taking part in a 
lovely country walk with pleasant com-
pany, please phone 650489 or 650052 
as soon as possible so that we can make 
sure you 
receive 
full infor-
mation 
when it is 
available.  

Gamlingay Players Present
The next production will be three 1 Act 
plays including a production from the 

Junior players 
It will take place on the 2nd, 3rd and 

4th of July at 7:30pm in the Community 
Centre. 

The plays are: 
 

I didn’t Think (Juniors) 
This play explores the effect that 

bullying can have on its victims and 
how the culprit is led to see the error of 

their ways. 
 

Try it again 
A drama written by J. B. Priestly:  A 

mother, a son, a wife, a mistress, 
a director. A family confrontation 

reviewed and redirected to a resolution 
- that makes some of them happy. 

 

Harlequinade 
Terrence Rattigan, the author of plays 
such as ‘The Browning Version’ and 

‘The Winslow Boy’ has been described 
as one of the greatest English dramatists 
of the twentieth century. Harlequinade 
is a farce about a production of Romeo 

and Juliet in a provincial theatre in 
the Midlands. Just before the curtain 
goes up on the first night, everything 
that could go wrong does go wrong: 

Tantrums, resignations, long-lost 
relations, crimes and misdemeanours 
make this the worst opening night for 

the stage manager ever. Touching, 
poignant and very funny, this is a great 

play by a great playwright. 
 

Tickets available from ‘The Cutting 
Mill’ or online via the website:  http://

gamlingayplayers.co.uk



9/11th 
April

The Emplins Between 
1000 & 0900

thieves stole a cycle from a back garden. 

20/21st 
Apri

Manor Road Between 
2030 & 0645

thieves stole a sat-nav from a VW van.

22/23rd 
April

Church Lane Between 
2200 & 0700

thieves stole a hosepipe connector.   

25/26th 
April

Church St Between 
1700 & 0800

vandals smashed a shop window.

28th April Dennis 
Green

At 0400 a thief smashed the side window of an A 
Class Mercedes and searched glove box. 
Nothing stolen

29/30th 
April

Fairfield Between 
2300 & 0700

tools were stolen from a Mercedes van.

2nd May  Mill St. Between 
0030 & 0930

front side window of a VW golf was 
smashed. 

2/3rd May Everton Rd 
The Heath

Between 
1600 & 1015

thieves stole a secured Suzuki 
motorcycle from outside the owner’s 
property. 

2/4th May Mill St.  Between 
1100 & 1800

vandals damage a window.

2/4th May Hatley 
St.George

Cap removed, suspected theft of oil from 
the tank at the village hall.

4th May Mill St. At 0030.  a Citroen C1 was vandalised
5/6th May Greenacres Between 

1545 & 1545
thieves stole a plant pot from a front 
garden. 

9th May  Crab Apple 
Way

Between 
0001 & 0600

thieves failed in the attempt to open a 
garage. 

12/13th 
May

The Cross Between 
2100 & 
0530 t

thieves cut a fuel pipe on a Vauxhall 
Astra and stole fuel

14/17th 
May

Long Lane  Between 
2100 & 2000

a thief stole a generator from a caravan. 

15/16th 
May

Hawthorn 
End

Between 
1800 & 1030

a number plate was stolen from a Nissan 
X-trail.

15/16th 
May

Cinques Rd. Between 
2130 & 1100

a Mazda RX8 was vandalised. 

16th May Almond 
Drive

At 0130 a Mazda car was vandalised. 

17/18th 
May

 Church St Between 
2245 & 0630

thieves stole hubcaps from an Audi A4 
& VWPassat.

17/19th 
May

Church St. Between 
1800 & 1300

thieves stole wheel trims from a Seat car.

18th May Church St. At 1730 male & female shoplifters attempted 
to steal goods, but were challenged by 
staff. 

18/19th 
May

Potton Rd. 
The Heath

 Thieves stole & hid electric cable, 
returned the following day in a Transit 
lorry and removed cable from the field.

Neighbourhood 
Watch



The Carbon

TSAR
Greetings from the carbon Tsar. 
You may have heard of so-called 
‘tipping points’ where so much CO2 
has been emitted into the atmosphere 
that we pass a point of no return. There 
is another tipping point to which we 
are dangerously close. I refer of course 
to the point where the emissions of 
complete rubbish about CO2 and climate 
change in the media reach a point where 
a return to sustainable sensible debate 
becomes impossible.

Therefore this month I’m going 
completely geek and giving an array of 
figures that I hope will be give a simple 
perspective on the problem and possible 
solutions.

Damned statistics and lies

A couple of points to think about when 
looking at climate change stories: -
1. Do you mean ‘carbon’ or ‘carbon 
dioxide’? There is a big difference. A 
carbon dioxide, CO2, molecule weighs 
more than three times as much as a 
carbon atom. Basically an emission of 
12g of ‘carbon’ is equivalent to 44g of 
CO2.
2. Beware the unit ‘the household’. 
The small print is important. If some 
quantity of electricity from a renewable 
source is said to represent x households 
does this mean just electricity or 
energy? There is a big difference.

Scary numbers

First of all some scary numbers, the 
table below gives emissions of CO2 in 

tons per person per year: -
SCDC have a target to reduce 
emissions by 1 ton. This would be very 
worthwhile even it is basically ‘one 
down, ten to go’. 

Cars

A parishioner has queried figures I 
gave about the difference in emissions 
between a 4x4 and a ‘prestige’ proper 
car. I’ve listed approximate annual 
emissions from various random cars, 
assuming 10,000 miles a year, in 
tons CO2, all are diesel except for the 
Peugeot 307 estate: - 

Buying a Landrover for your next 
car instead of a 7 series BMW could 
add over a ton of CO2 a year to your 
emissions (not that I’m recommending 
BMW). Nevertheless I do stand 
corrected; the Subaru 4x4 comes in at 
an impressive efficiency and saving in 
money. Maybe there are others, I’m not 
much of an expert on cars.  

Payback times

An important factor in any energy/
money saving measure is how quickly 
it pays back the cost of doing it. Here 
are some rough and random numbers to 
guide you in saving the most money as 
quickly as possible. 

Many of the above come from the 
Energy Saving Trust website (www.
energysavingtrust.org.uk). This is not 
only a mine of information but also lists 
the assumptions behind the numbers

Wind energy

One problem with wind energy is that 
it is easy to put up some little turbine 
that might look impressive but is not 
actually saving you much money. Here 
are some figures: -
Note that the cost of installing a wind 
turbine depends greatly on the costs of 

US 20
South Cambridgeshire District 13
UK mean 10
Global mean 4
China 4
For climate stability 2
Government target for 2050 2
India 1.2

Mitsubishi Shogun 
Warrior LWB

4.5

Landrover Discovery, 
diesel

4.3

Peugeot 307 estate 
petrol 1.6

3.1

BMW 730d 3.1
Mercedes E280 CDI 
saloon

3.1

Volvo Estate, diesel 2.8
Subaru Forester 2.0D 
X 4x4

2.7

Peugeot 307 
hatchback diesel

2.5

Ford Mondeo 2.0 
TDC1 Saloon

2.5

Action Cost CO2 
saved, 
tons, 
pa

Money 
saved, 
pa

Payback 
time

Notes/comments

Scrap an oil burning AGA (or turn it off) 
and buy a modern electric cooker

£600 6.5 £500 14 months No allowance for scrap value

Insulate your loft from scratch £0 1 £200 immediate Assuming you qualify for a grant, 
watch this space

Insulate your loft from scratch £250 1 £200 15 months
Install cavity wall insulation £250 0.8 £160 18 months Unlikely to be possible on most 

older Gamlingay homes.
Install double glazing £3000 0.7 £140 15 years Probably pessimistic, older houses 

will also get big benefits from 
draughtproofing.

Replace your light bulbs with low energy 
types

£42 0.33 £66 8 months My own case

Wind turbine Cost CO2 saved, tons, 
pa

Money saved, pa Payback time Notes/comments

David Cameron’s 
little windmill 

£3000 0.6 £120 The next election Best guesses, 
based on known 
2m diameter

5m/6kW Wind 
turbine 

£20,000 4.5 £900 about 15-20 years As erected at the 
SmartLIFE centre, 
Cambridge

15kW Wind tur-
bine

£30,000 16 £3300 About 9 years

Proposed Langford 
wind farm

£40 million 50,000 N/A 4 years That’s more like it!



The Carbon

TSAR
Action Cost CO2 

saved, 
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Money 
saved, 
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Payback 
time

Notes/comments

Scrap an oil burning AGA (or turn it off) 
and buy a modern electric cooker

£600 6.5 £500 14 months No allowance for scrap value

Insulate your loft from scratch £0 1 £200 immediate Assuming you qualify for a grant, 
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Insulate your loft from scratch £250 1 £200 15 months
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older Gamlingay homes.
Install double glazing £3000 0.7 £140 15 years Probably pessimistic, older houses 

will also get big benefits from 
draughtproofing.

Replace your light bulbs with low energy 
types

£42 0.33 £66 8 months My own case

Wind turbine Cost CO2 saved, tons, 
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Money saved, pa Payback time Notes/comments

David Cameron’s 
little windmill 

£3000 0.6 £120 The next election Best guesses, 
based on known 
2m diameter

5m/6kW Wind 
turbine 

£20,000 4.5 £900 about 15-20 years As erected at the 
SmartLIFE centre, 
Cambridge

15kW Wind tur-
bine

£30,000 16 £3300 About 9 years

Proposed Langford 
wind farm

£40 million 50,000 N/A 4 years That’s more like it!

THE STORM - THE 
SEQUEL
We met again within the school,
She smiled and said her name was Mary,
Our friendship grew, perhaps love too,
Was blossoming between us.

The years sped on, our lives entwined,
With overwhelming bliss,
I longed to see her every day,
To be greeted with a kiss.

Too soon fate separated us,
The pain I felt that day,
When in tears she confided, 
They were about to move away.

The wheel of life can shatter dreams,
To New Zealand I understood,
The family had emigrated,
My love had gone for good.

So many years had passed away,
Until one wet day I saw,
Her standing looking wistfully,
At our old school gates once more.

Her fair hair blowing in the breeze,
My love had returned to me,
‘Mary’ I called, ‘I too am here‘,
She turned and said ‘It cannot be‘.

‘For I am Eve, her daughter,
But she sends her love with me’.

E W Farndell
2009

the mast, foundations etc.

Finally

A parishioner has taken me to task for 
sloppy writing. The short version of 
grams is ‘g’ not ‘gms’. Fair cop, I’ll 
watch this in future.

Contact the Tsar via the Parish Council. 
Write to The Parish Council at The 
Almshouse Chapel, Church Street, 
Gamlingay, Sandy, Beds. SG19 3JH or 
e-mail clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk



 

          Saving the world one village at a time… 
 

Gamlingay Environmental Action Group 
 

 

Conservation isn’t just 
about climate change: 
 
Here in Gamlingay we have 
an 800 year-old church and a 
listed telephone box right 
next to each other: proof 
that if the village thinks 
something is worth saving 
then we will save it!  
 
While climate change is by 
far the most serious problem 
facing the world, GEAG will 
also campaign on local issues 
such as planning, transport, 
and wildlife. We all need to 
work together to save the 
village, as well as the planet! 

 
Dates for Your Diary: 
 
15 July: GEAG meeting with Mike Brettle, Gamlingay’s Carbon Tsar. 
7.00pm at the Old Methodist Chapel 

16 September: Free screening of the feature film Age of Stupid, 
starring Pete Postlethwaite. 7.00pm at the Old Methodist Chapel 
 

 
For more information, contact Brycchan Carey, 18 Mill Street, Gamlingay, Cambridgeshire, SG19 3JW 

Tel: 01767 651141  ◊  Email: brycchan@brycchancarey.com  ◊  www.brycchancarey.com/geag 

Gamlingay Environmental 
Action Group (GEAG) is a 
new group of local residents 
who share a love of nature but 
who are concerned about the 
damage that is being done to the 
environment—here and around 
the world.  
 
We believe in informing ourselves 
about the environmental challenges 
facing Gamlingay and the world; we 
believe that individuals can and 
should make a difference—and we 
believe that changing the world can 
be fun! We are starting a series of 
regular events here in Gamlingay, 
open free of charge to everyone in 
the village and surrounding areas. 
We will invite leading figures in the 
environmental movement, cutting-
edge scientists, and local politicians 
to speak in Gamlingay. We will also 
lead film screenings, debates, hands-
on workshops, and trips out and 
about to important environmental 
events. Our aim is both to inform 
and entertain! We want our 
meetings to be fun, and to change 
the world, one village at a time.  
 
You are very welcome at all our 
meetings, which will be held at 7pm 
on the third Wednesday of each 
month in the Old Methodist 
Chapel, Gamlingay. A poster with 
details of our next event is overleaf. 

We hope to see you very soon! 

Local Problems: Local Solutions 
 
Gamlingay Station, on the so-called ‘Varsity Line’ between 
Oxford and Cambridge, closed in 1968. There are no signs that 
it might re-open anytime soon, so in the meantime if you work 
in Cambridge or Bedford why not arrange a car share with 
another commuter from the village. You’ll save the planet a 
stack of C02 – and yourself a stack of cash! 
 
Global Problems: Global Solutions 
 
Scientists agree that governments need to set tough carbon 
reduction targets at the upcoming Copenhagen summit this 
autumn. Why not write to your MP, Andrew Lansley, at the 
House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA, urging him to support 
tough measures to tackle climate change? 



 

          Saving the world one village at a time… 
 

Gamlingay Environmental Action Group 
 

 
You are invited to a 

 
 

PUBLIC MEETING 
 

To launch the Gamlingay Environmental Action Group 
 

Guest Speaker 
 

Mike Brettle, Gamlingay’s Carbon Tsar 
Mike will answer common questions about climate change, what it 

means for you, and what you can do about it 
 
 

 

Followed by a debate on how we 
can work towards a secure and 
sustainable future for the village  

 
 

The Old Methodist Chapel, Green End 
(in the grounds of the First School) 

Wednesday 15 July, 7.00pm – 9.00pm 
 
 

Admission Free ◊ All Welcome 
 
 

For more information, contact Brycchan Carey, 18 Mill Street, Gamlingay, Cambridgeshire, SG19 3JW 
Tel: 01767 651141  ◊  Email: brycchan@brycchancarey.com  ◊  www.brycchancarey.com/geag 

 



by clerks Leanne 
Bacon and Kirstin 

Rayner

OWL Bikes – recycling scheme

OWL (opportunities without limits) bikes is based in Sawston Village College and aims to reduce waste, create employment and 
help people who are disadvantaged by refurbishing unwanted bikes for resale or  recycling.  
If you have any unwanted bicycles that you would like to donate then please contact the parish council on 01767 650310 to ar-
range collection.  One of your parish councillors has kindly volunteered to make a regular trip to Sawston to deliver any donated 
bikes to the OWL project.
OWL also run other projects including a community cafe, meals on wheels service and various innovative projects including 
building sports cars, gardening, using DIY skills for community maintenance and recycling aluminium cans.  If you would like 
any further information please contact OWL on 01223 839580 or e-mail paula.ayres@owlgroup.org.uk.  

Gamlingay Parish Council – name change?

At a recent council meeting the topic of a name change for the council was discussed.  Some councillors feel that the inclusion 
of the word “parish” in the title gives the mistaken impression that the council is a body of the church.   It was resolved that you 
– the parishioners of Gamlingay- should be consulted before any further discussion on this subject takes place.
What does the title “Gamlingay Parish Council” mean to you?  Do you think an alternative name such as  “Gamlingay Council”, 
“Gamlingay Village Council” or “Gamlingay Community Council” would be a  more appropriate reflection of the work the coun-
cil does in this area?  Your views would be appreciated – please let us know.

Cambridgeshire Play Pathfinder 

Cambridge County council has grants of up to £50 000 available to improve local public play spaces.  This funding is available 
to Parish, Town, city and District councils together with voluntary groups.  Potential projects should involve children and young 
people in their design, be accessible to all, be exciting and challenging spaces, offer natural play opportunities and be suitable 
for 8-13 year olds.  Timescales are tight – the first stage of the application needs to be submitted by 24th July 2009.  The parish 
council has ideas for developing the new recreation ground at Millbridge Brook, but needs more volunteer input in order to get 
this project moving.  Are you able to help?  Again please contact the parish council – details below.

South Cambridgeshire Sustainable Parish Energy Partnership

Gamlingay Parish Council has agreed to join this group with the aim of  “taking the lead in helping their community and resi-
dents to really understand their energy use and the options they have to manage it better- to reduce energy bills, tackle climate 
change and build a more sustainable future.”  Parish Council chairman Nick Telford – Reed has agreed to be the “sustainable 
energy champion” for the parish council and along with a working group (volunteers needed!) will develop, draft and deliver a 
sustainable energy action plan for Gamlingay.  Again please get in touch if you are interested in joining this working group.

Other groups 

The parish council would also warmly welcome any volunteers who would be interested in getting involved in the following 
- cemetery working party, footpaths group, parish plan and/or allotments working party.  None of these would involve heavy time 
commitments but any input you feel you could give would be valued– if you would like any further details please contact us.  
Thank you.

To contact your local parish councillor please either –
Write to the clerks (Leanne Bacon/Kirstin Rayner) at The Sir John Jacobs Almshouse Chapel, Church St, Gamlingay, SG19 3LG.
Telephone us on 01767 650310 
E –mail the clerks at gamlingaypc@lineone.net
Or e-mail your councillors as below-
ctomsettgpc@tiscali.co.uk    
roundgpc@tiscali.co.uk
nbrucegpc@tiscali.co.uk
mgilesgpc@tiscali.co.uk
rstarksfieldgpc@tiscali.co.uk
mhallidaygpc@tiscali.co.uk
pwrightgpc@tiscali.co.uk
ntelfordreedgpc@tiscali.co.uk (Chairman)
cemerygpc@tiscali.co.uk

sgroomgpc@tiscali.co.uk
jcolebrookgpc@tiscali.co.uk
jwrightgpc@tiscali.co.uk
isimpgpc@tiscali.co.uk



As vegetable growing is becoming 
more fashionable and necessary I 
thought an article on the subject 
would be appropriate. Allotments 
are more sought after and those in 
Gamlingay are insufficient in quantity 
to meet demand. As there are so many 
completely new to gardening and 
vegetable growing it might be helpful 
to start with a few basic techniques. 

About veg. growing in general: 
depending on the size and height of the 
plant, the rows in which they are set will 
be nearer or further apart. For instance, 
if you are setting 2 rows of carrots or 
turnips or beetroot they may be set one 
foot apart; lettuces, onions, leeks, etc, 
one and a half feet apart. There needs 
to be two feet between broad beans, 
French beans, cabbages, spinach, etc. 
Tall vegetables such as sweet corn, peas 
and mangetout need at least two and a 
half feet between rows. 

Mocking or planting in diagonals 
leaves more space between plants and 
saves valuable land.

My foot measures very nearly the 
measurement of an old fashioned foot 
(300mm) and is a very useful size!

Before a row is 
set out for seed 
sowing make a 
fine tilth by using 
an hoe and rake 
to remove clods 
and lumps, so that 
the soil grains 
are powdery. 
Now using a 
line – Measure 
the appropriate 
distance for the 
seeds you are sowing (read the packet), 
and then with the back of the rake, make 
a drill along this line. Now sprinkle 
the seeds thinly in the drill. 

Mark one end with a 
named label and 

the other with a 
stick. A 

succession 
of summer 
vegetables may be set at 
intervals throughout the season.

When the seedlings emerge they may 

be thinned to the correct distance. This 
becomes a matter of judgement 
and experience. Do 
remember, however 
that all thinnings 
can be eaten. 

Now 
what to do in 
early July? June 
is officially the month 
for sowing wallflowers, aquilegia, 
forget-me-nots pansies, etc for next 
spring bedding but may be done in early 
July, if time hasn’t been found earlier. 
Salads may still be sown and a last row 
or two of carrots. August is the last 
month that over wintering lettuces will 
germinate and grow; (Winter density is 
one variety). When 
they have been 
thinned I protect 
them under cloches or 
lemonade bottles with 
their bases cut off. 

If you like spring 
onions Japanese onions can be sown 
now. Last year I grew red onion sets 
at this time of the year and they grew 
better than the seeds and became really 
decent bulbs in time for the “hungry 
gap”.

In order not to have fallow ground 
during the winter I sow many rows 
of Lambs lettuce and seakale beet or 
spinach in August. The former grows 
slowly throughout the winter and 
individual plants may be eaten each day 
in a sandwich. 

Bulbs. May I remind you that if you 
want flowering hyacinths or paper 
white narcissus in time for Christmas, 
those bulbs should be purchased and 
planted by the end of August. Scotsdales 
of Shelford (near Cambridge) have 
a large and comprehensive range of 
spring bulbs available and are the best 
suppliers in my opinion. 



A SNAILS PACE
a short story by E.W Farndell

One warm sunny morning the leader of the snail colony, who was known
as “Butter”, because of his yellow skin, assembled them at the end of a
disused garden and said “it has been suggested that we hold a marathon
race here”. “There is a two-metre clear strip of ground where we could
hold it, and there will be a prize for the winner”. “So if you are interested
give your names to Margy, my wife”. “There will be four heats to warm
you up, (oh dear!), and the winners will compete the next day”. The race
was agreed, and so several days later the contestants amid much
excitement, and encouragement rallied at the start-line. On the signal from
Butter they surged forward jostling each other in the effort to reach the
finish. Eventually all the four heats were decided, and the winners would
arrive there again the next day. The final line-up consisted of Dawdling
Derek, Frothing Fred, Oozy Oscar, and Slimy Sam. At the given signal
they slithered their way to the finish with Frothing Fred in the lead, but he
was finally beaten by Slimy Sam who received an acorn-cup filled with
nectar, donated by a honey-bee.

     It was known perennially as the “Butter Cup”.



Friendship Coffee Mornings
All welcome, 10:30am

Thursday 2nd July,
Maddy Marsh 36 Chapel Fields

Thursday 6th August,
Gerry Brunt 15 Fairfield

Thursday 3rd September,
Lindy Gorton The Emplins

If you need a lift, please contact Gerry Brunt on 
01767 650 693

A group of employees from KMG Systems Ltd and their sons and 
anyone else who wanted to join in, held their first and hopefully 

annual Fathers and Sons fishing competition 
on Sunday 17th May.

The weather was not ideal, very wet and windy when they met at 
Chestnut pool fisheries in Langford. Pegs were drawn from a hat 
and the fishing commenced. A good day was had by all and the 
winners were:

Largest Fish   - Mark Thurley
Largest Bream - Ryan Hickson
Largest weight of fish - Dave Cox
Young Rod – Ethan Warren

Thank you all for coming along and taking part, a big thank you 
to Paul Stevens for coming along as the independent judge and 
a big thank you to Chestnut Pool Fisheries for allowing us to hold 
the competition and all their help throughout the day.

Local Companies Support ‘Fathers and 
Sons’ Fishing Competition

POLICE APPEAL

Cambridgeshire Police have been made aware of a few similar crimes 
where hub caps have been stolen within the village of Gamlingay. 
DC Colin Troll, based at Sawston Police Station, would like to hear 
from anybody who has information about who is behind these thefts to 
make conact with him on
0845 456 4564.



GAMLINGAY CARE CLUB 
(Out-of-School Club) Club News: 

Holiday Clubs were held for two days during the school half term break. A selection 
of fresh fruit was donated by Woodview Farm Shop and was enjoyed very much 
by the children. On Tuesday 26th May the children enjoyed a day of inside craft 
activities and outside games when the weather permitted. On Wednesday, 27th May 
it was bubbles and more bubbles when “Bubbleon”, specialists in making bubbles, 
held a workshop at the Old Chapel where the children were taught how to make 
bubbles with their hands and using special equipment. Bubbles from very small to 
large sizes, bubbles within bubbles and sausage shaped bubbles were made. The 
highlight of the session was to place children, in pairs, inside a bubble from floor 
level to above their heads. Whilst inside they were encouraged to blow outward 

to distort and created pockets in the 
sides. The children were then given the 
opportunity to enclose other children in 
bubbles, some with great success. The 
organisers were amazed how quickly 
the children adapted and became 
skilled in using the numerous pieces 
of equipment. Although many dipped 
deep into the soapy solution getting 
their clothing sleeves very wet they all 
agreed they had a super time. It should 
also be noted that the Play Leaders tried 
their hands at making bubbles and to 
the delight of the children were also 
enclosed in a bubble. Children from 
age 4 to 13 years are most welcome 
to attend the Care Club. We are open 
Monday to Friday during school term 
with a Breakfast Club from 8 to 9am 
and an After School Club from 3.30 to 
6pm. A nourishing snack is provided 
during all sessions. Why not give your 
child an opportunity to attend a ‘Taster 
Session’ between now until the end of 
the school term. For more information 
pay a visit to the Old Chapel, Green 
End, during our opening hours, or, 
alternatively ring Angela on 07816 
892886. 

Dear Sirs,
If you are holding a fundraising event 
we will help you raise thousands of 
pounds for your chosen cause with no 
cost to you.
We are the Charity Division of Our 
Price Records and we have helped and 
supported Fundraisers and Charities 
throughout the United Kingdom for 
many years.
We would welcome the opportunity to 
help and support you.
Please call us on 0870 777 5001
or Email: charitysupport@ourprice.
co.uk or visit our Website: www.our-
price.co.uk.
We look forward to hearing from you.
Kind Regards,

Cheryl Platts
Charity Support Team
Our Price Records
150 Parkside Avenue
Essex
RM1 4NP
Telephone: 0870 777 5001
Website:www.ourprice.co.uk



Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on District and County 

Council issues
by Sebastian Kindersley

continued on page 18

If you have any questions about 
these - or indeed any other - matters, 
please do not hesitate to contact me 
– Sebastian Kindersley on 651982 
or cllr.kindersley@scambs.gov.uk or 
write to the Manor Barn, East Hatley, 
SG19 3JA. Bridget Smith is on 
650510 or bridget@glockling.com.

Buses

We would really like some feedback 
on the bus service in Gamlingay & 
the Hatleys. At the moment there is 
considerable doubt about the future of 
the C2 serving Hatley on Thursdays 
and the changes to the bus timetables 
in Gamlingay has meant that those 
people using Concessionary fare passes 
are unable to in any realistic way. We 
are working on this latest problem but 
it would be extremely helpful to have 
some more information from users of 
the services. So please write/call/e-
mail!!!!!

Police Panel

A reminder that the Gamlingay Police 
Panel meeting is on July 22nd at 7 for 
a 7.30pm start at Haslingfield Village 
Hall. All residents are invited to attend 
and participate so pleased do come 
along if you have any issues relating to 
Policing and crime. 

Road Repairs

Road/footway repairs recently 
completed include the pavement outside 
Wrights on Green End and the filling 
in of the little pond in front of the Cash 
Machine on Mill St - so no longer a 
paddle to get cash when it is wet. Other 
outstanding repairs (not yet done, I 
mean) include Everton Rd the Heath 
and the water leak under Larkins Rd in 
Croydon. If you have any outstanding 
road/pavement repairs or improvements 
(like a dropped kerb for example) then 
please let us know. 

Roads and Safety

You might have seen in the media 
some comment about reducing country 
road speed limits to 50mph. This has 

come from a Government consultation 
on setting casualty reduction beyond 
current 2010 targets.  It includes 
plans to reduce all Killed & Serious 
Injuries (KSI) by a third by 2020 and 
in particular to reduce Child KSI’s by 
a further 50% by 2020 in the age range 
0 -17  to include the peak of young 
motorcyclists and drivers.  Of particular 
interest to us is where “inappropriate 
speed on the network” remains an issue; 
and it is here that the focus is on the 
‘riskiness’ of individual roads having 
limits of 60mph compared to 50mph. 
What do you think?

On a related issue some residents have 
suggested that the section of Church 
Lane from the Wheatsheaf to the Station 
Rd junction should be made one way. 
Do you have a view on this? It would 
mean that better pedestrian facilities 
could be provided and it might allow 
some protection for the Church Wall 
(which is going to need repair soon 
at a HUGE cost, although the Parish 
Council has been saving for it for some 
years). Please let us know your views.

Addenbrookes Access Road

Negotiations are still continuing with 
the developers regarding land access 
to build the Hauxton Road junction 
with the Addenbrookes Access Road.  
These are approaching conclusion and 
it is hoped that works will start soon 
with completion prior to Christmas 
09.  Completion of the Shelford road 
Junction and Phase 2 of the road to the 
Addenbrooke’s Roundabout including 
the railway bridge is on programme for 
August completion. Finally!!! 

Cambridgeshire Guided Busway

Another nearly “Finally!!!” And 
why should I care I can hear you ask 
yourself? Well there is every likelihood 
that Cambridgeshire taxpayers may 
have to bail this project out, at least on 
a temporary basis – and yes that does 
include you!!! Laying of the guideway 
beams is now complete up to the River 
Great Ouse and it is expected that the 
guideway will have reached St Ives park 

and Ride site in early June.
St Ives Park and Ride site is nearing 
completion and work continues to 
progress on the A1096 junction and 
Meadow Lane.  Longstanton Park and 
Ride site is taking shape while service 
diversion work continues on the new 
junction on the B1050. South of Hills 
Road work on guideway foundations 
has started while work continues on the 
new Hobson’s Brook bridge.  National 
Grid Transco’s work to protect the 
high pressure gas main in Trumpington 
cutting has now begun.

Still no date for the Grand Opening, 
though. I hear rumours that buses will 
be running before the start of the School 
Year, so we shall see!

Transport Commission for 
Cambridge

This – I am certain you’ll recall – is 
to see what we should do as a County 
Council about congestion charging. It 
is taking final submission of evidence 
from residents/Parish Councils, etc and 
will report in the Summer. Again, why 
should you care? Well, it appears that 
the only way that you will get a decent 
bus service is by massive funding from 
the Government. And in return for 
imposing a Congestion Charge into 
Cambridge between 0730 and 0930 
every weekday the Government will 
give the County nearly £500 million to 
improve public transport. Current plans 
indicate that 75% of the entire South 
Cambs population will be within 1km 
of a high quality frequent (3+ an hour) 
bus service should this go ahead. So that 
is a BIG incentive. Obviously this will 
include provision to Gamlingay.

I sit on the Joint Transport Forum 
which receives reports about this 
and I have repeatedly made the 
point that people in Gamlingay and 
thereabouts do not necessarily want to 
go to Cambridge. These buses should 
therefore run between Cambridge and 
– say – Sandy or Biggleswade Railway 
Stations, so that YOU can pick them 
up to go EITHER direction. Anyway 
the officers have now got that point, 
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hopefully.
Another issue is that no one will use 
these buses if they take 3 days to get 
anywhere because they are meandering 
around the countryside. They must be 
quick. So in some Parishes residents 
will have to get to another “collection” 
point. I think we recognise this as an 
issue. I’ll report back as and when...

NATS (formerly the National Air 
Traffic Control Service)

A subject close to many residents hearts 
(and fears!) In February 2009 NATS 
announced that it is to conduct a new 
consultation on revised proposals for 
the Terminal Control North region 
involving changes to airspace and 
the ‘Holds’ over the southern part of 
Cambridgeshire (i.e. over us!).  That 
consultation will be held later in 2009 at 
a date yet to be decided but unlikely to 
be before July.

The County and Districts’ last contact 
with NATS was in November 2008, 
when a workshop was held to consider 
changes to the design - it was said that 
design changes to the holds would be 
relatively minor, although that view 
may have been superseded by the 
February announcement. In any case I 
have asked officers at South Cambs to 
initiate discussions with NATS before 
any final consultation is started so we 
can influence the options. This was in 
requested in particular by Lt Gransden 
and Hatley Parish Councils.

Green Bins

If you need a small kitchen bin I still 
have some left over in the garage from 
the initial distribution all those years 
ago. Please let me know – first come 
first served!

Climate Change

If you want to know more about the 
realities of climate change you can 
download an excellent 11 minute video 
from the net called Wake Up Freak 
Out.  If you want a bit more detail but 
in a very accessible form about what we 
actually will have to do in the next few 
years to change over from using fossil 
fuels you can download a free book by 
Prof David MacKay from the Cavendish 
Laboratory in Cambridge called 
“Renewable Energy – Without the 
Hot Air”. Some of us heard Professor 
MacKay talk recently and he was quite 

brilliant so we highly recommend his 
book (which is free).

Sadly one of the County Council’s 
performance indicators is about progress 
made to reduce our Carbon footprint 
and the Council is not doing at all well. 
At the Planning Committee this week an 
application was considered for a School 
extension (in Holme, since you ask) and 
the application had NO environmental 
considerations at all – no solar panels, 
no photo-voltaics, no rainwater 
harvesting and this is yet another wasted 
opportunity. I moaned about it, as you 
might imagine, and it does indicate the 
size of the mountain we have to climb. 

Families Information Service 
  
A new Directory of Services providing 
comprehensive information for children 
and families across Cambridgeshire has 
been launched by the County Council. It 
includes information parents may need 
to support their children through to their 
20th birthday from County Council, 
Health, District Councils, the voluntary 
and private sectors and Government 
departments. You can also access it at: 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/fis; ask for 
a hard copy in the Library at the Village 
College  or contact Cambridgeshire 
Direct on 0345 045 1360.

Hopefully unlike the NHS Resource 
Directory which was helpfully 
distributed far and wide it will NOT 
have omitted services for Gamlingay. 
(Although I did phone the NHS 
Helpline to find out that they at least 
had all the correct information). 

Fostering

Do you have space in your life to 
foster? The County Council is currently 
encouraging more foster families 
to come forward. We look after 
approximately 415 children, of which 
220 are in foster care. The remainder 
all have placements elsewhere, but the 
County Council is always looking for 
more foster carers, to meet the uncertain 
demand for placements at any one time; 
and we are recruiting foster carers to 
provide short-term, temporary and 
permanent foster placements for 
children in Cambridgeshire. If you are 
interested then call Ricky Cooper in 
Fostering and Adoption 
on 01223 372507.

More Sustainability….

Gamlingay Parish Council has now 
signed up to the Parish Sustainable 
Energy Partnership and we hope it is not 
very long before we start to hear about 
the benefits of this initiative. If you are 
interested in getting some insight into 
how much energy you are using in your 
home you can be assisted by a little 
gadget called an OWL Wireless Energy 
Monitor.  The aim of this device which 
costs about £25 is to show you exactly 
how much electricity you are using 
at any one time and how much that 
electricity is costing you together with 
how much CO2 your home is emitting.  
By simply turning off appliances when 
not in use you can save up to 25% of 
your electricity usage.  It is hoped that 
through the Partnership we can obtain 
some of these gadgets at reduced cost as 
well as a lot of low energy light bulbs.  
Watch this space for more information.

Very excitingly there is news of 
the soon to be launched Gamlingay 
Environmental Action Group which 
will have a varied and stimulating 
calendar of events and activities.  
Interest has been expressed on a 
number of occasions about Gamlingay 
following the lead of Girton outside 
Cambridge and Modbury in Devon 
by becoming a no plastic bag village.  
We are really half way there with the 
Co op and the Knibbs the butchers 
providing non plastic bags.  Would 
anyone be interested in formalising this 
commitment? 

Links with Potton

We are in the very early stages of 
discussions regarding establishing a 
cycle way between Gamlingay and the 
Lodge in Sandy, via Potton.  If anyone 
is interested in becoming part of a 
working party to drive this forward and 
perhaps investigate the development 
of footpaths in the area please contact 
Bridget. 

Gamlingay Skate Park
The skate park is being extremely well 
used and it is very encouraging to meet 
young people heading down there 
armed with brooms to keep it swept 
and clean.  There have been a couple 
of incident of broken bikes and rubbish 
being thrown into the school grounds 
which must be annoying for the site 
manager – so please - take your rubbish 
home. Thanks. 
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Gamlingay and Gransden 
Beavers Group Report to 

AGM 2009 
by Karen Crutchington 

Gamlingay and Gransden 
Beaver Scout Leader 

A year on ... Beavers is 
currently made up of 25 

boys and 1 girl (my daughter!) whose 
ages range between 6 and 8. The 
children come from Gamlingay, Great 
Gransden and Abbotsley. We have 1 
Warranted Leader, 3 regular parent 
helpers and 1 young helper. There are 
13 Beaver age children on the waiting 
list which has been closed to over 6 year 
olds and there are 9 under 6 year olds on 
the register of interest. 5 children have 
gone up to Cubs and sadly 2 girls left 
the group during the year. 

In June we went to Gilwell Park for 
a Beaver/Cub fun day. This gave the 
children the opportunity to see the 
Headquarters and lots of other groups 
enjoying themselves taking part in a 
variety of scouting activities such as: 
grass sledging, abseiling, water rockets, 
archery, go-karts and the water slide. It 
was a great day and enormous fun was 
had by all. It was heart warming to see 
that a majority of the activities were 
lead by Young Leaders who were setting 
a good example to our young Beavers. 

Also in June we joined the district 
Beavers at Boyd Field, Henlow for a 
Teddy Bears Picnic and orienteering. 
Antonio had the biggest teddy there 
and we had the best turn out of Beavers 
from any of the groups! It was a 
beautiful evening and the children went 
home full and tired. 

In September we ‘camped’ with 
the Gamlingay Cubs at Bromham. 
Activities included during these 24 
hours were: backwoods cooking, 
orienteering, climbing trees, a mini hike, 
parachute games, washing up, not a lot 
of sleeping and the highlight for most 
was joining the rest of the groups with 
our torches around the campfire. It was 
also Thomas’ birthday on Sunday and 
his Mum had sent in an enormous cake 
which was devoured quickly. Just as we 
were getting in our cars to go home the 
Red Arrows flew over and finished off 
an almost perfect camp. 

Weekly meetings have included 
activities such as: learning about the 
Night Sky (unfortunately the stars were 
rather elusive that night!), making 

St George shields, a demonstration 
of Birds of Prey from the Raptor 
Foundation, hiking around Gamlingay, 
keeping fit, tasting food from around the 
world and learning about flags. Beavers 
have had the opportunity to gain activity 
badges such as: Animal Friend, Hobby, 
Musician, Nights Away 1, Swimmer 1 
and Faith and the Creative Challenge 
badge. 

This year was our first St. George’s 
Day parade and more than half of us 
turned up to ‘march’ with the rest of the 
group. It was wonderful to be part of 
such an event and we are hoping to have 
a flag to carry next year. 

Unfortunately, Sarah stepped down as 
ABSL but she will be back to help as 
a parent sometime later this year. I am 
fortunate enough to have Ian Newman, 
Kris Calvert and Karen Jackson who 
help me every week at meetings and 
I would like to thank them for all the 
support that they give the Beavers 
and myself. Also, behind the scenes is 
Sharon Peer who ‘rallies the troops’ for 
me when I need additional help. 

I am proud to lead Gamlingay and 
Gransden Beavers which is made up 
of superb children who participate 
fully each week and appear to gain a 
lot from the activities on offer. They 
are a credit to us and to you. The year 
ahead will contain another exciting 
program of weekly meetings, district 
events during the summer evenings and 
maybe another Night Away (operations 
pending!). I am looking to recruit an 
ABSL so if you are interested and up for 
a challenge, a laugh and want to ‘give 
something back’ please let me know. 

First Gamlingay Cub Pack
Annual Report 2008/2009

by Steve Palmer, Akela

Pack Evenings.

We have kept the boys entertained 
on Tuesday evenings with loads of 
different activities, listed below are a 
few of the activities we have completed.

Mapping, compass work, swimmers 
badge, recycling, tracking, road 
safety, and knots. Most of the outside 
activities we planned last year had to be 
abandoned due to the poor summer. We 
have also worked on the Community, 
Global Challenge and Creativity badges.
We have had visits from a local 
astronomer and the Raptor Foundation. 
We have visited the Fire Station and the 
Baptist Church.

District Events

We entered a number of the District 
Events during the year.

Sports day was an exciting event and as 
usual a good team turned out. The cubs 
did very well. A number of certificates 
were collected at the end. Unfortunately 
we didn’t feature in the team awards 
this year.

The ten pin bowling was held at Eat ‘n’ 
Bowl in St Neots again. I had to pick 
a team of eight so as usual it was only 
open to the Sixers and Seconders.
 
The Cross country and Tug of War was 
held at Woodbury Park near Everton. 
We got to the Semi finals this year, lost 
to Sandy Saxons but won the Third / 
Fourth place event. The Cubs did their 
best in the cross country but we weren’t 
placed this year. Well done to all the 
cubs who took part and well done to the 
Gamlingay Everton Cubs who after 21 
years won the Tug of War and also won 
the overall Cross Country team award.
 
We attended the St George’s Day parade 
at Biggleswade. It was a good parade. 
A long march this year the weather was 
good. Unfortunately the turnout was 
poor and disappointing, only 9 cubs 
attended. Overall district numbers were 
also down this year.

Camps.

We had three camps during the last year.
Sixer and Seconder Camp Henlow 
– May 2008

A joint camp with the Everton cubs
Activities Included:-

 Archery
 Rifle Shooting
 Canoeing
 Climbing

 It’s a Knockout



continued on page 22

continued from page 19

An excellent camp and both sets of 
cubs worked well together. We ran 
an inter pack competition during the 
weekend and both sets of cubs were 
very competitive, joining into the spirit 
of the weekend. Everton Cubs won 
and a trophy has been presented along 
with some prizes, a wind up torch 
each. Everton also won the district It’s 
a Knockout competition which was 
Sunday’s activity with Gamlingay 
coming second.

Tolmers near Cufley - June 2008

Activities included:-
 Rifle Shooting
 Gadget making
 Rafting
 Backwoods cooking

A great camp on an excellent camp site. 
A little rain on Saturday morning but it 
cleared up by lunchtime. The highlight 
of this camp must have been the rafting 
on Sunday morning. The cubs built a 
raft from pioneering poles, rope and 
lots of barrels (under supervision). The 
result was super, once launched the cubs 
boarded the raft and sailed around Berts 
pool, the service crew supervising the 
canoeing said it was one of the best he 
has seen. 

Bromham - September 2008
Activities Included:- 
 Gadget Making
 Backwoods cooking
 Orienteering
 Camp Fire
 Hike to Stevington Mill

A good camp back at Bromham, the 
Beavers also joined us for Saturday 
and Sunday as there is accommodation 
on site. Karen needs to work out how 
to wear the Beavers out on Saturday 
afternoon. We were having a leisurely 
breakfast on Sunday morning at 8.30 
and the Beavers arrived in the campsite, 
they had been awake since 4am.

We have continued the matchless fire 
lighting for backwoods cooking using 
cotton wool and the spark sticks, all 
fires have lit successfully.

The camps wouldn’t go ahead without 
the team of helpers including:-.William 
Colebrook, Philip and Jackie Hough, 
Wayne Bacon, Garth Brooks and Peter 

Walker a great team of leaders / helpers.

Forthcoming Events

There are two camps planned - Camp at 
Milton Bryan in July and a camp at Holt 
Island in September. 

District Sports day, Remembrance Day 
parade, District Carol service, 

Thank You’s

There are a lot of people who help 
me with the pack without which there 
would be no cubs - I cannot do it all 
myself.

Philip Hough: he is a great help 
and always coming up with good 
programme ideas.
William Colebrook: one of the Explorer 
Scouts, he helps Tuesday evenings and 
with camps.
Paul Safford: who helps on Tuesday 
evenings, and with camps.
Howard Smith: another regular helper 
who assisted Philip while I was away on 
holiday in New Zealand.

The team of parents who have agreed 
to help for pack evenings, camps and 
transport when needed including Jackie 
Hough, Wayne Bacon, Garth Brooks 
and Peter Walker.
All the other leaders / helpers in 
Gamlingay Scout Group for their ideas/
guidance.

Philip’s other half Jackie, Williams 
Mum and of course my wife Kay who 
allows us to give up their free time to 
enable the boys have an enjoyable time 
at cubs and at camps.

All the Leaders / Helpers are volunteers 
who give up their free time.
I am sure there are other parents out 
there who could spare a few hours a 
week helping.

Recently two volunteers have come 
forward to help. Lewis Davies and 
Billy Haigh who is doing his Duke of 
Edinburgh award Community Service. 



Whilst some enjoy the chase, the 
majority of people consider finding 
a job to be a difficult and daunting 
prospect at the best of times.  Coupled 
with the current economic climate, 
some may find it more overwhelming 
than normal.

Competition for work is pretty fierce 
at present, with most jobs advertised 
attracting 100’s of applications.  
Consequently, employers do not have 
the time to sift through stacks of CVs 
and will generally spend less than one 
minute evaluating your CV.

Therefore, it is absolutely imperative to 
ensure you make the right impression 
the second the reader’s eyes hit the 
page; not allowing them to reject your 
application due to monotony, repetition 
and mistakes within your CV. 

It is amazing just how many CVs 
still have curriculum vitae at the top, 
why waste a valuable line stating the 
obvious?  Instead, simply state your 
name and contact details.  Consider 
including a personal profile outlining 
where you are in your career, your 
career objective and including 
statements which highlight your 
competencies.  

Ensure it is absolutely perfect as this 
can be a powerful marketing tool when 
written correctly, encouraging the reader 
to delve further into your CV, 

The majority of CVs are incorrectly 
written using ‘I’ and ’my’, are 
inconsistent, poorly formatted, contain 
a host of grammatical errors and are 
littered with spelling mistakes.  

Your CV is your personal sales 
document and not only should it be 
perfect; it must persuade the recruiter to 
meet you in person.  

Hence, your CV needs to showcase 
your strongest abilities and convey your 
experience with the use of quantifiable 
impact statements and specific power 
words; not ineffectual paragraphs, 
irrelevant information, fancy fonts 

and colours.  Ensure you make use 
of your key skills and achievements 
and document them, adding weight 
and value to your CV.  Including 
qualifications and any industry specific 
training will further reinforce workplace 
experience.

When written correctly, your CV should 
convince the recruiter that you have the 
experience, qualifications and aptitude 
they are looking for to fill the position 
within their company.

Take a closer look at your CV, is it 
presenting you in the best light and 
attaining interviews? 

Do you need help?

Ease the pressure to open up more 
interview opportunities by employing 
the services of a professional CV 
writing consultancy specialising in the 
provision of bespoke, compelling and 
influential curriculum vitaes; each tailor 
written to be as individual as you are.  

High-quality, interview winning CVs 
will help reduce the amount of time 
you spend searching for your new 
position and will significantly increase 
your chances of being invited to the 
interview you seek to take your career 
to the next level.

WILL YOUR CV GET YOU THE 
INTERVIEW?

by Claire Greenhow of Anglia Business Solutions
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First Gamlingay(Everton) 
cub pack

by Barry Jefferd, Akela 

Introduction
The Pack is just emerging from one 
of its transitional phases.  Many of the 
older Cubs moved on to Scouts last 
summer and new boys have joined.  It 
always takes a while for them to settle 
but they are now progressing well.  It 
was a pleasure to invest four Cubs who 
had joined us from our Beaver Colony, 
clearly Karen is doing a good job with 
our youngest section.

Pack Camp – Holt Island July 2008
The highlight of any Scouting year is 
the camp.  This is where the weekly 
training is used and the Pack band 
together.

Holt Island is our favourite campsite, 
a real Island at St Ives.  We managed 
(just) to find three fit leaders to 
accompany the Cubs on a challenging 
hike on the Saturday morning.  The 
afternoon was spent canoeing, organised 
by the St Ives Scout Group.

This year new vessels were spotted on 
the water “baths”. George Miles (Kaa) 
excelled himself and two real baths 
were floating, complete with Cubs.  This 
event was so popular it was continued 
on the Sunday morning, in addition to 
raft rides around the Island courtesy of a 
guest appearance by Baloo.

For once the weather held, and a good 
time was had by all.

District Sixer and Seconders Camp May 
2009 

Copy deadline means that I am writing 
this before last weekend’s District 
Camp.  As Kaa and I were camping at 
Gilwell, Steve Palmer the Gamlingay 
Akela took our Pack, helped by Keiran 
Williams (Rama).  Many thanks for 
doing so.

District & Other Events
As a pack we try and participate in as 
many  events as possible.  We attended 
the following: -

Sports Day
Held at Biggleswade, where the Cubs 
excelled themselves and we were 
delighted to win the trophy for overall 
champions.

County Challenge
For the first time in many years the 
County organised a skills day to find 
the best pack in Bedfordshire.  Due 
to “communication” problems we 
received two weeks notice, and so we 
had no time for extra training.  Our 
team of Chloe Jefferd, Callum Bartlett, 
Harry Bennet, Matthew Thomas, Harry 
Hennessey and Toby Darroch performed 
brilliantly and we finished second.  The 
winning team came from Colmworth, 
and they had been practising for at 
least six weeks before.  Ironically, one 



of their helpers was an ex-cub of mine 
so clearly he had benefited from an 
Everton experience.

Remembrance Parade
At Everton Church, where the cubs 
were very smart.

Ten Pin Bowling Competition  
A District Event which everybody 
enjoyed. 

Tug of War
This was the 21st time we had taken 
part and for the first time in the Pack’s 
history we won.  Congratulations to 
Callum Bartlett, Adam Peer, Matthew 
James, Adam Peer, Connor Gray, Finn 
Steemers for pulling so well.

Cross Country
A very successful afternoon. . We won 
the team events for the 9-year team, and 
the 10-year team as well as the overall 
team competition, for the fourth year 
running.  This was achieved primarily 
as all the Pack took part.  Well done.

St George’s Parade
The District’s annual parade through 
Biggleswade followed by a service 
at St Andrew’s school.  We were the 
best behaved pack on parade with our 
flag being carried by Finn Steemers.  
We were also the smartest on parade 
evidenced by the numerous pictures in 
the Biggleswade Chronicle.

Programme
The cub programme leads to us having 

some theme evenings and these 
included: -

Cooking Fire lighting at Deepdale 
Hike
Navigating from various locations to 
find the missing television mast.
Halloween Evening
Pumpkins and messy donuts.
Firework Party Lots of fireworks and 
fun but a very disappointing fire.
Reptile Evening
Wayne from Deepdale Reptiles brought 
his collection of reptiles along.
Sports Evening
Organised with thanks by the Gransden 
Youth Football Committee.

Thanks
Each year I finish by saying “thank 
you”. Perhaps I should start with 
them.  The activities and the pack can 
only continue because of the excellent 
leadership team we have.  

My sincere thanks to
George Miles (Kaa)
Derek Endersby (Chil)
Keiran Williams (Rama)
Susan Jefferd (Raksha)
I would also like to thank Chris 
Elwood for his help at camps and other 
occasions

Please remember Scouting should be 
fun! 



BALLOON FLIGHT
Waking at five, on a still, misty morn,
No time for breakfast, just stifle a yawn,
To catch a balloon flight, at breaking of dawn,
Ooh, what excitement!

Meet in a field, on the outskirts of town,
Fill in some forms as it’s all written down.
Couple of latecomers causing a frown,
But, still, what excitement!

All hands on deck, to unload the kit,
Balloon, ropes and basket (in which we will sit),
Fans to be aimed, and gas to be lit.
Oh, gosh, what excitement!

That magical moment, when - no going back -
It’s ‘up and away’ from that dusty old track,
With a ‘whoosh’ of the burner; taut ropes, no slack,
Amid (nervous) excitement!

At two thousand feet, we’re ‘at one’ with the sky,
The nearest it feels to know just how to fly,
As buildings and railroads slide, quietly, by
Beneath our excitement.

Farmlands with sheep, and tiny, wee lambs,
Cows grazing lazily, billy goats, rams,
Guinea fowl, swans; mothers with prams
Can’t know our excitement.

Memories flood back as, silent, we glide,
O’er where we once lived, worked, laughed, sometimes 
cried,
Where our children were bom and loved ones have died,
Tempering our excitement.

Silence - so loud - a deafening hush,
As downward we drop, skimming trees as we rush,
To land with a ‘bump’ in a field, green and lush,
To fulfil our excitement.

Chilled pewter goblets, for Champagne-bubbly toast,
Certificates issued, so now we can boast,
That we’ve all had the time of our lives, and the most
Balloon Flight Excitement!

 Gill Spaul 25.05.2009



New Telephone Contact Numbers for Cambridge County Council

Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult’s Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221

General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0345 045 5206
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361

































News from 
The Lodge nature 

reserve – 
by Peter Bradley

Those of us who 
no longer enjoy the freedom of summer 
holidays must, like me, remember 
them fondly, and miss them. There is 
something very special about exploring 
nature as a child – there are so many 
things to discover, so much to see 
for the first time. Remember rolling 
out of bed, racing through breakfast, 
then taking off to explore woods and 
meadows, to catch butterflies and 
grasshoppers, and return home with 
jam jars full of sticklebacks? Hopefully 
we’d know better now – and put them 
back safely where we found them.
The hum of a summer’s day: oaks, 
chestnuts, and limes offer cool shade 
under parasols of leaves; hoverflies are 
caught in pools of sunlight, butterflies 
jitter and dance as they work, hotspots 
of light and colour. If it’s dry, then 
the woodland floor becomes a quiet, 
crackling, pine-scented world-within-
a-world, where hard working chain-
gangs of ants busy themselves, daddy 
long-legs race and tumble, and robins 
and blackbirds search for anything that 
moves among the dry, flaky piles of 
leaves. 
It can be too hot and too dry for some: 
there are those that prefer the warm, 
dark nights. The reserve is good for 
bats, many of whom appear after dark 
to hunt along the edges of bushes and 
hedges, and over the moist, rich waters 
of woodland pools. Badgers appear at 
about the same time of the evening, 

digging for earthworms, nosing for 
snails and slugs: a really dry summer 
can make life hard for them – they may 
well look forward to the mellower, 
damper autumn, and of course the onset 
of blackberries and other fruit.
The reserve is open daily, from dawn 
to dusk. Entry is included in the car-
parking fee - £4 a car for non-members, 
free for members or just visiting the 
shop. 

Events to enjoy during July and 
August:
Minibeast safaris – kids love finding 
creepy crawlies! A chance to discover the 
fascinating bugs, beetles and mini-beasties 
that live on the reserve. These are being held 
at 2-4pm on Tues 21, Thurs 23, Mon 27, 
Wed 29 July, and on Tues 4, Thurs 6, Mon 
10, Wed12, Tues 18, Thurs 20, Mon 24 and 
Wed 26 August. Booking is essential, and 
children must be accompanied by an adult. 

Butterflies and dragonflies walk, 11 – 1pm, 
Sunday 26 July.
Children’s nature discovery, 2 - 4pm 31 July, 
14 Aug, 31 Aug. Find out about wildlife on 
this journey of discovery.  Booking essential, 
and children must be accompanied.

Bat walk, 8.30 – 10pm, Saturday 8 August. 
Book and pay in advance, and bring a torch!
FREE moth night, 8.30 - 10.30pm, Sat 22 
August. Meet at The Lodge car park.

Watch out, too, for Shakespeare’s Twelfth 
Night in the gardens at The Lodge at 7pm 
13, 14 and 15 August, and at 2pm on 16 
August, performed by the Pantaloons theatre 
company.  Tickets are available through 
RSPB Lodge Shop on 01767 680541, or 
from the Pantaloons website www.thepan-
taloons.co.uk, or available on the night (if 
there are any left)! 



WHAT’S ON IN JULY and AUGUST

Booklinks First Thursday of the month Contact: Chantelle 650 753

History Society Meets in the Resource Centre at the Village College at 7.30pm on 
the second Monday of each month. 

Mucky Pups

Tuesday mornings Messy play for under 5’s. 9.30 to 11.30am Church Hall £2.

Over 50’s walks

Thursday 23rd July, Wednesday 
19th August., Thursday 17th 
September

9.30 start from Community Centre Car park. New members 
welcome. Contact Lindsay Bygraves in Mill Street for further details.

Potton and Gamlingay Health 
Walks

Every Thursday 10.00 am start. Ring Pat on 01767 650132 for details. These walks 
are led by two trained health walkers.

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New 
members most welcome. tel: 651 025 

new agenda awaited

WI

Tuesday 21st July Mr Peter Hering speaking on Diamonds

Tuesday, 18th August Garden party at Lyndsey Bygraves

Wildlife Trust

Tuesday, 28th July Hardwick Wood family event 2-4pm

Friday, 18th September Creatures of the night at Gamlingay Wood. Please book.

Gardening Club

Saturday, 11th July Day outing to Norwell nurseries and Barnsdale Gardens. Guests 
welcome Call Liz Taylor 650 600 for details

Wednesday, 2nd September Theresa Knight building show gardens



WHAT’S ON IN JULY and AUGUST

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, 
refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, WI Hall.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting., WI Hall.

Hatley Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 651982.

3rd Tuesday of alternate months.
Tuesday, 21st July

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. All welcome. We 
meet every other month and further information can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or noticeboards.

The Gazette

Monday, 3rd August Copy deadline for September edition

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Goodwin on 654 830 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month

Guild of St Mary

Monday, 20th July Poetry evening, 8pm Church Hall

Monday, 17th August Garden party, 8pm Church Hall

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff 
Bruerton on 650748.

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown 01767 650978.

1st and 3rd Monday of month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

Social Club All events starting at 8.30 pm. New members welcome.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.

Denny Abbey



Gamlingay Eco Hub Update.
by Bridget Smith, Hub Facilitator

The final community consultation 
exercise was held at the Community 
Centre on Friday 22nd May and many 
thanks to all those people who attended 
and who contributed so usefully 
to the discussion.  All the users of 
Gamlingay’s community buildings were 
invited together with the residents of 
Stocks Lane and Chapelfields.  

Concerns were expressed about 
increased usage of an evening once 
the building is complete and the noise 
that might result from this.  Though 
no guarantees can be made we hope 
we demonstrated that we would do our 
best to minimise any nuisance through 
security lighting and gating the site 
when not in use.  

Generally speaking people liked the 
external design and agreed that it was 
welcoming and sat well within the 
landscape.  The final floor plan and 
internal layout was approved. Some 
compromises had to be made in order 
to reduce costs and preserve the trees 
in the Butts from any damage but these 
compromises were felt to be acceptable 
by those present.  

The plans have now gone back to 
the architect for some fine tuning and 
will have been submitted for planning 
approval by the time you read this.  If 
the planners request any changes then 
these will be advertised again and 
you will have a further opportunity to 
comment.
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Gamlingay Scout Troop
Report to Group AGM 2009

by Phil Wood, Scout leader

Undoubtedly the highlight of our 
year was the expedition to the Dutch 
National Jamboree last

summer. Twenty three of us travelled 
by bus, van and ferry over to southern 
Holland. This was our Troop’s first 
overseas trip and the ten days were 
the longest that most of our scouts had 
been away from home before! The aim 
was to give everyone an experience of 
international scouting and we certainly 
achieved that.

There were 4000 scouts from all 
Europe and even some from USA and 
Canada. There were so many activities 
that we couldn’t do them all. The 
organisation by the Dutch was fantastic, 
from the food distribution right through 
to the webcams so everyone could keep 
in touch with home.

A duty patrol did the cooking for us 
each day and everyone mucked in and 
did a great job.

A few key moments:
We were in Minerva subcamp - 

everything was orange and we had 
orange T shirts, glosticks and balloons. 
phiotos on our web site. Our mascot was 
an owl and Jane Brown made a brilliant 
model as a memento for us.

 It was hot! So we got a paddling pool 
and gave everyone the chance to cool 
off by seeing how many scouts you 
could fit in the pool.

 The foam party - enough said!
 We succumbed to a case of Noro 

Virus which went through all bar 3 of 
our troop, in the 24 hours before we 
returned 1/3 of the troop were ill in one 
form or another.

Some thank you’s.
Firstly to everyone who went as they 

were just brilliant. It’s one thing to be in 
a patrol at Scouts on

a Thursday evening and it’s quite 
another to be away from home for 10 
days in close proximity to

your patrol. We had no friction or 
issues at all through the camp, everyone 
was great.

To Joe, Kerian, Oliver and Tim for 
completing their Chief Scout Gold 
awards while at the camp.

These awards were another first for the 
troop.

To the Leaders: Di, George, Paul, 
Rachel and Wayne for being such a 
fantastic team. Without them

all it would never have happened.
Aside from all of this we have had a 

pretty busy year.
We had three teams in the District hike 

competition for the first time.
We went to Winter Camp at Gilwell in 

January (only -6 C this year!)
We had 10 Scouts attend the District 

Survival weekend in Feb
We had 28 Scouts, Explorers and 

Adults survive Go Ape last weekend.
We have a troop camp planned for 

June.
We have three of the older Scouts just 

finishing off their Chief Scout Gold 
awards.

Troop numbers remain high, we got up 
to 30 at one point before settling down 
to about 24. This is a safe and workable 
number given the size of our hut and it 
tends to be self limiting. Several of the 
older Scouts are moving on to Explorers 
right now so there will be some spaces 
for the next generation of cubs to come 
up into.

Gamlingay Explorers 
Report to Group AGM 2009

by Phil Wood, Explorer Unit Leader

The Explorer Unit started in 2005 
from the older Scouts in our Troop. In 
the four years we have been going it has 
been a lot of fun. Five of our original 
members still remain (although not for 
long as university beckons for some) 
and we have been pleased to welcome 
another wave in from Scouts during the 
course of this year. We now regularly 
get 15 or more to our meetings, which is 
a sustainable number and enables us to 
have a varied programme.

Explorers are different to the other 
sections in many respects - we rarely 
wear uniform, we have a flexible 
approach to start and end times of 
meetings, we are nominally attached to 
a wider District organisation (although 
in reality our strength is because we 
remain strongly linked to the Gamlingay 
Group). Have no doubts though, this is 
still Scouting with all of its values and 
not a glorified youth club.

Our programme is as varied as the 
interests of 14 to 18 year olds can be! It 
ranges from: traditional Scout activities 
- advanced map reading / expedition 
planning to backwoods cooking

Ion our annual survival camp.
 Life skills - car mechanics, 

presentations, debating and teamwork
Social awareness - impact of alcohol/

aids, environment and climate change, 
ethical debates on immigration, spiritual 
and service, such as attending the St 
George's day parade.

Through to the wacky, such as 
making bull roarers or a crazy photo 
competition or animated films (think 
of morph on speed!), not to mention 
golfand bowling.

 Survival Camp
This has become something of a 

tradition for the unit, although this year 
it was in July - can’t have it too cold 
for the poor dears! Great fun with no 
utensils for a weekend - see the web site 
photos!

 Awards
 Explorers also have a award structure 

that ties in and mirrors the Duke of 
Edinburgh scheme. We have recently 
had our first Explorer achieve the Chief 
Scout Platinum award and we have one 
working towards their Queen’s Scout 
award.

Thanks
I need to thank the Gamlingay Group 

for their ongoing support of the section.
To all of the Explorers for putting 

up with whatever we throw at them, 
they are a good bunch to work with. In 
particular we wish Luke Payne and Josh 
Baker well - they have come through 
cubs and scouts and will leave us to go 
on to university this summer.

To Ben Bates for continuing to help, 
especially while Rachel has been 
unavailable.

To my wife Rachel, for her 
encouragement and help in leading this 
motley crew.
Thank you all.



NEWS FROM SUNSHINE PRE-SCHOOL
WI Hall, Waresley Road , 07703 770676 

Email: sunshine-gamlingay@tiscali.co.uk - Website: www.sunshine-gamlingay.ik.org

We are approaching the end of the 
Summer Term at Sunshine Pre-School 
and it has been a very eventful and 
exciting time for staff, children and 
their families. We are preparing to say 
goodbye to our older children as they 
leave us to start at the First School in 
September and we are also welcoming 
in many new children as they begin 
their time at Sunshine Pre-School.

TOPIC OF THE TERM
Our topic this term is ‘Holidays’. The 
children and staff are talking about their 
holidays, the different types of holiday, 
how we travel to them and we are also 
bringing in items of interest, such as 
shells, photos, 
postcards, books, 
etc. The children 
are also enjoying 
the variety of craft 
activities which 
are taking place, 
e.g. shell art and 
sand painting. We 
are also making 
the most of any 
sunny weather by 
spending lots of 
time in the garden, 
especially making 
sandcastles in our 
fantastic sand pit!

FIRE! FIRE!
In May we all had a fun-filled and 
informative trip to our local Fire 
Station. We all learned what to do if 
there was a fire at home and then we 
were given a ‘tour’ of the fire engine. 
After watching a DVD on fire safety we 
then ended the morning with the most 
exciting bit of all – spraying water with 
the fire hoses! One or two of us got a 
little wetter than we’d bargained for! 

GINGERBREAD MEN FUN – YUM 
YUM!
In June we had a very successful 
Gingerbread Man Icing and Decorating 
Stall at the First School Summer Fayre. 
Children were able to design and 
decorate gingerbread men and then 
take them home to eat! Thank you to 
everyone who helped run the stall on 
the day!

FAREWELL FRIENDS!
On Tuesday 9th July a special Leavers’ 
Outing has been organised for our older 
children who will be starting school in 
September. We are supporting a local 
business and a fun craft morning is 
planned at Gamlingay’s own Crafty 
Cupcake. If the weather is kind we will 
then finish the morning off with a picnic 
at the park!

PARTY TIME!
On Friday 12th July a party will take 
place to celebrate another fantastic year 
for everyone at Sunshine Pre-School.  

An entertainer has been booked and 

there will be plenty of delicious food to 
munch on!

FAMILY FUN AND SPORTS 
DAY 
Sunshine Pre-School’s Family Fun and 
Sports Day takes place on Sunday 14th 
July. There will be races and activities 
for both children and adults to take part 
in, plus a variety of stalls and an ever-
popular raffle. Refreshments will also 
be available and, as always, there will 
be the chance to buy some lovely home-
baked cakes and biscuits!
To finish off the day we are hoping to 
have a big picnic - fingers crossed that 
the weather is kind! This will be a great 
chance for a final gathering before the 
Summer Holidays!

WELCOME TO ALL NEW 
CHILDREN!
If your child is approaching pre-school 
age then we would love to meet you. 
Children are welcome from 2½ years 
during our morning sessions. We are 
open Monday-Friday, 9.00am until 
12 noon. A lunch club operates on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
offering children the chance to stay for 
an extra hour. If you would like more 
information or a prospectus please 
telephone. Alternatively you can email. 
You are welcome to visit for a free 
‘taster’ session at any time that suits 
you. Take a look at our informative 
website, it will give you an idea of what 
happens at our friendly and welcoming 
pre-school. We look forward to seeing 
you soon!



HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community Healthcare Appointments 651 150
Child Health Clinic Meet at Baptist 

Church hall
CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 696650
Car Care Scheme Sue McPherson 652 949
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency Fire 01223 376 217
Non-emergency Police 0845 4564 564
Community Police PC Lee Scott 0845 4564 564
Neighbourhood Watch Christine 

Theobald
651 051

PARISH COUNCIL Clerks, Kirstin 
Rayner Leanne 
Bacon 

650 310

Library 650 169
Forward Gamlingay Chair: Ian 

Wakeling
Hatley Parish Council Clerk, Mr. S. 

Kindersley
651 982

POLITICS
MP Andrew Lansley. 

Conservative.
01954 212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0845 0450 500

PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND EDUCATION 
Babies and Toddlers Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 940
Rainbow Preschool Diana Matthews 652 157
Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 676
Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 491

Natalie 691 477
GAMA Bridget Smith 650 510
Care Club Maureen Richardson 0781 6892 886
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
FIrst School Office 650 208
Carers Lunch Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Mr Peter Barham 650 677
Thursday Badminton Bridget Smith 650 510
Football Club Chair: Brian 

Culverhouse (youth 
teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian Culverhouse 651 020
Tennis Club Olivia Marsh 651 215
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
Community Centre Bookings Parish 

Clerk
650 310

St Mary’s Church Hall Kate Golding 651 215
WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George Village 
Hall

Sally Ward 651 337

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gamlingay and District 
Gardening Club

Jean Venning 
Membership 
Liz Tayler 

261 298

650 600
History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Skatepark Association Pauline Girdwood 651 091
Target Group Jackie Hough 651 070
Over 50’s walks Meeting at 

community centre 
Booklinks Chantelle 650 753
Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of Dance Susan Lucas, 316 518
St. Neot’s Model Railway 
Club

John Kneeshaw E mail: j.kneeshaw@
ntlworld.com 

Painting for Pleasure  Phyllis Jaquest 677 313
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian Kindersley 651 982
Jackie Hough 651 070

Gamlingay Writers Tracey Goodwin 654 830
www.gamlingaywritersorg.uk

Village Show Steve Mitchell 654 984
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s Almshouses 
Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian Kindersley

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District Round 
Table

Lee Packham Brown 650978

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay Guides Benita Scott 650 547
1st Gamlingay Brownies Maria Spence 0771 1161 618
1st Gamlingay Rainbows Helen Oldham 631 720
Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gamlingay Scouts Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Explorers Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Everton Cubs Barry Jefferd 261 000
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

CHURCHES
Baptist Church Minister, James 

Gilbert
651 519

St Mary The Virgin Rector: Steven 
Rothwell

650 568

New Life Fellowship Rev O R Inskip 01223 710373
SCHOOLS
First School Head J Newman 650 208
Village College Head  M Clark 650 360
First School Association Via school office 650 208
Village College Friends 
Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information

PARISH COUNCIL - email and web details
Clerks Leanne and Kirstin gamlingaypc@lineone.net
Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Chris Tomsett ctomsettgpc@tiscali.co.uk 
Vice Chairman Nick Bruce nbrucegpc@tiscali.co.uk



For our May meeting we got straight down to discussing the book choice for the 
month, ‘The Colour’ by Rose Tremain.  Set in New Zealand during the period of the 
gold rush, it was a vivid portrayal of survival in an unforgiving landscape, with the 
main characters battling against weather extremes that we hardly ever experience in 
the UK.  It was a novel of contrasts.  The lush and beautiful landscapes were well 
described and they contrasted well with the barren, desolate conditions of the gold 
prospecting areas.  The group has also read ‘The Road Home’ by the same author, 
and those that had read both novels agreed that they are memorable for different 
reasons, ‘The Road Home’ will be remembered for its characterisation and ‘The 
Colour’ for its vivid descriptions of landscapes.  The characterisation in ‘The Colour’ 
was not weak however; the heroine of this novel was a feisty and strong character, in 
contrast to her husband, in fact her realisation of his weakness was a turning point in 
the novel.  
 
The conversation turned to holiday reading. For mouthwatering descriptions of 
cooking and italian food, ‘The Food of Love’ by Anthony Capella was recommended.  
Another member highly recommended ‘River Town: Two Years on the Yangtze’ by 
Peter Hessler, because it is compelling and is written in a style that is easy to read.  
Collections of short stories can also be good for holidays.  The author of ‘Half a 
Yellow Sun’, Chimamanda Ngozie Adichie, has recently produced a collection of 
stories set in Nigeria entitled ‘The Thing Around Your Neck’.  For something more 
unusual, there is ‘The Silence Room’ by Sean O’Brien.  
 
One common theme linking a number of the books we have enjoyed together is 
that they have brought history to life. ‘The Book Thief’ by Markus Zusak is set 
in the days of the Third Reich and does this well whilst exploring themes such as 
censorship that have relevance today.  ‘The Reader’ by Bernard Schlink also has 
a World War II theme; this book has recently been made into a film starring Kate 
Winslett.  Going back further in time, ‘The Other Boleyn Girl’ by Philippa Gregory 
was also recommended, this is also another book that has been made into a film.  
 

For future reading, several members of the group were interested 
in reading ‘The Beginning of Spring’ by Penelope Fitzgerald.  May 
reading for the meeting in June is ‘The Return’ by Victoria Hislop, 
and June reading for the July meeting is ‘The Almost Moon’ by Alice 
Sebold.  Library copies of ‘The Almost Moon’ are available on loan to 

anyone who wants to borrow one.  

Copies will be available at the June meeting.

Booklinks



GAMLINGAY and 
DISTRICT HISTORY 

SOCIETY
Meets in the Library at the 

Village College
7.30pm on the second 
Monday of each month

July 13th
AGM and social evening


